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** Failures* however frequent, may ^dmft of estenoitfbn and apology. To have attempted 
** much is always laudable, even when the enterprise is above the strength that undertakes it. 
** To deliberate whenever I doubted, to enquire whenever I was ignorant, would have protracted 
** the undertaking without end, and perhaps without Improvement. I saw that one enquiry only 
'* gave occasion to another, that book referred to book, that to search was not always to find, and 
'* to find was nut always to be informed; and that thus to pursue perfection, ivas, like the first 
c* inhabitants of Arcadia, to chase the sun, which, when they had reached the hill where he 
** seemed to rest, was still beheld at the same distance fh)m them.** JokMom. 
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POST-CAPTAINS of 1809, continued. 



CHARLES NAPIER, Esq. 

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath. 

This officer was made a Lieutenant Nov. 30, 1805 ; and pro- 
moted to the rank of, Commander Nov. 30, 1807. On the 
17th July, 1808, we find him assisting in cutting out a Spanish 
merchant schooner, from under two batteries at the N. E. 
end of Porto Rico ; which service was eooducted by Lieute- 
nant James Robertson, of the Fawn slooih*^ Captain Napier, 
then commanding the Pultusk brig, merely accompanjdng 
him in order to acquire a knowledge of the coast, and agree- 
ing that whatever was done should be attributed to that gen« 
tieman. After capturing the schooner, they both landed, 
spiked the guns in one of the batteries, and rendered the 
carriages unserviceable, 

Capt£dn Napier was shortly afterwards appointed to the 
Recruit brig, of 18 guns ; in which vessel he fought a smart 
action with the Diligei^te French corvette, of 22 guns and 140 
men, Sept. 6, 1808. On this occasion, the Recruit had her 
main-mast shot away, many of her carronades dismounted, 
one man killed, and several persons, including her commander, 
wounded. The extent of the loss sustained by the enemy's 
ship has not been made public, but we must suppose it to 
have been very heavy, to excuse her captain for having fled 
from the field of battle after he had so effectually crippled his 
antagonist. Her stern-boat, filled with small-arm men, was 
cut away by the Recruit's last fire. 

v; : • Now Commander James R. Walker. 

SUPPL. PAR^ If. B 
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In the following year. Captain Napier assisted a* the reduc- 
tion of Martinique ; and behaved with extraordinary gallantry 
during the pursuit of le d'Hautpoult and two other French 
seventy-fours, which had been sent from Europe expressly for 
the relief of that colony * . His conduct on this occasion is 
thus officially noticed by Sir Alexander Cochrane : 

*' The superiority of the enemy's sailing, left little chance for the Nep- 
tune getting up, unless some of the ships were disabled ; and if any accident 
had happened to the Pomp^e's masts, they must inevitably have all escaped : 
I therefore directed Captain Fahie to endeavour to cripple the sternmost 
ship, without bringing on the collected fire of the three, then in line 
a-breast. In this attempt he was most gallantly supported by Captain 
Napier, of H. M. sloop Recruit, who kept close up, although fired at from 
all their stem-chace guns, and did every thing that was possible to be done 
to cut away the enemy's masts and rigging, and continued on this service 
during the whole chase »*•*••. Until their Lordships' pleasure is 
known, I have commissioned the prize, and appointed Captain Napier to 
the command of her, as a reward for his spirited conduct." 

Captain Napier's post commission was confirmed May 22, 
1809, the very day on which Sir Alexander Cochrane's letter 
arrived at the Admiralty. During the remainder of the war 
with France, he successively commanded the Jason, Thames, 
and Euryalus frigates; the former at the Leeward Islands, and 
the two latter on the Mediterranean station. A very hand- 
some service performed by the Thames, in conjunction with 
the Cephalus brig, is thus described by Captain Napier, in a 
letter addressed to the senior officer at Palermo : 



it 



H. M, S. Thames, off Porto del Infrischi, July 21, 181 1. 
Sir,— Captain Clifford, of the Cephalus, haying the look-out off Pali- 
Buro, on the 20th instant, informed me by a Sicilian privateer, of a convoy 
of 26 sail attempting to gdn that port, which he, with kis usual activity* 
prevented them from doing, and compelled them to take shelter in Porto 
del Infrischi, off which place we arrived at 5 this evening. I immediately 
desired CapUun Clifford to lead in and anchor, which service he performed 
in a most handsome style, and was dosely followed by this ship, who soon 
silenced eleven gun-boats, and an armed felucca, carrying six long 18- 
pounders, two 12-pounder carronades, three brass and two iron 6-pounders, 
and " (upwards of) '' 280 men, moored across for the protection of fourteen 



* See Vol. I, p. 717. 
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merchant fessels " (laden with oil, potash, &c. *), "and 36 upars for the Hne- 
of-battle ship and fiigate at Naples, and under cover of a round tower ; and 
the adjacent hills lined with musketeers from the merchantmen and 
peasantry. The marines were then landed under their Lieutenant, M^ 
Adams, and got possession of the tower, performing the light infantry 
manoeuvres in a very pretty style, taking an officer and 80 men prisoners, 
and driving the rest before them ; the boats, at the same time, under Ca{^ 
tain Clifford, took possession of the convoy, together with all the spars, eit* 
cept two which could not be got off: all of which were alongside, and the 
ship under weigh in less than two hours, without the loss of a man, and 
only the boatswain" (of the Cephalus) ''and another man badly, and three 
of the brig's men, slightly, wounded : on entering the bay her suU and 
rigging were a good deal cut up. I hope it will not be thought presump- 
tuous in me begging you will recommend Captain Clifibrd, and my first 
Lieutenant, White way " (who accompanied the marines to the heights, and 
afterwards assisted in launching the merchant vessels) " to the commander* 
in-chief, particularly as this is the third convoy the former has discovefed 
and contributed to destroy since his appointment to the Cephalus f ; the 
latter has been likewise at the taking of two and destroying one since his 
joining the Thames. The whole of the officers and ship's company behaved 
in the most steady manner ; which will ever reflect the greatest credit on 
my predecessor. Captain WaldegraveJ, for the excellent helpline on 
board. Captain Clifford likewise speaks in the highest terms of his first 
Lieutenant, Richardson, officers, and crew. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) " Charles Napwr." 

Rear-Admiral Charles Boyles, in his letter to Sir Edward 
Pellew, reporting the above exploit, expressed himself as 
follows : — 

** The complete success of the above-mentioned instantaneous and bril- 
liant attack on the enemy's convoy by the Thames and Cephalus, reflects 
much honor on the conduct and gallantry of Captains Napier and Clifford, 
their officers, and crews." 

In Sept. 1811, the Thames was placed under the orders of 
Obtain the Hon. Henry Duncan, then commanding the 
Imperieuse frigate, and whose successful proceedings on the 
coadt of Calabria, in Oct. and Nov. following, have been fiilly 
detailed at p. 993 et seq. of Vol. II. Part II. The following is 
an extract of an official letter written by Major Edward Dar- 

• The armed felucca also had a cargo of oil. 
f See Captain Augustus William Jambs Clifford, C. B. 

X Now Lord Radstock. 
b2 
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ley, of the 62d regiment,- reporting the military operations at 
Palinuro, on theLst and 2d of the latter month : 

. • ^ ^Thames, at Sea, Nov. 8, 1811. 
" It would be ^resdmptadus on my part. Sir, in attemt)tih^ to pass en- 
comiums on the very sdpeHor judgment and heroic gallantry of the com- 
mandant. Captain Duncan,' ofH. M. S/Imperieuse, as also' in the gallant 
manner of laying his ship alongside a strong battery and fortified tower^. 
flanked: bfseteral gun-boats, which were shortly silenced by a powerful and 
welhd^(Qj^dfite/in conjunction with Captain Napier, of H. M. S. Thames/ 
whefiie^ the commandant was left in possession of the enemy's flotilla, con-' 
Toyi^battery, and towpr. I have also much gratification instating, that 
CaptunNapie^, who- did me the honor to accompany me on shore with a 
party of seamen and marines, contributed materially by his cool, judicious, 
and aotiyely intrepid conduct, ably seconded by the gallantry of Lieutenant 
Travers, of H. M. S. Imperieuse, to surmount all diflSculties in gaimng the 
heights — in the fafce of an opposing and strongly posted numerous enemy, 
whom we had afterwards the satisfactibn of dislodging and obliging to re- 
treat, leaving us in full possession of the heights and telegraph tower.'' 
*' To Major-General Heron, SfC, 8fc. ^c, Melazzo.*' 
Sir Edward Pellew's opinion of the exploit at Palinnro will 
be seen by reference to p. 995 of Vol. II. Part II. 

In the spring of 1812, we find Captain Napier employed as 
senior officer on the coast of Calabria, and making the follow- 
ing report to Rear- Admiral Freemantle, whose reply we sball 

subjoin : 

" I this day (May 14), in company with the Pilot, attacked ^he port of 
Sapri, defended by a strong battery and tower, mounting two 32-pounders, 
with an officer and 38 men, which surrendered at discretion, after being 
bati^d for two hours within pistol-shot ; but in consequence of their gal- 
lant (fefehce, I allowed them to march out with the honors of war. We 
found 2§ lafte vessels on the beach, loaded with oil, some of them nearly 
a quarter of a mile in the country, all of which were launched, and the bat- 
tery in ruins befetfe «un-8et. I owe much to the support I received from 
Captwn" (John Toup) "Nicolas, who flanked the battery in a most judicious 
manner^ and afterwards commanded the launchmg, assisted by my first 
ticmteijaut, Alexander Campbell, an officer of six years' standing, as well as 
]Vfr^(JFU)ger) " Langlands, acting master of the Pilot, who, by his able *s- 
positiotf ;<if the marines, placed under his command (there being no officer 
oftW^roa on board); keptupwards of 200 armed peasantry in check,- 
and had'^i^'^ne man wounded. The firing of both ships' companies was 
superior to a^y |Aikig:I;ever sdw, and their conduct on shore was no less 
praise- worthy. Neither ship lost a man on board : our bowsprit wounded 
in three places is the only material injury we have suffered. 

(Sigiietl) " Charles Napier." 
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*' H. M. S. M'tl/ord, Palermo Bay, Mat/ 27, 1812. 
*' Sir, — In acknowledfring the receipt of your letter of the 14th inst., re- 
lative to the capture of the. 28 vessels at Sapri, I have much pleasure in 
conveying, my sentindertts of the zeal by which yourself and Captain Ni. 
colas have been actuated,, as well as the officers aod men belonging to the 
Thames and Pilot. I auf, &c. » ' 

(Signed) *' T. P; Pheemantle." 

" n Captain Napier, H. M. S. Vhames,** 

The capture of the island of Ponza, executed in a most 
masterly manner under the direction of Captain Napier, as- 
sisted by Captain William Mounsey, of the Furieuse frigate, 
is thus described by him, in a letter to Sir Robert Laurie, 
•Bart, dated Feb. 27, 1813 : 

■ " Agreeable to your directions, I embarked Lieutenant-Colonel Coffin*, 
and the second battalion of the 10th regiment, on the 16th: instant, -and 
arrived off Ponza on the 2drd, the harbour of which is about a quarter of 
a mile wide, with a mole at the extreme end of it, defended by four batte- 
ries and a tower, mounting ten 24 and 18-pounders, two 12-pounders, and 
two 9-inch mortars. 

** Colonel Coffin and myself agreed, that the shortest and the surest 
road to success was, by running both ships into the mole, and carrying 
the place by assault ; but the weather was unfavourable for such an at- 
tack until the morning of the 26th, when the ships bore up in close order 
with a fine breeze. The enemy were prepared for our reception, and 
opened their fire nearly half an hour before our guns could bear : the bat- 
teries were, however, passed mth little injury, the sfa^^s eos3j^Q?-on both 
sides, abd the Thames was anchoVed'a^crbss'tbe m'eile-bMedy't^e Furieuse 
bringing up a little astern of herl Coloilel CoQn'an'd th^.tTl^ops-Jlfuided 
the same instant, and pushed for; the height near a sXrom^ *^9f^f^^ ^^ 
which the enemy had retreated, and their- i^pearance, together, with the 
severe fire from the ships, induced the j^ovemor to hoist a dag of truce, and 
agree to the proposed capitulation. I have much pleasure in informing 
you, that this service has been performed without the loss of a man ia 
either profession :| our being hulled three times, and the Furieuse vtwice, 
with sails and rigging a good deal cut, is the only damage sua$9BUi^..'l'he 
most perfect cordiality has subsisted between the two.sdrviq^'; and I am 
much indebted to Captain Mounsey for the excellent ''suppdrt he gave, and 
his quickness in following ray motions. If the resistance had been greater, 

• \ 

♦ Lieutenant-Colonel Francis William Cashell -cfHnmanded the 2d batt^ 
of the 10th regt. ; but was placed, under the orders 4^ Lieutfenant-Colonel 
John Kne Coffin, Deputy QuartcrrMaster-General of the BriUsh forces in 
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I have little doubt that we should have succeeded, particularly with such a 

Btorming party aa Colonel Gashell's regiment, and such a leader as Colonel 

Coffin. 

(Signed) " Charles Napier,^ 

We must here add^ that the approach of the Thames and 
Furieuae was known at Ponza some time before their arrival; 
that six privateers and several merchant-vessels had conse- 
quently sailed previous to the attack ; and that every prepa- 
ration was made by the capitaine-commandant, Jean Bap« 
tiste Dumont, whose garrison consisted of full as many 
troops as the force under Lieutenant-Colonel Coffin. A 
more beautiful marine subject never presented itself to the 
imagination of a Pocock than the advance of the British to 
the attack : the troops being ordered below, both ships ra- 
pidly closed the mole, shortened sail^ and anchored, with the 
coolness of a common manoeuvre : the boats pulled so closely 
under the cliffs on which the batteries were constructed, as to 
elude their fire ; and the battalion having landed in a small 
sandy bay, soon gained the heights in the rear of and above 
the enemy, who being then placed between two fires, imme- 
diately surrendered. The small but excellent harbour of 
Ponza had hitherto afforded a safe retreat to those marauders 
who annoyed the Sicilian trade, and was subsequently of 
great service to the British cruisers employed watching the 
enemy's increasing force at Naples. 

TTie particulars of a successful service, in which Captain 
Napier was engaged shortly after his joining the Euryalus, are 
detailed in a public letter from Captain Edward Brace, of the 
Berwick 7^ to Sir Edward Pellew, dated off Cavalacie, May 
16, 1813, The following is a copy thereof : 

" I beg leave to acquiunt you, that through the judicious management 
of Captain Napier, the enemy's coasting trade to and from Toulon to the 
eastward, was, between the 10th and 15th instant, collected in Cavalacie 
road, to the number of upwards of 20 sail : judging that a proper object for 
attack, I made the necessary arrangements to carry the place; but the surf 
proved too great for the people to land until this morning, when the plan 
was carried into execution by the boats, commanded by Lieutenant " (Henry 
Johnston) " Sweedland, first of this Mp, and the royal marines under Cap* 
tain" (William T. J .) " Matthews, of that corps. Allow me to observe on the 
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prompt manner in which thk service was accomplished ; (or scarce twenty 
minutes elapsed from their reaching the beach until the batteries were 
taken, and a fire opened from them on the retreating enemy. The French 
national xebec la Fortune, carrying 10 long 9>pounders and 4 swivels, with 
a crew of 95 men, tried to effect her escape ; but the Euryalus pushing 
close in, cut her off, and the enemy abandoned her, leaving her at anchor 
with a spring on the cable, under the fire of the frigate, forts, and a divi- 
sion of the boats, ander Lieutenant" (Mark) *' White, who boarded her in 
time to preserve her from blowing up or sinking, as the crew had fired a 
shot through her bottom, and left a train to the magazine. We found in 
the harbour twenty-two vessels of different descriptions*' (chiefly laden with 
oil, com, lemons, &cO, ** which were either taken or destroyed ; those scut- 
tled by the enemy were cleared by the Euryalus, which ship took an an- 
chorage to protect the working party ; and through the great exertions of 
Captain Napier, the officers and men employed on that service, every thing 
was brought away worthy of notice. 

" Having related my proceeding, permit me to call your attention to the 
officers and men who conducted this affair ; and if, in your judgment, any 
merit is attached to the transaction, I entreat you to bestow it on Captain 
Napier, the officers, seamen, and marines of both ships, whose united ex- 
ertions 80 fully accomplished my wishes, that I have only to regret the los» 
of one man killed, and one missing. I shall only particularise Lieutenant 
Sweedland and Captain Matthews ; Lieutenant " (Alexander) " Sandilands, 
first of the Euryalus ; together with two young men, Mr. John Monk, of 
the Berwick, and Mr. Crawford, of the frigate. 

(Signed) " E. Brack." 

During the winter of 1813, the Euryalus was employed 
watching Toulon, under the orders of Captain Thomas Us- 
sher, whose heroic services we have recently described. Be- 
ing blown to the eastward of the Hieres islands, in company 
with the Undaunted, Captain Napier discovered two ships 
and a schooner, standing towards Corsica, whereupon he 
made the signal for an enemy, and instantly crowded sail in 
pursuit. At sun-set the high land over Calvi was seen, and 
no doubt remained that the strangers were endeavouring to 
gain that port ; Captain Ussher, however, not feeling justified 
in continuing the chase any longer, made the signal of recall ; 
but the haziness of the weather preventing Captain Napier 
from seeing it, th^ latter kept on, drove one of the fugitives 
ashore, and compelled the others to seek refuge under the 
land batteries : the former bilged on the rocks, and was af- 
terwards ascertained to be the Balaine, French store ship, of 
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22 guns and 120 men^ from Toulon bound to Ajaccio. Her 
companions were a gaberre of 30 guns and 150 men^ laden 
with stores; and a national schooner of the largest class. 
Captain Napier's subsequent visit to Marseilles, in company 
with Captain Ussher, is noticed at p. 366 et seq. of Supp. 
PartL 

In June, 1814, the Euryalus sailed from Gibraltar for Ber- 
muda, in company with a squadron under the orders of Cap- 
tain Andrew King, and a fleet of transports having on board 
part of the troops recently employed against Genoa. On her 
arrival at Bermuda^ she was placed under the orders of Sir 
Alexander Cochrane, whom she shortly afterwards accompa- 
nied to the mouth of the Potowmac river. The laborious 
naval operations against Alexandria, in which she bore a very 
active part, are noticed at considerable length under the head 
of Sir James Alexander Gordon, who commanded the squa- 
dron employed on that brilliant service, and in whose official 
report we find the following mention made of her skilful and 
gallant commander : 

" To Captun Napier I owe more obligations than I have words to ex- 
press. The Euryalus lost her bowsprit, th^ head of her foremast, and the 
h^ads of all her top-masts, in a tornado which she encountered on the 25th 
(Ang.)» just as her sails were clewed up, whilst we were passing the flats 
of Maryland point ; and yet, after twelve hours work on her refittal, she 
was agmn under weigh, and advanced up the river." 

During the subsequent operations against Baltimore, we 
find Captain Napier commanding a division of boats sent up 
the Ferry branch of the Patapsco river, for the pprjpose of 
causing a diversion favourable to the intended assault upon 
the enemy's entrenched camp at the opposite side of the city. 
The rain poured in torrents, and the night was so extremely 
dark that eleven out of twenty boats pulled, by mistake, di- 
rectly for the harbour. Fortunately, the lights on shore dis- 
covered to the crews their perilous situation in time for them 
to retreat. The remainder, containing 128 officers, seamen^ 
and marines, led by Captain Napier, passed up the Ferry 
branch to a considerable distance above fort M^Henry, and 
opened a heavy fire of rockets and shot upon the shore, at 
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several parts of which they could have landed with ease, had 
the whole of their force been together. After having drawn 
down a considerable number of American troops, and thereby 
effected his object. Captain Napier returned to the squadron 
with the loss of only one man, who was mortally wounded 
when repassing fort M 'Henry*, the position of the boats being 
pointed out to the enemy by a rocket, which one of the offi- 
cers imprudently caused to be fired. It is worthy of remark, 
that the British troops commenced their retreat from before 
Baltimore whilst Captain Napier was thus paving the way for 
the meditated attack. 

Captain Napier was nominated a C. B. June 4,* 1815 ; and 
the Eoryalus paid off by him ^ about the same period. He 
married the widow of Lieutenant Edward £ler9^ R. N. 

Agents. — ^Messrs. Maude. 



JOHN RICHARDS, Esq. 

A Knight of the Ottotnan Order of the Crescetit. 

Enterbd the navy in Oct. IJT^n under the patronage of 
Captain (afterwards Sir Charles) Thompson; and was a.mid- 
shipman on board the Alcide J^y commanded by that gallant 
officer, in the different actions with the Count de Grasse, off 
Martinique, the Chesapeake, and St. Kitt's^ in 1781, and 
Jan. 1782 f. He also assisted at the defeat and capture of 
the same celebrated French Admiral, on the memorable 12th 
April, 1782 1. 

The Alcide returned to England in June, 1783 ; and on the 
15th of the following month Mr. Richards joined the Triumph 
74, commanded by Captain Philip Affleck, and stationed as a 
guard-ship at Portsmouth, where he remained under that 

* Fort M 'Henry is a strong work, defending the water approach to 
Baltimore, and situated about two miles from the city, upon the point of 
the peninsula that forms the south side of the harbour, wluch, at its eiu 
trance, is scarcely a quarter of a mile in width. 

t See Vol. II. Part I. p. 62 ; and the notes at pp. 63 — 66. 

X See Vol. I. p. 35 et seq. 
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The Alfred farmed part of die fleet that sailed from St. 
Hden't, ondo* Bcar-Adnuial Christiatt, m Not. 17% ; and 
she was twice oWged to pot badL dnoi^ stress of weedier*; 
die latter time £smaflted. After refitting at Plymouth we find 
her [riaced onder the orders of Ylce-Admiral Cocnwaffis, with 
whom she finally took her depariore for the West ln£es, Feb. 
29,1796. 

Earty in the fiiDowii^ month, the Alfi^ captnred la Fa* 
▼orite FreniA national ship, of 22 gons ; and retook two of 
the conroy, which had been dispersed by a hea? y gale in the 
latjtnde of Cape Finisterre f. 

* See p. 296 r/ My. of SoppL Put I. 
t Viee-Admiral Cornwalfii retaraed to Spiibead oo ^ I4th Mar., ia 
ccmtqaeoet of Us flsig-d^ bafii^ sastuned modi dMmagc by rnnaio^ foal 
of the Befinrios trmspoft. 
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On her arrival at Barbadoee, the Alfred joined the expedi- 
tion then about to sail against St. Lucia : and after assisting 
at the reduction of that island *, she proceeded to Jamaica, 
capturing, on her way thither, la Renomm6e French frigate, 
of 44 guns and 320 men. The high opinion then entertained 
of Lieutenant Richards by his Captain, is thus expressed in a 
letter from the latter to Commodore Duckworth, dated Port 
Royal, July 19, 1796 : 

** Sir, — Having, as seuior officer at this port, given an order for the pur- 
diase of la Renomm^e frigate, prize to H. M. ship under my command, I 
have thought proper to appoint my first Lieutenant, Mr. John Richards, as 
acting Captain in her for the present : and I cannot, in justice to that gen- 
tleman, omit recommending him to your notice, as I have always found 
him a worthy, attentive, good officer. His conduct while on board the cor- 
vette la Favorite, captured by the Alfred on the 5th March last, was such 
as to enable Captain Bowen, of H.M. S. Canada, whom he fell in with on 
his passage to Barbadoes, to recommend him to the attention of the Admi- 
ralty. 1 have likewise strenuously recommended him to their Lordships 
on this secondary business ; and have to hope, as la Renomm^e constitutes 
an appointment for a Post-Captain, that you will have the goodness to ap- 
point Lieutenant Richards to the vacant rank of Commander. I have the 
honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) *' Thomas Druby." 

In his letter to the Admiralty, reporting the capture of la 
Renommee^ Captain Drury says : 

*' In justice to the officers and company of H. M. ship under my com- 
mand, particularly my first Lieutenant, Mr. John Richards, I cannot 
help expressing my entire approbation of their steady behaviour, which I 
am confident would have been very conspicuous had she been a ship of 
equal force.'' 

Notwithstanding the above strong recommendation^ lieu- 
tenant Richards was ordered by Commodore Duckworth to 
resume his former station on board the Alfred, in which ship 
he continued, under the command of Captain Drury, and that 
oflScer's successor, the late Rear- Admiral Totty, until Aug. 2/, 
1798, acting as Captain of her during the absence of the 
former oflBcer, in June, 1796 ; assisting at the reduction of 
Trinidad^ in Feb. 1797 5 and again commanding her^ whilst 

• See Vol. I. note t at p. 134. 
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the latter ofiScer was employed on shore at Porto Rico, in the 
month of April following*. 

On the 16th Feb. 1798, Lieutenant Richards volunteered 
to head the Alfred's boatii' in an attack upon a French cor- 
vette, which vessel had been sent to reconnoitre the Saintes, 
and when chased from thence succeeded in getting within 
range of the batteries at Basseterre, Guadaloupe, leaving the 
British ship becalmed some distance in the offing. His offer 
being accepted by Captain Totty, and observing that the 
greater part of the enemy's crew were employed towing. 
Lieutenant Richards instantly shoved off in a fast-rowing 
gig, dashed alongside, and boarded her without waiting for 
any support. Fortunately, perhaps, for him, the Frenchmen 
who remained on board were so surprised at his audacity, 
and intimidated by the approach of the other boats, that they 
ran below, and were secured under hatches, without making 
any resistance. The prize proved to be le Scipio, of 20 
guns I 

We next find Lieutenant Richards joining the Queen Char- 
lotte, a first rate, bearing the flag of his early patron. Sir 
Charles Thompson ; after whose demise (Mar. 17, 1799), he 
prpceeded with Rear- Admiral Whitshed to the Mediterranean 
station, and was there promoted into la Courageuse sloop, 
stationed as a receiving ship at Port Mahon. This appoint- 
ment was confirmed by the, Admiralty, Dec. 26, 1799. 

On the 20th June, 1800, Captain Richards received an order 
to act as captain of the Culloden 74, which ship he brought 
home in a very leaky condition. His next appointment was 
to la Victorieuse of 12 guns, and in that vessel he went back 
to the Mediterranean with despatches for the commander-in- 
chief, whom he rejoined in Marmorice bay, Jan. 7^.1801. 

During the Egyptian campaign, la Victorieuse was princi- 
pally employed blockading Alexandria, off which port she 
captured sevecal vessels laden with supplies for the French 
army. Captain Richards likewise assisted at the reduction of 
Marabout castle, situated about seven or eight miles from that 
place, and protecting one of the entrances to the western 

• See Vol, I. rtote at p. 1 12 et seq. 
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harbour. For his gallantry on this occasion, he was pre- 
sented with a gold snuff box and shawl by the Capitan Pacha ; 
and several other articles of value by different Turkish com- 
manders. 

About the same period, the Peterel sloop and la Victorieuse 
drove a French transport brig on shore, and sent their boats 
to save the enemy from being murdered by the Arabs. A gale 
of wind suddenly came on, and the land being dead to lee- 
ward, only one boat, a gig, belonging to Captain Richards, 
could pull off; the remainder were stove, and their crews 
consequently exposed to very great danger. At this trying 
moment the commander of la Victorieuse ordered two spare 
top- masts to be battened together, and boats' masts stepped 
in the fid-holes ; by which means the raft, having one man on 
it, was sailed on shore, and every person, both English and 
French, rescued from destruction. 

On the 21st Aug. 1801, the western bogaze having been 
discovered and accurately siirTC yed *, la Victorieuse entered 
the port of Alexandria in company with three other British 
and the same number of Ottoman sloops, for the purpose 
of supporting the left flank of the troops under Major- 
General Coote, in an attack upon the French posts. On this 
occasion the combined squadron was led by Captain Rich- 
ards, under the immediate orders of Captain the Hon. Alex- 
ander Cochrane, then on board la Victorieuse. 

At the conclusion of the campaign, Captain Richards was 
presented with the Turkish gold medal, in common with 
his brother oflScers. He afterwards visited Cyprus, Smyrna, 
and Constantinople, where he was invested with a pelisse 
by order of the Grand Seignor. We subsequently find him 
proceeding to Athens, Zante, Malta, Palermo, Cagliara, Mar- 
seilles, Barcelona, Lisbon, Ceuta, and Tangiers. 

In Nov. 1802, la Victorieuse made a second trip to the 
Bosphorus, for the purpose of landing Mirza Aboo Talib 
Khan, a distinguished Persian traveller, who had long been 
resident in London. Shortly after his arrival in that strait, 

J 

• See Suppl., Part I, p. 479. 
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Captain Richards received a letter from the British Am- 
bassador at Constantinople, a copy of which we shall lay 
before our readers, for the purpose of shewing that the " El- 
gin Marbles/' &c. were not so cheaply procured by the 
noble collector as many persons are disposed to believe : 

" Constantinople, Oct. 25, 1802. 
" Sir,— As I understand that Major Brace left you at the Dardanelles, 
I beg leave to address the bearer to you, in case he should be so fortunate 
as to meet you. I send him to Cerigo, where I am assured that a brig 
belongmg to me foundered about a month ago. I have no direct intelli- 
gence, either of the accident, or of the means or hopes of recovering the 
vessel, or the cargo. A merchant-captain, who travelled vrith Major 
Brace to Constantinople, declares he was on the island at the time ; and 
that Mr. Hamilton, an English gentleman, attached to my embassy (who 
was on bolu-d), had engaged two large merchantmen to nuse the brig, 
which, he adds, they expected to be able to accomplish. This merchant- 
captain further says, he heard you intended not proceeding to Constanti- 
nople, in case the northeriy wind should continue. This probability makes 
me venture to say, that if it does suit your plans to call at Cerigo, and 
examine, direct, or even assist in recovering my brig (the same for which 
you obligingly took an interest last year), you will confer the highest favor 
upon me. The vessel, in itself, is of consequence, as she is not insured 5 
but her cargo is infinitely more so. She had on board a number of cases 
of acquisitions, which I had collected with immense trouble, and expense, 
at Athens, and which are, in their way, invaluable. I venture to say, that, 
Qltho' the ship and cargo are my property, and cannot therefore justify my 
ftsking your interference, publicly, yet the assistance I have experienced 
from Lord Keith and Sir Richard Bickerton, on the subject of these acqui- 
sitions, gives me confidence in saying, that, in as far as they, or the com- 
manding officer under whose orders you may now be, are to judge, they 
will not pass an unfavorable opinion, on your making as much exertion, 
for the recovery of this vessel and cargo, as for any other merchantman : 
in saying this, I beg you to be assured, that I fieel the dedsion on your 
part to rest solely with yourself, and that my obUgation will of course be 
entirely to you. At all events, I am confident you will understand the 
anxiety I must have on this occasion, and that you will give the bearer any 
directions or ud which you may think useful for him. I have the honor 
lo remain. Sir, with much respect, your faithful, humble servant, 

(Signed) " Elgin.'' 

In consequence of this communication. Captain Richards 
immediately proceeded to Port St. Nicolo, where he used 
every means in his power to recover the Ambassador's valu- 
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able property J but was obliged to abandon the attempt after 
eleven days' most strenuous exertions, the whole of his 
purchases having given way, and there being no possibility 
of replacing them. 

Shortly after the renewal of hostilities (1803), Captain 
Richards was stationed between Capes Spartel and Trafalgar, 
where he fell in with and engaged two French armed vessels, 
but was unable to close with them in consequence of their 
sweeping over to the African coast, leaving la Victorieuse 
nearly becalmed in the offing. On the 22d of the same 
month (July) he sailed from Gibraltar, with Lord Nelson's 
despatches for the Admiralty ; and at the latter end of Sep- 
tember following, he had the mortification to be put out of 
conmiission ; although his sloop was then refitted, and had 
been ordered to prepare for the reception of the gentleman 
who was at that time appointed his Majesty's representative 
at Washington. While on half- pay he received a letter from 
his Persian friend, of which the following is an exact trans* 
latioD : 

" Calcutta, 29 Oct. 1803* 
*' Dear Sir, — I have the pleasure to inform you that I arrived here a few 
months ago. I have since used my best endeavours to procure a white 
shawl for your friend, but have not been fortunate enough to find one to 
my wish. In the mean time I avail myself of the opportunity of a gentle« 
man returning to England, to forward you a green shawl, the best I could 
get here, addressed to you in Berners Street. When I go up to my native 
city of Lucknowy I am certain of procuring a white one there of the finest 
quality, which I shall take care to send you by the first occasion. I have 
have had the pleasure of meeting with, and presenting your respects to 
Captain Thomhill and his daughter. In requesting you to accept of my 
most grateful acknowledgements for the uniform kindness and attention 
which I received on board your ship, I remtdn. Dear Sir, your mosi 
obedient faithful servant, 

(Signed) " Aboo Talib Khan." 

The writer of the above letter was well known in England, 
under the title of the *^ Persian Prince." A narrative of his 
travels, written by himself, and translated by the Hon. East 
India Company's Professor of Oriental Languages, was pub- 
lished by Longman and Co. in 1810. Speaking of his voyage 
in la Victorieuse, he says : 
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" As soon as I had an opportunity of shewing to Captain Richards the 
etters of his Majesty's Ministers to the English Consuls and Ambassadors 
at the different courts, and he was thereby convinced of my attachment to, 
ami connexion with the British nation, he conducted himself to me with 
brotherly affection, and anticipated every wish of my heart. This voyage 
was therefore one of the pleasantest I had ever undertaken." 

Captain Richards's next appointment was, July 1, 1804, to 
the Broderscarp sloop, stationed as a guard-ship inWhitstable 
bay, where he continued until Oct. 1805. Whilst command- 
ing that vessel he detained and made prize of a neutral ship, 
with a valuable cargo of hemp and tallow, bound to a French 
port. 

On the 18th Sept. 1806, Captain Richards commissioned 
the Forester, a hew brig of the largest class, in which he 
was employed escorting the trade to and from the Baltic, 
and occasionally cruising on the coast of Holland, where he 
recaptmred an English ship laden with timber, feathers, and 
wheat, and prevented many neutrals from entering the 
blockaded ports of the enemy. He also captured the Hiram, 
a celebrated smuggling cutter ; and burnt the wreck of H. M. 
late frigate Flora, in order to prevent the Dutch from ob- 
taining any of her materials *. 

In June 1808, Captain Richards was entrusted with the 
command of a small squadron stationed off Goree ; and in 
the following month he received orders to fit for foreign 
service. 

The Forester sailed from Spithead, with 500,000 dollars on 

board for the use of the Spanish patriots, and seven sail of 

transports imder her convoy ; two, laden with ordnance 

stores, bound to Corunna ; and the others with provisions for 

• the West India garrisons. 

After a stay of eight days at Corunna, Captain Richards 
proceeded to Barbadoes, and there joined Sir Alexander 
Cochrane, by whom he was successively employed in the 
blockade of Martinique and Guadaloupe. 

♦ The Flora 36, Captain Loftus Otway Bland, was wrecked Jan. 19, 
1808 ', and in the same gale every vessel of the Heligoland squadron^ 
except the Forester, was likewise driven on shore. 
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On the 31 St May, 1809 (about four months after the surren- 
der of the former vahiable colony)^ the boats of a small squad- 
ron^ under the orders of Captain Richards, captured a French 
brig letter of marque, and a schooner, lying in Port du Mo- 
las, where they were protected by 4 long 8-pounders and 300 
soldiers. This service was conducted by Lieutenant Robert 
Carr, of the Attentive gun-brig, who after securing his prizes, 
landed, spiked the enemy's guns, and blew up their magazine. 

A few days afterwards, the subject of this memoir removed 
to the Abercrombie 74, at A ntigua, of which ship he continu- 
ed to act as Captain until Aug. 31 following, when he left her 
in consequence of his having been promoted by the Admi- 
ralty, and appointed to the Cyclops 28 "/or rank.'* His post 
commission bears date June 2, 1809. 

Captain Richards returned home, via Halifax, and was 
allowed the expenses of his passage from thende to England 
in a packet. 

Agent. — J. Hinxman, Esq. 



GEORGE SANDERS, Esq] 

This officer was made a Commander April 29, 1802 ; and 
appointed to the Falcon of 14 guns, about Mar. 1804. On 
the 10th June, in the following year, we find him engaged 
with a division of the Havre flotilla, and the batteries be- 
tween that place and Fecamp ; on which occasion his sloop 
suffered considerably in her sails and rigging, but had not a 
man slain, and only four persons wounded. 

The Falcon was subsequently employed affording protec- 
tion to the Baltic trade, and co-operating with the garrison of 
Dantzic, during the siege of that city by the French army 
under Marshal Lefebvre. The only correct account of the 
exertions made by the British naval force to succour the 
brave Prussians that has ever been published, will be found at 
pp. 228—233 of Suppl. Part I. 

Captain Sanders was next appointed to the Bellctte of 18 

SUPPL. PART II. C 
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guns, in which brig he captured the following armed vessels^ 
on the Leeward Islands station : 

Jalouse French privateer, of 4 guns and 75 men ; Confiance privateer, 
pierced for 16 guns, but mounting only 7« tvith a complement of 70 men ; 
and the Revanche letter of marque, of 6 guns and 44 men, laden vnth 
provisions, from Bourdeaux bound to Guadaloupe. This latter vessel, 
pierced for 18 ^ims, had been a very successful privateer all the war, 
imd was intended to be again fully armed and manned, as soon as her car- 
go was discharged. 

Captain Sanders obtained post rank June 2, 1809. 
jigents, — Messrs Stilwell. 



RIGHT HON. LORD JAMES TOWNSHEND. 

Youngest son of George, the first Marquis Townshend, by 
his second lady, Anne, daughter of Sir William Montgomery^ 
Bart. 

This officer was bom Sept. 11, 1785 ; and he appears, by 
Mr. James's account, to have been first Lieutenant of the 
Atlas 74, in Sir J. T. Duckworth's action, off St. Domingo, 
Feb. 6, 1806 *. His promotion to the rank erf Commander 
took place Nov. 14 following. 

On the 15th Aug. I8O75 Lord James Townshend addressed 
an official letter to Vice- Admiral Berkeley, commander-in- 
chief at Halifax, of which the following is a copy : 

« Sir, — I beg leave to represent to you, that the five men named in the 
Hiargm f, belonging to H. M. sloop Halifax, under my command 5 when 
sent with a petty officer in the jolly-boat, in Hampton roads^ on the 7th 
March last, to weigh a kedge-anchor, which had previously been dropped 
for the purpose of swinging the ship by, taking advantage of the dusk of the 
evenmg, mutinied upon the petty officer, some of them threatening to mur- 
der lum ; but the rest interfering they desisted. However, taking the boat 
under their own command, they succeeded in deserting, by landmg at 



• See Nav, Hist. Vol. IV. p. 282 3 and Rot/al Nov. Biog. Vol. I, 
Part 1. note at p. 262. 

t Richard Hubert^ Henry Saunders^ Jenkin Radford^ George Norths and 
Williiun HiU 
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5$eweIP8 pftiui. The whole of the above-mentioned deserters, I have since 
been informed, entered on board the U. S. frigate Chesapeake, and were 
seen by me and several of my officers parading the streets of Norfolk in 
triumph, nnder the American flag. A few days after their desertion, I 
accosted one of these men, Henry Saunders, asking the reason of his de- 
serting, and received for answer, that he did not intend any thing of the 
kind, but was compelled by the rest to assist, and would embrace the first 
opportunity of returning. At that moment Jenkin Radford, one of the 
said deserters, coming up, took the arm of the scud Henry Saunders, de- 
cla^g with an oath, that neither he, nor any of the rest of the deserters, 
should return to this ship ; and with a contemptuous gesture told me that 
he was in the land of liberty, and instantly dragged the said Henry Saunders 
away. 

*' Finding that my expostulating any longer would not only be useless in 
•btaining the deseirters, but in all probability have collected a mob of Ame- 
ricans, who no doubt would have proceeded to steps of violence, I instantly 
repured to the house of Colonel Hamilton, the British Consul there, and re- 
lated every circumstance which occurred, and applied to him, as also to 
Lieutenant Siuclur, of the rendezvous for the United States' service, to re- 
cover the said deserters, but without effect. 

''Being since informed that Jenkin Radford has been recovered in 
action on board the U. S. frigate Chesapeake, with H. B, M. ship Leo- 
pard *, and is now a prisoner on board H. M. S. Bellona, I have to re- 
quest that you will be pleased to direct a court-martial may be assembled 
for the purpose of trying the said Jenkin Radford, for the within-mentioned 
charges of mutiny, desertion, and contempt. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " J. Townshend." 

From the minutes of the court-martial it appears that 
Jenkin Radford (a native of the British metropolis), was found 
in the Chesapeake's coal-hole ; and that, being seen by the 
Purser of the Leopard, he was immediately recognized by him 
as a man who had been discharged from her to the Halifax. 
When called upon for his defence, he stated, that the evi- 
dence brought against him was so strong, there was but little 
left for him to say ; that the reason of his hiding himself in 
the coal-hole was for fear of the Americans making him 
fight against his country, which he declared he would not do 
on any account : that he, with all the men who deserted from 
the Halifax, were perstiaded by the boatswain of the Chesa- 
peake to enter for her, which they did. Lieutenant Sinclair 

• See Vol. II. Part H. pp. 892—697. 
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cLsMng them if they had not a second name. That about 30 
men went in the first draft with him to the Chesapeake, 
when Captain Gordon mustered them ; and that they were 
mustered again in Hampton roads by Commodore Barron!" 
The Court being of opinion that the charges preferred by Lord 
James Townshend were proved, adjudged the prisoner to suf- 
fer death, which sentence was carried into efifect at the fore- 
yard-arm of the Halifax, Aug. 31, 1807. 

Lord James Townshend's post commission bears d^te 
June 2, 1809 3 and we subsequently find him commanding 
the iEolus 32,' in which frigate he encountered a' violent hur- 
ricane while cruizing off New York, with a small squadron 
under his orders, Sept. 30, 1811 *. In Feb. and Mar. 1813, 
he had the good fortune to capture; six American ships, 
laden with cotton, logwood, rice, corn, molasses, &c. ; and 
one neutral with a cargo of bread and flour. 

His Lordship married. May 8, 1813, Elizabeth, daughter 
of Mr. P. Wallis, Government Cooper, at Halifax. 

jiigent.'-John Chippendale, Esq. 



THOMAS THRUSH, Esq. 

• 

Served as a Lieutenant of the Sans Pareil 80, under Lord 
Hugh Seymour ; obtained the rank of Commander April 29, 
1802; was appointed to the Avon sloop, in Sept. 1806; 
and made a Post-Captain June 8, 1809. He resigned his 
commission, Jan. 14, 1825, "on the ground of the unlawful- 
ness of war.** His "Letter to the King,** published at that 
period, has been ably answered by Mr. William Anderson, 
Master Painter of H. M. Dock Yard, Portsmouth. 



WILLIAM MOUNSEY, Esq. 

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath. 

Fifth son of the late George Mounsey, of Carlisle, co. 
• See Captain Frederick JVIarryatt, C. B. 
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Cumberland, Esq. ; and grandson of the late Rev. Robert 
Mounsey, Vicar of Ravenstonedale, in Westmoreland *. 

This distinguished officer commenced his naval career 
Feb, 23, 17^0, at the age of thirteen years, as a midshipman 
on board the Royal Oak 74, Captain Sir Digby Dent, which 
ship formed part of a squadron sent out, in May^foUowing, 
to reinforce Vice-Admiral Arbuthnot, on the North Ameri- 
can station ; it being known that M. deTernay and the Count 
de Rochambeau had recently sailed from Brest with a for- 
midable naval and military force, bound to Rhode Island. In 
the course of his first voyage across the Atlantic, Mr. M oun- 
sey witnessed the capture of a valuable French East In- 
diaman. 

The Roy^l Oak and her consorts arrived off Sandy Hook 
on the 13th July, only two days after the French commanders 
had reached the anchorage to which they were destined, and 
where they secured themselves so completely as to put it 
out of the power of the British to make anjattack with^any 
other prospect than that of discomfiture. 

From the Royal Oak, Mr. Mounsey removed with Sir 
Digby Dent to the Raisonable 64 ; the commander-in-chief 
having selected the former ship to bear his flag. 

Returning home with despatches, the Raisonable] encoun- 
tered the tail of a hurricane, and was so much shattered that 
it became necessary to frap her sides together : she was con- 
sequently paid off immediately after her arrival. 

We next find Mr. Mounsey serving under Sir Digby Dent 
in the Repulse, a new 64, forming part of the squadron de- 
tached from Vice-Admiral Darby's fleet to cover the landing 
of pro^dsions and stores at Gibraltar, in April 1781. While 
on that service she was frequently engaged with the Spanish 
flotilla, and previous to her departure from the bay the 
greater part of the besieged town was totally destroyed by 
the enemy's land batteries f. 
Towards the close of the same year, Mr. Mounsey follow- 

• (leorge Mounsey, Esq. had fourteen children, twelve of whom were 
still living in Dec. 1827. 

t Sec Vol. I, Part I. p. 4, and note : at p. 33. 
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ed Sir Digby Dent into the Cumberland 74, which ship was 
shortly afterwards placed under the command of Captain 
William Allen^ to whom he was strongly recommended by 
his early and constant patron, whose ill health had obliged 
him to retire from active service. 

On the 6th Feb. 1782, the Cumberland sailed for India, in 
company with a squadron under Commodore Sir Richard 
Bickerton (to whose favorable notice Mr. Mounsey was like^ 
wise recommended), and she appears to have sustained a loss 
<5f 2 men killed and 11 wounded in the last battle between 
Sir Edward Hughes and M. de Sufirein, fought off Cudda- 
lore, June 20, 1783 *. 

Mr. Mounsey returned to England in May, 1784 5 and 
served the remainder of his time as midshipman on board the 
Orestes sloop. Captain Manley Dixon. After passing the 
usual examination, he successively joined the Arethusa frigate. 
Captain John Stanhope ; Victory of 100 guns, bearing the 
flag of Lord Hood during the Spanish and Russian arma- 
ments ; Duke 98, flag-ship of the same noble veteran in 
1792 ; and Juno frigate. Captain Samuel Hood, 

At the commencement of the French revolutionary war, 
Mr. Mounsey was again received on board the Victory, in 
which ship Lord Hood was then about to sail for the Medi- 
terranean. His promotion to the rank of Lieutenant took 
place May 22, 1793, on which occasion he was appointed by 
his Lordship to the Ardent 64, Captain Robert Manneni 
Sutton. 

Mr. Mounsey was now about to enter into a series of very 
active and hazardous services. On the arrival of the fleet 
under Lord Hpod at Gibraltar, he received an appointment 
to the Lowestoffe frigate. Captain William Wolseley, under 
whose command he assisted at the occupation of Toulon ; the 
attack upon Fornelli, in Corsica ; and the reduction of St, 
Fiorenzo, Bastia, and Calvi. During the blockade of Ba8<- 
tia, he volunteered his services to cut out a vessel from under 
a battery on the island of Capraja, and the protection of nu« 

• See Vol. I, Part I, note at p. 425. 
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ttierous troops^ who, together wiUi her crew, kept up a con- 
tinual fire as the LowestofFe's boats advanced. This vessel 
was laden with powder, and her capture greatly accelerated 
the &11 of Bastia. 

Lieutenant Mounsey returned home in the Iniperieuse fri- 
gate, and was afterwards appointed in succession to the Tri- 
dent 64, Impregnable 98, Duke of similar force. Defiance 74, 
and Clyde 38 ; the latter ship commanded by that excellent 
officer. Captain (now Commissioner) Cunningham, with whom 
he continued until his promotion, April 29, 1802. 

On the 6th July, 1801, the boats of the Clyde and her con- 
sorts *, under the directions of Lieutenant Mounsey, set fire 
to, and totally destroyed the wreck of the Jason frigate ; a 
service most gallantly executed, under a heavy fire from two 
French batteries, and in the presence of two large frigates, a 
corvette, and eight gun- vessels, then lying at St. Maloes +. 

From May 17, 1802, until the autumn of 1808, Captain 
Mounsey commanded the Rosario sloop ; and was succes- 
sively employed protecting the revenue, carrying despatches 
to the Mediterranean, cruising on the Irish, Boulogne, and 
Havre stations, reconnoitring the enemy's ports in the north 
of .Spain, assisting at the capture of the Danish West India 
islands]:, and escorting a fleet of merchantmen from the 
Leeward Islands to England. During the above period he 
captured two Dutch ships from Surinam and Berbice, laden 
with colonial produce, and ten other of the enemies' mer- 
chant vessels : he also assisted at the capture of I'Atalante, 
French ship privateer, of 22 guns and 120 men. 

Captain Mounsey's next appointment was, April 18, 1809, 
to the Bonne Citoyenne, a flush-decked ship, mounting 18. 
thirty-two-pounder carronades and 2 long nines, with a com- 
plement of 120 officers, men and boys. In that sloop he 
6rst proceeded to Lisbon, with despatches for Earl St. Vin- 
cent; and subsequently sailed from England in company with 
the trade bound to Quebec. On his way thither he fell in 

• Weazle sloop> two gun-brigs, and two luggers. 

t See Vol. II, Part I, p. 80. 

; See Vol. I, Part I, last par. at p. 263. 
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with, pursued, and after a sanguinary battle of nearly seven 
hours, captured la Furieuse French frigate, armed en flute ; 
an event which added fresh lustre to his Majesty's arms, and 
fully entitled him to the marks of royal and official favor 
which he afterwards received. The following is a copy of 
his public letter to Sir John B. Warren, Bart, dated at Hali- 
fax, Aug. I, 1809, reporting that brilliant occurrence : 

** Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of my 

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that, having sailed from Spithead, 

on the Idth June, in company with H. M. S. Inflexible and the Quebec 

trade, on the 2d July, in lat. 44» N. long. 27° W., I had the misfortune 

to lose sight of the convoy when reconnoitring a strange suspicious sail 

astern, and by traversing between the parallels of 43^ and 44^ N., edging 

to the westward in proportion to the distance I supposed they would sul 

with such winds, in order to regain the fleet, I had the good fortune on 

the 6th, at 3 P. M., in lat. 43<> 41' N., and long. 34« W., to fall in with a 

French frigate in the act of taking possession of a large English merchant 

ship, which they relinquished on our approach, steering to the northward 

under a press of sail. Finding they did not answer the private signal, I 

immediately bore up in pursuit, and, aftei' a chase of 18 hours, at 9-25 

A. M. on the 6th, had the satisfaction to lay H. M. sloop alongside within. 

pistol-shot of the enemy, who had brought to, to engage us. 

" A brisk cannonade with round and grape immediately commenced, and 
the combat continued with unabated fury, gradually closing until 4-16 
P. M., when our powder being nearly expended I determined to carry her by 
boardmg with all hands; and at the instant of laying her aboard for that pur-- 
pose, they called out they had surrendered, and struck their colours to H. M. 
sloop. Thus ended a conflict obstinately maintained for six hours and, 
fifty minutes, during which the enemy fired away more than 70 broadsides, 
whilst H. M. sloop, not less sparing, discharged 129 destructive broad- 
sides, alternately from the starboard and larboard sides, as circumstances 
would permit me to change her position with advantage, so as to avoid the 
necessity of slackening our fire from the guns being over-heated ; three of 
which were dismounted and rendered useless early in the action. 

'' She {proved to be la Furieuse, a French frigate of the largest class,, 
that escaped from the Saintes on the Ist April, pierced for 48 guns, but 
having only 12 forty-two-pounder carronades and 2 long twenty-four 
pounders on the mam deck, with 6 of smaller calibre," (James says 8- 
pounders) ; '' 40 soldiers at small arms, her full proportion of officers, and 
a complement of 200 men, besides the Colonel, 2 Lieutenants, and a de-^ 
tachment of the 66th regiment of the line ; partly loaded with sugar and 
co0ee ; last from Basse Terre, bound to France ; she is seven years old,, 
aod sails very fast. 
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** After a hard conteited action^ &inost ardaoas duty still remained to be 
performed. On taking possession^ wc found the frigate in a most perilous 
state^ with 14 sbot-holes between wind and water, and 5 feet water in her 
hold. Her top-masts, and all her yards (except the cross-jack and spiit" 
sail) shot away, and her lower-masts so badly wounded as to render it 
almost impossible to prevent them from falling ; with more than 70 men 
killed and wounded : whilst H. M. sloop was reduced to a mere wreck, 
having all her lower-masts badly wounded in several places, the top-masts 
shot away, and nearly all the standing, and every part of the running rig- 
ging, sails, boats, &c. cut to pieces. After securing the prisoners, the 
weather being very favourable during the night, by the exertions of Mr 
(Williams) Sandom, second Lieutenant, and Mr. Atwater, the carpenter, 
several of the most dangerous shot-holes were stopped, so as to enable 
them to keep the ship free: but all their efforts to save her roasts proved 
ineffectual, as the main and mlzen went overboaru the next oay, leaving 
the bare fore-mast standing, wounded in three places. 

** The indefatigable exertions of every officer and man in the Bonne 
Cicpyenne, in fishing and securing her roasts, so as to be able to take the 
frigate in tow, and surmounting every other difficulty, merits my warmest 
praise and admiration ; and I feel highly gratified in reporting to their 
lordships, that nothing could exceed the animated zeal and unwearied intre- 
pidity of the officers, seamen, and royal marines, whom I have the honor 
to command, in a contest with an enemy apparently of so great a supe- 
riority of force ; and I beg particularly to mention the able assistance that 
1 received from Mr. (Joseph) Symes, the first Lieutenant, Mr. Sandom, 
and Mr. (Nathaniel) Williamson, the master, which contributed greatly to 
the success of the action; Mr. (John N. C.) Scott, the purser, Mr. John 
Black, and Mr. M'Auley, passengers, in the handsomest manner, volun- 
teered their services, assisted at the guns, and wherever they could make 
themselves most useful ; and Mr. Stewart, the surgeon, deserves much 
praise for his humanity -and' great attention to our own as well as the 
wounded prisoners ; indeed the patience with which all hands have borne 
the extreme fatigue and privation of ^ being constantly on deck for 25 days 
and nights, does them infinite credit, and urges me to so long a detail. 

** Thus circumstanced, Ivi^as induced to make the be&t of my way to 
this port, where I arrived with the prize on the 1st instant. The Bonne 
Citoyenne requiring three lower-masts, top-masts, &c. to enable her to 
proceed in the execution of their lordships' orders. . I have the honor 
herewith to enclose a list of the killed aad wounded, and I am happy to 
say our loss has been inconceivably small, which I can attribute only to 
the lowness of the Bonne Citoyenne's hull, and being so^close under the 
enemy's guns •. - 

• Bonne Citoyenne, 1 killed, 6 wounded.— F«nVa*(?, 36 killed, 3? 
wounded. 
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On his return to England, with a convoy from Quebec^ 

Captain Mounsey received a very flattering private letter 

from the First Lord of the Admiralty, of which the following 

is a transcript : 

" Admiralty, Sept. 20, 1809. 
** Sir, — I <Ud not £ul this day, to lay before his Majesty the particalara 
of your conduct in the attack and capture of the Furieuse, French frigate, 
on the 6th July. The enterprising gallantry with which yo^ approached 
and attacked a ship bearing such an appearance of a commanding supe- 
riority of force, and the skill, courage, and perseverance manifested by 
you, and by the officers, seamen, and marines imder your command, 
during an action of such long continuance, and so warmly contested, have 
recdved his Majesty's fullest approbation; and bis Mf^sty has been 
graciously pleased to bestow on you a medal, as an honorable memorial 
of your very gallant and distinguished conduct on that occasion. It has 
^ven me the greatest satbfaction to sign a commission promoting you to 
the rank of Post-Captain, and appointing you to the command of the fine 
frigate, which you have so nobly added to the naval force of the country ; 
I have also great pleasure in notifying to you the promotion of Lieutenant 
3ymes, to the rank of Commander, and I have to request that you will 
transmit to me the names of the warrant officers of the Bonne Citoyenne, 
with a view to their promotion in their several ranks i together with the 
name of the mate, or midshipman, whom you shall recommend for the 
rank of Lieutenant, and the names of any very meritorious petty officers 
severally under the boatswsdn, gunner, and carpenter, who may be 
deserving of promotion, and qualified to receive it. I trust that this 
general promotion, through every rank serving in the Bonne Citoyenne, 
may be a satisfactory testimony of my estimation of the action which has 
been achieved; and may operate as an incentive to others, to emulate an 
example so worthy of imitation and applause. I have the honor to be, 

with the highest esteem, &c. 

(Signed) " Mulgbave.*^* 

" To Captain Mounsey.** 

The Furieuse requiring a thorough repair^ in consequence 
of her shattered state^ was not got ready for commissioning 

* A public letter from the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated three days 
after the above, informed Captain Mounsey that he was to take post-rank 
fh>m the day of the action, and directed him ** to signify to Lieutenant 
Symes, that it was the intention of their Lordships, as a reward for his 
gallant services, to promote him to the rank of Commander, the moment 
he should have completed his two years' servitude as a Lieutenant'' which 
latter rank he did not obtain before March 13^ 1808. 
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before Nov. 1811 ; at which period Captain Mounsey received 
orders to take charge of the outward-bound Lisbon and 
Mediterranean trade* During the remainder of the war with 
France^ jhe was very actively employed under the command 
of Sir ^ward Pellew^ by whom be was^ at firsts attached to the 
Hishore squadron off Toulon^ ; secondly^ sent on a cruise off 
Corsica^ where his boats captured a French tartan loaded 
with wheat ; and, thirdly, placed under the orders of the 
senior officer on the coasts of Naples and Sicily. In Nov. 1812, 
and Jan. 1813, he captured the French privateers Nebrophonus 
and Argus, each mounting 4 guns ; the former carrying 54, and 
the latter 85 men. flis gallant and officer-like conduct at the 
capture of Ponza, Feb. 26, 1813, was highly spoken of by 
Captain Charles Napier, a copy of whose official letter, re- 
porting the manner in which that island was obtained posses- 
sion of, will be found at p. 5 et seq. 

On the 7th of May following, the boats of the Furieuse, 
commanded by Lieutenants Walter Croker and Williams 
Sandom, cut out, from under the tower and batteries of 
Orbitello, a^xebec mounting 2 six-pounders; in the perform- 
ance pf which service, Mr. Webb midshipman, and three 
seamen were wounded, the former dangerously and the others 
severely. 

The result of an attack made upon a French convoy about 

9ix miles to the eastward of Civita Vecchia is thus described 

by Captain Mounsey : 

'* JI. M. S. Furieuse, at sea, Oct. 8, 1813. 
** On the 4th inst., running along the coast to the island of Ponza, at 1 P.M., 
I observed a' convoy of nineteen vessels in the harbour of Marinelo, 
protected by two gun-boats, a fort of two long 24.poundeF89 and a strong 
fortified castle and tower ; and it appearing pr^ctieid)le to cut them out, as 
the wind was fur for that purpose. Lieutenants Croker and (WilUam) 
Lester, with Lieutenants (James) Whylock and (William) Da?ies, R, M., 
gi^Uantly volunteered to storm the fort on the land side, with the whole 
of the marines and boats* crews, whilst the ship anchored before it, which 
service was promptly performed ; and after a few broadsides, I had the 
•atisfeictioa of seeing the battery carried, and guns spiked, by our gallant 



• See Commander Rowland Mainwabino. 
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party on shore. Hie enemy retreated, and took the strong positions of 
the castle and tower overlooking the harbour, where they kept up a con- 
stant fire of musketry through loop-holes, without the possibility of being 
dislodged; although I weighed and moved in, so that the whole fire of the 
ship was directed against them. Nothing could damp the ardour of the 
party on shore, who, together with Lieutenant Lester in the boats, lost not 
a moment in hoarding and cutting the cables of 16 vessels, under a most 
galling fire, two of which were sunk in the entrance of the harbour, and four- 
teen got out. I have to regret the loss of 12 brave men killed and wounded ; 
which is less than might have been expected, as more than 500 troops 
arrived from Civita Vecchia, but were checked in their advance, and 
forced to take a circuitous route, by a well-directed fire from the ship, 
which allowed sufiicient time for all our men to embark * * * * . The 
whole of this service was most successfully accomplished in three hours, and 
fourteen vessels deeply laden (with salt, tobacco, marble, and sundries), got 
ofi^, which I was obliged to take in tow, as their sails had all been unbent, 
and taken on shore, to prevent our getting Ihem out *." 

The Furieuse formed part of the squadron under Sir Josias 
Rowley, at the capture of Via Reggio and the unsuccessful 
attempt upon Leghorn, in Dec. 1813 f- She also assisted at 
the occupation of Santa Maria and the other forts, &c. in the 
Gulph of Spezzia ; likewise at the reduction of Genoa and its 
dependencies, in March and April, 1814 J. 

After the cessation of hostilities between Great Britain and 
France, Captain Mounsey proceeded from Gibraltar to Ber- 
muda, in company with a squadron under the orders of 
Captain Andrew King. We next find him conveying the 62d 
regiment to Halifax ; and he was subsequently employed in an 
expedition up the Penobscot river, where he remained until 
the peace with America, in command of a small naval force 
left behind by Rear- Admiral Grifi&th, to assist the troops 
under Major-General Gosselin in fortifying and defending the 
peninsula of Castine§. The Furieuse was paid oflF shortly 
aftei^ the final overthrow of Napoleon Buonaparte, since 

* The vessels sunk were the two gun-boats, each mounting a long brast 
^4-pounder and 4 swivels. One of the merchantmen was pierced for 12 
guns, and had two long sixes mounted. 

t See Vol. II. Part I. pp. 424—428. 
X See Id. pp. 428—430. 
§ See Vol. I. Part. I. p. 658 : and Vol. II. Part. II. p. 729 et teg. 
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"which Captam Mounsey's services have not been called 
for. 

This gallant officer was nominated a C. B. in June, 1815 ; 
and as a further testimony of the royal approbation of his 
zeal and energy (on the 6th July, 1809), some honorable 
distinctions allusive to the capture of the Furieuse, to be 
borne in his armorial ensigns, have more recently been 
granted and assigned to him by the Kings of Arms, under the 
authority of the Earl Marshd. 

Agent. — ^Joseph Dufaur, Esq. 






THOMAS FORREST, Esq. 

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of. the Bath. 

Wb first find this officer serving as senior Lieutenant of 
the Emerald frigate. Captain (now Lord James) O'Bryen, by 
tvhom the following honorable testimony is borne to his gal- 
lant conduct when employed on a very hazardous service, in 
March 1804 : 

IT. M. S. Emerald, off St. Pierre's, Martinique, March 13, 1804. 
Sir, — I have the honor to enclose you a letter I have received from 
Lieutenant Forrest, first of H. M. S. under my command, who I this morn- 
ing sent, accompanied by 30 volunteers, on board the Fort-Diamond anned 
sloop, with directions to work to mndward, so as to enable the sloop to 
weather the Pearl rock, and to bear down on an armed schooner, which 
had (finding it impossible to get into St. Pierre's, this ship being to 
heward), anchored close in shore, under cover of the battery at Seron* I 
at the same time sent the boats of this ship in a different direction, in order 
to take off the attention of the battery from the manoeuvre in contempla^ 
tion, to be performed by Lieutenant Forrest. 

*' It affords mc particular satisfaction to bear testimony to the handsome 
and gallant manner in which the service was executed. Lieutenant Forrest 
having laid the , enemy's schooner' on board, under a heavy fire from he^ 
and the battery. 

. ** In the performance of this service great judgment was exhibited, as, 
by the mode of doing it, a chain, by which she was fsistened to the shore, 
was broke, 20 feet of which, is now hanging, to the schooner's . bow. The 
crew of this vessel" (consisting of, about -60 wlutes and blacks), ''finding 
it impossible to withstand British inti^epidity, jumped overboard and swam 
ashore, which they were .enabled to do.from her being moored close to it. 
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** It affords me particular pleasure to inform yon. Sir, tluit tliis explcit 
was performed without any loss on our part, two men only being slightiy: 
wounded. I have been rather more circumstantial in this detail, than per- 
haps the mere capture of a privateer justifies, but I feel I should not do 
justice to the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Forrest, the judgment he ex- 
hibited, and the brave and cool conduct of the petty officers and mien un- 
der his command, which he speaks of in high terms, had I neglected 
relating every circumstance that took place, which has excited admiration 
and emulation in the breasts of the spectators ; and 1 must beg to add, that 
the general conduct of this officer, ever since he has been under my com- 
mand, has been such as to entitle him to my approbation. The captured 
schooner, whose name I can only guess at from a letter found on board, 
the only paper left, is the Mosambique, pierced for 14 guns, with 10 
eighteen-pounder carrQuades mounted ; she is from Guadaloupe, and fitted 
for a three months' cruise, to aU appearance perfectly new, copper-bot- 
tomed and fastened, sails apparently well, and seems calculated for the 
King^s service. 

(Signed) " James O'Brten." 

" To Commodore Hood:* 

The subject of this memoir was made a Commander Jan. 
22, 1806 ; and in the following year we find him regulating 
the Impress, and acting as agent for prisoners of war, at 
North Yarmouth. His next appointment was to the Prome- 
theus sloop of war. 

Th^ capture of three Russian gun-vessels, each mounting 

2 long 18-pounders, and an armed transport, by a detachment 

of boats under the orders of Captain Forrest, at Fredericsham, 

in the Gulph of Finland, is thus oflScially described by the 

senior officer of the squadron to which the Prometheus was 

at that time attached. 

*'H, M, S. PnneesB dftolintr, A^po^ July 2^, 1809. 
** Having been informed that the enemy had at this place sevei^ gun- 
boats to ]N*otect their coasting trade, which is of the greatest conseiqoence 
in supplying their army, &c. in all parts of Finlttnd, and it having been 
represented to me by Captain Forrest the probability of their being des^ 
troyed, himself having offered in the most handsome manner to command 
the expedition, which I immediately accepted, and having dirked the 
boats of H. JVl. ships Princess Carolina^ Minotaur, Cerberus, and Prome- 
theus (in all 17)» armed in the best possible way, to put themseves mider 
the command of C^q^tain Forrest, and to assemble aloo^ide the Rxmie- 
theoa at six o'clock yesterday evening, I have now thte ha^pimess to inform 
yoo of a successfiil attack he made last n%fat about half-past ten, on four 
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^mi^koats, three of which he has captured, aad also a new bri/( laden with 
provisioDS : the captured ^n-boats had on board 137 men, besides 23 ia 
the brig. They are very complete and well found. Were it possible for 
me to say any thing which could add to the meritorious conduct of so gaU 
lant and good an officer as Captain Forrest, I should most willingly do it ; 
but I trust the success of this brilliant action will do more justice to the 
intrepidity of every officer and man employed on this service^ than any 
language I can possibly use. 

(Signed) ''Charles Dudlbt Pater.*' 

The prizes taken on this occasion were very dearly pur- 
chased^ no less than 70 of the British being killed and wound- 
ed^ inclading among the latter Captain Forrest^ who in his 
ewn official letter says : 

*' Our loss is severe indeed, as might be expected from the nature of 
the force, and the extreme obsdnacy with which the enemy defended thdr 
duurge ; the crew of one gun-boat being to a man killed or dangerousl]f 
wounded. I cannot find words to express the zeal and intrepidity exhibit- 
ed upon this occasion by all, and the manifest superiority of our seamen 
when it came to the cutlass.'* 

The enemy's total loss amounted to 87 killed and wounded. 
Sir James Saumarez^ when reporting the sanguinary affidr to 
the Admiralty^ informed their lordships that ^^ the undaimted 
braverj/ displayed by Captain Forresty the officers and men 
employed under his orders^ was beyond all praise *.** 

For his gallantry in the above action^ Captain Forrest was 
immediately advanced to post rank^ and his commission 
dated back to July 25, 1809. On the 9th Feb. 1812, we find 
him appointed to the Cyane 22, in which ship he accompa- 
nied Rear-Admiral Durham to the Leeward Islands at the 
commencement of 1814. *^ His meritorious conduct, not 
only in assiduously keeping sight of, but repeatedly offei>- 
ing battle to the Iphigenia, a French frigate of the largest 
class," during her flight from the Venerable 74, was duly 
acknowledged by that officer, in his public letter reporting 
the subsequent capture of the enemy^s ship f. 

• A lieutenant and 2 men of the Prom^eus had been killed, and 4 
men wounded, in a previous boat attack, wUch will be noticed in our me- 
mdr of Captain Frederick E. V. Vernon. 

t See Captain Jambs Andrew Worth. 
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In Mar. 1814, Captain Forrest was removed to the Sybille 
frigate ; and since the peace he has commanded the Ister of 
42 guns, on the Mediterranean station ; and Isis 50, bearing 
the flag of Sir Lawrence W. Halsted, at Jamaica. He ob- 
tained the insignia of a C. B. in 1815. 

Agent. — Sir Francis M. Ommanney. 



RICHARD HARWARD, Esq. 

Conmianded the Netley schooner,- at Antigua, in Juney 
18Q5; and was a Lieutenant of the Northumberland 74, in 
Sir John T. Duckwoith's action, oflF St. Domingo, Feb. 6^ 
1806. He obtained the rank of Commander, April 2, 1806; 
was appointed to the Delphinen brigj of IS guns, about April 
1808 ; and had the misfortune to los6 that vessel, near the 
coast of Holland, on the 4th Aug. following. 

Captain Harward's next appointment was to the Parthian 
of 10 guns, in which sloop he captured la Nouvelle Gironde,. 
a celebrated privateer belonging to Bourdeaux, mounting 4 
twelve and 10 four-pounders, with a complement of 86 men, 
but only 58 on board, the remainder being absent in prizes. 
This scourge to the trade wag taken after a chace, in light 
winds, of 36 hours, during which period, the Parthian's offi- 
cers and crew were almost constantly at the sweeps. 

This officer was made post July 31, 1809; and we subse- 
quently find him commanding the flag- ships of his father-in- 
law. Sir Edward Pellew, now Viscount Elxmouth, on tJie 
North Sea and Mediterranean stations. 



GEORGE BELL, Esq. 

Was born at Falmouth,, co. Cornwall, July 1, 1768. His 
name appears on the books of the Hebe frigate. Captain Ed- 
ward TTliombrough, in 1781 and the two following years. 
We subsequently find him serving as Midshipman, Master's- 
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mate, acting Master, and Lieutenant. ; on board the Hys&na 
of 24 guns, Captain John Aylmer ; Orion 74, Captain John 
T. Duckworth ; and la Nymphe, Arethusa, and Indefatigable 
frigates, commanded by his friend and patron, the present 
Viscount Exmouth. An account of the numerous and im- 
portant services performed by the last three ships, between 
June, 1793, and the spring of 1799, will be found at pp. 212— 
219 of our first volume. Lieutenant Bell afterwards assisted 
at the capture of la Venus French frigate, and several priva- 
teers *. 

From the conclusion of the war in 1801 (at which period the 
Indefatigable was commanded by Captain Matthew Henry 
Scott), we find no mention of Lieutenant Bell until the sum- 
mer of 1804, when he proceeded to India, as first of Sir Ed- 
ward PeUew's flag-ship, the Culloden 74. 

Shortly after his arrival on that station, the subject of this 
memoir was appointed to command the Victor sloop, and 
sent to the Persian Gulph, where he captured les Amis Re- 
unis French privateer. May 7j 1805. The following extract 
of a letter from Captain Bell to the commander-in-chief, 
dated at Port Cornwallis, May 22, 1807, contains an account 
of a most singular and bloody conflict, in which he was unex* 
pectedly engaged on the 15th of the preceding month : 

** Your Excellency has undoubtedly ere now received one of my letters 
respecting the capture of four brigs but of Batavia roads. 

*' Off Cheribon (a little to the eastward of Batavia), on the 15th April, 
we chased, and brought to, three proas, under Dutch colours. At five 
P. M., on its falling calm, we anchored, hoisted out our boats, and sent 
them armed to bring the proas alongside ; two were brought to the lar- 
board-side, the other hung on the quarter : got the prisoners out of the 
two alongside (amounting to near 120), and placed a strong guard over 
them, under the direction of Lieutenant Wemyss t, as I intended sending 
them a^ay> after overhauling their cargoes. 

Lieutenant (Robert White) Parsons i had been on board the proa on the 
quarter, but returned, with his people on finding it impracticable to get 



• See Vol. L Part L p. 427, and note at ditto, 
f The present Captadn James Wemyss, M. P. then acting as Lieutenant 
of the Victor, 

t A Commander of 1816. 

BUPPL. PART II. D 
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the crew from below : I instantly ordered her to be hauled close up un- 
der the quarter, fired a carronade into her and musketry, which they re- 
turned by throwing spears and firing pistols, &c. I then got a gun out of 
the stem-port and fired into her, the sparks of which most unfortunately 
reached some powder (which must ha^e been carelessly handed out of 
some of the proas abaft), and blew the after-part of the ship up : at this 
alarming moment the guard over the prisoners dropped their arms, and 
ran to extinguish the fire. The prisoners instantly seized their arms, and 
picked up several spears and knives which had been thrown on board, and 
attacked the ship ; by this time (eight P. M.) the fire, most providentially, 
by the great exertions of officers and men, was got under, proas cut adrift, 
and the attention of all hands directed to the defence of the ship, which 
was admirably performed, for in little more than half an hour eighty of 
them lay dead in a most mangled state, the rest driven overboard ; but 
sorry am I to add, not without a severe loss on our side, including those 
blown overboard and those who have since died of their wounds, a list of 
which I herewith enclose far your Excellency's satisfaction." 

On this occasion^ the Victor's first Lieutenant (H. Blaxton) 
and 5 of her crew were killed outright ; her commander, gun- 
ner, and 24 men, either wounded by the weapons of the Ma- 
lays, or dreadfully injured by the explosion : Captain Bell 
himself was so much burnt that he was obliged to be taken 
below ; and most of the wounded men died after the Victor's 
arrival at Penang, 

Captain Bell's commission as a Commander was confirmed 
by the Admiralty, Oct. 12, 1807; and he subsequently had the 
gratification of reading a letter from their Lordships' secre- 
tary, wherein the thanks of the Board were conveyed to him 
and his surviving officers and men, for their determined cou- 
rage in the above sanguinary contest. 

We next find Captain Bell commanding the Culloden, and 
assisting at the destruction of two Dutch 70-gun ships, a cut- 
down two-decker, fitted as a sheer-hulk, an Indiaman of 1000 
tons burthen, and a large transport, lying at Griessee ; which 
service completed the entire destruction of the naval force of 
Holland in the eastern hemisphere *• His post commission 
bears date July 31, 1809, 

Captain Bell married, Dec. 23, 1822, Lucy Martha, daughter 
4>f the late T. Michael M^Donogh, Esq. formerly commander 

• See Suppl., Part I, p. 404. 
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of a Falmouth packet. 0^e of his brothers, Stephen Bell, 
Esq. died in command of tbe Francis Freeling, a vessel of ^- 
milar description, on the same station. Another brother wai 
blown up in the Amphion frigate, Sept. 22, 1796 ♦. 
jigent. — ^J. Copland, Esq, 



WILLIAM GOATE, Esq. 

Son of the late Lieutenant-Colonel Goate, of the West 
Suffolk militia. 

This officer received his first commission in Nov. 1790 5 
and at the commencement of the French revolutionary war, 
we find him sqrving as junior Lieutenant of the Orpheus 
a 32 gun fi'igate, Captsdn Henry Newcome, on the i^icaa 
station, where he assisted at the capture of several mer- 
chant vessels, in April, 1793 f. 

Proceeding to Sierra Leone, in charge of four prize-brigs, 
with Mr. Willoughby and two other midshipmen under his 
orders, Lieutenapt Gfoate struck on a shoal off Rio Grande, 
to the southward of the river Gambia, and in less than a 
quarter of an hour his vessel went to pieces, as did likewise 
Mr. Willoughby's very soon afterwards. The perilous situ- 
ation of the whole, owing to their ignorance of the coast, and 
having neither charts nor pilots on board, is thus described 
by one of the prize^masters : 

" We parted company with our frigate on the 25th of April, and on 
the 27th or 28th, when ninnin|( along the coast of Bissaos, with a strong 

ii y . I. ■■■■ . I 1. I ». II H I U M » 

• See Vol. I, Part II, p. 466 et seg. 

t On the 22d April, 1793, the barge and cutter of the Orpheus cap- 
tured two French brigs in Senegal roads. One of these vessels was 
boarded by Lieutenant Richard St. Lo Nicholson and Mr. Nisbet J. Wil- 
loughby, midshipman, who found a party of officers from the shore assem- 
bled at supper in her cabin, totally unconscious of an enemy being so near. 

On the 24th of the same month, the launch, barge, and cutter, com- 
manded by Lieutenants Nicholson, John Broughton, and Goate, cut out 
two brigs and a schooner, under a heavy but ill-directed fire from the fort 
on Goree island. 

d2 
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breeze, at about 4-30 A. M., the moon then shining very bright, but at 
times obscured by a heavy scud, two of the brigs struck almost at the 
same moment, and were soon dashed to pieces ; their crews, however, 
were fortunately enabled each to save a boat, and thereby reach the other 
vessels. 

*' At this critical period. Lieutenant Goate displayed great judgment 
and self-possession, in adopting the only measure by which himself and his 
companions could possibly be saved ; destruction still appearing almost 
inevitable. 

" The two brigs which had not struck were feoth very light, and a heavy 
swell was setting them towards the shoal : to beat off was impossible ; and 
to anchor, was quite out of the question. The only chance of escape was 
to run over the shoal, if a passage could be found, and this desperate man^ 
oeuvre he immediately decided upon. 

" At day.light, nothing could be seen to leeward but high foaming 
breakers ; both vessels, however, bore up, keeping as close together as 
circumstances would allow. From the moment we entered the reef, the 
^ight was indescribably grand and sublime ; a hollow deceitfiil swell rearing 
its head as high as our tops, the spray clashing ovei* us, and sheets of 
foaming water, in the midst of which black rocks were occasionally visible. 
The lead was useless ; every thing depended upon a good eye and quick 
lielm : how many times we scraped the bottom it is impossible to say ; bu t 
certsun I am that every one on board then considered death inevitable, and 
prepared himself accordingly. No person who has ever seen the shoals of 
Rio Grande will say that it was possible for us to have gone through, 
imless we had been specially protected by the Almighty. Had the remain- 
ing brigs been wrecked no boat could have lived ; and even if Providence 
had allowed us to reach the shore in them, we knew that slavery would 
have been our lot. Our escape from either death or a horrible captivity, 
may justly be pronounced miraculous.'' 

In Oct. 1793, the Orpheus, then under the orders of Rear- 
Admiral Macbride, co-operated with a detachment of the 
British army, commanded by Sir Charles Grey, in repelling 
an attempt made upon the town of Nieuport, and compelling 
the enemy to retire along the road to Dunkirk. 

On her return from this service, the Orpheus was ordered 
to the East India station, where she captured le Duguay- 
Trouin, a French frigate of 34 guns. May 6, 1794. The fol- 
lowing is an extract of the official letter written by Captain 
Newcome on this occasion : 

*'.0nthe5th of May, Captain Osborne, of the Centurion, made the 
signal for a sail, and Captun Pakenham, of tha Resistance, for seeing two^ 
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Round Island, bearing S. W. by W., six or seven leases. I lay-to till the 
^strangers nui down so near to us that we conld lay up for them, and then 
made the signal to diase. At 11-45, I got near enough to fire a shot at 
the ship ; at 1 1-55, 1 brought her to action ; and by a little after 12, 1 got 
dose upon her starboard quarter, where we kept till 1-5 P. M., so very 
<:lose, that at times I expected to be on board. The enemy then struck, at 
which time the Centurion and Resistance were about three miles astern, 
coming up under a great press of sail. She proves to be a French frigate, 
le Duguay-Trouin, formerly the Princess Royal, East Indiaman, fitted out 
at the Isle of FVance ; mounting 26 ^A/tf^n-pounders, 2 nines, and 6 fours» 
and having on board 403 men. I cannot say too much in pnuse of the 
steady, cool, and brave conduct of the officers, seamen, and marines of 
H. M. 8. Orpheus. Our loss is very inconsiderable, considering the supe^ 
rior force of the enemy : Mr. Singleton, midshipman, killed ; Mr. Staine's 
master's-mate, badly wounded in the left hand; and 8 seamen slightly. 
The enemy had 21 kiUed and 60 wounded. 

" I must beg leave to recommend to their lordships' notice Lieutenants 
Broughton and Ooate ^ also Mr. Staines, who commanded a divbion of 
guns in the absence of Lieutenant Hodgskin, who was unfortunately oa 
board a Danish ship, with one mate, one midshipman, and 20 seamen. At 
the time le Duguay-Trouin struck, we were about two leagues from the 
passage between Flat-island and Coin-au-Mire, and one league from the 
shore. The other sail, a small brig, made her escape through the channel, 
and got safe into Port Louis.'' 

The Orpheus, a 12-pounder frigate, went into action with 
only 194 officers, men and boys ; but, on the other hand, le 
Duguay-Trouin's crew and passengers were so sickly that 
Captain Newcome was obliged to seek the first port where 
refreshments were likely to be procured, and the damages of 
his own ship repaired. He accordingly anchored at Mah^, 
one of the Seychelle islands, and, finding that the French had 
formed a settlement there, summoned it to surrender. This 
being agreed to, a party under Lieutenant Goate took posses- 
sion of the place. May 17th, captured a merchant brig, and 
brought off a quantity of naval and military stores. 

In 1795, and the following year Lieutenant Goate assisted 
at the capture of Malacca, Amboyna, and Banda, with their 
several dependencies *. His promotion to the rank of Com- 
mander took place September 16, 1799 ; and he was af- 
terwards successively appointed to the Sylph, Derwent, and 
• See Bulletins of 1796, pp. 50—56, and 314—518. 
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Mosquito brigs. In the lattier vessel he captured the Sol 
Fulgen Danish privateer, of 6 guns and 24 men^ off Heligoland, 
May 25, 1809. The proceedings of a small force under his 
orders, in July following, are detailed by him in a letter to 
the Admiralty, of which the following is an extract : 

" I proceeded up the Elbe with H. M. vessels named in the mar^n*> 
and anchored out of gon-shot of the battery at Cuxhaven, on the 7th inst. ; 
and as it Was too strong to be attacked by water^ I was determined on 
landing and taking it by storm, having previously made the necessary pre-i- 
parations for that purpose. 

*' At daj^Iight on the morning of the 6th, I disembarked with Captain 
Watts of die Ephira, and the commanding officers, seamen, and marines 
of the respective vessels ; the first boats that landed were fired upon by 
the enemy's advanced post, and they then retreated to the battery. We 
marched on to storm, but from our appearance the enemy thought proper 
to retreat, about 80 in number, so that we took the battery (which had 
6 guns, 24*pomiders, and surrounded by a ditch) without opposition. His 
Majesty's* colours were then hoisted on the French flag-*staff, and after-> 
wards those of Hamburgh on the castle of Ritzbnttle. We then dismounted 
the giins and put them on board of vessels lying in the harbour, as well as 
several other small pieces of cannon, with all the shot and military stores^ 
The battery was then undermined, and by a variety of explosions, blown up. 

** Two French gun-boats, with 2 guns each, which were lying in the 
hiirbour, were also taken possession of. I afterwards gave the town of Cux^ 
haven in trust to the civil governor, and embarked all the seamen and 
marines.'' 

This was the prelude to a more important, and equally 
successful enterprise, the particulars of which are given at 
p. 870 et seg. of Vol. II. Part 11. " The zeal and ability 
evinced by Captain Goate" on the latter occasion, was officially 
acknowledged by his senior officer. Lord George Stuart, 

Captain Goate*s post-commission bears date Aug. 16, 1809 } 
and his last appointment was May 4, 1813, to the Fortunee 
fiigate, employed on Channel service. 

Agents. — Messrs. Stilwell. 



* Mosquito 18 guns. Captain Goate ; Briseis 10, Captain Robert Pettet ; 
Ephira 10, Captain George Edward Watts ; five gun-brigs, one armed 
Bchuyt, and one cutter. 
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JOSEPH JAMES, Esq. 

Son of an opulent and resectable tradesman in Somerset- 
shire^ who dying when he was very young, kft him to the 
care of an elder brother, by whom he was sent over to 
Valogne, in Normandy^ for the purpose of learning the French 
language ; in which town he continued to reside until Louis 
XVI. issued an edict to seize all British ships in the ports of 
his kingdom, March 18, 1778 *- 

This officer entered the naval service in May 1779, as a 
midshipman, on board the Stag 32, commanded by Captain 
Robert PaUiser Cooper f, and then employed on the Irish 
station; but subsequently attached to the Channel fleet, 
under the orders of Sir Charles Hardy. Whilst in that 
frigate, he assisted at the capture of many vessels, among 
which were the Anti-Briton French privateer, mounting 22 
long sixes, with a complement of 130 men ; and la Victoire 
cutter, of 16 guns and 91 men. The former marauder was 
commanded by the notorious Kelly, a native of Rush, near 
Dublin^ but holding a Lieutenant's commission in the French 
marine : 120 of his crew were also subjects of Great Britain. 
The capture of that atrocious traitor was a service of very 
great importance to the merchants, as he had taken no less 
than one hundred and seventy prizes, most of which were either 
destroyed, or ransomed for large sums ; the payments being 
secured by the detention of sufficient hostages, until the bills 
drawn in his favour were honored J. 

Mr. James continued in the Stag until she was paid off, 
1783 ; when he joined the Griffin cutter. Lieutenant James 
Cooke, under whom he served for a period of three years. 
During the Spanish armament we find him master's-mate of 
the Melampus frigate^ Captain (now Sir Charles) Morice Pole; 

♦ See Vol. I, Part I. note at p. 235, et seg* 
t Superannuated Rear-Admiral R. P. Cooper died at Portsmouth, 

Oct. 23, 1805. 
X Kelly was originally a smuggler. During the latter part of hb life he 

worked as a common porter on the quay at Bourdeaux. 
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and at the commencement of the French revolutionary war he 
appears to have obtained a similar rating on board the Royal 
William 80, bearing the flag of Sir Peter Parker, Bart., 
commander-in-chief at Portsmouth ; from which ship he 
was made a Lieutenant into the Inspector sloop, Nov. IO5 
1793. 

In that vessel, Lieutenant James followed the expedition 
under Sir John Jervis and Sir Charles Grey to Martinique; 
from whence she was sent with a convoy to Jamaica, and 
thereby prevented taking any part in the operations against 
the French colonies, previous to the storming of fort Fleur 
d'Ep^e, April 12, 1794 *. 

The surrender of Guadaloupe on the 22d of the same 
month ; the departure of the squadron, for St. Christopher's ; 
the recapture of Grande Terre, by Victor Hugues ; Sir 
Charles Grey's second landing in Basse Terre ; and the return 
of Sir John Jervis to his former anchorage, oflF Grozier ; have 
been noticed in our memoir of Rear- Admiral JohnMaitlandf. 
The storming of fort St. Ann's, about twelve or fourteen 
miles from the latter place ; the bombardment of Point h 
Pitre and fort Fleur d'Epee, by the British land-batteries and 
gun-boats ; an unsuccessful sortie made by the enemy, on 
the 26th of June ; the establishment of our advanced post, 
on Mome Mascot ; the repeated defeats of the French troops 
sent to recover that eminence ; and the disastrous result of 
an attempt made by Brigadier-General Symes to gain posses- 
sion of the heights near Point k Pitre, preparatory to the 
intended assault of fort Fleur d'Ep^e ; will be found described 
at pp. 109—113 of Vol. II. Part I. 

During these latter operations. Lieutenant James occa- 
sionally commanded a division of gun-boats ; and on the 
unfortunate 2d July, he entered the harbour of Point a Pitre 
about two hours before day-light in order to support the 
detachment under Brigadier-General Symes. From that fatal 
period he was employed affording protection to the troops 

• 8ec Vol. I, Part II, note f at p. 71 1 . 
See Id. note at p. 841. 
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left in Basse Terre, until the evacuation of fort Matilda^ the 
last post held by the British, Dec. 10th, 1794 *. 

The Inspector being paid off about Aug. 1795, Lieutenant 
James was then appointed to the Alfred 74 ; in which 'ship 
he served under Captains Drury and Totty, until she also was 
put out of commission, on her return from the West Indies, 
in the autumn of 1798. Whilst in her, he assisted at the 
capture of la Favorite, French national ship mounting 22 guns; 
la Renomm^e frigate of 44 guns and 320 men ; and le Scipio 
corvette, of 20 guns ; also at the recapture of two British 
transports } and at the reduction of St. Lucia and Trinidad. 
He likewise bore a part in the unsuccessful attack upon Porto 
Rico; all which will be seen by reference to our memoir of 
Captain John Richards, at p. 11 et seq. of this volume. 

Lieutenant James's next appointment was (immediately 
after leaving the Alfred), to command the Attack gun-brig ; 



♦ After Sir Charles Grey's final departure from Guadaloupe, the repub- 
lican troops remained quiet in Grande Terre until they received a consider- 
ahle reinforcement from Europe ; when they proceeded to Basse Terre, 
landed at Goyave and Lamentin, on the 27th Sept., and immediately 
marched to attack the camp at Berville, commanded by Brigadier-General 
Graham, who defended that position with the utmost gallantry and spirit, 
until the 6th of Oct., when, finding his provisions nearly exhausted, and 
that he was cutoff from all communication with the shipping, and without 
hopes of relief, he was obliged to surrender; his force being reduced to 
125 rank and file fit for duty. By this unfortunate event the whole of 
Guadaloupe, except fort Matilda, fell into the hands of the enemy. 

The siege of that fort commenced on the 14th Oct., and early in Dec. 
the enemy's batteries were increased so as greatly to exceed the artillery 
of the garrison. Their fire on the 6th, dismounted all the guns upon the 
most commanding part of the fort ; the curtain from thence to the next 
bastion near the town, and the faces and flanks of that bastion in many 
places threatened to fall into the ditch ; the number of killed and wounded 
was proportional to the effect made upon the work, and the place became 
uo longer tenable. At 10 P.M., (Dec. 10th), the remains of the garrison, 
amounting to 621 officers and men, were safely embarked, without even 
the knowledge of the French, who continued firing as usual until 2 or 3 A. M. 
on the 1 1th. 

The services rendered by the navy, during this long and painful siege, 
^ere very handsomely acknowledged in the military despatches. See 
London Gazette, Feb. 14, 1796* 
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and in that vessel we find him covering the debarkation of 
the British troops near the Helder^ and witnessing the sur- 
render of the Texel squadron *. He was also employed 
under the orders of Lord Nelson, during the period that that 
officer was invested with the chief command between Beachey 
Head and Orfordness, in 1801. His promotion to the rank 
of Commander took place April 29, 1802. 

In March 1804, Captain James was appointed to the Sea 
Fencible service in Ireland; but he had only joined that 
corps six weeks before he received an appointment to the 
Meteor bomb. The admirable manner in which that vessel 
was placed before Havre pier, July 23d and Aug. 1, 1804, 
was highly spoken of by his senior oflScer, copies of whose 
reports are given at pp. 1 — 3 of Suppl. Part 1 . 

In Oct. 1805, Captain James removed to the Kite brig, 
mounting 14 twenty-four pounder carronades, and 2 long sixes, 
with a complement of 93 officers, men, and boys. In her, he 
made several recaptures, while serving under the orders of 
Commodore Owen, on the Dungeness station; and on the 
7th Feb. 1807, we find him intercepting le Chasseur French 
lugger privateer, of 16 guns and 60 men, 18 of whom were 
absent. 

It will be seen by reference to p. 239 of Suppl. Part I., that 
the Kite formed part of the light squadron engaged with the 
Danish praams, gun-boats, floating-batteries, &c. before 
Copenhagen, Aug. 22, 1807, and that ^^the bravery and 
energy of her commander, officers, and crew, during so long 
and heavy a contest'' was highly praised by Admiral Gam- 
bier. Unfortunately, however, she then belonged to the 
Leith station, and was immediately afterwards ordered to 
return thither. Captain James consequently lost his chance 
of promotion, as well as the share of prize-money to which 
he would otherwise have been entitled. We should here 
remark, that the Kite received greater damage than any of 
her consorts on the above occasion ; but fortunately sustained 
no loss, although she was several times hulled, and in one. in- 

♦ See Vol. I, Part I, note at pp. 414—417. 
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stance by a red-hot shot^ which lodged in a case of hats 
stowed very near the magazine. 

The Kite subsequently assisted in rescuing the Marquis 
de la Romana and his patriotic army * ; on which occasion 
Captain James is officjally reported to have been ^' indefatiga- 
ble m his exertions in the various duties assigned him.'* 

At 10 P. M., on the 3d Sept. 1808, a few days after Rear- 
Admiral Keats had sailed for Gottenburgh, with th^ Spanish 
troops under his protection, the Kite, then at anchor ofiF Sproe 
island (Minx gun-brig in company)^ was {Attacked by the 
whole of the enemy^s flotilla, then in the Great Belt, consist- 
ing of 22 vessels, each mounting two long 24-pounders, and 
manned with from 65 to 70 sailors and soldiers ; making a 
total of 44 guns, and nearly 1500 well-armed men. 

Expecting an attack, as it was then nearly calm. Captain 
James had prepared for such an event, by sheeting home the 
top-sails, and having every other sail loosed in readiness to 
be set at a moment's warning. The cable was immediately 
cut 5 but, unfortunately, a gun -boat which he had in charge 
got under the Kite's bows, and could not be removed for a 
considerable time, during which, many of the Danes ap- 
proached within musket-shot, keeping up a very heavy fire. 
The Kite at length paid off ; but when before the wind, and 
with top-gallant-sails set, the breeze was so very light that 
she had scarcely steerage way. The Minx likewise cut, but 
was unavoidably at too great a distance to render her consort 
much support, nor was there any possibility of their closing 
with each other. 

At 11 o'clock, being then surrounded by the .enemy, 
and in momentary expectation of their rowmg alongside. 
Captain James had the satisfaction to see one gun- vessel 
sink, and several others collecting round the spot to pick 
up her crew. The contents of every gun that could be 
brought to bear were immediately discharged among them; 
and from that time the Danes contented themselves with a 
distant cannonade, until midnight, when they ceased firing 
altogether ; leaving the Kite in a very shattered condition, 

• See Vol. I, Part I, p.. 347. 
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nineteen round shot having passed through her hull, near the 
water-line^ and her main-mast being supported by only two 
shrouds and a backstay. The loss she sustained, although 
severe, was not so great as might have been expected, from 
the nature of the conflict. Of 76 persons, the total numbei 
on board, at the commencement of the action, only, two, in- 
cluding Mr. Thomas Tliomas, the purser, were killed outright ; 
and thirteen, including Captain James (slightly) wounded : 
— most of the latter, however, either died, or underwent 
amputation *. During the whole affair the Minx was so little 
attended to by the Danes that only two shot struck her, 
neither of which injured any one on board. 

Whilst refitting at Gottenburgh, the comipander, oflScers, 
and crew of the Kite received the thanks of the Admiralty, 
conveyed to them through Sir Richard G. Keats, *'for 
their bravery and great perseverance in saving his Majesty's 
sloop ;" and on his return to the Nore, after being frozen 
up in the Belt and Cattegat, for the greater part of the winter. 
Captain James obtained the following handsome testimonial 
from the respectable oflScer under whose orders he was serv- 
ing at the time of the action : 

" H, M, S. Dictator, Chatham, I3th Feb. 1809. 
" My Dear Sir, — I am favoured with your letter of yesterday's date, 
requesting that I would give you my opinion of the defence you made, on 
the night of the 3rd of Sept. last, when attacked off the island of Sproe, in 
the Great Belt, by a number of the enemy's gun-boats — the Kite and Minx 
being then under my orders. In answer thereto, I have to acquaint you, 
that considering the superiority of the enemy's force, the whole of which 
appears to have been directed against the Kite, with every advantage which 
they could look for, it being nearly calm, the flotilla fresh out of Nyborg, 
and yourself and consort at anchor, I have no hesitation in saying that the 
judgment and gallantry of yourself, officers, and crew, have not been 
exceeded in any of the gloripus actions that have graced the annals of the 
British navy for so many years back. From the shattered state I foimd 
the Kite in, on the morning of the' 4th Sept., I cannot help, even at 
this distant time, expressing my astonishment how she could be saved 



• The Master of the Kite, and 9 men, were taken prisoners, while in a 
boat on detached service, three days before the action : her second Lieu- 
tenant and 6 men were absent in charge of prizes. 



POST-CAPTAINS OF 1909. 45 

either from capture or sinking ; consequently I avail myself pf this oppor^ 
tunity of returning my most cordial thanks to you, your officers, and crew. 
I am, my dear Sir, your sincere friend, 

(Signed) " Donald Campbell*." 

" To Captain James, H, M, sloop Kite** 

Captain James shortly afterwards paid bis respects to Liord 
Mulgrave, then at the head of naval affairs, who promised to 
give him the first post-ship that should become vacant on the 
Baltic station. He accordingly returned thither, and, on the 
21st Aug. 1809, was promoted into the St. George 98, 
bearing the flag of Rear- Admiral Pickmore, in the Gulph of 
Finland; where he continued during the remainder of the 
season. 

In Jan. 1810, we find the St. George refitting at Ports- 
mouth, where she received the flag of Rear-Admiral Rey- 
nolds ; by whose Captain, Daniel Oliver Guion, the subject 
of this memoir was superseded, in the month of May follow- 
ing. The lamentable fate of those ofiScers has been adverted 
to at p. 63 of Suppl. Part L 

Captain James's last appointment was, Aug. 10, 1814, to 
the Tanais of 46 guns, fitting for the Jamaica station. In 
May 1815, being then at Carthagena, on the Spanish Main, 
for the purpose of affording protection to British commerce, 
lie visited the celebrated Bolivar, who had encamped before 
tliat city, being refuse^ admittance into it by another chief^ 
Castilto, who had constituted himself governor, and against 
whom he had been carrying on a desultory warfare for six 
weeks previous to the arrival of the Tanais. Captain James 
was received by that patriotic warrior with every demonstra- 
tion of friendship, and offered a carte blanche to settle the 
differences between him and his rival. The interference of a 
British oflScer could not fail to have some degree of influence 
with the contending parties ; and as Bolivar had no cannon, 
except a few field-pieces, it was arranged that he should dis- 

• The Dictator had gone to complete her wood and water at Romsoe, 
leaving the two brigs under Captain James, to afford protection to any 
British merchantmen passing through the Belt. 
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band his troops and go to Jamaica, which island he particu- 
larly wished to visit. He was accordingly received on board 
the frigate, with several of his near relations ; and the whole 
wiere soon afterwards conveyed to Port Royal in the Decou- 
v^rte, a schooner under Captain James's orders. ^The garrison 
of Carthagena were subsequently starved into a surrender ; 
Castilto and many of his adherents were put to death, by 
order of the royalist general, Morillo ; and Bolivar, had he 
been there, would doubtless have shared the same fate. The 
Tanais was paid off in May, 1816. 

Captain James married, in 1803, Bridget Elizabeth, second 
daughter of Arthur Raymond, of Lyme, co. Dorset, Esq. . 

Agents. — Messrs. Maude and Co. 



JOHN DAVIE, Esq. 

Third son of the late John Davie, of Orleigh, near Bide- 
ford, Esq. ; a gentleman of considerable landed property in 
Devonshire, and a magistrate for that county. 

The subject of this sketch was bom at Orleigh, May 8, 
1770 J and he appears to have entered the naval service as a 
midshipman on board the Apollo frigate. Captain Charles 
Powell Hamilton, in 1782. 

We subsequently find him serving in various ships, on the 
Mediterranean, West India, Newfoundland, and Channel sta- 
tions. His promotion to the rank of Lieutenant todk place 
Aug. 28, 1793 ; on which occasion he was appointed to com- 
mand a gun-boat employed at Toulon. 

From thence Mr. Davie returned home in command of le 
Pomp^e 74 ; and on his arrival in'England he was directed to 
assist Rear- Admiral Christian in making arrangements for the 
disposal of her crew, and numerous other French emigrants. 
He afterwards joined the Diana, a new 38-gun frigate, and 
continued in that ship for a period of three years, principally 
as first Lieutenant. 
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In June ' 1797, Lieutenant Davie removed into the Royal 
George, a first rate, bearing the flag of Lord Bridport, under 
whom he had served as a midshipman during the Spanish 
armament ; and by whose advice he afterwards proceeded to 
Jamaica, where he was promoted to the command of the 
Tisiphone sloop, in July, 1800. 

Captain Davie's subsequent appointments were. May, 1801 j 
to the Swallow brig ; May, 1803, to the Sea Fencible service 
at Harwich ; May, 1804, to the Hermes 16 ; and Dec. fol- 
lowing, to the Favorite, an 18-gun ship-sloop. 

In Sept. 1805, Captain Davie sailed for the coast of Africa, 
where he captured, after an action of 20 minutes, le General 
Blanchard French privateer, of 16 guns and 130 men ; of whom 
1 1 were killed, and 25 badly wounded : only one person, and 
he a passenger, was hurt on board the Favorite. 

On the 6th Jan. 1806, nine days after the above aflfair. Cap- 
tain Davie had the misfortune to be taken by a French squad- 
ron under Mons. THermite, consisting of one 80-gun ship, 
two large frigates, and a brig. Luckily for him, however, 
the enemy likewise took an English merchant brig in ballast 
about the same time, and the chefdCescadre determined to esta- 
blish her as a cartel, in order to get rid of his captives ; Captain 
Davie signing an agreement by which a similar number of 
Frenchmen, corresponding in rank, were to be exchanged for 
them immediatelyafter their arrival inEngland; and in case the 
British government refused to accede to this arrangement. Cap- 
tain Davie and his companions in misfortune were bound to 
go over to France, and surrender themselves as prisoners. 

In Oct. 1806, the exchange being eflFected and his court- 
martial over. Captain Davie was appointed to the Hyacinth 
sloop, then on the North Sea station, but subsequently sent 
with despatches to Rio de Janeiro, where he removed into the 
Foudroyant 80, bearing the flag of Sir W. Sidney Smith ; 
which ship he commanded from January until May, 1809. 
His post commission bears date Aug. 22, in the same year. 

Captain Davie's next appointments were, April 1812, to 
the Ardent 64, armed enjlute • and on the 7th of the follow- 
ing month, to the Leyden another fourth rate, fitted for the 
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conveyance of troops. In the Utter ship he successively visit- 
ed Lisbon, Alicant, Palermo, Zante, Ponza, Santander, Cron- 
stadt^ and Dantzic. The Leyden was paid off in Dec. 1814. 

From this period Captain Davie remained on half-pay until 
Nov. 6, 1816, when he was appointed to the Conqueror 74, 
fitting for the flag of Rear-Admiral Plamplin, with whom he 
proceeded to St. Helena, where he contracted an illness which 
only ended with his life. He died at Heavitree, near Exeter, 
Feb. 13, 1825, after a continued indisposition of more than 
six years. 

The subject of the foregoing sketch was the author of a 
popular little work, entitled " Observations and Instructions 
for the tise of the Commissioned^ the Junior^ and other 
Officers of the Royal Navy, on all the material points of 
Professional Duty "wiih a complete set of forms for Watch, 
Station, and Quarter Bills ; published by Steel, in 1804, and 
the merit of it erroneously given to Sir Home Popham. 

Captain Davie married, Feb. 6, 1815, Miss J. Tappen, of 
Charles Street, Haymarket, London ; by whom he has left a 
son and a daughter. His eldest brother, Joseph, assumed 
the patronymic of Bassett, on succeeding to the estate of 
his maternal uncle, Francis Bassett, of Heanton Court, near 
Barnstaple, Esq. and has long been a very active magistrate 
for the county of Devon *. His second brother, Charles^ is 
one of the Prebendaries of Exeter cathedral. 

A 

HENRY HUME SPENCE, Esq. 

Nearly related to the late Rear-Admiral Thomas Lenox 
Frederick, of whom a memoir is given in the Naval Chronicle, 
Vol. 37, pp. 265 et seq. and 353 et seq. 

This oflScer received his first commission in 1797 5 and was 
senior Lieutenant of the London 98, at the capture of Rear- 
Admiral Linois f. His promotion V> the rank of Commander 
took place May 28, 1806. 

• Francis Bassott, Esq. was the elder branch of Lord de DunstanviUe'» 
family. 

t See Vol. I., p. 436. 
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Towards the close of the same year^ Captain Speiice was 
appointed to the Pandora, a new 18-gun brig, in which vessel 
he captured TEntreprenant, French privateer lugger of 16 guns 
and &3 men, imder the batteries near Cape Grisnez, Jan. 13, 
1808. His post commission bears date Aug. 24, 1809. ' 

Captain Spence married, in ISO/^ the daughter of Mr. 

Charles Lbwry, Purser, R. N. 
AgenU — 



JOHN BRETT PURVIS, Esq. 

Son of the late Admiral J. Child Purvis, by a sister of Com* 
missioner Henry Garrett. 

This officer was made a Lieutenant May 1, 1805 ; and pro- 
moted to the rank of Commander Aug. 9, 1808. His post 
commission bears date Sept. 16, 1809 ; at which period he 
commanded the Delight brig, on the Me^terranean station. 

Captun Purvis's next appointment was Oct. 29^ 1811, to 
the Ganymede 26, in which ship he captured the French 
privateer Yauteur, of 7 guns and 47 men, Aug. 18, 1813. 
Since the peace he has commanded the Magicienne 42, on 
the East India station, where he rendered essential service to 
the crew of one of the Hon. Company's ships, wrecked upon 
the Cargados Garragos reef*, for which the Court of Directors 
presented him with 200 gumeas for the purchase of a piece of 
plate. 

AgenU. — ^Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son. 



GEORGE ANDREWS, Esq. 

Son of the late George Andrews, Esq. who was descended 
from an ancient family in co. Somerset; by Miss Kitty 
Coombs, a lady related to the families of Bond and Williams, 
in Dorsetshire. 

* See Francken's Narrative of the loss of the Cabalva. 

SUPPL. PART II. £ 
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Kte was bom July 26, 1778 ; and entered the navy, as a 
midshipman on board the Barfleur 98, bearing the flag of bis 
early and constant patron, the late Earl St. Vincent^ in 
Aug. 1790. We subsequently find him serving under Captains 
James Einneer and John Thomas Duckworth, in the Daphde 
of 20 guns, and Orion 74 ; the latter ship forming part of 
£arl Howe's fleet, on the memorable 1st of June, 1794. 

At the commencement of the ensuing year, Mr. Andrews 
removed with Captain Duckworth into the Leviathan, a third- 
rate, then about to sail for Jamaica^ under the orders of Rear- 
Admiral William Parker. In her he was present at the unsuc- 
cessful attack upon Leogane, St. Domingo, March 22, 1796*. 
His commissions bear date as follow: — Lieutenant, Mar. 1797; 
Commander, April 29, 1802 ; and Post-Captain, Sept. 22, 180i9 

Captain Andrews has a family of four sons and three ^ 
daughters. One of his sisters was married to the late Henry 
Reread Yorke, Esq. barrister-at-law i another is the wife tif 
Mr. Highmbre, an eminent surgeon, practising at Sherborne^ 
in Dorsetshire. 



WILLIAM BUCHANAN, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant in 1794, and served as second of 
the Leviathan, a third rate^ bearing the broad pendant of Com- 
modore Duckworth, at the capture of Minorca^ Nov. 15^ 
1798 f. The following is an extract of that officer's public 
letter to Earl St. Vincent, reporting the surrender of the 
island: 

" There is high merit due to Lieutenant William Buchanan, whom I 
landed as second in command under Captain (James) Bowen, with more 
than 250 seamen : there were iikemse the Leviathan's and Centaur*s marines 
with the army, to the number of 100 ^ but other essential service calling 
Captun Bowen on board his ship, the command of the seamen devolved 
on Lieutenant Buchanan, and, as will appear by the strongest accompany* 
ing testimony given him from the commander-in-chief of the troops, he 
performed the services with the army with the greatest ability and exertion.** 



* See Captain Donald Gajcpbex*l» 
t See Vol. I, p. 762. 
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Ct^ of General Stuart's testimoniaL 
*' Sir;—- 1 have the honor to return yoo« and the gentlemen employed on 
shore nnder your command^ my sincere thanks for your activity, zeal, and 
assistance, in forwarding the-ligfat artillery of the army ; neither can too 
mneh pnuse be given to the seamen for their friendly and cheerful exer- 
tions under very hard labour ; — exertions that were accompanied with a 
propriety of behaviour which I greatly attribute to your management, and 
which will ever merit my acknowledgments ; and aflfords me the sad^icdon 
of assuring you that I am, with sincere regard, yours, &c. 

(Signed) " Chas. Stuart." 

" To Lieutenant Buchanan.** 

We have already mentioned^ that the captors of Minorca 
found a brig of war on the stocks. This vessel was named 
the Port Mahon^ and laundbed Oct. 31^ 1799; on which occa« 
sion Lieutenant Buchanan was promoted^ and appointed to 
command her. In 1800^ he captured a French privateer of 
inconsiderable force^ and several small merchantmen : heivas 
also employed blockading Malta^ previous to the surrender of 
that island *• 

In the following year^ we find Captdn Buchanan serving 
under the orders of Lord Keith, and receiving the Turkish 
gold medal for his services on the coast of Egypt. He returned 
home in the Port Mahon, July 26, 18Q2 ; and was appointed 
to the Sea Fencible service, between Dungeness and Sand- 
gate, at the renewal of hostilities in 1803. His post com- 
nussion bears date Oct. 12, 1809 ; at which period he com- 
manded la Fleche of 16 guns, on the Channel station. 



EDMUND JOSHUA MORIARTY, Esq. 

Was made a Commander Aug. II, 177^ ; and promoted to 

post rank Oct. 25, 1809, the day on which our late beloved 

monarch entered into the fiftieth year of his reign. Captain 

Moriarty was subsequently employed as Agent for Prisoners 

of War, at Perth, N. B. 
jigent.'^ 

• See Vol. I. note f at p, 281. 
B 2 
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EDWARD SEYMOUR BAILY, Esq. 

Was made a Commander March 21^ 1782; and posted Oct. 
26, 1809. His only daughter married the Rev. John Turner, 
of Hatterley House, Gloucestershire. 

Agent. — 



GEORGE CADMAN, Esq. 

This officer's commission as a Commander bears date 
April 24, 1782. On the 20th June followmg, being then in 
the Defiance armed ship, he captured the Dutch brig Zeuze^ 
mounting 16 long 6-pounders and one 18-pounder, with a com- 
plement of 113 men. The action between these vessels took 
place near Portland, and lasted about two hours ; during which 
the enemy had 21 men killed, and 17^ including the 1st and 
2d Captains, wounded, the greater part of them dangerously. 
The Defiance was armed with 4-pounders*, and had no more 
than 68 persons on board, of whom only one was killed and 
another wounded. Captain Cadman obtained post rank Oct« 
25,1809. 



CHARLES BARTHOLOMEW, Esq. 

Was made a Commander Jan. 16, 1783 ; and posted Oct. 
25,1809. 



WILLIAM HENRY SHIRREFF, Esq. 

Son of the late General Shirreff ; was made a Lieutenant 
March 3, 1804, and promoted to the command of the Lily 
sloop, on the Leeward Islands station^ March 3, 1806 ; but 
he did not join that vessel until the close of the same year. 

* We have nol been able to ascertiuQ liow many. 
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In March 1808^ Captain Shirreff assisted at the capture of 

Deseada, — a service thus described by his senior officer^ in a 

letter to Sir Alexander Cochrane : 

" B, M. S. Cerberus, at Deseada, March 30. . 

** On the 29th instant I weighed from Marie Galante, with the vessels 
named in the margin * ; and on the ^Oth, at 3-30 P. M., the boats, mider 
the command of Captain Shirreff, ^th a detachment of seamen and 
marines from each vessel, under their respective commanders (who gal- 
lantly volunteered their services on the occasion), stood towards the shore, 
which was defended by a battery of two 9-pounders, completely com- 
manding the narrow entrance of the harbour, together with the national 
troops and militia, amounting to about 70 men, who opened their fire upon 
the boats, when I found it necessary to anchor the squadron with springs on 
the cables, and commence a cannonading, which soon silenced them, and 
at 4 o'clock the French flag was struck ; the boats landed at 4-30, hoisted 
the British flag, and the whole island surrendered without further opposi- 
tion* I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, that this capture has been 
effected without loss ; the commandant, national officers, and troops, are 
made prisoners of war, and the militia have laid down their arms. 

'' I should not do justice to the merit of Captain Shirreff, were I not 

to express in the highest terms my entire approbation of his conduct, 

together with that of Captain (William) Ward, and all the officers and 

men employed on this service. 

(Signed) " W. Sblby t.** 

The inhabitants of Deseada having generally taken the oath 
of neutrality^ and their batteries^ containing 31ong24-pound- 
ers^ 4 nines^ and 2 sixes being destroyed^ Sir Alexander Coch- 
rane did not leave any force on that island, but stationed the 
Idly, Express, and Mosambique there for its protection from 
the enemy's cruisers, as well as to prevent the arrival of any 
troops from Guadaloupe. On the 21 st of the following 
month. Captain Shureff's little squadron captured le Jean 
Jacques, French letter of marque, pierced for 18 guns, but 
with only 6 long 9-pounders mounted. This vessel had been 
sent from Bourdeaux for the express purpose of cruising in 
the Caribbean seas ; and from her superior sailing, she would 
most likely have proved a great annoyance to the British mer- 

* Cerberus frigate, Lily and Pelican sloops. Express and Swinger gun- 
brigs, and Mosambique schooner. 

t The small vessels under Captain Selby's orders were commonded by 
Lieutenants William Dowers, Thomas Fellow^s, and J. Jackson. 



54 POST-CAPTAINS ov 1809« 

diants^ one of whose brigs had been taken by her^ but was 
recaptured by the boats of the lAlj and her consorts. 

Captain Shirreff was posted into the Garland 22^ on the 
Jamaica station^ Nov. 15^ 1809 ; and appointed to the Bar- 
ibsa, a new frigate, Oct. 25, 1812. In the following year we 
find him serving on the coast of North America *, where he 
continued until the conclusion of the war. His last appoint- 
ment was, Sept. 10, 1817^ to the Andromache 44, in which 
ship he returned home from the South American station, Aug. 
31, 1821 1. 

This officer married, June 29, 1810, Elizabeth, eldest 
daughter of the late Honourable David Murray, uncle to the 
present Lord £libank. 

Agents. — Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son. 



• JOHN SIMPSON, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant by Lord Hood, at Toulon, in Dec. 
1793 ; and afterwards successively appointed to the Sybille of 
40 guns, Windsor Castle 98, Sans Pareil 80, and Pomone 40 ; 
in which latter ship he assisted at the capture of la Carrere 
French frigate, near Elba, Aug. 3, 1801 %. We subsequently 
find him acting as Captain of the Kent 7 Ay bearing the flag of 
Sir Richard Bickertou, at Malta ; from whence he returned 
to England in command of la Tourterelle 30, about June 
1803. His promotion to the rank of Commander was con- 
firmed by the Admiralty, April 19 in the same year. 

Captain Simpson's next appointment was, in 1805, to the 
Wasp of 18 guns, then fitting at Plymouth, and intended to 
be placed under the orders of Nelson ; but afterwards sent to 
join the Channel fleet, commanded by Admiral Comwallis. 

* See Vol. IT, Part II, p. 644, and note at the bottom. 

t An account of the Andromache's voyage from Valparaiso to New 
South Shetland, was published by Mr. Edward Bransfield, Master R» N., 
in 1821. 

J See Vol. I. Part I, p. 431. 
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On the 28th and 29th Aug. 1805^ Captam Simpson was 
chased by the celebrated Rochefort squadron^ consisting of 
five two-deckers, two frigates, and two brigs. On the first 
day, an 80 gun-ship got near enough to fire a broadside at 
him ; and on the second, a large frigate and a brig, one on each 
quarter, engaged the Wasp for 40 minutes, within range of 
grape ; but her constant and well directed fire firom the only 
6 guns which had not been thrown overboard to improve her 
sailing, so annoyed the enemy that they at length gave up the 
attack, and allowed her to escape. For their very great gal- 
lantry and persevering exertions on this occasion, Captain 
Simpson, his officers, and crew, received the public thanks of 
their commander-in-chief, and the high approbation of the 
Admiralty was also conveyed to them. 

About Oct. 1805, Captain Simpson removed into the Star 
sloop, in which vessel he was very actively employed on the 
Downs^ Newfoundland, and West India stations, until after the 
conquest of Martinique, in 1809, when he returned home with 
a strong letter of recommendation from Sir Alexander Coch- 
rane to Lord Mulgrave, who immediately ordered him to 
Halifax, on promotion. In Sept. 1809, he was appointed to 
la Furieuse frigate, but his post commission was not confirm- 
ed until the 19th Dec. following. He subsequently com- 
manded the Coquette of 20 guns, at the Leeward Islands. 

jigents^-^MessTs^ Cooke, Halford, and Son. 



EDWARD DIX, Esq. 

Received the first rudiments of a classical education at the 
King's school, Canterbury, in which city his father, a very 
respectable clergyman, was then resident ; and entered the 
navy in 1790, as a midshipman on board the Monarch 74> 
under the patronage of Captain (afterwards Adp^k^) Peter 
Rainier. He subsequently joined the Hermione fAgate, and 
served in her, on the West India station, for a period of three 
years, duriog which he witnessed many of the horrible a(ro- 
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cities perpetrated at St. Domingo, after the revolt of the 
black population — acts at which humanity shudders*. 

The dreadful mortality which visited our ships and troopB 
during the years 1793, 1794, and 1795, is still fresh in the 
recollection of many persons. Exposed as Mr. Di% invaria- 
bly was to the most laborious and severe duties, under liie 
baleful influence of a tropical sun, it is not to be wondered at 
that he shared in the sickness so general. Though blessed 
by nature with a very strong constitution, and with a cheer- 
ful evenness of temper not easily surmounted by privations or 
diiBculties, yet these advantages, great as they were, could 
not exempt him from the common lot. Three several times 
was he attacked by the yellow fever ; and the last of these 
visitations had nearly proved fatal, for he was so debilitated 
by it, and by a low intermitting fever and ague which suc- 
ceeded it, that certain death was pronounced to await him if 
not speedily removed to another climate : he accordingly re- 
turned to England. 

In Aug. VJ^y Mr. Dix was made a Lieutenant, and ap- 
pointed to the Pomp^e 80, commanded by his Mend Captain 
James Vashon, under whom he subsequently served in the 
Neptune 96, and Princess Royal of similar force ; likewise as 
flag Lieutenant from the time of that officer's promotion and 
appointment to the command at Leith until 1806; when^ 
finding advancement slow and uncertain at home, he again 
sailed for the West Indies, with a strong recommendation 
from Admiral lUdnier to Sir Alexander Cochrane, by whom 
he was appointed first of the flag-ship immediately on his 
arrival; and afterwards ordered to act as Captain of the 
Arab 20. 

During the short period of five weeks that Lieutenant Dix 
commanded the Arab, every person on board, with the excep- 
tion of himself and eight others, was attacked by the yellow 
fever : 33 fell victims to its ravages. Being the only officer 
who escaped, a more than double duty devolved upon him ; 
and the amdety, distress of mind, and fatigue he endured, 
whilst in that most trying situation, beggars all description. 

* See Vol. I. Part II,|k 604 et seg. : and^Suppl. ¥m I, note at p. 227. 
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It is but justice to him, however, to say, that in the midst of 
his avocations he still found time and opportunity to alleviate 
the sufferings of his officers and men. Every comfort which 
the nature of such a situation could admit of^ was afibrded ; 
every refreshment which his slender purse could procure, was 
obtained ; and he now has the pleasure of reflecting, that to 
his humane care and attention, under Divine Providence, the 
preservation of many valuable lives was owing. 

On the 26th Sept. ISO/^ Lieutenant Dix was promoted by 
Sir Alexander Cochrane to the command of the Cygtsi/t sloop 
of war, at Tortola ; from whence he sailed for England with 
nine merchant ships under his convoy, five of which unhap- 
pily foundered with all their crews during the passage home- 
After undergoing a thorough repair, the Cygnet was em- 
ployed in the North Sea, where she captured the Danish pri- 
vateers Christiana and Giengielderen ; the former a brig of 
14 guns and 60 men, the latter a sloop mounting 4 guns with 
a complement of 25 men. During the same cruise, she was 
warmly engaged with some batteries on the coast of Norway } 
on which occasion her commander's hat was struck by a 
9-pouiid shot, himself sustaining no farther injury than a good 
deal of inflammation on the top of his head^ and some defect 
in his s^t, both of which, however, were removed in a few 
days. 

About tliis period. Captain Dix fortunately succeeded in 
saving the lives of 5 men, who were discovered clin^g to 
the miserable wreck of a vessel ; in which perilous situation 
they had been several days exposed to flie most dreadful wea- 
ther, without a particle of food, their fingers and toes frost- 
bitten, and bereft of every hope, having; seen 9 of their ship- 
mates perish before their eyes. At a great risk, one of the 
Cygnet's boats was sent to their rescue, and they were brought 
on board that sloop, where warm blankets and friction re- 
stored the use of their benumbed limbs, whilst soup was ad- 
ministered to them in small quantities, until their exhausted 
and enfeebled stomachs could bear more solid food. Littie 
did Captain Dix think that he would need himself, in a few 
days, the relief he thus afforded to otherp. 



n 
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EndeuFouripg to get into the Frith of Forth, a sudden 
change of wind drove the Cygnet close to St. Abb's head ; and 
as the gaie^ which encreased to a hurricane, blew directly on 
the shore, from which she was only a quarter of ^a mile dis- 
tant^ the destruction of all on board appeared inevitable. 
From the 14th to the 16th Oct., 1808, the Cygnet remained 
in this hopeless situation : her guns had been thrown over- 
board, and her masts cut away to ease her ; the whole of her 
oflkeris and crew resigned themselves to their fate, and awaited 
in sikmce tiie moment when the only cable by which she 
rode, should part, and their bodies be cast upon, and lacerated 
.by, the numerous rocks around them. But whw every hope 
Had long been relinquished, and no human aid could avail, 
God mercifully interposed bis power to save them, the wind 
again suddenly shifted, and a vessel sent by Vice- Admiral 
Vashon to their assistance was consequently enabled to tow 
them into a place of safety. No sooner was this done than 
Captain Dix, his officers and men, walked in procession to 
the Episcopal Church at Leith, where they returned public 
thanks to the Almighty for thejr miraculous escape. 

After being refitted, the Cygnet was ordered to the West 
Indies; and on the 18th Dec. 1809, we find her assisting at 
the destruction of two French 40»gun frigates, laden with 
warlike stores and provisions, moored in Ance la Barqoe, 
Guadaloupe, and defended by several batteries. The particu- 
lars of this service will be found detailed in the Aidemddi to 
our memoir ojF Vice-Admiral Ballard, at p. 8/8 et $0q. of 
Vol. I, Part II. The following is an extract of that officer's 
public letter to Sir Alexander Cochrane : — 

** From Captain Dix I received e?ery assbtance the nature of the service 
required ; who, I trust, stands high in your estimation.'' 

For his conduct on this occasion. Captain Dix was imme- 
diately advanced to post rank, and his commission dated back 
tct the day of the action. 

During the operations against Guadaloupe in Jan. and Feb. 
1810, the subject of this memoir acted as captain of the 
Sceptre 74, bearing the broad pendant of Commodore Ballard> 
then serving on shore with the army* 
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Captdn Dix returned to England about June 1810 ; and in 
the following year we find bim again comnaanding the Sceptre, 
pro tempore^ she being then attached to the Basque roads 
squadron. His next appointment was. May 19, 1813, to the 
Royal Oak 74, bearing the flag of Lord Amelius Beauclerk, 
wilJi whom he proceeded on a cruise between the North Cape 
and Iceland, for the purpose of intercepting the American 
Commodore Rodgers, whose disgraceful flight from that sta- 
tion has been noticed at p. 380 et seq. of Suppl., Part I. 

•In May 1814, after negociating with the Frenph General 
commanding at Rochelle, for a suspension of hostilities. Lord 
Amelius Beauclerk struck his flag, and the Royal Oak was 
ordered to Bourdeaux, from whence she conveyed Rear-Ad- 
miral Malcolm to Bermuda and the coast of America. * 

Shortly after his arrival on the latter station. Captain Dix 
was appointed by Sir Alexander Cochrane to the Menelaus 
fiigate, in which ship he was very actively employed, under 
the immediate orders of Rear-Admiral Cockburn, until the 
conclusion of the war between Great Britain and the United 
States ; fit which period he received the thanks of that officer, 
and of the commander-in-chief, for his zealous conduct on all 
occaricnis. 

Hie Menelaus returned to England in May 1815 ; and 
Captain Dix was soon afterwards sent, with the Havannah 
frigate under bis orders, to cruise off the Isle of Bas, where, 
with the Kbin 88 in company, he captured and destroyed a 
Fsench convoy; which piece of service, we \)elieve, was the 
last of the kind performed by our navy during the usurpadon 
of Napoleon Buonaparte. 

Captwi Dix psdd off the Menelaus in Oct. 1815 ; and was 
appointed in March 1816, to superintend the ships in ordinary 
at Chatham, on which service he remained for the established 
period of three years. His only daughter is married to Liett- 
tenant-Colonel William Wood, h. p. of the 85th regiment. 
^^en^«.— Messrs. Cooke^ Halford and Son. 

♦ See Vol I, Part II, p. 696. 
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HENRY WHITMARSH PEARSE, Esq. 

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, 

This officer received his first commission about Oct.^ 1796 ^ 
served as a Lieutenant in the Victory, under Nelson ; and 
was promoted by his lordship. May 8^ 1804, to the command 
of the Halcyon brig, mounting 14 twenty-four-pounder 
carronades and 2 long sixes, with a complement of 94 officers^ 
men, and boys. His subsequent exertions for the protedion 
of the trade, and destruction of the enemy's armed vessels in 
the idciuity of Gibraltar, gained him the warmest approbation 
of that illustrious chieftdn. On the 20th Sept. 1804, he 
captured I'Esperance French privateer, of 10 guns and 54 men. 

In Dec. 1806, Captain Pearse fell in with three Spanish 
cruisers ; and after an action, highlycreditable to him and his 
crew, succeededinobt£uning possession of the largest, a polacre 
of 14 long twelves and 72 men. Hie following is a copy of 
his. official letter to LordCollingwood on this occasion : — 
; **H.M. sloop Halcyon, Gibraltar, Dec. 18, 1806. ' 

** My Lord, — ^I beg^leave to inform your Lordship, that on the 13tfa 
instant, at 8 A. M., Cape St. Martin's S.S.W. 6 leagues, I perceived three 
sail (a ship, a brig, and a xebec) standing out from under the land towards 
me ; being on contrary tacks we closed fast. When witlun four or ii?e miles, 
I discoTcred they were vessels of warj^ and shortly after they steered 
directly for me. Seeing they were superior, and five settees coming from 
the same quarter, I judged it prudent, as they seemed determined to bring 
me to action, to dose with them as soon as possible, and decide the con- 
test before any assistance could be given by the others. At 10-30, being 
nearly witlun musket-shot, they hoisted Spanish colours, and commenced 
action. As soon as- 1 got abreast of the second vessel, I got on the other 
tack, and brought them to closer acdon, which lasted till 12 o'clock, when 
thdr fire slackened. At half-past, being almost a calm, the brig and xebec 
hauled away to the southward, assisted by their boats and sweeps ; the 
slup, then nearest us, endeavouring to do the same to the northward. We 
swept after her, and in an hour got close alongside, when she struck her 
colours, and proved to be a polacre privateer, the Neptuno dios de los 
Mares, from Denia, going on a cruise between Minorca and the coast of 
Africa, with the other two in company \ who, I am sorry to say, made their 
escape, but not before their fire had been silenced. The five settees, when 
within three miles, seeing the ship deserted, returned into the port of Denia. 
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Though extraordinary, I am happy to say we had none killed, and only 
three wounded : Lieutenant Brings, my first, by a splinter in the arm, 
whom I beg leave to recommend to your Lordship's notice ; Lieutenant 
Piearse, who has been acting three years and a half in this vessel ; and one 
seaman. The loss of the enemy must be great. The wounded from the 
ship, 9 in all, are doing well. 

"I give your Lordship the full particulars of !tlus event, and trust my 
attacking so very superior a force, seeing they were resolutely determined 
to bring me to action, will meet your approbation. Knomng I could 
depend upon my officers and ship's company, whose cool, brave, and 
steady conduct on this, as on former occasions, almost insured me success 
before the acdon commenced. They merit my warmest acknowledgment^r. 

^' I cannot omit mentioning my having four passengers ; Captun Sulli- 
van, of the 81st regiment, who commanded the small-arms; Messrs. 
Purvis and Crokat, and a Neapolitan messenger, were all of great service, 
as we were 16 short of complement. The enemy's fire was mostly directed 
at our masts and rigging, in which vire have suffered very materially. 

** The force opposed to the Halcyon was the Neptuno dies de los Marecf, 
14 twelve-pounders and 7^ men ; la Vlrgine de Solidad, 14 twelve and 
eight-pounders, 78 men ; el Vives, 12 eight and six-pounders, 65 men. I 
have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " H. W. Pearsb.'' 

" I am glad of this opportunity," says the worthy Colling- 
wood^ when transmitting Captain Pearse's letter to the Ad- 
miralty, ^^ of giving to their lordships my testimony of the 
spirited and skiUal conduct of Captain Pearse, in all the duties 
on which he is employed. Hie present instance demonstrates 
what his ability is when there is opportunity to exhibit it*/' . 

At the beginning of Sept. 1808, information having been 
received at Messina that a number of the enemy's coasting 
vessels, laden with contributions in kind from the two pro« 
vinces of Calabria to the Neapolitan government, were 
assembled in Diamante bay, near the Gulf of Policastro, 
under the protection of several gun*boats and land batteries. 
Sir John Stuart, commanding the British troops in Sicily^ 
detached Lieutenant-Colonel Bryce, of the Royal Engineers, 
to co-operate with a small naval force under Captain Pearse, 
and endeavour to take or destroy them. The successful 

* Mr. James erroneously describes the Neptuno as a Spanish corvette, 
and her consorts national vessels : he abo says that not a man was injured 
on board the Halcyon. See Nov. ffUt. Vol. IV., p. 392 et *0q. 



(^ POST-CAPTAtKS Ot 1909. 

result of this enterprise is thus described by that gallant and 
judicious officer, in a letter to his General, dated Sept. 8 :— 

«« Sir,— I do myself the honor to acquaint you> that the detachment yon 
were pleased to put under my orders, has successfully executed the service 
in ?ieiv, by capturing, in conjunction with Captun Fearse, R. N., a flotilla 
of thirty-eight vessels, of which four are large gunrboata, under the town 
of Diamante, where they had been blockaded with much perseverance by 
Gaptaia (H^ry) Prescott, of H. M. brig Weazle. 

*' We were baffled by calms during five days on the passage from Me* 
lazzo, on three of which we must have been distinctly seen from the 
enemy's coast. On examining the position taken kere, I found it very 
respectable, as the town of Diamante, which covered the vessels, ranged on 
the right and leflt of it, stands on a peninsula nearly inaccessible on three 
sides ; the fourth is protected by difficult inclosures, and there is, besides, a 
building of considerable strength commanding the whole. 

** Under these discouraging circumstances, augmented by the non- 
arrival of the Sicilian gun-boats, and the absence of two of the transports, 
it reqmred the fullest confidence in the conduct of Major Hammill, and 
the troops intended to be landed, to induce me (o hazard an attempt on 
the town, without the possession of which, I saw nothing effectual could 
be done. After the strong building above-mentioned had been successfully 
cannonaded for several hours, by Captains Pearse and Frescott, R. N., and 
the Chavalier de Balsamo, commanding a galliot of H. S. Majesty, who 
were indefatigable m their exertions, 250 men of the regiment bf Malta, 
under Mi^or Hammill, and 100 of the 58th regiment, under Captain 
O'Brien, were landed at day«break this morning, about half a mile to the 
northward of the town, accompanied by a howitzer and two G-pounders, 
commanded by Captain Campbell of the royal artillery. The enemy, who 
consisted of about 400 men of the civic-guard, with a proportion of French 
troops, were gradually forced back, through the underwood, upon the 
town, which, however, they did not attempt to defend, but took to the 
mountuns ; and we were enabled to turn their batteries on the beach to 
the southward of the town, without sustuning any loss, when the whole of 
the vessels fell into our hands * * * *. I have the honor to be, &c 

(Signed) " Ajlbx. Bbych." 

The land ordnance taken on this occasion^ consisted of 3 
brass howitzers and 4 field-pieces, 1 iron long 12-pounder, 
16 carronades, and 2 swivels. The British appear to have 
sustained no loss^ and that of the enemy has never been 
ascertained. 

In May 1809, part of the Halcyon's officers and crew 
assisted at the destruction of the esnemy's forts on the small 
islands of Gianuti and PianoBo ; a service executed with great 
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gallantry, under the directions of Lieutenant Behhett^ of the 
Seahorse frigate. On the 30th Aug. following, Captain Pearsc 
captured the St. Anna French privateer, of 2 guns* and 46 
men. His promotion to post rank took place I)ec. 23d in 
the same year. 

Agents. — ^Messrs. Bamett and King. 



EDWARD KITTOE, Esq. 

Entsrsd the navy^ in Dec. 1780^ as a midshipman on 
board the Bellona 74^ Captain (afterwards Sir Richard) 
Onslow ; in which ship, and the Standard 64^ he served on 
the Channel station^ mitil the peace of 1783. During the 
next three years we find him in the Grampus 50, on the coast 
of Africa. He afterwards successively removed into the 
Scout sloop ; Trusty 50, bearing the flag of Sir John Laforey^ 
with whom he proceeded to the West Indies ; and Royal 
George 110, flag*ship of Sir Alexander Hood) under which 
latter officer .he continued until his promotion, and appoint- 
ment to the Saturn 7 A, Feb. 26, 1794. 

In the following months Lieutenant Kittoe joined the Hebe 
frigate^ Captain Alexander Hood y and in June 1796, he was 
appointed acting Commander of the Pelican sloop, on the 
Leeward Islands' station. That vessel formed part of Rear^ 
AdmiFal Harvey's squadron at the unsuccessful attack of 
Porto Rico, April 1797*- 

On the 13th Sept., same year, lieutenant Kittoe, then com- 
manding the Bittern of 16 guns, engaged and captured 
TAgr^able French privateer, mounting 18 guns, with a com- 
plement of 1 15 men. His appointment to the Bittern was 
confirmed by the Admiralty soon after this action. On the 
8th Sept. 1796, he captured le Dix Aodtprivateer^of 12 guns 
and 60 men. 

Early in 1803 the subject of this sketch was appointed 
'acting Captain of la Minerve frigate ; and we sub&leqilefitly 

* See Vol. I^ note' tit p« 113. 
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find him superintending the equipment of the Britannia, a first 
rate. In May 1804, he obtained the command of TArgus 
sloop, firom which vessel he removed to the Sabrina of 18 
guns, about Oct. 1806 ; the latter he commanded during the 
Walcheren expedition, in 1809. 

Captain Kittoe's post commission bears date Jan. 4, 1810. 
In July following he was appointed to the Milford 74, flag- 
ship of Sir Richard G. Keats, under whom he served at Cadiz, 
during the memorable defence of that important place *"; and 
afterwards in the Hibemia 1 10, on the Mediterranean station. 
His last appointment was, Dec. 20, 1814, to the Astrsea 42, 
which frigate he commanded on the coast of France, until 
the final termination of hostilities in 1815. 



RICHARD ARTHUR, Esq. 

Brother of Colonel George Arthur, lieutenant-Go- 
vernor of Van Dieman's land ; and of the late John Ar- 
thur, Esq. Collector of the Customs at Plymouth. 

This officer entered the navy, in 1790, as a midshipman on 
board the Valiant 74; and at the commencement of the 
French revolutionary war^ we find him proceeding in the 
Heroine frigate. Captain (afterwards Lord) Grardner, to the 
West Indies ; where he served on board various ships until 
confirmed as a Lieutenant, about Feb. 1800. He also obtained 
the rank of Commander on the same station, in 1805. 

Captain Arthur commanded the Vesuvius bomb, forming 
part of the British advanced squadron before Copenhagen^ 
when repeatedly attacked by the Danish flotilla, in Aug. 1807 1« 
His next appointment was, about April, 1808, to the Cherokee 
brig, mounting 8 eighteen-pounder carronades and 2 long 
sixes, with a complement of 65 officers, men, and boys. On 
the 11th Jan. 1810, he addressed an official letter to the 

• See Captain^^ Sir Thomas Fellowes^ Frederick Jennings Tiiomas, and 
l/TiUiam Henry Smyth. 

t See Suppl. Part I., p. 239. 
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comtnander-in-cbief on the Downs station, of wUch the fol- 
lowing is a copy : — 

" Sir^ — I have the hoDor to acquaint you, that on reconnoitering Dieppe 
yesterday, I perceived seven lugger privateers at anchor close together, 
within a cable's length of the pier-head under the batteries ; and deeming 
it, notwithstanding their numbers, practicable to capture or destroy some 
of them, I this morning, at one o'clock, the wind being southerly, stood 
in and perceived the whole seven at anchor, as when reconnoitred : I im- 
mediately' ran between two, and laid one on board, which, after a fruitless 
attempt on the part of the enemy to board the Cherokee, I succeeded in 
bringing out, and wliich proves to be I'Amiable Nelly, a new lugger, 
of 16 guns, 106 tons, and 60 men. 

" During the time we were under the batteries, the whole of the priva- 
teers kept up a constant fire of musketry ; but, I am happy to state, only 
two were wounded, viz. Lieutenant Gabriel, and Mr. James Ralph, boat- 
swain, both in the hand. The enemy had 2 killed and 8 wounded, 3 dan- 
gerously. 

'' I feel it a duty I owe to my officers and crew to state, their conduct 
deserves my warmest approbation, for the cool steadiness they shewed, 
both in attacking the enemy, and during the time we were under the bat- 
teries. I am, &c. 

(Signed) " R. Abthub.*' 

** 7b Ftce-Admiral Campbells 

For his daring conduct on this occasion, Captain Arthur 
was immediately promoted, and his post commission dated 
back to the day on which he made the successful attack. 
His last naval appointment was, Oct, 16, 1812, to the An- 
dromeda of 22 guns. 

Agent. — 



GEORGE PARIS MONKE, Esa- 

Only son of the late CapUdn Monke, of the Royal Horsa 
Guards. 

This oflScer entered the navy, in June 1775> »» * midship- 
man on board the Worcester 64, commanded by Captwn Mark 
Robinson, and forming part of a small squadron of observa-r 
tion, then about to proceed on a cruise off Cape Finisterre, 
under Commodore Sir Peter Parker. 

In Mar. 1777, Mr. Monke was transferred to the Fox of 

SUPPL. PART II. F 
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28 guns^ Captain Patrick Fotheringbam^ in which fiigate he 
proceeded to the Newfoundland station. 

On the 8th June following, the Fox fell in with two Ameri- 
can frigates ; the Hancock 34, commanded by one Manley, a 
native of Torbay, in Devonshire ; and the Boston 30, under 
the command of Macreal, another English traitor. Not hav- 
ing heard of any ships so large being fitted out by the rebel- 
Ijious colonists, and therefore imagining that they were Bri- 
tish men of war. Captain Fotheringham neglected to get his 
decks suflSciently clear for action ; nor was he convinced of 
his mistake until Manley hoisted the colours adopted by 
Congress, and ordered him to *^ strike instantly.'' A running 
fight then commenced, the Fox endeavouring to gain a little 
time in order to prepare for closer battle. 

Nearly four hours elapsed before Manley could bring his 
ship fairly alongside of the Fox, when a warm action com- 
menced between them, during which several of the rebel 
crew shewed strong signs of fear; and her desperate com- 
mander, sensible of their dismay, ran continually from one 
end of the ship to the other, without a coat, his ahirt sleeves 
tucked up to the shoulders, flourishing and swinging a large 
cutlass round his head^ and swearing he would ^^.cut down the 
first man who should attempt to leave his quarters.'' These 
threats had the desired effect, and the conflict was continued 
till Captain Fotheringham, seeing that the Fox was very 
much f*rippled, thought proper to strike her colours, which 
he had hardly done before the Boston came under her stern^ 
and gave her a broadside, to the great displeasure of Manley, 
who inveighed loudly against a proceeding so unfair and un- 
necessary, Captain Fotheringham and 50 of his crew were 
then taken on board the " Yankee Commodore," and Mr. 
Monlce with others removed to the Boston. 

On the 4th of the following month, just after they had pas- 
sed Halifax, on their way to Boston, the Hancock and her 
consorts were discovered and chased by the Rainbow 44, 
Captain Sir George Collier, who after a pursuit of 41 hours, 
and a running fight of 4$, succeeded in obtaining possession 
of the former. The Fo:s; was likewise secured by Captain 
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John Brisbane^ of the Flora frigate^ who had hove in sight 
on the second day of the chase ; but unfortunately the Bos- 
ton effected her escape *. 

After a close confinement of several months at Boston, Mr« 
Monke and his fellow prisoners were exchanged, and rein- 
stated in their former stations on board the Fox, which ship 
returned to England in Feb. 1778. 

We next find the subject of this memoir serving in . ^t 
Courageux 74, and acting as aid- de-camp to Captain Lord 
Mulgrave, in the action off Ushant, between Keppel and 
d'Orvilliers f, on which occasion that ship had 6 killed and 
13 wounded |. 

The operations of the Channd fleet, to which the Coura-^ 
geux was attached until the autumn of 1780, were unpro- 
ductive of any striking events, owing partly to the cautious 
conduct of Keppel's successors, and partly to the reserve of 
the enemy. 

In Sept. I78O, being strongly recommended by Lord Mul-^ 
grave, Mr. Monke was appointed to act as Lieutenant of the 
Harpy fire-vessel, in which he continued until Nov/178]^ 
when he received a commission for the Warrior 74, Captain 
Sir James Wallace, imder whom he served as fourth of that 
Uiip, in Rodney's battles with de Grasse, April 9 and \2^ 
yj9Ei ; on which days her total loss amounted to 5 killed and 
ill womided; He also assisted at the capture of two French 

• See Nw. Chron. Vol. xxxii, pp. 275—279. 

t See Royal Nav. Biog. Vol. I, p. 15. 

X On board the Courageux was a man who worked for the officers as a 
tailor, and, as he was a civil steady person, he received many marks of 
tjmt approbation i notwithstanding which he fell into a state of despon- 
dency, being firmly persuaded that he should lose his life whenever the 
fleets engaged. Lord Mulgrave, observing the melancholy dejection of his 
s^ts, endeavoured by argument and ridicule, but in vain, to drive the 
idea from his mind. On the day of the above action, July 27, 1778, this 
poor fellow was ordered to assist in the cockpit, as a place of the greatest 
Security ; but, impelled by irresistible curiosity to see what was going on, 
he ventured up the main-hatchway, and in an instant he was mortally 
wounded. 

r2 
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64-gun ships, one frigate, and a corvette, in the Mona Pas*' 
sage, on the 19th of the same month*. 

On the arrival of the victorious fleet at Jamaica, Lieutenant 
Monke was appointed first of le Jason 64 f, Captain John 
Aylmer, with whom he returned home in the month of Octo- 
ber following ; that ship having miraculously weathered the 
tremendous hurricane which proved so fatal to the Centaur^ 
Ramillies, ViUe de Paris, Glorieux, and Hector, as well as 
to numerous merchant vessels which had sailed for England 
under the protection of Rear- Admiral Graves %• 

In 1790, Lieutenant Monke was appointed to command 
the Speedwell cutter, and employed on various services, under 
the orders of Lord Howe. In 1792, while cruising on the 
Yorkshire coast, he captured the Hell-afloat, a very fine 
smuggling cutter of 14 guns, the exact number mounted by 
his own vessel. 

A short time previous to the commencement of the French 
revolutionary war. Lieutenant Monke proceeded to Ham- 
burgh, for the purpose of bringing over a number of British 
sailors, who had recently been wrecked in different vessels 
on the coast of Jutland; and he succeeded in prevailing on 
a hundred of them to embark with him in the Speedwell. 
During the passage home, a very stormy one, and prolong^ 
by contrary winds, he found himself obliged to keep the decSc, 
night and day, in order to secure these men for the navy, it 
being known that they intended, if possible, to seize the cut- 
ter, run her anhore, and thus avoid impressment. In conse- 
quence of the fatigue he endured on this occasion, his health 
was so seriously injured as to render it necessary for him to 
resign his desirable command, in Aug. 1793. 

Ideutenant Monke's subsequent appointments were to the 
Maidstone frigate, and Ville de Paris of 110 guns, from 
which latter ship he was promoted to the rank of Commander^ 
in Mar. 1797. 

* See Vol IT, Part I, note f at p. 52 ; and Vol. h Part h note at pp. 
35-39. 

t Now the Argonaut hospital-ship, stationed at Chatham. 
I See Vol. II, Part I, p. 65 et ieq., and the notes at p. 69. 
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Finding himself now possessed 4>f much unwished-for 
leisure, Captain Monke compiled and, in 1799^ published^ 
*^ ^ Fbcabulary of Sea Phrases and Terms of Art, used, in 
Seamanship and Naval Architecture^*' hoping that the ob- 
jects which it embraced would be found of real utility to the 
maritime world in general^ and to British naval officers in 
particular. The work to ^ich we allude consists of two 
pocket volumes^ in English and French^ containing all the 
orders necessary for working a ship, and carrying on the duty, 
as well at sea as in port ; by means of which an English 
. prize-master, however ignorant of the French nautical lan- 
guage, may navigate a ship of that nation with part of her 
own crew, whenever circumstai/ces, for awhile, prevent a 
sufficient number of British seamen from being put on board 
for that purpose. 

In July 1808, Captain Monke was appointed to the Cen« 
turion£0, armed en fiMe^ and ordered to convey naval stores 
to Halifax. We subsequently find him commanding the 
Statira frigate, pro tempore^ and assisting at the reduction 
of Guadaloupe *• His post commission bears date Jan. 
12, 18M). 

We now atrrive at the unfortunate conclusion of Captain 
Mohke's professional career. In Oct. 1810, he assumed the 
commaind of the Pallas 32, and proceeded from the Frith of 
Forth to cruise for a month on the coast of Norway, where 
his boats, under the directions of Lieutenant M^Curdy, cap- 
tured, in the Cove of Siveraag, two Danish cutter privateers 
of very inconsiderable force. Returning to Leith roads, pur- 
suant to his orders, he had the misfortune to be wrecked near 
Dunbar, in the night of Dec. 18; his pilots having mistaken 
the light issuing from a lime-kiln, on the Scotch coast, for 
the light on the Isle of May, and the latter for that on the 
Bell Rock. It is not a little singular that, at the very same 
lime, the Nymph 36, Captain Edward Sneyd Clay, though 
not in company with the Pallas, went ashore, under exactly 
similar circumstances, and was also totally wrecked within a 

•S«eVol I, Part L p. 865. 
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short distance of her *• Captain Monke has not since Been 
employed. 
Agent.^^3. Dufaur^ Esq. 



PHIPPS HORNBY. Esq. 

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, 

This officer is a son of the late Rey. Geoffirey Hornby^ 
. rector of Winwick^ a valuable living in Lancashire^ by Miss 
Lucy Stanley, sister to the present Earl of Derby. He was 
made a Lieutenant, Nov. 16, 1804; Commander, Aug. 15, 
1806; and Post-Captain, Feb. 16, 1810: but he does not 
.appear to have had any opportunity of distinguishing himself 
nntil March 13, 1811; on which day he commanded the 
Volage a 22 gun ship, and bore a very conspicuous part in 
the action off Lissa, officially described at pp. 472 — 4/6 of 
Vol. II. Part It* The Volage, on that occasion, was very 
much cut up in her hull, masts, sails, and rigging : her loss 
amounted to 13 killed and 33 wounded. 

On Captain Hornby's return to his native place, a deputa* 
tion of the inhabitants of Winwick waited upon him to offer 
their congratulations upon his safety, and to convey the 
wishes of the parish at large that he would honor with his 
presence a public festival, to be celebrated upon the 26th 
Aug. 1812, in commemoration of the victory off Lissa, and as 
a tribute of their respect for himself and his family t* 

Captain Hornby subsequently comtnanded the Stag 36 
and Spartan 38, which latter frigate he paid off about July, 
1816. He married, Nov. 22, 1814, a daughter of the iat^ 
Lieutenant- General Burgoyne. 

^^en/«.— Messrs* . Cooke, Halford, and Son, 



HON. WILLIAM GORDON. 

Grandson of the late Earl of Aberdeen, and brother to the 
present peer. 

• See Nav, Chron, Vol. xxv, pp. 54 — 66. 

t See note * at the latter page. 

X See Nov. Ciron. Vol. zxvii, pp. 204^212, 
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This officer served for a considerable time on the East 
India station, which he unfortunately quitted just at the 
commencement of a series of very brilliant operations. He 
received his first commission July 2^ 1804; was made a 
Commander, April 24, 1807 ; and promoted to post rank 
(shortly after his return to England), March 12, 1810. On 
the 17th Jan. 1813, we find him commanding the Magicienne 
frigate, and capturing the American schooner privateer 
Thrasher, of 14 guns and 80 men. He subsequently assisted 
at the reduction of St. Sebastian *. 



FRANCIS STANFELL, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant July 31, 17^5, and promoted to 
the rank of Commander Feb. 4, 1803 5 previous to whieh 
the Turkish gold medal had been presented to him for his 
services during the Egyptian campaign. 

Early in 1806, Captain Stanfell was appointed to the 
Scorpion brig, of 18 guns, then at the Leeward Islands, to 
which station he proceeded as a passenger on board one 6^ 
the Falmouth packets. On his arrival at Barbadoes, he had 
the mortification to find that his brig bad been taken to the 
coast of America, by Sir John B. Warren ; and after many 
months anxious expectation, during which he resided onshore 
at a great expense, he received letters from England acquaint- 
ing him that she had returned to Europe, and that there was 
no probability of his being able to join her unless he likewise 
came home. 

In Consequence of this information, Captain Stanfell' 
hastened back to England, and assumed the command of the' 
Scorpion, on the Plymouth station, in the spring of I8O7.' 
On the 21st Nov. in the same year, he captured la Glaneuse, 
French* ketch privateer, a remarkably fine vessel, of 16 guns 
and 80 men. 

Availing himself of information obtained from his prisoners 
relative to le Glaneur, a celebrated privateer which had been 
repeatedly pursued, but always escaped by superiority of sail- 

• See Vol II, Part II, p. 531. 
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ing, Captain Stanfell immediately went in search of that 
TeBsel, and had the good fortmie to capture her, on the 3d 
DeCy after a chase of 12 hours. This latter ketch mounted 
10 guns, with a complement of 60 men ; and was well known 
at Lloyd's to have done more mischief than aU the privateers 
out of St. Maloes, having run two years with uninterrupted 
luck. 

We next find Captain Stanfell employed blockading Basse- 
terre, Guadaloupe ; near which anchorage, and under the fire 
of a land battery, he captured, after an action of two hours, 
rOreste French national brig of 16 guns and 130 men, in- 
cluding several naval and military passengers. The enemy, 
on this occasion, had 2 killed and 10 wounded ; the Scorpion 
not a man slain, and only 4 wounded. This gallant service 
was performed in the night of Jan. 11, 1810*. 

The following are extracts from Sir Alexander Cochrane's 
letter to the Admiralty, announcing the subsequent conquest 

of Guadaloupe : 

'' Captains Stanfell, Elliott, and Flin, with detachnaents of seamen, were 
attached to the second dirision of the army • • « • • with all of 
whom the General is highly satisfied f* 

" I have entrusted this despatch to Oaptun Stanfell, who has been 
actively employed on this service, and will consequently be able to give 
such further particulars as their Lordships may require : and I take leave 
to mention htm as lui officer whose zeal and merit entide lum to thdr 
lordships' protection/' 

Captain StanfeU returned home in the Hazard sloop j 
arrived at the Admiralty, March 15, 1810 j and was promoted 
to post rank on the 19th of the same month. His subsequent 
appointments were to the Druid 32, Cossack 22, and Bac- 
chante 38 ; in which latter ship he proceeded from the Medi- 
terranean to Bermuda and North America, at the clos^ of 
the war with France, in 1814. 

The Bacchante formed part of the squadron under Rear- 
Admiral Griffith (now Colpoys), at the capture of Castine ; 
and was afterwards sent to take possession of Belfast, a town 
on the western side of Penobscot bay, through which the 

• Sec Nav. Chron. Vol. xxiii. p. 429 ; and Vol. xxv. p. 461. 
t See 8ur George Beckwith's General Orders of Feb. 7» 1810 ; at 
p. 879. 9f VoL I* Part II. 
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high road from Boston runs^ for the purpose of cutting off 
all communication with that side of the country ; whilst a 
naval and military force, under Captain Robert Barrie and 
Lieutenant- Colonel John, proceeded to attack Haniden; the 
result of which expedition has been stated at pp. 729—733 
of Vol. ir. Part II. 

So soon as accounts were received from Captain Barrie, 
that the U.S. ship Adams was destroyed, and the force as- 
sembled for her protection dispersed, the troops stationed at 
Belfast were again embarked by Captain Stanfell, and arrange- 
ments made for sending them to take possession of Machias, 
the only place between Castine and Passamaquaddy bay, then 
occupied by the enemy. This service was performed without 
loss, under the directions of Captain Hyde Parker, com- 
manding the Tenedos frigate, and Lieutenant-Colonel Pilking- 
ton, D.A.G. 

Since the peace with America, the subject of this sketch 
has commanded the Phaeton frigate, and Conqueror 74. In 
the former ship he conveyed Sir Hudson Lowe from England 
to St. Helena ; in the latter he served as Flag-Captain to 
Rear-Admiral Plamplin, during the last two years of that 
officer's command at St. Helena. 

The Conqueror was paid off Oct. 30, 1820; on which occa- 
sion her officers gave Captain Stanfell an elegant entertain- 
ment, at the Mitre hotel, Chatham, as a mark of their esteem 
for him, and an acknowledgment of his constant attention to 
their comforts. We very much regret that it is not in our 
power to give a fuller account of the services of such a kind- 
hearted man, whom we likewise most highly respect. 

Captdn Stanfell married, Dec. 12, IblO, Elizabeth^ second 
daughter of Captain (now Vice-Admiral) Robert Barton. One 
of his sisters was married to the late James Cobb, Esq. Se- 
cretary to the Hon. East India Company, a gentleman emi- 
nently distinguished by his literary attainments, as displayed 
in the operas of the " Haimted Tower,'* " The Siege of 
Belgrade," &c. &c. &c. * 

* See jinnuai Biog. and Obit, for 1819, p. 363 ^ and Nov. Ckron. YoU 
p. 498. 
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SAMUEL GEORGE PECHELL, Esq. 

Sbcond 8on of the late Augustus Pechell, Esq. Receiver* 
General of the Customs, by Sarah, third daughter and co- 
heiress of Thomas Drake, D.D. rector of Amersham, co. 
Bucks. 

This officer was made a Lieutenant, Feb. 6, 1806; Com* 
mander, April 25, 1809 ; and Post-Captain, April 30, 1810. 
He married, Jan. 16, 1817, Caroline, daughter of William 
Thoyles, of Southampstead-House, co. Berks, Esq. by whom 
he has issue. 

.<d(§Tn^.— Isaac Clementson, Esq. 



CHARLES JOHN AUSTEN, Esq. 

Brother to Captain Francis William Austen, C. B. whose 
services are recorded at pp. 274 — 283 of Vol. 11. Part I. 

This officer entered the naval academy at Portsmouth in 
1791, and embarked in 1794, as a midshipman on board the 
Daedalus 32, commanded by Captain (now Sir Thomas) Wil- 
liams ; with whom he afterwards served in the Unicorn and 
Endymion frigates, continuing with him until the spring of 
1801, at which period he had risen to be second Lieutenant of 
the latter. His first Commission bears date Dec. 10, 1797 *• 

At the renewal of hostilities. May 1803, Lieutenant Austen 
had the good fortune to be appointed first of the Endymion^ 
on the application of her Captain, the Hon. Charles Paget, 
under whom he continued actively and successfully employed 
till his promotion to the rank of Commander, Sept. 10, 1804t ; 
oh which occasion he was appointed to the Indian, an 18'gun 
sloo^, then building at Bermuda, for the protection of the 
islands. 

During one of his first cruises. Captain Austen fell in with 
and was soon surrounded by four £Eist-sailing French frigates; 

* The very active services of the Unicom and Endymion are folly noticed 
in our first volume, pp. 387—^389. 

t See Id. p. S5ieiieq. 
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but fortunately it fell calm at the moment when his capture 
appeared inevitable, and byusingthe sweeps he was enabled to 
push between them and gain a safe distance before another 
breeze sprang up. The Indian was subsequently placed under 
the orders of Sir John B. Warren, on the Halifax station, 
where Captain Austen captured la Jeune Estelle, French 
schooner privateer, of 4 guns and 25 men, with It cargo of 
flour and provisions, bound to St. Domingo; a Spanish letter 
of marque, of similar force ; and three merchant vessels. 

On the 10th May, 1810, Captain Austen was posted into 
Sir John B. Warren's flag-ship, the Swiftsure 74 ; and shortly 
afterwards removed to the Cleopatra 32, in which frigate he 
returned home, about the summer of 1811. 

Captain Austen's next appointment was, Nov. 20, 1811, to 
the Namur 74, bearing the flag of his early friend and patron. 
Sir Thomas Williams, and employed as a receiving ship at 
the Nore. 

The duties which Captain Austen had now. to attend to w^re 
of no trifling nature, and attended with considerable re^onsi- 
bUity, he being charged with the regulation of all the men 
raised for the navy in the river Thames and eastern ports, as 
also with the detail of manning the ships of war fitted oat in 
the Thames and Medway. That the Lords of the Admiralty 
were fully satisfied with his execution of these duties during a 
period^bf nearly three years, is evident from his having been 
iappoibted to the Phoenik, a 32-gun frigate, inmiediately after 
Sir Thomad Williams's command expired. 
• £arly in 1815, Captain Austen proceeded to the Mediterra^ 
nean; and on the renewal of hostilities with France and 
Naples, in consequence of Buonaparte's escape from £lba, he 
was sent to the Adriatic, with the Undaunted 88, and Garland 
22, under his orders, for the putrpdses of co-operating with the 
Austrian army, and endeavouring t6 intercept some Neapo- 
litan men of war. 

After the surrender of Naples, according to the military 
<X)n>^ention of Casa Lanza, Captain Austen entered into ist 
correspondence with the authorities at Brindisi, relative to 
t^ £^at^s of ^etovgdst dk«ii,1bea lying there, fiod which 
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the Phoenix and Garland had been watchmg^ whilst the Un« 
daunted scoured the coast to the northward. The com- 
manders of these ships were at length induced to hoist the 
colours of their restored monarch, Ferdinand IV. ; and Cap- 
tain Austen soon afterwards received the unqualified appro- 
bation of Lord Exmouth for his conduct during the whole of 
that short campaign* 

We next find Captain Austen proceeding to the Archipelago, 
with the Phoenix, Aquilon (32), Garland, and Reynard sloop, 
in dearch of la Junon French frigate, la Victorieuse corvette, 
two heavy brigs, two large schooners, and several piratical 
vessels which had lately given interruption to the trade in 
that quarter. On his arrival among the islands, he had the 
mortification to find that the enemy's squadron was no longer 
there ; and the speedy restoration of peace left him nothing 
more to do than the suppression of piracy, a service which, for 
the time being, he effectually performed. We now come to 
the most unfortunate event in his professional career—- the 
lossof the Phoenix, on the coast of Asia Minor, Feb. 20, 1816. 

Having received orders, when at Smyrna, to join Sir Charles 
Penrose, who was about to accompany Lord £xmouth on an 
expedition to the coast of Barbary, Captain Austen put to sea 
immediately, although the wind was foul and the weather 
very imsetded. Being unable to clear the Archipelago before 
the commencement of a violent gale, he was obligedto bear 
up and seek shelter in the port of Chism^ ; but scarcely had 
he anchored when the wind flew round from S. W. to North^ 
and blew a perfect hurricane. Every thing possible was 
done to save the ship, notwithstanding which she drove oa 
shore, with three anchors a»head, after her masts were cut 
away. Happily no lives were lost, and he succeeded in saving 
the guns, stores, &c. which were conveyed to Malta by the 
Reynard and a merchant ship chartered for that purpose. It 
now only remains for us to add, that this disaster was solely 
owing to the ignorance of the Greek pilots, and that Captain 
Austen was fully acquitted of all blame^ by a court-martial 
assembled on board the Boyne, in Tunis bay, April 22, 1816. 

Captain Austen's last appointment was, June 3> 182^' to 
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the Aurora of 46 guns, wbicli frigate he at present commands 
on the Jamaica station. 

The subject of this sketch has been twice married ; 1st, in 
ISO/j to a Miss Palmer, by whom he had three daughters ; 
2dly, in 1820, to a lady of the same maiden name, by whom 
he has one son. 

Agent j"^. Woodhead, Esq. 



SPELMAN SWAINE, Esq. 

A Btagisirate for the hie of Ely. 

This officer is the second son, and eldest surviving child^ 
of the late Spelman Swaine, Esq. of Leverington, near Wis- 
beach, co. Cambridge (at which place the family have resided 
for several centuries), by Dorothy, daughter of Walter Robert- 
8or» of Lynn Regis, in Norfolk, Esq. The Swaines are re- 
lated, by intermarriage, Jbo the descendants of Sir Henry 
Spelman. 

Mr, Swaine^ the subject of this memoir, was born at Ljmn 
Regis, Jan. 1, 1709 ; and he appears to have first embarked 
as a midshipman on board the Crocodile 24, commanded by 
Captain Albemarle Bertie, in April 1/82. We afterwards 
find him serving under the same officer in the Recovery 32^ 
which frigate was attached to Lord Howe's fleet at the relief 
of Gibraltar, and repeated his signals during the subsequent 
partial action off Cape Spartel. 

The Recovery being paid off at the end of the American 
war, Mr, Swaine soon afterwards joined the Camatic 74> 
Captain Anthony J. P. MoUoy, with whom he served until 
that ship also was put out of commission. 

Early in 1785, having obtained an introductory letter from 
Lord Howe to Captain (now Sir William) Domett, Mr. Swaine 
was received on board the Champion 24, commanded by the 
latter officer, and then fitting at Woolwich. In that ship he 
served on the Leith station till the Dutch armament, 1787* 

At this period. Captain Domett was superseded, in conse* 
quence of his being nominated to the command of the London^ 
a setond rate^ intended to bear the flag of Vice-Admiral 
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^Jexander Hood^ had the dispute with Holland been followed 
by a declaration of war ; and in which case Mr. Swaine was 
to have accompanied those officers to the East India station. 

After being borne for some time as a supernumerary on the 
books of the Sandwich guard-ship, Mr. Swaine joined the 
Lowestoffe frigate. Captain Edmund Dod, employed on 
Channel service ^. During the Spanish armament, be served 
under the first Lord Gardner^ then commanding the Courageux 

74. 

At the commencement of 17^1^ ^i** Swaine was removed 
to the Discovery, Captain George Vancouver, a vessel then 
about to sail for Nootka Sound, in order to obtain formal 
aestitution of the territories recently seized by the Spaniards *, 
and afterwards to explore the N. W. coast of America f. 
During this very interesting, but tedious and perilous voyage, 
he was instrumental in saving the lives of Captain Vancouver, 
lieutenant Peter Puget, a midshipman, and a boat's crew, 
when treacherously attacked by a party of Indians ; on which 
occasion several of the English were severely wounded, and 
tiie whole would doubtless have been sacrificed,, had not the 
boat he commanded opportunely arrived to their assistance. 
The following is the account given by one of Vancouver's 
companions X '• 

. ''.We f^enerally landed at some sequestered spot to cook our dinner > 
and upon one occasion, we were certainly in the most imminent danger of 
being murdered. Our boat was in the mouth of the river^* (named after 
Sir A. Mackenzie) ; " we had been employed in taking soundings ; and 
the other boat, which had been in company during the morning, had 
separated to survey a small bay, at a little distance. A point of laud lay 
between us, and we thought it might take them a considerable time to 
rejoin ; we, therefore, determined to land, and dine at a spot which seemed 
sheltered, and free from any savages. On nearing it, a few were discovered ; 
but> from them, Vancouver thought there was nothing to fear. We ac- 



* Captain (afterwards Rear-Admiral) Dod died at Exeter, Dec. 18^ 
1815, aged 81 years. 

+ See Vol. II, Part I, p, 200 et seg. N. B. Mr. Swwne had joined the 
Discovery previous to the altercation between the courts of London and 
Madrid, but left her again in consequence of the expected Spanish war. 

t The late Captam John Stewart, who diAd Oct. 26, 1811. See Nw. 
Chron. Vol. xxviii, pp. 1—47, 
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cordingly neared the shore, and landed, when other savaget were obienred 
to make thieir appearance from behind a small eminence, that had hitherto 
concealed them. On their approach, we perceived that many of them had 
put on their war-dress, and armed themselves with spears, bows, and war- 
clubs. By this time our boat had got into shoal water, and was close to 
the beach, within reach of their arrows. Vancouver began to talk of 
retreating, yet did not like to shew any symptom of fear ; he onlered the 
arm-chest to be opened, and that every man should prepare to defend 
l^imself. The moment the savages saw us arming, they rushed towards 
the boat, and, plunging into the sea, got under our oars, so that they could 
not be used ; others laid hold of the boat, and endeavoured to haul her on 
shore. Vancouver in vain endearoured to hold a parley with them, and to 
explain that no harm was intended : they every minute became more inso- 
lent and audacious, and I saw clearly that they intended mischief. 

"My station was in the stem-sheets, where providentially lay a pair of 
large horse-pistols I took one of them, and a midshipman, who stood by 
me, seized the other. We had scarcely done this, when two tall, strong; 
horrid-looking savages, rushed into the water, within a few feet of us, 
each armed with a long spear, and their faces painted with all sorts of 
eoloors. -The savage who was opposed to me threw himself back a little, 
elevated his spear, and seemed in the yery act of hurling it through mj 
body, when suddenly his eye caught mine, and he observed that the muzsle 
of my pistol was directed to his breast. He, instantly, was horror-strudc^ 
and remained fixed in his terrific attitude : aware of the efficacy of fire-arms, 
he dreaded instant death, if he made his intended throw at me. At tlus 
critical period, when Vancouver had already been knocked down by a vvar- 
club, and several of the boat's crew severely wounded with spears, our 
shipmates hove in sight t Thoy immediately saw what was going on, and 
fired upon the savages, who then retired in consternation. With the assist- 
ance of our deliverers, ,we pushed into deep water and rowed off. One 
of our men was speared through the thigh, with such force as to be 
pinioned to the side of the boat.*' 

At the time this affray took place, Mr. Swaine was accom- 
panied by the present Captain John Sykes, a circumstance 
which we inadvertently omitted to notice in our memoir of 
that ofi&cer. Mr. Archibald Menzies, the botanist^ also was 
in the boat with him at that critical period. 
. On his return to England, in Sept. 1795, Mr. Swaine, who 
had had an acting order ever since 1792, received a Lieute- 
nant's commission ; and at the close of the same year he was ap- 
pointed ta the Spitfire sloop, in which vessel he served under 
Captains Amherst Morris, and Michael Seymour *, on the 

• See VoL U, Pwt I, p. ?96. 
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North Sea and Channel stations^ until 1801. His next ap* 
pointment was to be first of the Princess Charlotte frigate. 
Captain the Hon. Francis F. Gardner, with whom he continu- 
ed during the remainder of the war. 

Lieutenant Swaine was advanced to the rank of Comman- 
der, April 29, 1802 ; and appointed to the Raven sloop, 
about July following. In her he carried despatches to Tan- 
giers, Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, and Valette ; at which latter 
place he was taken under the orders of Sir Richard Bickerton, 
who then commanded on the Mediterranean station. In Oct. 
1803, he led Lord Nelson's fleet through the Straits of Boni- 
faccio to Agincourt Sound, an anchorage amongst the Made- 
lena islands, north of Sardinia, which was the first time that a 
three-decker ever attempted that intricate navigation *. For 
this service. Captain Swaine had the honor of being highly 
complimented by our immortal hero. 

In the night of Jan. 6, 1804, the Raven was set on shore 
near Mazara, in Sicily, by an unusual current, and totally 
wrecked, notwithstanding every exertion to save her. The 
whole of the officers and crew, however, were happily pre- 
served by a merchant vessel then in company. Captain 
Swaine was not only acquitted of all blame on account of 
this disaster, but commended by the court-martial for his 
conduct on the unfortunate occasion. 

We subsequently find Captain Swaine commanding the 
Helicon and Philomel, sloops ; the former employed on the 
Downs station, the latter conveying some military officers to 
Oporto, a Spanish grandee to Cadiz, and despatches to the 
Mediterranean. His post commission, appointing him to the 
Hind of 28 guns, bears date May 17, 1810. 

In Aug. 1811, the subject of this memoir received an ap- 
pointment to the Talbot 20, on the Irish station, where he 
narrowly escaped sharing the fate of the Saldanha frigate, 
having parted company with her but a short time before she 
was driven on a sunken rock at the entrance of Lough Swilly^ 
by which melancholy accident, the Hon. Captain Pakenham 

• See Vol. II, Part I, p. 143. 
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(brother to the Earl of Longford), and nearly the whole of his 
officers and crew perished, Dec. 4, 1811. 

The Talbot was afterwards successively employed in afford- 
ing protection to the Newfoundland and West India trade ; and 
Captain Swaine continued to command her until April 28^ 
1814 ; on which day he was appointed to the Statira frigate, 
vacant by the death of Captain Hassard Stackpoole, who had 
fallen in a duel with Lieutenant Thomas Walbeoff Cecil, of 
the Argo 44 *. 

In that ship. Captain Swaine returned home from Jamuca^ 
and subsequently conveyed Sir £dward Pakenham and Ma- 
jor-General Gibbs, with a number of other military officers, 
to New Orleans f. We afterwards find him proceeding to 
St. Mary's and Bermuda. Returning from the latter place 
to join Sir Alexander Cochrane, at Isle Dauphine^ he again 
had the misfortune to be shipwrecked. 

On the 26th Feb. 1815, at 10 A. M., being then off Cuba, 
the Statira struck upon a rock which was not laid down in 
the Admiralty charts, nor in any others that her commander 
had ever seen. All his endeavours to save her proved ineffec- 
tual^ and she went down in about half an hour after the offi- 
cers and crew were removed into a transport under her con- 
voy. It is almost needless to add, that Captain Swaine was 
fuHy acquitted, when tried for the loss of his ship ; it being 
proved that the existence of such a rock was totally un- 
known. He returned to England as passenger on board the 
Asia 74. 

Captain Swjdne married, m 1806, the eldest daughter of the 
late Rev. Charles Le Grice, of Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk ; 
by which lady he has a son and three daughters. 

jlgents. — Messrs. Stilwell. 



• Lieutenant Cecil, third son of the late William Cecil, of Duffryn, co. 
Monmoutb, Esq. was shortly afterwards promoted into the Eiectra sloop, 
bat died of the yellow fever, at Port Royri, Oct. 24, 1814. Some ac- 
count of Ids family and services will be found in the Nad. Chron. Vol, 
zx»i, p. 478. 

t See Vol. I, Part 11, note at pp. 637—639. 
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FRANCIS BEAUFORT, Esq. 

Fellow of the Royal Society ; Vice President of the Astronomical Society, 

This olSlcer is a son of the late venerable Dr. Daniel Au- 
gustus Beaufort, Rector of Navan, co. Meath^ and Vicar of 
CoUon, CO. Louth, whose name " is well known to the 
British^public as the author of our best map of Ireland, and 
most valuable memoir on the Topography, and Civil and 
.Ecclesiastical State of that country; an excellent clerjgyman, 
of a liberal spirit and conciliating manners, and a man of 
taste and literature */' 

^^ Dr. Beaufort, in his latter years, rebuilt the churches ia 
both his parishes, which edifices remain monuments of his 
zeal and of his architectural taste. The church of CoUon is 
built on the model of King's College, Cambridge,. It sur- 
prises and delights the English traveller, andmayweU gratify^ 
as it does, the national pride oi the sister country. Dr. 
Beikufort was one of those who first proposed the Royal 
Irish Academy, and actively assisted in the formation, and in 
the regulatioa of that institution, of which he was one of the 
earliest members. To the establishment and improvement 
of the Sunday Schools in Dublin he contributed essentially 
by his personal exertions and constant attendance ; and he 
was one of the original founders of the admirable ^'Association 
for the encouragement of Virtue.^' He possessed an extraordi- 
nary variety of information, which was never suffered to be 
idle, nor pi^oduced for parade : it was. circulated in the most 
liberal and agreeable manner by his conversation, and ever 
ready and ever useful to his friends and country on all public 
or private occasions* During the course of bis long life he 
did littie for himself, much for others ; nothing for money^ 
scarcely any thing for fame; much for hia country, more 
for virtue and religion. Many have said, and niore have f^ 

• See '' Memoirs of Richard Lovell Edgeworth* Esq/' M>P« for St. 
John's Town, co, Longford (who nuurried Dr. Beauforf s daiigktv]i Vol* IL 
p, 193. 
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that they never spent an hour in !Dr. Beaufort's company 
without leaving it wiser and better^ more disposed to do 
their duty to God and to their neighbour. In disturbed'tipies^ 
and in a country where political and religious dissensions 
have unhappily prevailed^ he was eminently serviceable^ 
combining^ as he did, judicious loyalty with the virtues of 
a Christian^ of a Protestant clergyman, and the talents and 
manners of an accomplished gentleman. Dr. Beaufort's 
peculiarly conciliating politeness increased the power and 
effect of his benevolence, not only upon the highest, but upon 
the lowest class of his friends, acquaintance, and parishioners. 
He lived to be an example of uncommon intellectual vigour 
in advanced age. When he was nearly 83, in the last year 
of his life, he was occupied in preparing, from a large mass 
of materials^ an improved edition of the memoir accom- 
panying his map. His sight was so acute, that he could at 
that age superintend the most delicate revisions of the map. 
His grateful parishioners propose to erect a monument to his 
memory. The general and deep regret felt for his loss does 
honor to virtue, and to the generous character of the Irish 
people.** Dr. Beaufort died at Collon, in the year 1821 . 

Mr. Francis Beaufort entered the navy during the Spanish 
armament, in 17^0, as a midshipman on board the Latbna 3^^ 
Captain Albemarle Bertie; and we subsequently find him 
serving under the Hon. Robert Stopford, in the Aquilon 32 ; 
which latter frigate was one of Lord Howe's repeaters; on the 
memorable first of June, 1794 *. 

In the autumn of the same year, he removed with Captain 
Stopford to the Ph&eton 38, which ship formed part of the 
squadrcMi under Vice-Admiral Cornwallis when that officer 
made hiis celebrated retreat from a powerful French fleet, June 
]7> 1795 f. Mr. Beaufort subsequently assisted at the cap- 
ture of la Flore^ a 36-gun frigate ; la Daphile, mounting 30 
guns 9 la Bonne Citoyenne, corvette; nine privateers^ two 
other armed vessels^ and many merchantmen; likewise at the 



• See Vol. I. p. 75 et seq. 
t Sec Id. note at p. 354 et teg. 
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destruction of TEchoue 28 *. His promotion to the rAnk of 
Lieutenant took place about May 1/96 ; and he appears to 
have continued in the Phaeton, under Captain Stopford and 
the present Sir James NicoU Morris, until he was made a 
Commander, at the close of 1800. The manner in which he 
obtained that step will be seen by the following official letter: 

" Phaeton, off Malaga, Oct, 28, 1800. 
*' My Lord,— I have the honor to acquaint your lordship, that ott 
the 25th instant, H. M. ship under my command chased a polacre, which 
showed Spanish colours, ensign and pendant, to an anchor under the 
fortress of Frangerola, where a French privateer hrig also took refuge* 
As the wind was on the shore, and they were close into the surf, and directly 
under a battery of five heavy guns, there was no prospect of bringing them 
off then. The following night, the brig escaped to the westward, and the 
ship made two attempts for Malaga, but was drivem back. Last night, the 
land breeze appearing favourable, I sent the boats under the command. of 
Lieutenant Francw Beaufort" (first of the Phaeton) '* who, at five o'clock 
this morning, in opposition to a very obstinate resistance on first boarding, 
at the hatchways, with musketry, and on reaching the quarter-deck, with 
sabres, got possession, and brought her out; she proves to be his Most 
Catholic Majesty's armed ship the San Josef, alias I'Aglies,. mounting 
two 24-pounder8, iron ordnance, in the bow ; two brass eighteen^ for stenw 
chasers ; four brass twelves, and six 4-pounder8 ; most completely found 
in small arms of all kinds \ commanded by an auxiliary officer of the navy ; 
manned by 49 seamen (of whom 15 were absent in her boat), and 22 
soldiers as marines ; employed as a packet, and carrying provisions be- 
tween Malaga and Velilla. From the force of the ship, her state of pre- 
fmration, and situation with respect to the fort, also the unfortunate 
-circumstance of the launch (from whose carronade much was ex- 
pected in the plan for the attack), having not been able to keep up with 
the other boats, and being distant when they were discovered and fired on 
by a French privateer schooner, that had come in unseen by us in the 
night, and was so placed as to flank the ship, and give the alarm ; on which 
the barge and two cutters immediately pulled to the ship and boarded. I 
mm convinced more determined bravery could not have been displaced than 
has been showed by Lieutenants Beaufort and Huish, Lieutenant Duncan 
Campbell, of the marines, Messrs. Hamilton and Staunton, midshipmen, 
Mr. Deagon the gunner, and the boats' crews employed upon this service. 
It is with extreme concern I add, that one seaman was killed on coming 
alongside, and that their very gallant leader, tn whom I have ever found « 
4no8t capable and zealous assistant, was first wounded in the head, and af- 



♦ See Vol. L p. 354, et seq. 
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terwards received several sluf^s through his left arm and body. Lieutenant 
Campbell received several slight sabre woundd, and Mr. Augustus Bar- 
ringtoo Hamilton was shot, while in the boat, through the thigh, notwith- 
standing which he boarded, and his conduct is highly spoken of ; John 
Wells, a seaman, was also shot through the thigh. The loss of the enemy 
appears to have been 13 wounded, 6 badly; and some are supposed ta 
have been wounded and driven overboard. 

" I give your lordship the detail of this service, feeling it incumbent oa 
me to do justice to the parties employed upon it, and humbly hoping that 
Mr. Beaufort's conduct and wounds will entitle him to the protection given 
in the present war to officers of distinguished merit. I regret exceedingly 
that Mr. Hamilton wants some considerable part of his servitude, as he h 
of age, and, in all other respects, well qualified for a Lieutenant * * * *, 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) ''Jambs N- Morris.^* 

*' To rtce-Admiral Lord Keith, K. Br 

The commander- in- chiefs when transmitting the above 
letter to the Admiralty^ reported to their lordships that the 
San Josef had been captured '^ under circumstances very highly 
creditable to Lieutenant Beaufort ;'* and added^ '^ [ antici" 
pate with satisfaction^ the approbation with which 1 am sure 
their Lordships will regard the gallantry that has been 
evinced in the execution of the enterprise'* 

In Nov. 1801, a paltry pension of 45/. 12*. 6cf. per annum 
was granted to Captain Beaufort, in consideration of his 
severe sufferings. The following mention of him is made by 
Mr. Edgeworth's daughter at p. 297 ct seq. of the volume 
quoted at the commencement of this memoir : — 

'' When Lord Hardwicke was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, govemment 
at length desired the establishrnent of a telegraph in this country^ and my 
father was employed to form a line of communication from Dublin tu 
Galway. Captain Beaufort of the navy, (his friend and brother-in-law) 
not being at that time in active service, engaged to assist in this under- 
taking, both from private friendship, and from a belief, that it would be 
beneficial to the country. He would not accept of any pecuniary remu- 
neration,, and devoted to this object two years of his life in unremitting 
zealous exertion, 

" A line of telegraphs from Dublin to Galway was completed, tempo- 
rary guard-houses were built at the requisite stations, and a telegraphic 
corps was formed from those of my father's yeomanry corps, and others 
of hi| tenantry, whom he had judged fit for the purpose. They had some 
sudditional pay, and their expences of living at different stations were dc-. 
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frayed by government. They conducted themielves infariably well, dar- 
ing the whole time they were employed, and shewed all the steadiness and 
intelligence that could be desired. Telegraphic messages and answers 
from Dublin to Galway were transmitted in the course of eight minutes, 
in a public experiment for the Ijord Lieutenant ; and his Excellency's ap- 
probation was graciously expressed. Every one seemed perfectly coo^ 
vinced of the utility, and satisfied of the efficiency and success of the 
establishment. The Tel^raphs being portable, they could be erected or 
taken down in a few minutes, and the whole liue might thus be removed 
into any direction that the will of the commander-in-chief, or the exigency 
of the moment, should require. Two men could, with ease, carry the 
whole paraphernalia of each station upon their shoulders. 

• ••••« The alarm of invasion gradually subsided, and the tele- 
graphs were consigned to the care of the ordinary military established in 
the country. My father and his friend being diplomatically thanked for 
their exertions, the latter returned to the more active pursuits of his pro- 
fession." 

This was in the summer of 1805, at which period Captain 
Beaufort received a commission appointing him to the Wool- 
wich 44, armed en flute, and then fitting for the conveyance 
of stores to our arsenals abroad. In that ship we find himi 
proceeding first to the East Indies, and then to Rio dOila 
Plata ; of which river he made a very accurate survey, dur- 
ing the campaign of 1807* He was afterwards sent to the 
Cape of Good Hope, and lastly to the Mediterranean. 

Captain Beaufort's next appointment appears to have been^ 
about June 1808, to the Blossom sloop, in which vessel he 
was employed on the north coast of Spain, at Quebec^ 
and in affording protection to various fleets of merchant- 
men, until his promotion to post rank, May 30, 1810; At 
this period he was appointed to the Frederikssteen frigate ; 
but previous to his joining that ship he escorted the out- 
ward bound trade to Portugal, Cadiz, and Gibraltar; ac* 
companied two Spanish line-of-battle ships from the latter 
place to Minorca ; and acted for some time as Captain of the 
Ville de Paris, a first rate, employed oflF Toulon. An highly 
interesting account of the manner in which the Frederiks- 
steen was employed during the years 1811 and 1812, will be 
found in an elegantly written volume, entitled ^^ Kabamania,'' 
containing ** A brief description of the south coast of Asia* 
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Minor y and of the remains of. antiquity;*' with20plan89 
views, &oi, published by Captain Beaufort, in 1817. The fol- 
lowing extracts will shew the nature of the service which he 
had been selected to perform, as also the style of his work :-— 

** The name of Karamania is commoDly applied, by Europeans, to that 
mountainous tract of country which forms the southern shore of Asia* 
MiNOft ; but, however couYenient such a general appellation may be, as a 
geograplueal distinction, it is neither used by the present inhabitants, nor 
is it recognized at the seat of government. A kingdom of that name, or 
rather Karaman-ily, did indeed once exist ; it comprised the ancient 
provmces of Lycia, Pamphylia, and the two Cilicias, with parts of 
Caria and Phrygia ; and was so called from Karaman, the chieftain by 
whom.it was founded. But, after various struggles with the growing pow- 
«r of the Turks during the course of two centuries, it was finally sub- 
verted by Bajazet the Second ; and the inland town of Karaman afifords, at 
this day, the only remaining vestige of the name. 

*' The names and boundaries of the ancient provinces above-mentioned 
are also entirely obliterated ^ and the limits, even of the present states, 
cannot be ascertained with any precision. Sheltered from all efieetual con^ 
trol of the Porte by the great barrier of Mount Taurus, the half-indepen« 
dent and turbulent Pashas, amongst whom they are parcelled, are engaged 
In e^nstant petty hostilities with each other, so that their respective fiPOB- 
tiers change with the issue of every skirmish. 

'' Groaning under that worst kind of despotism, this unfortunate coun- 
try has been a continued scene of anarchy, rapine, and contention \ her 
former cities are deserted,-<-her fertile valleys un tilled,— and her liven 
aad harbours idle. Perhaps nothing can present a more striking picture 
#f the penraifing sloth and misery, than the hardly credible fact, that, 
on this extensive line of coast, which stretches along a sea abounding in 
fish, the inhabitants do not possess a single boat. 

*' The allurements to visit a country in such a state of civil degradation 
are certainly small, when contrasted with the risk of venturing among those 
jealotKS ttifd discordant tribes. Nevertheless, it does appear somewhat 
strange, that, while the modem spirit of discovery had expl(Hred the moat 
cenoie cxtrenuties of the globe, and while the political convulsions of Eu- 
rope had forced the enterprising traveller into other continents, this portion 
of the Mediterranean shores should have remained undescribed, and almost 
unknown. For, beside its tempting proximity to the borders of Europe^ 
and its easiness of access, this once flourishing region seems to possess 
eminent cfaisas to attention : — it was colonized by that redundant popula- 
tion of antient Greece, which had gradually spread over the rest of Asia« 
Minor, and which had every where introduced the same splencKd concep- 
tions, the same superiority in the arts, that had immortalized the parent 
country :-*it was once the seat of learning and riches, and the theatre of 
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some of Ihe most celebrated events that history mifolds : — it was sigiud- 
ized by the exploits of Cyrus and Alexander ; and was dignified by the 
birth and the labours of the illustrious apostle of the Gentiles. 

** At a few of the western ports, it is true, some recent travellers had 
touched in their voyage to Egypt ; Le Brun also landed at Adalia *, onhii 
way to the interior ; and as the road from Constantinople to Syria crosses 
the eastern extremity, some casual notices were to be found of the prin* 
cipal places in that quarter ; but of the remainder of this great range of 
country, the only accounts extant were those of the aqtient geographers ; 
and of the coast, there were no charts whatever by which the mariner 
could steer." 

This serious chasm in geography determined the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty^ when Mr. Yorke presided at 
the board, to employ a firigate on a survey of ihe coast ; and 
H. M. S. Frederikssteen, of 32 guns^ being then stationed in 
the Archipelago, was selected for that service. 

'* To settle the hydrography and to ascertain the naval resources, was 
the mun design of the expedition ; and the multiplied labours attendant on 
a survey of such magnitude, added to an excusable impatience for the final 
accomplishment of the task, in order to resume the more natural pursmta 
of a cruising frigate, allowed but little time for indulging in the examina- 
tion of other objects. Yet the venerable remains of former opulence and 
grandeur, which every where forced themselves into notice, were too nu^ 
merous and too interesting not to have found some admission among the 
more strictly professional remarks ; and indeed they were often necessarily 
combined with the operations of the survey f." 

From such materials^ Captain Beaufort compiled his valua- 
ble work, in the hqpe of exciting further inquiry. What 
facts could be collected he has faithfully and skilfully report- 
ed : they throw much light on ancient history, and add 
greatly to modem science. We have no doubt, that in more 
settled times than the present, they will rouse other English- 
men of talent and research to visit those interesting Turkish 
provinces ; and we cannot but hope that the growing ener- 
gy, which must one day free this hitherto neglected country 



• The ancieni Olbia, stated by Strabo to have been the firtt town of 
Pamphylia, and described by him as a great fortress. See Beaufort's Kara- 
mania, 2d edit. p. Id/. 

+ Karamania, preface, i — ^ix. 
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from political slavery, will also emancipate it from its moral 

efiects. 

On his arrival in the Archipelago, Captun Beaufort found 
that a regularly organized system of absolute and general 
piracy existed in the district of Maina, the southern province 
of the Morea. The number of their vessels, or armed row- 
boats, fluctuated between 20 and 30 ; they lurked behind the 
different head-lands and innumerable rocks of the Archipel- 
ago. All flags were equally their prey, and the life or death 
of the captured crew was merely a question of convenience. 
A Turkish prize was the only exception to this rule ; for, as 
they expected no mercy if taken by the Turks, they rarely 
gave them quarter. The following instance of their barbarity 
is related by Captain Beaufort : 

** We foand one of these pirates concealed in a small creek of Hermo- 
nissi, a barren Island to the westward of Stampalia : as our boats approach- 
ed, they fired into them from the cliffs, and rolled down large stones 
which wounded two of our men. We destroyed the vessel, and compelled 
most of the crew to submit : the rest retreated to the craggy heights, and 
we made sail in quest of their comrade, who we learned was skulking 
among the neighbouring islands ; but the darkness of the night, and the 
warning fires from the top of the island, enabled lum to escape. On 
returning to Hermonissi, we found that a couple of nights' starvation had 
rendered the remaining rogues more tractable, for they eagerly came down 
to the boat and surrendered themselves. Nothing could be more contempt- 
ible than the appearance of this vessel ; yet she rowed fistst, possessed a 
swivel and twenty muskets, and with the forty ferocious lookhig villsuns 
who manned her, might have carried the largest merchant ship in the 
Mediterranean. Nay, two of these vessels had lately secured themselves 
nnder a rock, and had actually frustrated the repeated attacks of a 
Turkish frigate. Having occasion to anchor at Stampalia, the Primati, 
or magistrates, came off* to express their gratitude for our having delivered 
them from one at least of that fraternity which had so often laid their 
island under contribution ; and they pointed out a rock near the ship, 
where, three days before, two Mainot pirates had adjourned to divide the 
plunder of a Turkish boat ; whose crew, consisting of five men, they 
had massacred there, sparing only one passenger ; and him they had de- 
prived of an ear. The truth of this story was confirmed by the poor 
fellow himself, who afterwards came on board to have his wound dressed ; 
and an officer, who was despatched to the rock, reported that the five 
bodies were still lying there, a prey to innumerable birds \*[ 

* Karamama, p. 228. 
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Having obtained the necessary passport from die Turkish 
governmenty Captain Beaufort sailed from Smyrna^ in July^ 
181 15 and shortly after reached the coast of Karamania. His 
operations began at Yedy-Boo-roon, or the Seven- Capes, a 
knot of high and rugged mountains, which appears to have 
been the ancient Mount Cragus of Lycia, the abode of the 
£Eibulous Chimsera *• From thence he proceeded along the 
coast until he arrived off Cape Avova, in the Gtdph of 
Adalia f, where he met with an adventure which afforded 
him a very happy opportunity of displapog great prudence 

and humanity. He thus describes it : — 

^* While tranquilly employed there, surveying, wooding, and watering, 
we were astonished by the report of some heavy guns. No ships were in 
sight, there was no appearance of forts or castles on this almost unin- 
habited coast, and we began to think that the angel of Takhtalu was 
antidpatinghis autumnal summons x*'^ 

" A small vessel, which soon after anchored in a neighbouring creek, put 
an end to our conjectures. She brought intelligence that the city of 
Adalia had been lately surprised by a rival Bey, and that the firing which 
had been heard was occasioned by an attempt of the former govemor to 
retake it. 

** An approaching occultation of a star, and a lunar eclipse, were 
shortly to take place ; and the island of Ra^hat, which is but a few miles 
from Adalia, seemed to be a desirable place for our little observatory. 
It would have been satisfactory to have obttdned these observations near 
the principal city of the whole coast, but it was of more importance to our 
pursuits to avoid being entangled in the feuds of those turbulent chief- 
tains. This news, therefore, determined me to remain where we then 
were, off Cape Avova. The distance of Adalia, from thence, is eighteen 
miles ; and though we had distinctly heard the guns, we flattered ourselves 
that we might continue there, unperceived and undisturbed. 

•/(f. p. 1. f Pamphylium Mare. 

I Takhtalu is the ancient Mount Solyma, from whence, according to 
Strabo, the wrathful Neptune descries Ulysses approaching Phaeacia. See 
Odys. E. V. 282. Its bald summit rises in an insulated peak 7,800 feet 
above the sea. The Agha of Deliktash (the ancient Olympus, or Olynpot) 
assured Captain Beaufort, that every autumn a mighty groan is heard to 
issue from the summit of the mountain, louder than the report of any can- 
non, but unaccompanied by fire or smoke. He professed his ignorance of 
the cause 5 but on being pressed for his opinion, he gravely replied, that he 
believed it was an annual summons to the Elect to make the best of 
theh: way to Paradise. See Karamania, p. 68, and note at ditto $ also pp. 
46 and 58. 
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" Bnt ?ain were our hopes. The city wai reeaptnred by the former 
Pasha, and the unguccetifiil party were flying in all directiona. The foL- 
lowing day, a lar|2;e body of them came down to the beach abreast the 
ship, and begged of our watering party to protect them from the fury 
of their pursuers. This was of course refused : we had no right to in- 
terfere in their disputes ; and I determined neither to involve his Ma- 
jesty's flag, nor to expose our operations to interruption or fulure» 
through the resentment of a Pasha, whose government extends along so 
laige a portion of the coast. Exhausted, however, as the fugitives were 
by liEitigue, hunger, and wounds, I could not resist their importunity for 
a little bread, and for surgical assistance. But the refreshments that we 
sent were accompanied with adiace, to escape while there was yet time, 
into the woods, where cavalry could not pursue them ; and in that case, 
with an ofl^r of sufficient bread to carry them out of the province. They 
replied, that to escape would be impossible ; there were no roads open to 
their retreat ; a price was set upon their heads ; the vFant of success had 
now rendered all the inferior Aghas hostile ; and that their religion taught 
them to rely upon God for their deliverance, or to submit without re- 
pining to their fate. 

*' Some hours after, a large suling launch was seen drifting out to sea, 
without any person on board : our boats towed her alongside, and as the 
horse-patroles of the victorious party were already descending into the 
plain, I proposed to these poor wretches to victual that vessel, to repair 
the oars and sails, and to embark them in her, ready for the land-breeze 
at night. 

'' This also they declined— none of them were seamen ; they knew not 
how or where to steer; and if their hour was come, they preferred dying 
like men, with arms in their hands on shore, to behig murdered by the 
cannon of the Pasha's cruisers, by whom they must ultimately be over- 
taken. 

*' TlungB remained in tins state till the next morning, when one of the 
Ptoha's armed ships was seen rounding the cape ; and the party of cavalry, 
wluch had, till then, been checked by the appearance of our fiigate^ how 
crossed the river, and surrounding at some distance that part of the beach 
which was occupied by the fugitives, seemed only to wait the approach 
of the above vessel to close upon their victims. Tins was the crisis of 
thdr fate. That fate depended upon me. Cold and calculating prudence 
forbade me to interfere ; but, I could not stand by, and see them butchered 
in cold blood I 

" My decision once made, there was not a moment to be lost. Our 
boats were despatched, and in a few minutes I had the satisfaction of 
lescofaig sixty fellow-creatures from immediate slaughter *.''. 



• Karamania, pp. 70— 75, 
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The premature conclusion of Captain Beaufort's scientific 
operations, in 1812, is satisfactorily accounted for at p. 301 
et seq, of his narrative. 

*' Arrived within a few leagues of the confines of Syria, we were now enter- 
ing on a part of the coast which surpassed in interest all that we had already 
explored. In the celebrated pluns of Issus, Alexander and Severus had 
each decided the empire of the world ; and to have been able to elucidate 
the various accounts of those victories by an accurate survey of the field 
of battle, would have been highly gratifying. The altars erected by the 
conqueror of Darius might probably have eluded our search ; but the 
course of the Pinarus, and the disposition of the country, must have been 
still obvious. Nor would it have been a less important service to histo- 
rical geography, could we have determined the position of Myriandrus, 
^nd the contested situation of the famous Pylse Amanicse, where the 
Persians and Macedonians had unknowmgly passed each other. But all 
these flattering hopes were disappointed. 

** On the 20th June, while embarking the instruments from a little cove 
to the westward of Ajras, we perceived a number of armed Turks advanc- 
ing towards the boat. Turks always carry arms ; and there was no reason 
to suppose that this party had any other object than curiosity, for several 
of the officers were at that time dispersed in the neighbourhood, and ac- 
companied by the villagers $ some of whom, about an hour before, had 
shewn the most good humoured assiduity in pointing out to roe the in- 
scriptions on the tower and other places : neither had their conduct to the 
watering boats, the preceding evening, led to any kind of distrust. 

*' As they approached, however, an old dervish was observed harangu- 
ing them ; and his frantic gestures, with their reiterated shouts of * Be- 
gone,' * Infidel,' and other offensive expressions, left the hostility of their 
intentions no longer doubtful. The interpreter was absent mth the offi- 
cers,- and all my little store of firiendly words and signs seemed to irritate, 
rather than to appease them. To quit the place seemed, therefore, thtt 
most probable means of preventing a fray ; and as the boat was ready^ 
we quietly shoved off. The mob now rushed forward ; their voices assum- 
ed a shriller tone ; and spurred on by the old fanatic, they began to level 
their muskets : the boat was not yet clear of the cove ; and if they had 
succeeded in reaching the outer points, our retreat would have been cut off. 
It was, therefore, full time to check their progress, and the unexpected 
sight of roy fowling-piece had for a moment that effect; but as they again 
endeavoured to close, I fired over their heads. That expedient saved us. 
They immediately halted ; most of them fell on the ground ; the dastardly 
Dervish ran away ; and we had gained sufficient time to get the boat's head 
round, and almost disentangled from the rocks, when one ruffian, more 
resolute than the rest, sprang forward to a rock on the shore, which cover- 
ing his person allowed him to take deliberate aim. His ball entered near 
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my groia, and taking an oblique course broke the trochanter of the hip 
joint. Had his example been followed, all the boat's crew must have 
been destroyed : but fortunately, they had been so intimidated by my fire» 
that we were beyond the reach of theirs, by the time they rose from the 
ground. The pinnace was luckily within signal distance ; she was called 
down, and before I feinted from the loss of blood, I had the satisfaction of 
sending her round to rescue the scattered officers, and to protect the small 
boat, which waited for them to the eastward of the castle. Before the 
pinnace, however, could reach that place, Mr. Olphert, a remarkably fine 
young man, who was midshipman of the former boat, had fallen a sacrifice 
to the same party of assassins." 

P. 308. — ^' The wound I had received was dangerous in 
the extreme^ and the sultry climate of the Levant was highly 
unfavorable. My constitution had already suffered from 
many former wounds ; and for some time there appeared but 
little hope of its weathering the present struggle : but as« 
sisted by the skill of the surgeon. Dr. Hugh Stewart, of whose 
unwearied attention I shall always preserve the most grateful 
remembrance, it ultimately triumphed ; though not till 
after many months of tedious confinement and painful ex- 
foliation. 

'' While at ^alta, however, it was still uncertain. At all events there 
was no probability of my being able to resume the thread of the survey, 
which had been so imtowardly broken ; and the ship being also in a bad 
state, we were ordered to proceed with a convoy to England, where we 
arrived before the close of the year." 

After the Frederikssteen's return home. Captain Beaufort 
was fully occupied for several years in laying down the re- 
sult of his labours on the coast of Asia-Minor, and in con- 
structing a set of charts, which have since been engraved, for 
the use of the British navy. From the weighty responsibility 
attached to such a work, he considered it necessary that the 
whole should be executed by his own hand ; and we have 
reason to believe, although he has never favored us with any 
communication on the subject, that previous to his doing so, 
no maritime surveyor ever lodged at the Admiralty, MSS. so 
drawn and arranged as to be fit for immediately placing on 
the copper^ without first deriving aid either from the Hydro- 
grapher or some of his assistants. 
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There is another circumstance that we cannot avoid 
noticing^ previous to our closing this memoir. 

As all the materials of which ** Beaufort* s Karamania** 
was composed^ were acquired in his Majesty's service^ and 
in the execution of a. public duty, the able Author refused 
to accept of any remuneration from the publisher for the 
copyright of the MS., thereby setting an example calculated 
to excite future officers to that independent and disinterested 
feeling which should ever characterise the British Navy ! 

Captain Beaufort now enjoys a pension of 250Z, per an- 
num, for his numerous wounds. He married, Dec. 3, \9\2j 
Alicia Magdalena, eldest daughter of Lestock Wilson^ of 
Harley Street, London, Esq. 

Agent. — Sir F. M. Ommanney. 



BENJAMIN WALKEll, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant at the close of 1796 ; and promot- 
ed to the rank of Commander early in 1802. We subse- 
quently find him commanding the Rosamond, an 18 gun 
ship-sloop, on the North Sea and West India stations. In 
June^ 1806, he captured the Amstellan, Dutch privateer, of 
12 guns and GO men ; and oh the 18th Dec. 1809, le Papillon^ 
French national brig, of 16 guns and 110 men, including 30 
troops, with a quantity of flour on board, intended for the 
garrison of Guadaloupe. His post commission bears date 
June 15, 1810. 
^ Agent. — 



JOHN MAXWELL, Esq. 

Bbothbr to Captain Sir Murray Maxwell, C. B., whose 
services we already have recorded *. 

This officer was made a Lieutenant about May 1800 ; and 
advanced to the rank of Commander, Jan. 22, 1806. 

• See Vol IhJ^biMl^^W etsnf. 
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On the 16th July^ 180B, Captain John Maxwell, then cdm* 
manding the Royalist, a brig of the largest class, captured 
the Danish schooner privateer Aristides, of 6 guns and 41 men. 
At the time he fell in with this vessel she was engaging an 
£i^|]8h packet, which must have been taken had not the 
Royalist come to her assistance. Between May 1, 1809, and 
Feb. 24, 1810, he reported the capture of five French priva* 
teers,Tiz. — ^la Princease of 16 guns and 50 men; le Grand 
Napoleon, 18 guns, 75 men ; FHeureuse JSloile, 2 guns, 15 
men ; le Fran9oi8e, 14 guns, 60 men ; and the Prince Eu- 
gene, 14 guna, 55 men. His post commission bears date 
June 15, 1810. 

Captain Maxwell's next appointment was^ April 27, 1812^ 
to the Favorite of 20 guns, in wbidb ship he visited all the 
British settlements on the coast of Africa, destroyed several 
idare factories on the Rio Pongus, and captured four Portu- 
guese ships, which he found employed in that cruel traffic. 

After fbe peace with France, in 1814, Captain Maxwell 
was appointed to the Barrosa of 42 guna ; and in Feb. 182&, 
he received a cconmission for the Aurora 46, on board 
which £ngate he £ed, when about to proceed from Plymouth 
to Bcnmida and the West Indies, May 31, 1826. 



PHILIP BROWNE, Esq. 

The old and respectable family to which this officer he»> 
longs, have long been settled at Godmanstone, co. Dorset. 
His ancestor, Rear-Admiral Sir Robert Browne, Knt. was 
Captain of a ship attached to the squadron under Sir Williasti 
Monson, at the capture of a Spanish galleon-, in 1602 *• His 
ftither, Captain Philip Browne^ R. N, lost his life when &&^ 
fending Savannah, in 1779 1, and his two brothers also died 

• See Sehomherg's Naval Chronology, Vol. I, p. 34. 

t See Bof^al Nav. Biog. Vol. I, Part I, p. 65 et seg, N.B. On refbr- 

cing to the official report of General Prevost^ who commanded the British 

troofwat Savannah, we find it stated^— '' that owing to the zeal, vigilance, 

and exertion of Captain PhiHp Browne, of H. M. S. Ilo«e, first by sink- 
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in the service of their country,«-one a captain in the royal 
regiment of artillery, aid-de-camp to Lord Seaforth, and go^ 
vemor of fort Needham, Barbadoes ; the other a midshipman 
in the navy. 

Captain Philip Browne, senior, married the grand-daughter 
of Joanna, wife of Edmund Dalby, Esq. and daughter and co- 
heiress of the Hon. John Finch, a son of Heneage, the first 
Earl of Nottingham, whose eldest son, Daniel, succeeded' to 
that title, and also to the earldom of Winchelsea, both of 
which are at present enjoyed by his grandson. Heneage, 
next brother to the second Lord Nottingham, was created Eari 
of Aylesford, in 1714. The Dalby family (now extinct) were 
long seated at Brookhampton, in Warwickshire, and seised 
of the lordship of several manors in that county ; likewise 
of the manor of Hurst, co. Berks. Speaking of the male 
branches. Sir William Dugdale and other authorities agree, 
that in 1293, they were esquires, bearing ancient arms from 
their ancestors ; that they enjoyed the confidence of Edward 
in., Richard II., and Henry VI. ; were entrusted by those 
monarchs with the keeping of Guienne and Calais ; and. held 
special letters of protection from them for their services. 

Philip Brownb, Esq. whose services we are now about 
to record, was born Sept. 16, 177^ ; and he entered the navy 
as a midshipman on board the Colossus 74, Captain HughC. 
Christian, in May, 17B7* He afterwards served in the Race- 
hoi^e sloop, successively commanded by Captain David Stow, 
and Captain (now Sir Thomas) Foley. 

In May, J 789, Mr. Browne joined the Illustrious 7^> flag- 
ship of the Hon. John Leveson Gower ; and in Dec. fol« 
lowing the Minerva frigate. Captain Robert Manners Sutton^ 
with whom he proceeded to India. From June, 1790, until 
Dec. 1793, we find him serving under Commodore the Hon. 
William Comwallis, in the Crown and Minerva ; by which 

ing his ship on the bar of Tybee river, to prevent the enemy's fleet under 
the Count d' Estaing crossing it, to co-operate with the land forces (which 
he effectually did) ; and secondly, by mapning the batteries of the right 
wing of the place with his officers and crew, he principally compelled the 
enemy to nose the siege.** 
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officer he was^ at the latter period, promoted into the Bien 
Aim^ sloop, Captain (now Sir Richard) King. His subsequent 
appointments were, Mar. 1795, to the Nassau 64, Captain 
Herbert Sawyer; in 1798, to the Daphne 20, Captain Sir 
Charles Lindsay, Bart. ; Feb. 1800, to command the Chat- 
ham cartel ; and in the course of the same year, to the 
Ardent 64, Captain Thomas Bertie. . 

The Daphne formed part of the squadron under Captain 
John Lawford, at the capture of a Swedish convoy, in the 
summer of 1798*; and Lieutenant Browne acted as cap- 
tain) of that ship, for some time, after the death of Sir 
Charles Lindsay f. In the Chatham, he conveyed the Wal- 
loon guards, taken at Surinam, from that colony to Old 
Spain X' 

Early in 1801, Lieutenant Browne was appointed to the 
command of the Swan hired cutter, in which vessel h 
intercepted and seized several notorious smugglers. His 
next appointment was. May 1802, to the Vixen gun-brig ; 
and in her he made the following captures : — . 

" Eight smuggling vessels, one French privateer §, one merchant brig 
laden with sugar, one ditto with marble, one ditto with wine, and two 
Dutch ships with cargoes of colonial produce. He also recaptured a New- 
castle collier. 

For his activity while holding these two commands. Lieu- 
tenant Browne was promoted into the Charwell of 18 guns, 
Sept. 25, 1806 ; and we shortly afterwards find him com- 
manding the Plover sloop of war, in which ship he detained 

• See Vol. I, Part II, p. 497. 

t Sir Charles Lindsay was drowned off Demerara, March 6, 1799. He 
had dined on shore ; but though the night was dark and windy, could not 
be persuaded from going off to his ship in a small boat ; the Daphne then 
at least ten miles in the offing. The consequence was, the boat filled ; 
and the service lost a very fine young officer, together with several valuable 
men. 

X Surinam was surrendered without opposition to the naval and military 
forces under Lord Hugh Seymour and Lieutenant-General Trigge, Aug. 
20, 1799. 

$ Le Lyonnalse. 

SUPPL. PART II. H 



08 POST-CAPTAINS OF 1810. 

six homeward bound Danish West Indiamen, eleven other 
mercliant vessels laden with tvmber, wine, fruit, and salt, 
and one brig in ballast. He likewise captured a very valu-* 
able smuggling lugger, and no less than seven French pri- 
vateers ; viz. — 

L'Elize, 14 guns and 66 men; Jan. 1, 1807. 

Le Bohemienne, 2 guns, pierced for 8, and 28 men ; Oct. 30, 1807* 

L'Amiral Martin, 4 guns, pierced for 16, and 104 men ; Mar 22, 1809* 

L' Aurora, 16 guns and 69 men, Sept. 18, 1809. 

L'Plirondelle, 16 guns and 65 men; Oct. 22, 1809. 

Le Lezard, pierced for 14 guns, none mounted, 67 men ; Nov. 6. 1809., 

Le Saratu, 14 guns, pierced for 20, and 100 men; Jan. 10, 1810. 

The Plover also recaptured, at various periods, twelve sail 
of merchant vessels, laden with spirits, wine, fruit, sugar, 
tobacco, provisions, fish, oil, coals, and timber. She likewise 
assisted at the capture of la Josephine privateer^ mounting 4 
guns, with a complement of 35 men. 

Id March, 1809, Captain Browne joined Captain George 
M^Kinley, who was then most strenuously co-operating with 
the Spanish patriots under Don Pablo Murillo. On the 9th 
of that month, 84 French soldiers entered the town of 
Marin, in Vigo Bay, but a fire being opened on them from 
the Lively, Plover, and a gun-boat, they made a most pre- 
cipitate retreat : the commander of the marauding party, 
and a few cavalry, benefiting by their being mounted, left 
their companions, who, outrunning their officers, a Captain 
and a Lieutenant fell into the hands of the Spaniards, and 
were by them delivered to the British. 

During the operations against Flushing, in 1809, the 
Plover bore the broad pendant of Commodore Cockburn, 
who comtnanded the bombs and gun-vessels placed at the 
S. E. end of the town. The following is an extract of his 
official letter to Sir Richard I. Strachan, reporting the pro- 
ceedings of the advanced squadron : — 

" I beg also to be permitted to recommend to your notice and con- 
sideration, Captain Philip Browne, of this ship, to whom I feel under 
great obligation, for the assistance he has at all times afforded me, ami for 
the assiduity, skill, and propriety with which he has managed the various 
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detiils and arrangements of the flotilla, at the frequent periods of nj 
bdng* otherwise occupied, iu gun-vessels, on shore," &c. 

The total number of smuggling vessels seized by Captaia 
Browne, while commanding the Swan, Vixen, and Plover, 
was twenty ; and their joint cargoes yielded to the revenue 
a^fear profit of 47,214/, Us. lOrf. All the Danish vessels 
which he detained were condemned as droits of admiralty^ 
to the great benefit of government. No less than 795 French 
sailors were taken prisoners by him at different times, aotd 
Upwards of 200 British seamen rescued from captivity :*— 
adding to these services, the number of vessels saved from 
being captured through his eictraordinary vigilance, it cannot 
be denied that he had, by this time, proved himself a very 
Valuable servant of the crown : his promotion to post-rank,^ 
however, did not take place until June 19, 1810. 

In the following year. Captain Browne wa^ appointed 
pro tempore to the Dannemark 74, employed blockading 
Cberbourgh ; and shortly afterwards to tlie Hermes 20, in 
which «hip he captured an American laden with naval storea^ 
for the use of the Brest fleet; and two vessels from New. 
York and Baltimore, with tobacco, ivory, &c. He also made 
one recapture ; ran^ down la Mouche French privateer, 
mounting 14 guns, with 51 men on board, of whom 39 
perished * ; and assisted at the capture of the Sword Fish, 
American privateer, of 12 guns and 82 men f. 

In 1813, the Hermes escorted a fleet of merchantmen to 
South America, from whence she returned home, in March, 
1814. On the 30th of that month, a court-martial was 
assembled at Plymouth, for the trial of Captain Browne, on 
fieven distinct charges preferred against him by his first 
Lieutenant, Mr. Charles Letch, whom he had recently been 
obliged to bring before a similar tribunal for gross miscon- 
duct, of which the latter was fully convicted. 

Tliese seven charges were in no manner connected with 

♦ See Nav, Chron. v. 26, p. 347. 

t See RoyulNav. Biog. Vol. II. Part I. p. 282. 

H 2 
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each other ; tome of them embracing offencefi of no les^ 
criminal a dj^ than fraud on the goyernment, and false 
muster ; whilst others were of a description that^ even if 
proved, censure should have been the extent of punishment 
attached to them ; but^ though one was altogether aban* 
doned by the prosecutor, and most of the others disproved 
by his own witnesses, the court, by one sweeping clause, 
adjudged the whole to be in part proved, and sentenced 
Captain Browne to be dismissed from his Majesty's service } 
a proceeding which, whether with reference to its informality 
as connected with charges of a serious nature, or to it» 
^severity, stands ivithout a precedent on record. 

It requires very little acquaintance with naval, or any other 
species of law, to discover^ that such a sentence could not 
be legal : it would be absurd to comment on the hardship 
and injustice attendant upon a system which would at once 
confound all the varieties of offence, whether they were of a 
nature derogatory to the honor or moral character of the 
party, the result of a moment of irritation, or the conse- 
quence of a blameable warmth of temper* The following 
opinion, however^ of an eminent counsel, places the subject 
in so clear alight, that we think it ^cannot fail to be ac- 
ceptable to our readers : — 

'* The proceedings of naval courtfr-martialy as they are at present con- 
slitatedy cannot reasonably be expected to adhere strictly to legal forms, 
or technical accuracy ; all that can be looked for is, that the charges should 
be specific, and the proofs of each charge should be separately, as tvell as 
satisfactorily made out. I say s^paratelt, because the courts are bound 
to come to a decision on each, each being a distinct issue, on which they 
must dedde 5 it is, therefore, essential to justice that this should be ob- 
served in naval courts, because they have not the same advantage which 
attends a military court-martial, where, if any inaccuracy occurs (as the 
court is hot dissolved) the sentence maybe sent back for revisal before 
the result is made public : but where the sentence is promulg^d on the 
decision taking place, as in a naval court-martial, the prisoner is excluded 
from all redress (if it is irregular) except by the interference of autho- 
rity, as for as goes to the restoration of those deprivations which such a 
sentence was calculated to inflict. Now, in the present case, it appears 
to roe> that the priMi^er has much to complain of, for he is accused of 
various offences of different descriptions : some (as of faUe muiters) are 
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90 diinitaalx that, if he had been adjudged intentionally fifuilty of them« on 
proper and undoubted proof, he would have been precluded from all hope 
t>f future employment ; whilst others were of so inferior a nature, that, if 
guilty, a censure was the utmost to be deprecated : whilst this judgment 
is coQched in terms so vague and imcertsun, that it is impossible to collect 
whether he was found guilty of apart of every charge, or of some one, 
or of more than one of the whole charges of which one is a part. If i^ 
means the former, it is in direct contradiction to the minutes, which state. 
Chat the last charge was abandoned, and for reasons which must have 
acquitted the defendant. Again, if it means the latter, it is ambiguous 
and uncertun to which of the charges it is to apply ; for it is as applU 
cable in terms to that which was not tried, or to any of which they 
thought him not guilty^ as to any others ; and it would only prove that 
they perfectly acquitted him of some, by only finding him guilty of s 
part. The judgment, therefore, is so vague and uncertun, on a subject 
which imperatively calls for the utmost certunty, that I do not feel how 
the sentence founded on it can be consistently enforced. Having thus 
stated my impression on the case, I do not feel it necessary, nor would it 
become me, to analyse the evidence, in order to guess on what part of it 
the court formed their decision ; for, after all, it would be but guessing. I 
sliaU, therefore, content myself with stating my opinion, after having 
attended, with all the care I am capable of bestowing on the evidence, ai 
applicable to the charges, as well as to the sentence, as founded on that 
application, that it is informal, irregular, and illegal ! notwithstandii^ 
which, I cannot, from the nature of the subject, point out any mode in 
wluch Captain Browne can procure redress : the only amends he can look 
to, must be found in the justice and honorable feelings of the Board of 
Admiralty, in whose power it lies to restore the situation he has been 
deprived of, and to the prevention of which I can perceive nothing on the 
face of these proceedings : to that tribunal he will have a right also to 
submit any of those facts which, although capable of proof, did not occur 
to his recollection at the time of the trial. 
" Temple, Nov. 29, 1814." (Signed) " Frs. Const.** 

On receiving this most satisfactory legal opinion. Captain 
Browne presented a memorial to the Admiralty, containing 
not only the heads of the charges, but the whole substance 
of the minutes, and some official documents sufficient in them- 
selves to refute the assertions of his accuser, that he had 
been guilty of fraud and ?i, false muster. The following are 
extracts :— 

** That the facts of the case were not fairly before the court-martial, is 
most evident, from the circumstances well known to the Commander-iii^ 
chief at Plymouth, and every member of the court, that your 
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was utterly ino^iabk. of making any sufficient defence to the charges^ not 
only from severe indisposition of body and rnind^ but from his being in 
perfect ignorance of the eaittence of such an accusation till 48 hours 
before he ^vas a prisoner in court. The charges were not transmitted 
through Aim, nor intimated to him^ as is customary , He had no time to 
summon many witnesses whom he might have called for his justification, 
or to consult any friends or advisers as to his defence ; but through an 
excess of reliance on his own innocence, disdained to delay the investiga- 
tion a single hour ^ and thus he suffered heavy charges to pass under trial, 
without taking the means of repelling them, which common prudence 
rendered necessary *. 

" Your Lordships will be unable to discover the cause of the virulent 
malice, which so obviously pervades the whole of the charges, without a 
short explanation of the motives and character of the prosecutor. Lieu- 
tenant Charles Letch had sailed several years with your memorialist, and 
hadeiijoyed his confidence in a very great degree ; Lieutenant John Kent 
l^ul also been two years in the Hermes. Both had lived in the utmost 
harmony with your memorialist until a few weeks before the arrival of the 
Hermes, when these officers, especially the first, presuming on the friend- 
ship and protection with which your memorialist had long distinguished 
them, fell into such relaxation of discipline, and into such habits of 
oppression towards the inferior officers, as made it absolutely necessary at 
last (however painful) for your memorialist to interfere ; which they re- 
sented by the many instances of faction, animosity, quarrelling, and dis- 
respect, which are fully detailed in the recent court-martial on Lieutenant 
Letch, and in otony other papers before yoiur Lordships, to which your me- 
moralist refers ; and if further evidence be necessary, that the charges 
originated in private pique and malice, and by no means for the good of 
the service, it would be found in this consideration, that the facts alluded 
to in the first and second charges, had occurred twelve and six months re- 
spectively before the Lieutenants ever thought of making them the sub- 
ject of prosecution, although it is proved in the miinutes that there were 
several opportunities at Rio de Janeiro of brin^g your memoriattst to 
trial, where witnesses and parties were on the spot, of whose evidence your 
memorialist was unfortunately deprived +. 



^ See Nov. Chnm. v. 34, p. 302. 
t ^'Adverting to what had appeared at the military trials of Captains Ca^ 
meron and Roy, in Mar. 17^* on several charges, his late Miyesty ex- 
pressed his extreme disapprobation of keeping charges (having an oppor- 
tunity to prefer them) until they should have accumulated, and then bring- 
ing them before a court martial collectively, whereas every charge should 
be prcfferred at the time the facte on which it turns are recent, or, ifknow^ 
ingfy passed 0tf^, ought nmther ia candour mr justice to be in fiitvr^ 
brtttght in question.'' See Jfd. p; 303. 
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• '' The first charge is in substance,—' That on the 26th April, 1813, in 
dight of Madeira, your meiuorialist sent for the master of the merchant- 
brig Recompense, on board the Hermes, and in the presence of the officers 
and ship's company abused him and challenged him to fight, took off his 
coat, and squared at him in an attitude, and aimed or made a blow at him; 
and the master then lying down on the deck of his own accord, that your me- 
morialist ordered some marines to take off his coat, and oblige to him stand 
up, which attempt the master resisting, the marines tore his coat : and that 
your memorialist then challenged him to go on shore to fight at Madeira, 
by which conduct your memorialist was alleged to have violated the 23d 
and 33d articles of war.' 

" The 23d article of war recites, ' that if any person in the fleet shall 
quarrel or fight with any other person in the fleet, or use reproachful or 
provoking speeches or gestures tending to make any quarrel or disturb- 
ance, he shall upon being convicted thereof, suffer such punishment,' &c. 
&c. &C. 

'' The 33d article of war alleged to be violated, recites, ' that if any 
flag-officer, captain, commander,] or lieutenant, belonging to the fleet, 
shall be convicted of behaving in a scandalous, infamous, cruel, or oppres- 
sive manner, unbecoming the character of an officer, he shall be dismissed 
ills r.lajesty's service/ 

** Such are the crimes of which your memoralist is accused, and such is 
Che law which he is stated to have infringed. The simple fieicts of the case, 
in as far as they are in evidence before your Lordships on the minutes, are 
these :— 

*' On the 3d April Cthree weeks before the time of the transaction), 
yc/ur memorialist, proceeding from Cork, in his Majesty's ship the Hermes, 
with a convoy, happened to encounter the brig Recompense (not of the 
convoy), the master of which, by the most wilful mismanagement of his 
ship, ran foul of one of the convoy, which he also forced on board of his 
Majesty's ship, which was in imminent danger of bemg lost thereby. 
It is sworn, that the master could have preveiited the accident of entang- 
ling the ships if he chose, but that the Hermes could not possibly avoid 
them. That your memorialist, in the alarm which he felt for the safety of 
the ship, called vehemently to the master of the brig Recompense to let 
go his anchor, and warned him against the lubberly mode in which he was 
proceeding. That the master not only refused to desist from his miscon^ 
duct, but actually forced the other vessel foul of the Hermes ; and in reply 
to your memorialist's desire to let go his anchor, it is sworn, even by the 
prosecutor's own evidence, that the said master, without any provocation. 
In presence of all the officers and crew of the Hermes, called him a 
damned white-faced rascal, and said that if he had him on shore he would 
thrash him. At this time, from the dangerous situation of the Hermes, and 
the urgent necessity of putting his orders in execution, your memorialist 
had no possibility of communication with the ship-master. That three 
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weeks after this outrage, when ia sight of the island of Madeira, the 
same vessel came close to the Hermes, and Lieutenant Kent pointed 
the roaster out as the aggressor, and offered to bring him on board 
th(» Hermes with his papers for examination ; to which your memorialist 
consented. That tlie master, on coming on board, behaved even then 
with great insolence and effrontery ; and that your memorialist, exces- 
sively irritated by his demeanor, and by the insoient threat of personal 
chastisement, by which the ship-master had so recently outraged his 
feelings, asked him what he meaut by such abuse, and if he could now 
make good his threat, and fact him as a man, and that he, the menEK>- 
rialist, would take no advantage, although in his own ship — and then 
threw off his coat for the purpose : that the ship-master, to avoid fighting, 
lay down on the deck of his own accord ; and your memorialist declaring he 
would not strike him when down, ordered some marines who stood by to 
raise him up : but his clothes were not torn ; he received no abuse except 
being called a damned Irisliman, nor was the smallest violence offered to 
him ; neither did the memorialist ever attempt to strike him. That your 
memorialist then asked the master if he would meet him on shore singly to 
execute his threat ; which he refusing, your memorialist put on his coat and 
left him, desiring Lieutenant Kent to see him on board, to press any man 
that he might find liable, but gave him especial orders not to distress him* 
in consequence of which none were impressed. That Lieutenant Letch; the 
prosecutor, remarked at the time, that the captain was too warm, but that 
the roaster of the Recompense deserved worse treatment than what he had 
received; and that he, as well as Lieutenant Kent, repeatedly afterwards 
approved of the circumstance. 

" Such is every particular of evidence on the transaction in question, whe^ 
therfor or against your memorialbt, which the minutes of the court martial 
afibrd ; and he has the more carefully selected them, because, with the 
exception of the present charge, your Lordships will find, there is not a 
shadow of blame to be imputed to your memorialist, that can arise, by any 
possibility, out of the other charges, which it will hereafter be shewn, 
were utterly false, malicious, and vewatious. 

" With respect tp the articles of war which your memorialist's condact 
on this occasion is alleged to have violated; he humbly begs to observe to 
your Lordships, that the 23d article is wholly inapplicable to the case, as 
this article prohibits one person belonging to his Majesty's fleet from 
fighting with, or provoking, any other person belonging to the same fleet ; 
whereas, in the present instance, only one of the parties is in his Majesty's 
service ; moreover, that it is an article seldom or never acted upon. 

'' But the 33d article is, in fact, that alone which is contemplated to af- 
fect your meroorialist's case ; on which he has also humbly to observe, 
that he is informed, that the penal acts of parliament ought to be strictly 
interpreted according to the letter, and not to be in any case strained by 
inference agauist tht accused. That, in this instance, the legal question 
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U not', whether the transaction was in itself generally that which is sidd to 
be unbecoininG^ the character of an officer and a gentleman ; bat, whether 
it was scandalous, infamous, cruel, oppressive, or fraudulent; and by 
being which, but not otherwise, it would be unbecoming the character of a 
gentleman ; cruelty, oppression, vca^ fraud, is here quite out of the question : 
and your memorialist most confidently submits to your Lordships' superior 
wisdom, to your candour and justice, that the quality of the transaction 
did not deserve the character of scandalous and infamous, in the sense in- 
tended by the article of war ; and he submits fully to your Lordships, that 
there is not in all the annals of martial law, in the navy, an instance qt pre- 
cedent, of scandal or infomy being ^ttaclied by the sentence of Jany court 
martial to such a transaction as the present. 

*' But while your memorialist pleads not guilty to the charge in a legal 
sense — his own feelings as an officer and a gentleman, condemn him for 
the intemperance of passion, which hurried him into so improper an excess. 
He fully admits the indecorous and bad example of his conduct. He de* 
plores with the utmost contrition, that unhappy violence of temper, which, 
acted upon by sudden and irresbtible provocation, has led him, when 
threatened with actual personal outrage, to forget that he was an officer, 
and to remember only that he was a man, and by no means a coward, or one 
that would shrink from the personal violence of any man under heaven. 
To your Lordships, as men of high personal courage, he appeals for indul- 
gence to this instance of human frailty. To such of your Lordships as 
are officers, and have been in his situation, he puts his case, and implores 
you to consider candidly the insolent abuse frequently offered by the low- 
bred masters of merchantmen, whose violence there is no law to panish, 
and whose vulgar excesses there are no feelings, except the fear of personal 
chastisement, to restrain. He asks your Lordships, whether allowance may 
not be made for a captain of one of his Majesty's ships having his passions 
worked up almost to frenzy on such an occasion as that ; where his ship, 
and the lives of his men, are wilfully put in imminent danger, as well as his 
character as a seaman ; and when he is told, in presence of aU his crew, 
that but for their protection the aggressor would have thrashed him ! — 
The candour of your Lordships will not fail to make allowance for him : 
and your memorialist trusts, that when he shews that, with the above ex- 
ception, he is entirely guiltless of every other charge, your lordships 
will deem, that he has, by the disgrace he has suffered in dismissal, been 
already most cruelly punished for the venial ofience which he committed, 
and that the sentence of the court martial is severe beyond all precedent, 
and ought to be mitigated." ♦*»*•»••♦•••• 

In consequence of this memorial^ the minutes of the court- 
martial were laid before Sir William Garrow and Sir Samuel 
Shepherd^ the law officers of the Crown^ who unhesitatingly 
declared that the proceedings of the court were informal and 
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irregular, and that there was nothing in the evidence which 
could warrant the sentence passed against Captain Browne, 
who was at length restored to his former rank, but not until 
the attention of Parliament had been called to the subject by 
his noble friend, the Earl of Egremont, April 20, 1815. 
Agents. — Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son. 



MATTHEW BARTON BRADBY, Esq. 

YouNGBST son of the late superannuated Rear-Admiral 
James Bradby, who died in 1809, aged 73. 

This officer was made a Lieutenant in July, 1796 ; and pro- 
moted to the rank of Commander April 29, 1802. He sub- 
sequently commanded the Calypso, a fine 18-gun brig, on 
the North Sea station. His post commission bears date 
June 28, 1810. 

Captain Bradby married, Nov. 25, 1608, Catherine, second 
daughter of Vice-Admiral Billy Douglas, commander-in- 
chief at Yarmouth. His youngest sister is the wife of Cap- 
tain James Aberdour, R. N. 

Agents. — ^Messrs. Maude. 



WILLIAM PATERSON, Esq. 

A Companion of the Mo9t Honorable Military Order of the Bath ; and 
President of the Civil Court at Neufoundland,for the aeffudication of all 
disputes respecting the Fisheries on the coast ofLabradf^r, 

Son of George Paterson, of Castle Huntley, in Perthshire, 
Esq., by Anne, youngest daughter of John, 12th Baron Gray, 
in the Scotch Peerage. 

This officer entered the navy at an early age, under the 
auspices of Sir Alexander Cochrane ; and served as a mid- 
shipman on board his patron's flag-ship, the Northumberland 
74, at the Leeward Islands ; where he was rapidly advanced 
to the rank he at present enjoys. The dates of his respective 
commissions are as follow : — 
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Ldeatenanty Feb. 18, 1805 j Commander, April 9, 1808 i Captain, July 
16, 1810. 

At the close of the war with France, in 1814, Captain 
Paterson commanded the Myrmidon of 20 guns : his subse- 
quent appointments were — April 25, 1815, to the Eridanus 
frigate ; and. Mar. 6, 1816, to the Minden 74, fitting for the 
flag of Sir Richard King, commander-in-chief on the East 
India station* 

Previous to his proceeding thither. Captain Paterson ac- 
companied Lord Exmouth to Algiers, where the Minden sus- 
tained a loss of 7 killed and 37 wounded, on the memorable 
27th Aug. 1816*. For this service he was nominated a C. B. 
on the 21st of the following month* 

The Minden returned home from India, Oct. 16, 1820; 
and was shortly afterwards put out of commission. Captain 
Paterson received his present civil appointment in April 
1825. 

^gen^.— Sir F. M. Ommanney. 



HENRY PRESCOTT, Esq. 

A Compamon of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath. 

Only surviving son of Admiral Isaac Prescott, by a 
daughter of the late Rev. Richard Walter, chaplain of the 
Centurion with Conmiodore Anson, during his celebrated ex- 
pedition to the South Seas, and author of ^^ Anson* s Voyage/' \ 

This officer was bom at Kew Green, co. Surrey, May 4, 
1783 ; and he first embarked as a midshipman, on board the 
Formidable 96, commanded by the late Hon. Sir George C. 
Berkeley, in 1796. During the last four years of the French 
revolutionary war, we find him successively serving in the 
Queen Charlotte a first rate, Penelope frigate, and Foudroy- 
ant of 80 guns. 

In the Penelope, Mr. Prescott assisted at the capture of le 

♦ See Vol. I., Part I, p. 227. N. B. Sir Richard King had previously 
proceeded to his coonoaDd in the JVIagicienne frigate. Captain J. B. Purvis. 

t The following correctioQ is to lie made at p. 67, of Vol. I. Part I. line 
t5 {rom this X^a^oax^for lefu^.^vlibor reud author. 
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GuiUaume TeU, a French 80-gun ship, Mar. 31, 1800 «. 
The Foudroyant bore the flag of Lord Keith, by whom he 
was promoted into the Vincejo brig, on the coast of Egypt, in 
1802. 

Lieutenant Prescott*8 next appointment was to the ^olus 
32, which frigate formed part of the squadron under Sir Rich- 
ard J. Strachan, and had three men wounded, at the capture 
of four French line-of-battle ships, Nov. 4, 1805 f. 

Towards the latter end of 1806, Lieutenant Prescott joined 
the Ocean 98, flag-ship of Lord CoUingwood, who promoted 
him into the Weazle brig, of 18 guns, Feb. 4, 1808. 

On the 1st April following, being then off Sardinia, Cap- 
tain Prescott fell in with a French squadron, consisting of ten 
sail of the line, three frigates, one brig, and a store-ship, which 
he closely reconnoitred the next day^ and then proceeded with 
the intelligence to his Admiral, who was at that time cruis- 
ing, with a more powerful force, near Sicily. Unfortunately, 
however. Lord CoUingwood had to contend with strong 
westerly winds off Maritimo, and the enemy having rounded 
Sardinia, were enabled to reach Toulon without molestation. 

Captain Prescott was subsequently employed on the coast of 
Naples, where he gave great interruption to the enemy's trade, 
and obliged a French brig of 20 guns to seek refuge under 
some land batteries. This vessel he repeatedly dared to battle; 
but all his endeavours to entice her out proved fruitless, al« 
though eleven Neapolitan gun-boats were in readiness to sup- 
port her. His spirited conduct on this occasion must have had 
a good effect, the Weazle's manceuvres being witnessed both 
by the enemy's troops at Naples, and the English garrison 
of Capri. 

On the 8th Sept. 1806, Captain Prescott insisted at the cap- 
ture of four large gun-boat& and thirty-four coasting vessels, 
assembled at Diamante, near the gulph of Policastro, which 
place he had blockaded with much perseverance, until th« 
arrival of a sufficient force from Sicily to attack them X* 

• See Vol. I. Part II. p. 643 et seg. 
t See Vol. I. PiBt I. p. 289. 
I See Captain Henry Wmitmarsr Fbarsb, C. B. 
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'' th Oct. 1809, the Weazle captured le Veloce French letter 
of inarque, of 4 guns and 83 men. On the 2&th Dec. in 
the same year, TEolC) a polacre-rigged privateer, pierced for 
20 guns, but mounting only 14, with a complement of 140 
men^ surrendered to her after a gallant resistance of one hour 
and thirty minutes, during which the enemy sustained a lo8» 
of 6 men killed and 9 wounded j the Weazle only one man 
slain and one wounded. 

Between this period and June, 1810, Captain Prescott waa 
employed cruizing off Sardinia, on which station he made seven- 
teen prizes and recaptures : among the former was I'lppolite, 
French schooner privateer, of 5 guns and 78 men. We next 
find him assisting in the defence of Sicily, and whilst on that 
service repeatedly engaged with the flotilla equipped by Na- 
poleon's brother-in-law for the invasion of the island. The 
capture and destruction of a large convoy from Naples, at 
which Captain Prescott acted a prominent part, is fully de* 
scribed in our memoir of the present Lord Radstock f. 

Two days subsequent to that enterprise. Captain Prescott 
again landed at Amanthea, supported by a detachment of 
marines from the Cumberland 74 ; and after destroying se- 
veral vessels, succeeded in bringing off a gun, under a heavy 
fire of musketry, by which 3 of his men were wounded. In 
the course of the following month, he was twice engaged 
with convoys passing along shore, and captured six vessels, 
two of which (an armed xebec and a gun-boat) he was obliged 
to abandon in consequence of a sudden shift of wind, and the 
Weazle's main-yard being shot away, which rendered it im- 
possible to tow them out from under a battery, where a large 
body of French troops had assembled for their protection. 
On this occasion the Weazle had 6 men wounded, one of 
whom mortally. 

The British naval force employed on the coast of Calabria 
being subsequently dispersed, in consequence of Murat break- 
ing up his camp and retiring to Naples, Captain Prescott wa» 
tl)en sent to Smyrna, where he was superseded, in Feb. 1811, 
having been promoted for his bravery at Amanthea, and his 

t See Supplement, Part I. pp. 190^192. 
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commissiondated back so as to give him post rank from July 
25, 1810^ the day on which he had so greatly distinguisbed 
himself. Previous to his leaving the Weazle, however^ he 
added one more vessel to the fist of her captures. 

Captain Prescott's next appointment was^ about Aug. 1811| 
to the Fylla of 20 guns, from which ship he removed to the 
Eridanus frigate, in the summer of 1813. He was nominated 
a C. B. June 4, 1815 ; and appointed to the Aurora 46, April 
6, 1821. 

In June folkiwing the Aurora left Chatham fuUy manned^ 
abd fitted for the South American station. On his arrival 
thei^ Captaib Prescott found himself the senior officer on 
Ae eastern ^ast, and he ocmtinued as such till the return ol 
Sir Thomas M. Hardy from the Pacific^ by whom he was im- 
mediately despatched to fill the same situation there. 

In 1822^ the Congress of Peru having ordered a forced con- 
tribution on the commerce of Lima, the British proportion 
of which amounted to nearly 200,000 doUars, Captain Pres- 
^6tt retnottstlrated, and took such decided and effectual mea- 
sures as compelled an abandonment of that impolitic and 
iniquitous exaction. Tlie merchants^ in consequence, came 
to the followiiig resolution :^-^ 

''At aiBigetSiiif of th^ British nerchaots, held in die Britisli Commer- 
dal Rooms, Lima» Oct^ 12, 1822, it was resolved, tbat the sum of 1600 
dollars b^ voted to purchase a testimonial of our respect and gratitude to 
Captain Prescott, for the services rendered us during our present differ- 
ences with the Peruvian government. 

(Signed) '* Jobn Moens, Churmaa.'' 

After remaining in that ardous command tor about 18 
months. Captain Prescott proceeded t6 "San Bias, and subse- 
quently made a coasting voyage, for the purpose of taking in 
specie at the different ports of Peru and Chili. The Aurora 
returned to England ivith a considerable freight, and was 
paid off in Feb. 1835. 

Captain Prescott married, July 5, 1815, Mary Ann Char^ 
lotte, eldest dau^ter of the late Vice-Admiral d'Auvergne, 
Prince de Bouillon, by whom he has several children. His 
only brother, an officer in the Hon. E. I. Gompany^s infimtry^ 
was drowned when returning to England, in 1806. 

j/gent.—JoYttk Copland^ Esq. 
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THOMAS WHITE, (a) Esq. 



Post commission dated Aug. 7> 1810. 
Agents. — Messrs. Stillwell. 



THOMAS GRAVES, Esq. 

Post commission dated Aug. 8, 1810. 
.^^enf^.*«-Me8srs. Cooke, Halford, and Son« 



SIR NISBET JOSIAH WILLOUGHBY, Knt. 

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath. 

It i^pears by the records of the College of Arms, that this 
officer 18 lineally descended from Edward Willoughby, of 
Cossall, in Nottinghamshire, Esq., who was the second son 
of Sir Percival Willoughby, Knt., by Bridget, eldest daughter 
and co-heir of Sir Francis Willoughb}', of Wollaton, in the 
same county, Knt. and that the eldest son of the said Sir Per- 
cival (Sir Francis Willoughby, of Wollaton,) was the direct 
ancestor of the present Lord Middleton. It also appears, by 
the Biime tecords, that the before mentioned Edward Wil- 
longhby, 6f Cossall, was paternally descended from Sir Cbris- 
tophdr Willoughby, Knt., summoned to Parliament as Baron 
Wittonghby At Eresby, a lineal descendant and representa- 
tite of William de Willoughby, lord of the manor of Wil- 
loughby in Lincolnsibire, in the reign of King John ; that 
he was maternally descended from Sir Richard Willoughby, 
Knt., Chief Justice of the Common Pleas in the reign of 
Edward il. ; and that his paternal and maternal ancestry in- 
termarried with and were descended from several noble and 
illustrious families, distinguished in the history of this coun- 
try.. Among SUxNisbefs paternal ancestors, w€ iSnd one- 
fighting at the famous battle of Cresst \ another bearing a 
part in the glorious achievement at Poictibrs ; and a third 
distinguishing himself under Henry V. at Aoincourt. 
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'Dio latter gentleman. Sir lliomas Willoughby, of Parham^ 
Wtti brother to Robert Lord Willoughby, the last English 
governor of Paris, whose name is recorded among the greatest 
noldlcru of that age, and mentioned by Hume, in chap.XX. of 
hU Kngliiih history, edit, of 1767* 

Sir Francis Willoughby, who prevented the castle of Dub- 
lin from being seiased by Roger Moore's partisans, is spoken 
«)f by Dr. hohind *; and the stout resistance made by the fifth 
Lord Willoiigliby, of Parham, against the parliamentary 
forcTn Hout to reduce Barbadoes, in 1651, is noticed by Bryan 
K(lwurd»» in his Political and Commercial Survey of the 
Hrltliih Went India Islands, voL Lp. 343. 

Tho UHitto of that branch of the fieunily to which Sir Nisbet 
J, Wllhiughby belongs, originally ** Courage sans Pkur," 
U now ** Vmhitk sans msur/* 

'J^ho iiubjei>t of the following memoir is a son of the 
Utti Hobt^rt WilUmghby, of Cossall and Aspley Hall, both 
\\\ th^ iH]k\mty of Notts, and of Cliffie, in Warwickshire, 
\^^^\^% by Barbara his second wife, one of the daoghters of 
Jamoi Bruce, of Wester Kinlock (and the £miily of Airth), 
Gsq., by Janet, daughter of Sir Edward Gibson, Bart, of Pint- 
land, N. B, and Barbara his wife, daughter of the Hon. John 
Maitland, son of Earl Lauderdale. 

Mr. Xisbei Jodah fFillaughby was bom in 1777; ^^ be 
commenced his naval career, as a midshipman on board the 
Utona frigate. Captain Albemaile Bertie, May 12, 1790. 
Subsequent to the Spanish armament, we find him seiring in 
the Edgar 74, Captain Anthony J. P. Molby; Affigator 28, 
Captain laaac Coffin ; and Vengeance, a third rate, bearing the 
broad pendant of Conunodore Paaley, commander-in-diief 
at Sheemess. 

On the 13th Jan. 1/93, &fr. Willongfaby jmned the Oiirfieas 
32, Captain Henry Newcome, then about to sail for the coast 
of Africa, where he assisted in cutting out fourFrendi brigs 
and a schooner, April 22 and 24 in the same year. The cap- 
ture of these vessels, and Mr. WiUougfaby's subsequent ship- 
wreck, when conducting one of the brigs to Sienrm Lcone^ hare 

• See Ulud's History of Irebod, Vol. IIL p, UO ^r «f . 



POST-CAPTAINS OF 18l0. US 

been noticed at p. 35 et seq. His escape on the latter occa- 
sion may justly be deemed miraculous ; for even if it had 
been within the limits of possibility to have gained the shore, 
he would certainly have been enslaved for life, if not instantly 
murdered. The manner in which the Orpheus was employed 
after her return to England will likewise be seen by reference 
to our memoir of Captain William Goate. 

On the 5th May, 1794, the Orpheus, then off the Isle of 
France, captured le Duguay-Trouin, a French 18-pounder 
frigate, after a sharp action, in those days termed brilliant, of 
an hour and ten minutes, during which the enemy, out of 403 
persons on board, had 21 killed and 60 wounded ; the British, 
only 194 iii number, 1 slain and 9 wounded. An extract of 
Captain Newcomers official letter on this occasion is given at 
p. 36 et seq. 

In Aug. 1796, Mr. Willoughby assisted at the capture of 
Malacca. The public despatches reporting that event, inform 
us, that the measures adopted by the Dutch authorities, sub- 
sequently to the amicable proposals tendered by the British 
naval and military commanders, having rendered it necessary 
to land the troops sent against that settlement, hostilities com- 
menced by the Resistance frigate firing upon, and, after the ex- 
change of two guns, taking possession of the Constantia, a 
Dutch armed ship, which had warped herself into the mud, be- 
tween the English squadron and the fort i — ^the dashing manner 
in which that ship was taken possession of is not mentioned. 

Finding the Dutch governor determined upon resistance, 
the signal was made by Captain Newcome for all the armed 
boats of the squadron to assemble near the Orpheus, as he in« 
tended that they should proceed under the command of one of 
his own Lieutenants to secure and bring out the Constantia> 
she being an impediment to the debarkation of the troops. 

Lord Camelford (of whom we have twice had occasion to 
speak*), was then a Lieutenant of the Resistance, and he com- 
manded one of the boats that first reached the Orpheus. Im- 
patient of delay, and anxious to distinguish himself, his lord- 
ship desired Mr. Willoughby, who had the charge of a cutter^ 
• • See Vol. I. Part II. p. 715 ei seg. and VoL.IL Part I. pp. 202— ?(Vk 

»UPPL. PART II. I 
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then lying off on her oars, to follow him : — ^this was done in 
the most quiet manner possible ; and^ when at some distance 
from the frigate^ both boats gave way, for the purpose of 
boarding the enemy, one on each side. 

The Dutch ship being of considerable tonnage^ extremely 
light, and well armed, with about 100 men on board, the re- 
sult of this attack would in all probability have proved fatal to 
the whole of the assailants, had not the captain of the Re- 
sistance fortunately perceived Lord Camelford's unauthorized 
proceeding, and, trembling for the consequences, opened lus 
fire upon the Constantia, which, although distant and harm- 
less, gave the enemy an excuse for hauling down her colours. 
At this moment the two boats were close to their object, and 
they actually got alongside before the others had Well IdR; the 
Orpheus* ! 

• We have noticed the above circumstance, because it affords a proof 
how little Lord Camelford considered bis personal safety when there was 
the least prospect of gaining fame ; and also of the injustice that has been 
done to his memory by comparing him with the notorious George Robert 
Fitzgerald — a bully and a coward. 

As Lord Camielford's impetuous public career and untimely end ftre 
better known to the world than his private actions, we shall here tnui- 
Bcribe a passage from " The Clubs," a popular work recently published z't- 

** Though the latter fought several duels^ it is well known that he ge- 
nerally had sufficient provocation, and that he received several insults 
which he never thought worthy of public notice ; in short, his general 
deportment was mild, and he never sought aquiEurel, for which ^tz;^r&ld 
was on the constant look-out. Camelford, likewise, had a moist |^eiieh)U8 
heart ; for whilst the fieishiouable world was taken Up with his eccentriel- 
Ues, he was in the habit of performing many private charitable acts, 
amongst those of the poor who were ashamed (9 beg. His charities were 
invariably administered under an assumed name, and he never fuled to 
threaten those whose curiosity he suspected, with a suspension of their 
salary, if they dared to follow him, or tried to find dtit who their b»le- 
fkctor was. He usually went out on such expeditions at night, aiid he has 
often left a crowded and brilliant assembly, to dress himself in an old 
brown coat and slouched hat, in order to visit some poor £Eunily in the 
crowded courts between Drury Lane and Charing Cross. In such deeds as 
tlieae» and at the ezpence of several thousands a year, did this nnaffscted 
phllaDthropnt pass the hours wluch he stole from the dissifrntion of higli 
Ub S and hit prolegles were not aware of the name or quality of their 
beneftetor, until bit untimely ftte put a period to Us nvnficeal deaa- 
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111 1796, Mr. Waioughby assisted at the reduction of Am- 
boyna and Banda, with their several dependencies; after which 
he appears to have been successively removed into the He- 
roine frigate and Suffolk 74 ; the former ship commanded by 
Captain Alan Hyde Gardner, the latter bearing the flag of 
Rear- Admiral Rainier, by whom he was made a Lieutenant, 
and appointed to the Victorious 7^, Captain William Clark, 
Jau, 13, 1798. 

On the 30th June following, Lieutenant Willoughby was 
suspended from his duty and placed in confinement, for asking 
his captain whether he should go into the waist himself, to 
see the msdn-sheet hauled aft, his orders to that effect not 
being promptly obeyed, and the captain finding fault with 
him for the remissness of others. 

Conscious of having always obeyed Capt^n Clark's orders 
with becoming alacrity, that he had never intentionally treated 
him wiUi contempt or disrespect, and that by allowing him- 
self to be released without a proper explanation he would sub- 
ject himself to a repetition of such unmerited tretament. 
Lieutenant Willoughby declined returning to his duty, when 
an offer to that effect was made him, unless the captain 
would admit that he had placed him under arrest without any 
just cause. 

This admission being withheld. Lieutenant Willoughby 
applied for an investigation of his conduct ; but owing to the 
disposition of the ships composing Rear-Admiral Rainier's 
squadron, nearly twelve mouths elapsed before his request 
could be complied with ; '^ and by that time," says an officer 
who was present, ^^ his health was so much impaired, through 
want of exercise and the medicine he had been obliged to 
take in consequence, that he was more fit for an hospital 
than to stand the brunt of a court-martial. His tongue was 
so enlarged that articulation was painful to him, and thos6 
who were present at his trial declared, he Was in such a 
state that he only appeared anxious to get through the busi- 
ness, seeming perfectly indifferent as to the result." 

The consequence was, the prosecutor had only to mak^ his^ 
statement in his own way, and the court came to the conclu^ 

I 2 
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sioa that lieutenant WiUoughby, in turning round when 
spokeu to> and asking whether he should go into the waisty 
&c.^ '^ did beha?e to Captain Clark in a contemptuoos and 
disrespectful masner ; but in consideration of his long oon* 
fluement^ and his health having been apparently injured by 
it/' his judges did ^^only" sentence him to be dismissed his 
ship. 

On the 14th June 179^5 the very next day after his dis- 
missal firom the Victorious^ lieutenant WiUoughby was ap- 
pointed to command the Amboyna, a beautiful brig. Vice- 
Admiral Riunier considering that his punishment had already 
been more than adequate to the alleged offence. Scarcely had 
he joined that vessel^ however, when his indisposition in- 
creased so much that he was obliged to invalid, and remove 
to the Sceptre 64, for a passage to the Cape of Good Hope* 

On the 19th Sept. 17^^ the boats of that ship were sent to 
attack a French brig, moored within a reef of rocks, dose to 
the island of Rodriguez; but after being absent a very con- 
nderable time, they returned with the information that no 
passage could be found through the heavy surf by which she 
was protected. Lieutenant WiUoughby, having been there 
before, no sooner heard this report than he volunteered to 
conduct them over the reef ; and they were accordingly or- 
dered to renew the attempt, under his pilotage, and the com- 
mand of another Lieutenant, the present Captain Thomas 
Tudor Tucker, 

In the mean time the brig's broadside had been brought to 
bear on the passage ; and when the boats got within range 
of grape she began firing upon them : immediately after- 
wards she appeared in flames, and on boarding her it was 
found that a pile of hand grenades on the deck had exploded^ 
killing two of her crew, wounding several others, and throw- 
ing the remainder into such confusion that she was carried 
without much resistance. She proved to be TElclair privateer, 
of 10 guns, 4 swivels, and 83 men, some of whom effected 
their escape to the shore. 

• Kight now approaching, and the Sceptre having a valuable 
fleet under her convoy, the prize was necessarily destroyed. 
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it being impossible to bring her out through such an intri- 
cate nayigation at that late hour. 

Scarcely had Lieutenant Willoughby returned from this ser- 
vice, when he obtained additional credit by jumping overboard 
and endeavouring to extricate a poor fellow who was una- 
ble to get from between the bottom and the thwarts of a boat, 
swamped under the ship's quarter, owing to the mismanage- 
ment of the officer commanding on deck, who had ordered 
her to be hoisted up whilst the Sceptre was going fast through 
the water. This generous and humane attempt proved un- 
successful, and the unfortunate man consequently perished ; 
but Lieutenant Willoughby 's efforts to save him did not 
cease until his own strength was quite exhausted. 

On the 5th Nov. following, the Sceptre was driven on 
shore in Table bay, and totally wrecked, by which disaster 
about 290 persons lost their lives, among whom were her 
Captain, two Lieutenants, the Master, and four Midshipmen : 
most of the other officers, including Lieutenant Willoughby, 
, were then at a ball on shore, and thus providentially escaped. 
A list of those who were saved will be found at p« 222 of 
Suppl. Part I. 

lieutenant Willoughby*s next appointment was, Aug. 26, 
1800, to the Russel 74, Captain (now Sir Herbert) Sawyer ; 
which ship formed part of Lord Nelson's division at the cap- 
ture and destruction of the Danish line of defence before 
Copenhagen, April 2, 1801 *. 

On that glorious occasion. Lieutenant Willoughby greatly 
distinguished himself by his gallantry in boarding the Pro- 
vesteen block -ship, of 56 guns, under a heavy fire from her 
lower-deck, kept up in opposition to the wishes of her com- 
mander^ who had hauled down his colours in token of sub- 
mission. The manner in which this service was performed 
excited general admiration, and obtained him three cheers 
from the RusseFs crew, by order of their new captain, the 
late Rear- Admiral William Cuming. 

It appears that, of the Danes on the lower-deck, many 

« See Vol. I, Part J, note at pp. 366—371 ; and Id, Pbrt 11^ note at p«. 

847. 
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were literally drunk^ and the rest in a state of great excite* 
ment : these men not only abused their officers for striking the 
colours and allqwijQg the British to come on boar^, but even 
threatened to force the hatchways, and recover possession of 
the upper decks ; i^r did they cease firing for nearly an hour 
after the latter )iad been g^yen up to Lieuteuauti Willoughby, 
who with his pepp]^jf about 30 in number, were all that time 
^xpo^ed to the shpt gt the Isis and Polyphemus, the two ships 
ixnniedi&tely oppoised to th^^t end of the Danish line. Even 
aft^ ^ liring hf^d ceased on both sides, and during the whole 
of the enduing night, lieutenant WiUougbby's situation was 
by no n^ea^ pleasant, as the Danes continued extremely riot- 
ous, and often nienaced the destruction of the ship, which 
there was much r^son to fear they would carry into execution : 
for although Lieutenant Willoughby had managed tp lock up 
the magazine^ he could not spare men to guard it, nor indeed 
would his whole p^y h^ve been sufficient to do so effectuaUy, 
gainst such oyerpqwering numbers as were then assembled 
on the lower-deck. He was therefore obliged to content him- 
self with guarding the hatchways until he receiyed assistance 
on the morning after the battle. 

From Copenhagea the Russel proceeded up llie Baltic^ 
where Lieutenant Willoughby had the misfortune to lose his 
commission under the following circumstances. 

Haying incurred the displeasure of Captain Cuming, whose 
general character is well known, that officer deprived him 
of the charge of a watch, ordered him to do the duty of 
signal Lieutenant, and forbade him ever to quit the poop, on 
(my oc^^ou whatever^ during day-tioie, without first ac- 
quainting the officer of the deck that he was about to do so, 
mdfw what purpose. This degrading order, mortifying 
q^s^ it Quist have been to a young man of high spirit, Lieu- 
t^umt Willoughby most pimctually obeyed; but, unfortu* 
nately, the wardroom dinner was one day announced ready 
just as Captain Cuming had entered into conversation vrith 
the gentleman to whom he must^ necessarily report his inten- 
tion of going below, and to iiyhom he imprudently repeated 
a wish; often expressed by every one of his messmates, but 
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which was aj; length to produce an effect that none of them 
l^d ever expected. 

Captain Cuming was bom near a borough town that gives 
its name to a beverage of which he was exceedingly fond^ and 
it seems th{^ he never sat down to dinner without expressing 
regret that he had none to o^er his guests^ On the unfortu- 
nate occasion to which we allude. Lieutenant Willough,by^ 
after acquaintii^ the officer of the watch th^^t he was going 
down to dine, added, ^^ I hope the caterer has provided some 
jishburton Pop ! " upon hearing which. Captain Cuming ac- 
cused hinx of contempt, placed him louder arrest^ and instantly 
applied for a court-martial, the result of which was his dis- 
missal, June 23, 1801, from a service that now justly boasts 
of him as one of its brightest ornaments. 

After leaving the Russel, Mr. WiUoughby joined the Levia- 
than 74, bearing the flag of Sir John T. Duckwoi^th, commaud- 
er-in-chief on the Jamaica station, that officer having kindly 
appointed hifn to act as a Lieutenant, and thereby afforded 
him an opportunity of recovering his lost rank. 

On the 17th July, 1803, being then off Cape Donna Maria, 
Mr, Willoughby, in aboat with only two midshipmen and seveu 
men, boarded and secured, after a row of seven or eight miles, 
I'Athenaise French national armed ship^ comnianded by a 
Lieutenant de frigate, and having on board about 50 persons, 
including sev^al military officers going Trom Jacquemel to 
Port-au-Prince, and who had not yet heard of the renewal of 
hostilities. 

During the remainder of the same year, the squadron un- 
der Sir John T. Duckworth was pjirticularly active and suc- 
cessful ; but the most important occurrence on that station 
was the capitulation of toe French army at Cape Fran9ois^ 
which led to the surrender of three 40-gun frigates, a brig of 
war, an armed schooner, two hospital-ships, and twenty, sail 
of merchantmen. 

According to the terms agreed upon between the senior of 
ficer of the blockading force and General Rochambeau, the 
Trench men of war were to keep their colours hoisted until 
they got outside of the harbomr, when they were eaph to di^ ', 
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charge a broadside in return to a shot fired athwart their* 
bows by one of the British ships, and then to make the usual 
token of submission. 

In this manner, la Surveillante frigate, the national brig, and 
one hospital-ship, came out, accompanied by three or four 
merchantmen, on the 30th Nov. ; but owing to a sudden 
shift of the wind, the others were prevented from following 
them ; and la Clorinde frigate, having grounded under Fort 
St. Joseph, at the entrance of the harbour, was in so despe* 
rate a situation that the light boats sent from the British 
squadron, to assist the French in removing out of the reach 
of Dessalines and his black adherents, were returning to their 
respective ships, supposing that nothing could save her from 
destruction. 

At this critical period, the launch of the Hercule 74, which 
had just been hoisted out, was proceeding towards the har- 
bour, under the command of Mr. Willoughby, who had re- 
moved to that ship on her being selected for the flag of Sir 
John T. Duckworth, in July 1803. 

Anxious to rescue the numerous Frenchmen on board la 
Clorinde from the certain fate that awaited them, whether they 
remained in her or swam to the shore, (for no quarter was 
then given by either the blacks or their opponents) ; at the 
same time feeling it to be disgraceful to the character of the 
British navy not to make an effort in their behalf, this zealous 
officer took upon himself the whole responsibility, and in- 
stantly pulled towards the grounded frigate *. 

Finding, as he approached la Clorinde, that her side was 
crowded with troops ready to spring into the launch, and fear- 
ing that some disaster would happen if he took his boat along- 
side, Mr. Willoughby searched for, and after some time found 
a small punt, in which he proceeded to the frigate, resolved 
to put in practice every resource to save her passengers and 
crew, amounting, as he soon found, to at least 900 men^ wo- 
men, and helpless children. 

• Mr. James erroneously states, that the Hercule's launch was among 
the rearmost of the boats which left la Gorinde to her fate. Sec Nav, HisL 
Vol. ill, p. 302. 
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Chi1)oard la Clorinde was the French Greneral Lapoype, to 
whom Mr. Willoughby represented, that, as by the terms of 
the capitulation, the ships and vessels of war were to haul 
down their colours when outside the harbour, it would not be 
a greater sacrifice of national honour, considering the situa- 
tion of the ship, she then heeling much and beating heavily, 
if he did so immediately and gave her up to him, ^' I will 
then,*' said Mr. Willoughby, " hoist English colours, wait 
upon Dessalines, and demand, not only that the British flag 
shall be respected, but that, if assistance cannot be procured 
from the shore, and la Clorinde is lost in the night, now fast 
approaching, the crew and passengers shall be considered as 
prisoners to the English, and protected as such until the se- 
nior officer has it in his power to send for them." 

General Lapoype readily assented to this proposal ; upon 
which Mr. Willoughby hoisted British colours, hailed Fort 
St. Joseph, and told the Haytian officer in command there 
that he wished to wait upon his chief. Permission was im* 
mediately granted, and Mr. Willoughby, after experiencing 
«ome difficulty in landing, obtained an interview with Des- 
salines, who received him kindly and promised all that he 
asked for. 

About this time, two or three other boats arrived from the 
Hercule ; and a favorable change taking place in the weather, 
la Clorinde was soon hove off, with the loss of her guns and 
rudder, but without having sustained any material damage. 
^^ Thus to the uncommon exertions and professional aJbilitie9. 
of editing Lieutenant Willofughhy^* were owing the preserva- 
tion of so many people, and the acquisition to the British navy 
of a frigate, which continued for many years afterwards to be 
one of the finest of the 38-gun class. 

We have reason to believe that Mr. Willoughby was res- 
tored to the rank of Lieutenant for his excellent conduct at 
Cape Fran9ois, the commander-in-chief having recommended 

him most strongly to the protection of the Admiralty, in the 
despatch which we have just quoted *. 

" Sir John T. Duckworth's official letter to Sir Evan Nepean, datec 
Dec. 18y 1803. — N. B. The preservation of la Clorinde is noticed in Nicho- 
las's Imperial Encyclopedia^ and also in Rainsford's Hayti. 
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On the Slst Jan. 180^ a squadron consistii^ of the The- 
«en8749 Captain JohnBligfa<| senioc officer ; Herade^ Captam 
Bichard Dalliog Dunn ; Blanche and Rque frigates^ Captains 
Zacbary Madge and Charles B. H. Boss ; and Gipsy 
schooner^ commanded by Mr. Michael Fitton^ arrived off 
the town of St. Ann^ Cnra^oa; having been sent by Sir John 
T. Ihickworth to demand the surrender of that island upon 
liberal conditipus, and in case of a refusal, to endeavour to 
TfsducQ it by force. The foUowmg is an outUne ol the ^^e- 
rations that ensued ; and by comparing it with the account 
given by Mr. James, our readers will he enabled to correct 
several material errors in that part of his naval history. 

Cs^ptain Boss having embai^ked on board the Gipsy, was 
despatched with a flag of truce and a summons to the Dutch 
gjqvemor, to surrender the colony to the British. At 9-30 
A.M., the Gipsy stood out of the harbour, with a preconcerted 
signal displayed, announcing that the proposed terms had 
been rejected. 

" The passage Into the harboor h so oarrow, that even with a ^r wind, 
(and it now blew off the land) a line-of-battle ship can with difficulty 
enter ; and the batteries that command the harbour and town^ including 
Fort lUpublique^ against which, from its situation, an attack by storm is 
impracdcable, mounted nearly 100 pieces of cannon. In the harbour were 
lyi^ the Datdi 36-gun fr^te Hatslaar, and two French privateers. Under 
these idrcumstanceSy no alternative reouuned but to try the effsct of abiid- 
ifljg. Leaving, therefore, the two fiigates, as well to blockade the harboiu; 
as to cause a diversion of the enemy's force^. Caption Bligh, with the two 
74*8 and schooner, bore up for a small cove which had been pointed out by 
Mr. Fitton as the most eli^ble spot for effecting a disembarkation. •'* 

According to a previous arrangement^ the boats of the squa* 
dron, containing 605 officers, seamen, and marines, had as« 
sembled alongside the Hercule ; and the whole detachment 
was placed mider the orders of Ciqptain Dmm. 

** In passing Fort Amstenlam, situated on the S. E. side of the entrance 
to St. Ann, the two 74*s were fired at, but without effect, the diot £dling 
short. At 11-30, Fort Piscadero, mounting ^0 Dutch 12-pounders, and 
protecting the intended point of disembarkation, opened a fire. This was 
immediately returned by the Theseus, within half-musket shot, although 
the ship was unable to remain alongside owing to a strong head wind and 
lee correot. By makipg short tacks^ however^ the Thesi^as brought her guns 



* Jamei, v. iii^ p. i\4. 
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tQ bel^' with such efkct, that the fort fired only m occasional gun when th^ 
ehip was in stays. At 1 P. M. the first division of seamen and marine^ 
in the boats stormed and carried the fort without loss, and struck the 
Dutch colours, which the enemy, on retreating, had left flying. By a 
rapid movement, the British,'' under the command of lAeutenant WU^ 
hugkby, '* reached the heights, and, with the loss of only 4 or 5 killed uitf 
wpundedt drove the Dutch soldiers from their position. This done, tho 
repaiunder of the seamen and marines were landed, and the Gipsy schoo- 
ner anchored in the cove.*" 

On the 1st Feb. two 18-pounder carronades and a light 
field-piece were landed from the Theseus, and, with great 
difficulty, dragged four miles to the advanced post, situated 
about eight hundred yards to the westward of the town, 
which it in part overlooked. This post was placed under the 
command of Lieutenant Willoughby ; and a battery erected 
near it was confided to the charge of Mr, Eaton Traverg^ 
midshipman, who had most gallantly supported him at the 
storming of Piscadero, &c. 

On the 2d and 3d, two long 18- pounders, four more carro- 
nades, and one or two field-pieces were brought on shore and 
mounted. A Dutch 12-pounder, also, was transported from 
the fort to JVillaughby^s battery ^ and a constant fire kept up 
between the adverse parties, 

^^ On the evening of the 4th, there was a smart skirmish 
between the British at the advanced post, and the enemy's 
sharp-shooters, in which the latter were repulsed y and on the 
morning pf the 5th, a more serious affair took placpf'* in front 
of that battery, Lieutenant Willoughby having marched 
out with nearly his whole force^ consisting of about 80 or 
85 seamen and marines, for the eatress purpose of giving 
battle to aJbout 500 Dutch and French, the latter privateers* 
men, who had landed their guns, and mounted them in a bat- 
tery of their own construction. On this occasion the British 
again defeated their adversaries, but sustained a loss of 23 
kUled and wounded, the whole in fair fight with mulcts 
alone, not a man having suffered ^^ from the cannon of Fort 
Bepublique." The senior marine officer, serving under Lieu* 

* James, v. iii^ p, 415, 
t Id. p. 416. 
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tmuni ff^itUmghhy^M command^ wai Mr. Edward Nidiirib ; 
and bin principal naval aasiatant^ the midshipman above men- 
tii>ned« 

The cannonadebetireen the batteries was resumed on theOth 
Feb* \ but lieutenant Wiiloughby^ finding it in vain to point 
any of his guns at fort R^publique, directed them against Fort 
Atn»Urtlam and the shipping : the Hatslaar would probably 
have been destroyed had not two large merchant vessels, 
purposely placed I)etwcen her and the shore^ received almost 
every shot intended for that frigate; 

*^ In this way passed a number of successive days, the force 
of the Urltlnh gradually decreasing, not merely by loss from 
the cannon of the forts, and in the different skirmishes, but 
from fatigue and sickness^," till at length, the only officers 
left at the advanced battery, of those originally stationed 
ihi»r0i were Lieutenant Willoughby and his right-hand man^ 
Mr. Eiitou Travcrs. 6Ji men were obliged to be re-em- 
barkedi owing to an attack of dysentery ; ^^ a circumstance 
nut to be wondered at, considering that both officers and 
men lay upon tlie ground, without any of those conveniences 
ileemed indispensable in the encampment of an army. The 
force of the Dutch too, instead of amounting to only IGO re- 
Kulom,'^ as Sir John 1\ Duckworth had been led to beUeve, 
*^ consisted of 250 effective men, besides a body of local mili- 
tla^ and the crews of the vessels in the harbour. In addition 
to all this» the Dutch learnt by deserters, 9 of whom quit- 
te<l in one night, the weak state of the British force, and that 
the sqxiadrun must soon raise the blockade for want of pro* 
visions t%" 

In this state of affairs. Captain Bligh despatched Mr. FiHon 
lO apprise the eommandcr-iu-diief of his intention, unless any 
tlui^ Cavvvr^l^ stioald happen, to re-embark his people ett 
the 4th of March. In the course of the same day, Feb« ^ 
tKe Dutch leoeived a neinfoccemenl ; and in the eveiuBac the 
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Pique was ob^ed to depart for Jamaica, on account of hav- 
ing damaged her rudder. 

About 30 of the Hercule's marines were Poles, part of the 
prisoners taken at Cape Fran9ois, and who had been allowed 
to enter the British service. On the 24th Feb., these men 
evinced so clear an intention of going over to the enemy, that 
they were obliged to be sent on board their ship with all 
haste. The re-embarkation of the whole remaining force 
could JDow no longer be delayed ; and on the 25th, by 9 P. M. 
every person had quitted the shore, except two small parties 
under Lieutenant John B. Hills and the subject of this me- 
moir ; the former left to destroy fort Piscadero, the latter 
remaining behind to cover the retreat from his own batteries 
and head quarters. After continuing there about three quar- 
ters df an hour, without receiving any annoyance from the 
enemy. Lieutenant Willoughby joined his brother officer^ 
assisted at the demolition of the works, and embarked with 
iiim in the same boat, at 11 P. M. 

According to the official returns, the loss of the British, in 
the different skirmishes that had taken place, amounted to 18 
killed and 42 wounded ; but many other men, not reported in 
the latter list, were obliged to be embarked from time to 
time, in consequence of the ulceration of bruises and slight 
wounds, which when first received were considered unworthy 
of notice : the circumstances under which Lieutenant Samuel 
Perrot, R. M., lost an arm, are so extraordinary as to be 
worthy a recital. 

During the 25 days that the advanced post was held by 
the British, Lieutenant Willoughby frequently took his meals 
in an exposed situation, but not, as Mr. James soySy sitting in 
a chair upon the breast-work of the battery. ^^ The earth 
was ploughed up all around, and one man, we believe, was 
killed close to the spot ; but still the table and chair, and the 
daring officer who sat there, remained untouched.^' One 
afternoon, Mr. Perrot was induced to occupy Lieutenant 
Willoughby's usual seat ; but ^^ scarcely had he done so, when 
a shot came, took off his left arm, badly wounded the knee 
upon which it had been resting, and knocked the table to 
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Ittotnd ^/' We should here obscire, that Lieutenant WiU 
loughby, instead of being unwarrantably reckless of his per*- 
son, had good reasons for exposing himself in the way he 
ffid^r-^the novelty of serving against an enemy ashore having 
Bbon worn off, the severe daties to be performed by Ihe hand- 
fcil bf men at the advanced post, the great privations every 
one stifiered, the extraordinary large proportion of killed and 
wonnded, the numbers taken sick, and the utter hopelessness 
of ultimate success, all combined to depress the spirits of his 
party, and rendered it highly necessary that he should set a 
more than common example of cheerfulness and daring. 
We must here add, that he always obliged the seamen and 
marines to take their meals under cover of the rampart. 

On the 14th Mar. 1804, we find Lieutenant Willoughby 
commanding the Hercule's launch, and with two light' boats 
nnder his orders, capturing la Felicity French privateer, which 
vessel had sailed firom one of the Spanish ports in St. Do-* 
mingo for the express purpose of intercepting two valuable 
homeward bound merchantmen, then about to sail from Port 
ttoyal, and of whose approaching departure her commander 
had been apprised by the master of a neutral vessel. On thi» 
occasion, the weather being perfectly calm, and the launch 
Imving an 18-pounder cannonade mounted, lieutenant Wil- 
loughby directed the other boats to tow him within grape- 
diot distance of the enemy, and then to lay off on his beam 
wfaOst he engaged and rowed up to her. In the action which 
ensued the launch had a midshipman (Mr. Greorge Lawrence 
Be&i) and two men severely wounded : her consorts, com- 
iiianded by lieutenant Russd and Mr. Travers, were not 
fired upon, and consequently sustained no loss, the enemy 
liaving struck without waiting to be board)^. 

In consequence of his gallant and exceUent conduct on so 
inany occasions, Mr. l^^oughby Was, about this period, or- 
dered by Sir J. T. Dudcwoith to take upon Imnself the ofBce 
of first Lieutenant ; and in that capacity we find him setting 
another eicample of intrej^idity to those about him. 
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Towards the latter end of Aug. 1804, the Hercule suledoti 
a cruise to the northward of St. Domingo^ in company with the 
Theseus 74, bearing the flag of Rear- Admiral Dacres ; and 
on the 6th Sept., she encountered as sudden and severe a hnb- 
ricane as ever was experienced : — ^the SUver Kejr^ then bear- 
ing about S. W., distant 54 miles. 

At this period Lieutenant Willoughby was ill, and in the 
doctor's list ; but knowing that the ship was by no means pre- 
pared for suefa a tremendous visitation, he resumed his duty 
the moment the storm commenced. 

Scarcely had he reached the deck when the fore-top-mast 
was literally blown over the side, and to his astonishment^ 
although the Hercule had a fine ship's company, not a man 
stirred to dear the wreck. Seeing that even the oldest seil- 
men were either appalled or paralyzed, he immediately ran 
forward and mounted into the fore top, followed by Lieute- 
nant Kttssel and Mr. Stewart the ganner, with whose assist- 
ance he succeeded in cutting away the wrieck, aJad thereby 
saving the lower mast, which was previously in a tittering 
fitate. In a short time afterwards^ the mizoi-mast weni fa^ 
the board ; and neict mornings the main-mast was likewise 
rolled away. 

lie whole of the mttnnieck ports and dead-lights beijdlg 
stove in, and the ship labouring so much as to render it almost 
impossible for the people to regain at the winches, the wati^ 
in the hoM gained u^on the ^umps for a very cbnsideiable 
iperibd ; but by tiie umted and eJctraordSnary exertions of the 
officers smd men, tbey were at length got to suck> and on the 
third day a fire> was lighted for the first time since the begin- 
ning of the storm. 

The Theseud lioat all hei* masts ; and being an old ship^ 
slie buffered still more in eve^ respect than her cckisort. It 
has been ascertained, that upwards of 300 vessels either 
foundered or were tiotally wrecked during this dreadful hur- 
ticane. 

On the 1st Feb. 1805, the Hercule captured a merehtet 
schooner of About 30 tons bartfaeh, firom Cuba bound to 
Catthagietla ; abd one of t^ ptrisanets having given infimna- 
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rtion that a fine Spanish corvette, of 20 guns and 130 meif ^ 
was lying at St. Martha, Lieutenant Willoughby immediateljr 
volunteered to attack her ; but it was not until after three 
days importunity that Captain Dunn would comply with hia 
wishes. On the 4th Feb., himself, 3 passed midshipmen^ 
and 30 volunteers, all young and active, parted company in 
the prize, taking with them 14 days' provisions. During the 
first two nights, it blew so very hard that the vessel was 
«very minute expected to go down, the sea breaking over her 
in such a manner as rendered it impossible for a man to rc^ 
main at the helm, or for the hatches to be opened in order to 
get rid of the cargo. On the 6th, his little bark having wea- 
thered the storm, lieutenant Willoughby stood into the 
harbour of St. Martha ; a midshipman (the present Captain 
Samuel Roberts, C. B.) at the helm, with a check shirt on, 
his head decorated with a French kerchief, and his face and 
hands blackened with burnt cork and grease. All the rest of 
the gallant band below, except two men ; one a black the other 
a mulatto. The schooner being well known, this deception 
hiEid the desired effect : no interruption wa& given to her a» 
she passed the batteries, and every thing seemed, to promise 
success : unfortunately, however, the corvette had sailed a^ 
few dayis before; and there was not another vessel at the 
anchorage worth brlngii^ out. Mortified in the extreme, 
lieutenant Willoughby now put about : the enemy on shore 
discovered the ruse that he had been practising, and the bat- 
teries on the island that protects the harbour immediately 
opened upon him, keeping up a steady fire for more than 
half an hour, but luckily without once striking his diminutive 
and slightly built vessel : — had she been hulled by a single 
shot, the consequences would in all probability have been 
fetal, as she wsis very rotten, and had not a boat of any des- 
cription belonging to her. 

This enterprise appeal^ to have been one of the most 
hazardous ever recorded ; and we leave our readers to judge 
what were the feelings of Lieutenant Willoughby, then first 
df a flag-ship, on finding that the opportunity of stamping his 
•disracter as a hero was denied him. Had the corvette been 
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found at the anchorage of St. Martha^ we have no doubt that 
she would have met with a similar fate to the Hermione *, 
in which case he would have been appointed to command 
her^ and a new line marked out for his future career in life. 
His subsequent exploits sufficiently prove what an example 
he would have set to those who accompanied him in Feb, 
1805, 

On the last day of that month. Sir John T, Duckworth 
appointed Lieutenant Willoughby first of the Acasta frigate, 
in which ship he himself was about to return home, fully 
expecting that his prot^g^ would be promoted immediately 
he struck his flag, and that he should be able to obtain him 
the command ^^ of a fine sloop" as soon as he arrived in 
London. The Vice-Admiral's court-martial, however, put 
an end to these flattering prospects, and the subject c/f this 
memoir was consequently obliged to serve as a Lieutenant 
*or at least two years longer f. 

Mr. Willoughby's subsequent appointments were, Aug. 1 1, 

1805, to the Prince 98, Captain Richard Grindall ; Dec. 28, 

1806, to the Formidable 98, Captain Francis Fayerman ; 
and Jan. 15, 1807, to the Royal George 110, bearing the flag 
of Sir John T. Duckworth, who was then about to proceed 
on an expedition against Constantinople X* 

The accidental destruction of the Ajax, an 80-gun ship 
belonging to Sir John Duckworth's squadron, has been no- 
ticed at p. 648 of vol. I, Lieutenant Willoughby's humane 
exertions and miraculous escape on that occasion, are worthy 
of particular mention. 

• See Vol. I, Part II, pp. 823-826. 

t Sir John T. Duckworth was tried on charges preferred against him 
by Gaptun (now Sir James) A. Wood, whom he had unjustifiably dispos- 
sessed of the command of the Acasta, a circumstance noticed at p. 794 of 
Vol. I. ; and, although he managed to obtain an acquittal, he did not retain 
sufficient influence to get any of his followers promoted. 

X See Vol. I. pp. 316, 798, and 808 et seq, N.B. The following correc- 
tions should be made at p. 318 of that volume ^-r^/or 100,000, read near 
200,000 : and at the end of the same paragraph, /or force consisted of 
eight ships of the line, two frigates, and two brigs, rea^ force now consisted 
of seven sail of the line, two frigates, and two bombs.' '' " 

SUPPL. PART II. K 
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At the time of thi^ dreadful dii^sj^r, the Ajax was lying at 
anchor close to the Royal Qeorg^^ and as her cable was soon 
burnt, the latter, was obliged to cut and run out of her way. 
Vpon the first alarm of fire. Lieutenant WiUoughby had 
hastened in a cutter to th^ assistance of the unfortunate ship's 
company, and he yery soon rescued as many men from a 
watery grave as his boat could possibly float with ; numbers, 
however, were stiB ^urroun^ng him — some swimming, others 
icHnging to various buoyant articles, and many on the point of 
sinking, for want of that aid which it was impossible for him 
to. render them ; the cutter's gunw^l^ being only a few 
inches clear of the water, s^thougl^ roasts, sails, and every 
<H^her moveable article, except two or three oa^s, had been 
ti^wn overboard to. lighten bc*r. The Admiral was then so 
f(Mr offj that to reach the Royal> QeOTg^, or iudei^d any other 
Qhip, wa$ quite impracticable ; but, fortunately, some, launches 
and barges at length arrived, receive4 the poqr fdlows 
,^ready say^d by the light boat§ ot the sqv^a^qn^ a^id con- 
tib(iu.ed to dO; so uatil tiey irfsp were crowded. The Ajax, all 
tlids time, wan drifting tpiiva^d^ the island of Tenedos, with 
hfpr stje^n.s^d brqa^pide alternately pres^ted to thp M^ind. 

Ld^utejoiai^ WiUoughby had' pi^k^ up and, discl^arged a 
second boat load, and was agai^ neariyfiUed with peogl?. who 
I^ bec^sp. long in the watep that tl^ey w^re neady insensible, 
whenk^ (j^.9iBrved the Ajax ^juind, tp^ an4,at:the same time 
«y?yerft! men hangii^g by rd^,^^ di^ectiympdc^i; h^rh^adt. 

Trusting tlmt he should be able tq resciif. tiwse me%and 
get clear of the ship before she again fell,p|^ ^^ientenifljit. Wil- 
loughby procured some more oars from o^her boats, then 
immediately dashed towards, her, and succe.eded in ,the first 
part of his object ; but not until the burning fab;ric was once 
more right before the wind, with the cutter across her hawse^ 
and flames issuing from every part of her hull and rigging. 

To extricate himself from this unparalleled state of danger 
without the Divine aid was impossible ; for ev£ry moment 
increased the velocity with which the Ajax was going through 
t^e. water, while the sea she threw up at her bows threatened 
his small boat with instant destruction : to add to the horror 
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6f his sitoation^ t^e men who had been lying apparently half 
dead^ in the bottom of the cutter, endeavoured to get upon 
thcii* leg», and greatly increased the confusion which very 
naturally prevailed among his crew. Dreadful as the scene 
l^en was, a most appalling circumstance soon took place, as 
if to* prove the possibility of his situation being rendered still 
more terrific. 

Whilst the Ajax was propelling the cutter in the above 
itlarming manner, the flames reached the shank-painter and 
stopper of her remaining bower anchor, and it fell from her 
bows, nearly effecting the destruction of the boat at its first 
dash in the water : the cable caught her outer gunwale, over 
which it ran, apparently a complete sheet of fire : orders, or* 
exertion and presence of mind, were now out of the question : 
dieath to all appeared inevitable ; the only alternative left was 
to be burnt or drowned, fbr every one was too much exhausted 
to swim : the scene was altogether indescribable. The boats 
at a distance saw that the cutter was enveloped in a sheet of 
Are, aiid therefore considered it impossible to assist her : all 
tiiat Lieutenant Willoughby and his companions could do, 
while the cable was running over and binding her montf 
firmly to the ship, was to keep the sparks and flames as much 
afr possible from the uncovered parts of their persons. Pro- 
videntially, however, although the inner portion of the cable 
bad been burnt through, the anchor took the ground, and 
gave the ship's head a check to windward, before the lesls 
consumed part had entirely left the tier ) and thus the very 
etent which seemed to fix the doom of the cutter, was, in all 
probability, ordained by the Almighty for her preservation, 
tSie idteration in the ship's position enabling her to get cleat ; 
but not before every individual in her was more or less dread- 
fully scorched, and the heat no longer to be borne. Among 
those who shared in the above unprecedented dangers, vras 
Nevih Kerr, Esq. one of the principal Turkey merchants, 
whom Lieutenant Willoughby had just before picked up iH a* 
very exhausted state. 

^ Byreference to p. 317 et seq., of Vol.1., it willbe seen-thafc^ 
the British squadron passed the Dardanelles, Feb. 19, 18Q7 } 

k2 
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and^ on the 20th, brought up about 8 miles from the Turkid^ 
capitaL "At 10 o'clock/' says Sir J.T.Duckworth,"! 
sent Captain Capel, in the Endymion, to anchor near the 
town, if the wind, which was light, would permit the ship to 
stem the current ; and to convey the Ambassador's despatches 
to the Sublime Porte, in the morning, by a flag of truce ; 
but he found it impracticable to get within 4 miles, and con- 
sequently anchored at half-past IIP. M." 

At this latter period. Lieutenant Willoughby received an 
order to hold himself in readiness to leave the ship with a flag 
of truce, early enough to reach Seraglio Point by the first 
break of day : his surprise at being selected for such an im- 
portant service was only equalled by the pleasure he felt on 
the occasion. 

About 2-30 A. M. Lieutenant Willoughby shoved off, 
taking with him a letter from the Hon. William Arbuthnot 
to the Grand Vizier, demanding the surrender of all the 
Turkish men of war, with stores sufficient for their equip- 
ment ; and promising that, in case a favorable answer was 
given, every hostile demonstration should immediately cease* 
Lieutenant Willoughby was also charged with an energetic 
message from the Ambassador and Vice-Admiral, allowing 
the Grand Seignor only half an hour, after the translation of 
the letter, to determine upon peace or war. We should here 
particularly remark, that the British Minister had hitherto 
failed in obtaining an answer to any of his despatches. 

Accompanied by Mr. Arbuthnot's dragoman *, Lieutenant 
Willoughby arrived close to Seraglio Point by day-break ; at 
which time numerous vessels and boats, of every shape and 
size, crowded with men, were rapidly passing over from the 
Natolian shore to protect Constantinople. 

Ignorant of the nature of a flag of truce, many of this hete- 
rogeneous flotilla fired at Lieutenant Willoughby's unarmed 
boat, as they passed a-head of her, thereby obliging him to. 
increase his distance from them y even the regular sentries at 
the point invariably opened their fire whenever he attempted 
to near it ; and to add to his embarrassment, the dragoman, 

* loterpreter. 
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who had resided nearly all his life at Constantinople, generally 
attached to the British embassy, grew so alarmed and 
nervous, that he used every argument that fear could dictate, 
or his knowledge of the Turkish character inspire him with, 
to return to the Royal George. Lieutenant Willoughby, 
however, although aware that the Porte had hitherto treated 
Mr. Arbuthnot's representations with silent contempt, and 
that the destruction of the Ottoman squadron, off Point 
Pesquies, would naturally enrage both the government and 
the populace, felt the importance of delivering the above letter 
and message to be so very great, as it would afford him an 
excellent opportunity of reconnoitring, that he determined to 
persevere, whatever might befal him at such a moment of 
general excitement *. 

After many ineffectual attempts to open a communication. 
Lieutenant Willoughby was at length allowed to approach 
Seraglio Point, near which a large gun-boat was stationed to 
receive him. Having explained to her commander that he 
was charged with a letter from the British Ambassador, and 
that he had orders, if possible, to communicate with the 
Turkish government, an ofiBicer came off from the point and 
riequested that he would accompany him to the Grand Vizier. 
This oflScer proved to be Ysak Bey, of whom mention- is 
made in Sir John T. Duckworth's despatches of Mar. 6, 1807. 

On his way to the dock-yard. Lieutenant Willoughby was 
ienabled to reconnoitre the different military positions, &c. ; 
and from having read and heard much of the sluggishness of 
the Turks, he was astonished to find the whole harbour exhi- 
biting as much energy and activity as could have been shown 
in any English port under similar circumstances. On land- 
ing, the same hostile spirit displayed itself; and before he left 
the naval' arsenal, he felt perfectly convinced that but little 
good would be effected by negociation. 

The first house Lieutenant Willoughby entered was the 
residence of Ysak Bey, who pretended sudden indisposition, 
and left his guest several times, evidently for the purpose of 

* The afiair At Navariu proves how little flags of truce are reapected 
by the Turks. 
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detaining him until the breeze should die away, which wan 
then favorable for an attack. 

To put an end to this farce. Lieutenant WiUoughT)y rose, 
ordered the dragoman to say that he would wait no longer^ 
and that he was determined to return on board ; upon which 
Vsak Bey replied he would conduct him to the Grand Vizier* 

After a short walk, Lieutenant Willoughby found himself at 
the entrance pf a large building, and was speedily ushered 
into a superb saloon, where 6 or 7 persons of consequenoa 
were seated. In about a quarter of an hour after, the wludo 
Divan assembled, aud the Grand Vizier was made acquidnted 
with the object of the Lieutenant's visit ; the contents of Mr. 
Arbvitlmot's letter, and Sir J. T. Duckworth's message, being 
translated and communicated to him by the dragoman. 
. A conference, in whispers, now took place ; during which 
pipes, sherbet, and coffee were passed round, according to 
Oriental custom. Of the latter, Ldeutenant Willoughby par* 
took ; as he had also done at the house of Ysak Bey. 

Finding from the conversation^ or rather the repeated ques^ 
Uons addressed to him through the dragoman, that the Grrand 
Vizier was still trying to gain time ; and having been strictly 
enjoined only to ^low a stated period to elapse after the de- 
livery of the Admiral's message, Lieutenant Willoughby roae 
to the very mpmept bis orders permitted him to remsdn, and 
demanded with firmness, but in the most respectful manoer, 
the answer he was to take back, and pernussion to depart ( 
both of which were immediately given. 

On his return to the Turkish gun-boat. Lieutenant Wil« 
loughby was again escorted by Ysak Bey, who took bold of 
bid arm in a familiar manner^ as if for support, although he 
had not betrayed the least symptom of indisposition white 
attending the Divan. In all probability, however, this 
ruse was of service to the British officer; for although 
Ysak gained time for hi^ countrymen to complete their 
warlike preparations, by obliging his companion to walk at a 
very slow pace, he thereby led the immense mob to believe 
that the negociation was proceeding in a friendly manner : 
had the armed rabble, then collected at Constantinople, been 
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«wAre that a British Admiral, with only seven sail of the linie, 
two frigates, cind two bombs, neither of them having a single 
soldier on board, had demanded the surrender, without resi)3t- 
a»ce, of tw}:^ three-dechers, tell other line-of-battle ships^ 
iilne frigate^, and numerous small craft, protected by '^ a chain 
of bitterie^," and ready to be defended by '^ near 200,000 
trcfbps^*' from the enthusiastic janizary to the wild arab, there 
cannot be a doubt that Lieutenant Willoughby, tile dragoman^ 
and the £lhgliBh boat'6 ctlsWj would all have falleii victims to 
th(6 iiilitilt^ feding of the proudest and most haughty natiote 
in Btirc^. 

Lieutenant Willoi^by took leave of Ysak Bsy, oft Seraglio 
Poiikt, betwe^ii 9-30 and 10 A.M., at which tiitlie the Wind 
Was ^till fsivOt^ble for the BHtish to attax^ Cdiistemtinople. 
Adtious tb see decii^ive tneasures adopted^ aiid knowing What 
the r%dUlt of the expeilition would otherwise be, he imme- 
diately J^roceeded on board the Endymion, communicated^ bf 
telegraph, to Sir John T. Duckworth, the answer he had t^^ 
ceiVeS ('^ a ne^ciator will be sent off to the British Admiral 
at libon"),' aiid then pulled for the Royal George; in order to 
afford eveii^ iriforinatioti which his bhief might rlsqtdre, as td 
the state of thl^TUirki^ fleets the battering, &c. 

« At noon of the 2lst./' says Sir John T. Iltickworth, 
^^ TMk Bey catn^ 6ff $ trbvA whose exptessiohs Mi*. Arbuth- 
not thought It iihpOs^ible not td believe that, in the head ot 
the government there really existed a sincere desire for peace, 
and the negocidtion was carried on till the 27th ;'' but not one 
wtH-d doei» he mention aboiit Lieutehaiit Willougbby, 6Tf hisl 
delieat^ this^ion. To the klescopes on boatd tUb Rojr&I 
George, and not to the information ol)taihed from his zealous 
subaltern, does he acknowledge himself indebted for the in- 
telligence^ ^^ that the time granted the Sublime Porte to take 
it^ decidoh had been employed in warping the ships of wicr 
into places more susceptible of defence, arid in Cdtistruedng 
batteries along the coast, therefore rendering it his dutgr to 
lose no time */* 

This, however, is not to us so much a matter of wonder, 
* Extract of his correspondence, as translated from the Mooiteor; 
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when we remember that even the name of Captaui Dunn, his 
old and faithful follower, did not appear in either of the public 
letters which he wrote concerning that abortive expedition ; 
although an officer of the same rank, who volunteered to serve 
in the Royal George, after the accidental destruction of his 
own ship, is highly praised '^ for his able assistance in regu- 
lating the fire of the middle and lower decks,'' when first 
passing the Dardanelles *-^ 

To prevent any*misconception on the part of the future 
historian, we must here add, that Lieutenant Willoughby was 
the only officer that landed at Constantinople, after the flight 
of the British Ambassador and merchants ; and that, if he had 
failed in obtaining an interview with the Grand Vizier, it is 
niore than likely that the Turkish government would not have 
deigned to communicate with the British authorities, after 
contemptuously neglecting to notice, either their former 
threats or persuasions. The situation in which Lieutenant 
Willoughby was so unexpectedly placed, appears to us to 
have been one of the most extraordinary and dangerous 
nature : no one but a man of the strongest nerve could possi- 
bly have acquitted himself as he did ; and no officer could have 
more acutely felt the official neglect which he experienced. 

On the day previous to Sir John T. Duckworth's retreat 
from before Constantinople, he addressed a letter to Lord 
Collingwood, of which the following is an extract : — 

" My Lord, — I have to inform your Lordship, that it was perceived at 
nine o'clock yesterday morning, that the Turks had landed on the island 
of Prota, near which the squadron was anchored, and were erecting a battery 
in a position to annoy us : I immediately ordered the marines of the squa- 
dron to be prepared for landing, and the boats to be manned and armed ; 
the Repulse, with the Lucifer, having been directed to cover them, they 
proceeded towards the island. The Turks, on the ships firing a few grape 
to scour the beach, quitted the island in their boats, when all but one bo«t 
with eleven men escaped ; the which, with two guns they had intended to 
mount, fell into our possession." 

On this occasion. Lieutenant Willoughby commanded a 

* See Vol. L p. 649 et seq; — and make the following correction in the 
^•^le * at p. 803, /br the name of each of the Captains, read the names of 
■il tkptauii. 
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doubles-banked cutter, in which he was lying off upon his 
oars, waiting for the boats of the squadron to assemble near 
the Royal George, at the time when the enemy began to re- 
embark. Perceiving that they were exerting themselves to 
reach the Asiatic shore, and tiiat the whole would escape if 
not attacked before all the British boats could be got toge- 
ther, he immediately dashed on towards their main body, 
obliged the two stemmost boats to alter their course, and 
gave way to board the nearest. 

During the pursuit, the boats thus cut off ran alongside of 
each other, apparently to exchange some men, but separated 
again in a minute or two, and continued pulling with great 
velocity towards the main land. On approaching pretty close 
to them. Lieutenant Willoughby distinctly saw that one was 
manned with about 20 Greeks, and that the other had a Turkish 
crew, 13 in number : the former soon ceased rowing, held 
their hands up, and cried for mercy. No honour could be 
gained by capturing them, and they were, therefore, allowed 
to escape. After exchanging a few musket-shot with the 
Turks, they likewise laid in their oars ; and when Lieutenant 
Willoughby arrived within about twenty yards of them, their 
chief took bis sword by the point, and presented the handle 
to him, thereby indicating that he surrendered. 

Having continued to advance, Lieutenant Willoughby was 
about to take hold of the sword thus offered in token of sub- 
mission, when, to his great astonishment, two Turks pointed 
their pistols towards the stem of his boat, and fired, killing 
one man and mortally wounding another. Enraged at this 
treacherous act, the remainder of the British sailors would 
instantly have commenced an indiscriminate slaughter ; but 
as Lieutenant Willoughby had bept his eye constantly fixed 
upon the Turkish officer, he felt convinced that it was not 
connived at by him, and therefore he would only allow the 
two guilty individuals to be slain — of the others not a man 
was hurt. 

The principal captive taken by Lieutenant Willoughby 
proved to be a person of rank ; and as the Turks had just 
before captured the Endymion's jolly-boat, with a young 
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nuidsb^iifiah tmd four lluli> hJB was allowed to depart from 
ttf^ RO]^ Greorge^ for the purpose of endeavouring to effect 
aii excb&nge of priBoners, pi^mising that he would return^ 
and again Burrend^ himself in case of failure : no exchange^ 
hdWerer, took pl^H^ 5 ntekhc^ did the Turkish officer ever 
afterWatds 'mak^ his appearance^ although^ if we are not 
greatly in error, he had been sworn^ on his own copy of the 
Alcoran^ to do so^ Mr, Harwell^ the midshipman alluded to 
above, and his unfortunate juvenile boat's crew, were detained 
on board the dhip of the Capitan J^ey until she was tiakeh by 
t%6 RuBsiai^B^ off L^ihffos, July 1, 1807* 

Another affidr> in which Lieutenant Willoughby was thift 
cbttim^ding officer^ and bile of the prilit^ij^al sufferers> is tbnfe 
describfed by Sii» Johti T. Dtlckworth :— 

^ At half-after two o'dock lA ihe aftemoob'' (Feb. 27) '' Sir thoimt 
Lotdft" (the third in commaDd of the sqtutdroii) '* seut to inform kiie, that 
ho hid recei?ed intdligislice of a small number of Turks being still on the 
island, and requesting permission to send marines to take them ; my reply 
waSj, that no risk whatever must be run, but if it conid be etfected without 
hazarding tl^e people, it m^lit ; ahd a pdTty of th6 Caiiopus's marines was 
ittiiitecUately sent on shore in c^dns^quebee, ivith the most posidve orders to 
Cbpfun Kfeht, from Sir Thomas Lbdis, not to pursue the object if he foand 
it' ^ttend^ mth any haaard. At fbulr o'clock th« (larty on shore made th^ 
signal for assistance, and the maiines and boats were directly ordered away 
from the Royal George, Windsor Castle, and Standard, with particular 
directions to bring off the Canopus's people, but to avoid being drawn intQ 
daj^er. A little before siiil-s'et, Afar officer was despatched with orders for 
th^ whol^ tb return on boaifd. 

' Oil the return of the boatt, which was not until after dark, I heard mtH 
the deepest regret of the loss we had sustained, a list of which I herewith 
transmit * ; and do most particularly lament Lieutenant Belli, a young of- 
ficer of the feurest promise, who had never served but with myself. To 
account in some degree for this unlucky affair, it appears that the informa- 
tion of a few Turks only having rethained on the islarid ivas entirely fidse, 
08 nearly one hondred of tliem had retired to dn old cdnveni, froih loop^ 
botes itt the walls of which they defended themselves with musketry.. The 
people of the Ganopus had in the first instance advanced close onder the 
walls, and in endeavouring to relieve them from their unpleasant situation^ 
the others suffered/' 

On this, as on the former occasion, Lientenaiif Willoughby 

• Total, 2 officers, 4 seamen, and 1 marine killed ; 2 officers, 3 mid- 
shipmeft, 6 seW^n, bA&S dfftiines mmtftkd. 
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pushed on wkbout waiUog i6t the 'dt^taehment of boeto icr 
assemble* On landing at Prota he foubd t^at the mktmtB^' 
the Canopus had attacked a large baUdJhg«itutited tm an eitdu 
nence in the centre of the island^ buMranded with a stvotag 
iron railing, and defended by at kiist dne hundred Ttirkis^ two 
or three of whom were firing through each of ita nnmerooii. 
loop-holes and windows. An attempt was xipw skiade to get 
part of the marines ronnd to the left wing ; and Ueutenant 
Willoughby^ perceiving three men to be mudi exposed^wlrii 
calling to them to stoop, when two pistd«batts struck him^ 
one entering his head just above the right jaw, and, frotn the 
upward position of his face at th^ moment, takkig a daating^ 
direction towards the region o[ the brain> where it ha$ euer 
smee remained. The other shot cut his left cfa^ek in twv^' 
and he lay, for more than six or seven minutes, apparendjr 
lifeless on the ground ; but, at the very moment that his 
party began to retreat, one of his iinns was obflenred to 
move, and he was carried off to the ship as one of whom no 
hopes were entertained. In short, so desperate was his dMd^ 
that the surgeon of the Royal George aJso considered Uai 
to be mortally wounded, and officially reported him as subh 
for three days afterlvards. 

The commissioned officers slain at Prota were Captain 
Kent, R. M. and Lieutenant Belli, of the Royal George.; 
which latter gentleman, it will be remembered, was wounddd 
when serving under Lieutenant Willoughby^ at the capture of 
la Felicite, in March, 1804. Among the badly wounded ww6 
Messrs. John Alexander and John Wood Rouse, midshipikm]^ 
both of whom were with him when he 00 gallantly pursued 
the Turkish boats in the morning of the same day. It if 
^worthy of remark, that Messrs. Willous^by, BeUi, Alexander, 
wd Rouse, all belonging to the same ship, were nearly toteh^ 
ing one anoUier when each received one or more of tfat 
Turldsh shot. 

Although Lieutenant Willoughby's perseverance, gallantry^ 
and suffei^gs, whilst employed in the sea of Marmorit, were 
pot publicly reported by Sir JohnT. Duckworth, with whoni 
he had always been on the most fiiendly terms, his praise- 
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worthy conduct was afterwards represented by that officer to 
the Admiralty, in a private communication, and duly appre- 
ciated by their Lordships. 

Lieutenant Wiiloughby's discharge from the Royal George 
took place July 13, 18Q7 ; immediately after which we find 
him proceeding to the Rio de la Plata, as a passenger on 
board the Otter sloop, for the purpose of assuming the com- 
mand of la Fuerte, a very fine Spanish corvette, pierced for 
28 guns, which vessel had fallen into the hands of the British, 
at Monte Video, in the month of Feb. preceding *. 

t)n his arrival in that river. Lieutenant Willoughby had the 
mortification to find that la Fuerte was not destined to wear an 
English pendant, the Spaniards having compelled Lieutenant- 
General Whitelocke to retire from South America, and the 
shipping taken at Monte Video being again in their possession. 

From thence, our disappointed officer proceeded in the 
Otter to the Cape of Good Hope, where he succeeded Cap- 
tain John Davies (a) in the command of that sloop, Jan. 10, 
1806; His commission as a Commander was confirmed by the 
Admiralty, April 9, in the same year. 

The Otter's first cruise off the Isle of France was under 
the orders of Captain Robert Corbett, tUbn commanding la 
Nereide, a frigate universally allowed to take the lead of 
every other " crack " one in the British navy ; and Captain 
Willoughby, anxious that his first command should be 
marked by the high state of discipline in which he kept his 
sloop, made her vie with, and endeavour, if practicable, to 
excel that ship in every manoeuvre. On her return - to the 
Ciq>e, Vice-Admiral Bertie, then commanding on that station, 
received an anonymous letter^ which led him to believe that 
Captain Willoughby had exceeded the usual esprit de corps * 
in striving to effect his object, and he therefore thought 
proper to have his conduct investigated by a court-martial ; 
the result of which was an honorable acquittal of the whole of 
the charges upon which he had been tried. During his next 
cruise. Captain Willoughby, with volunteers from the same 
sloop, performed services which induced the Vice-Admiral, 

* See Vol. I, note at p. 625 et »eq. 
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who deeply regretted what had taken place, to give him the 
oommaiid of la Nereide, although he had nuuiy old fbUowera 
whom he wished to serve, and a Commander was also under 
hb orders who had been directed to receive the first Admi- 
ralty vacancy. Vice- Admiral Bertie did more ; for on Captain 
Willooghby assuming the command of la Nereide he allowed 
a large proportion of the Otter's best men, who volunteered^ 
to accompany him. We shall presently have an opportunity 
of shewing how highly he admired, and how duly he appre- 
<nated the subsequent daring conduct of an officer who had 
first embarked as a midshipman under his command. 

On the 14th Aug. 1809, CaptainWilloughby, then cruising in 
the Otter off Cape Brabant, Isle of France, discovered a brig, 
a lugger, and a gun-boat, at anchor under the protection of the 
batteries of Black River. The brig had recently arrived from 
France with a cai^o, and the lugger was also a merchantman : 
thinking it practicable, notwithstanding the immense strength 
of the batteries, to cut out these vessels, he resolved to make 
the desperate attempt that same night. In the mean time^ 
to prevent suspicion, the Otter bore away for Bourbon until 
dark ; then hauled up and worked back to the vicinity of. 
Black River. At 1 1-3Q P JVf ., being close enough in. Caption 
Willoughby pushed off in his gig, accompanied by Lieutenant 
John Bum in the yawl, and Mr. William Weiss, midship*, 
man, in the jolly-boat. The plan arranged was, for the gig, 
supported by the other two boats, to. carry the gun-vessel; 
the yawl was then to secure the brig, and the jolly-boat 
the lugger. 

Favored by the darkness, the three boats got into the 
harbour unperceived ; and having from the same cause, and 
the silence of the enemy, missed the gun- vessel, they pulled 
alongside of and captured the lugger. After securing her,. 
Captain Willoughby detached the yawl and jolly-boat to board 
the brig, and then proceeded himself in search of the armed 
vessel. Lieutenant Burn soon got along side the brig, and 
found a body of soldiers drawn up on deck to defend her. 
In the face of a heavy fire of musketry firom them, the 
British boarded, and after a smart struggle carried her. The 
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cMe was Utten cut by a man left in the yawl ftir that purpose, 
bat noA tin he bad been wounded in the head by the French 
mate, whom he killed with a blow of his axe. Captain Wil- 
lougfaby in the mean time approached so near to the inner- 
most battery as to-be haikdby one of the sentries : the alarm 
soon became general^ and the batteries^ four in number, im- 
mediately opened their fire. 

The brig' being firmly moored to the shore, with her 
yaads and top-masts down, and the weather very tempestu- 
ou8|, there was no possibility of bringing her off; Captain 
Willoughby therefore gave orders to take out the prisoners 
aod d^roy her ;. but as many of them were wounded, and 
could not.be removed^ she was ultimately abandoned. The 
boaits then took the lugger in tow, and brought her out under 
a.heaisy fire of shot and shells, from the batteries on both 
sides, of the river. To enable them to distinguish their ob- 
ject^ the enemy on shore threw up fire-balls of a superior de- 
scription, which illumined the whole river; and they con- 
tained ^ing so every half^minute until sbe was out of range. 

Under all these ^circumstances^ it is rather surprising that 
no greater loss was sustained- by the British than one killed 
and. three severely wounded ; particul^ly as the boats^ when 
towing their prize past a particular reef, were at least ten mi<^ 
nutes directly in front of' a very heavy battery. The principal 
^vantage de^iived from tills attack was the evidence it afforded 
qftfae practicability of cutting out vessels from a river so 
steongly protected both by nature and by art: Had the gun« 
boat been found, there cannot be a doubt that she would have 
diaredthe fiite of the lugger. 

Tbfii <»pture of St. Paul's, in the island of Bourbon, has been 
brkSy noticed at p. 628 et seq. of our first volume. The con- 
spicuoufr part borne by Captain Willoughby on that occasion 
wiU be seen by tho following extracts of the official letters 
published in the London Gazette, Feb. 13, 1810. 

CapttintJi^doi Rowley to Vice^Admral Bertie, 

^ " The.for4^ ipt^nded.to b« l^ed were the detachment of lus Majesty's 

%i;id.Jthe Gooipaay's, troops, relufiorced by the marines of the sqnadron^ and 

\j^y of a)>out 100 seamen from this ship * and the 0(ter« under lbs> 

f H I— ^11— III! ■*— — il H »i» 

* Raisonable ^. See Captaki Edward Llotd. 
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coaimand of Captain Willou^hby, ^vhoae. ztal induced* him to. Toliintiecr 
the command of so small a parly. •«••••. The guns and morttn at 

the different batteries and on the beach beings spiked, their carriages bunit 
or destroyed, and magazines blown 6ff under the directions of Captain 
Willoughby, the whole of the troops, marines, and seamen, were em»- 
barked, ••••••. i beg leaye to refer you for details to Lientenant- 

Colonel Keating's letter ; and am happy to say he mentions in high tenoB 
the conduct of Captflun Willoughby, the officers, seamen, and marines 
employed on this occasion.'^ 

Lieutemnt' Colonel Keating to the Bombay Government, 
*' At 5 A, M. on the 21st"(Sept. 1809), " the troops were disembarked 
to thf^ southward of Point de Galotte, seven miles from St. Paul's, and 
immediately commenced a forced march, with a view of crossing the cause- 
ways that extend over the lake, before the enemy could discover our de- 
barkation or approach to the town, which we were fortunate enough to 
eQect ;/nor had they time to form in any force until we had passed the 
strongest position. By s^ven: Q'clock we were in possession of the ficst 
and secoud bat^riess LcMOAhoiMi^re and la Centi^re ; when Captun \^^ 
loughby, of the. royal navy, who., commanded a detachment of ahept 
iP0 9eamen on shore, and to whose zeal, activity, and exertions, I feel 
mnch indebted, immediately turned the gnus i^>on the enemy's shipping, 
fiY)m whose, fire, which was chiefly grape, and well directed, within pistol- 
shot of the shore, we suffered much, being necessarily exposed to it dol- 
ing o^r movements upon the beach, and through the town. From- the 
batten la Centi^re, Captain Imlack wa& detached with the second 'oo- 
•IttDin to take possession of the third, or battery of la Neuf, desevted by 
the enemy. On his way thither, he fell in with and was opposed by the 
entire force of the. French, who had conicentrated and taken up a very 
^X9f^ RPisitiw^ behvid a stone wall, with eight brass field-pieces, 
6^ppiindecs, u{w>n their flanks. This pjost wa^ .instantly ch^ged in the 
most gaUant nafinnelr by that officer and his men: the en.emyi however, 
maintuned their position, and Captain Hannor, of the 56jth regiment, was 
ordered to proceed with the third column to his support, who charged, and 
took two of the enemy's guns. The action now became warm, but nevw 
dDiibtfuL 

''The enemy, bei^g reinforced from, the hilk, and haying also r^^eived 
110 troop? of the line from the F>:ench frigate la Caroline, and the squa- 
dron not being able to stand in to support us, our movements being en- 
dangered by their fire except at intervals, which they always took advan- 
tage of. Captain Willoughby was directed to spike the guns of Lambon- 
^1^ and la Centike^ and with the seamen to man the tlurd battery, la 
Neuf, continiung the fire from. thence upon the enemy's, shipping. By 
Ihia^arrangement, Captain Foisbes, who.wit^ the reserve had coviered those 
batteries, was enabled ^o advance against. the enemy, who, after, an. ho- 
norable resistance, were compelled tq^ f^re way. Thm nemaininff fow 
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being carried by that excellent officer, a sufficient numl>er of men were 
ordered to act as light troops, and to pursue the enemy, whilst the third co^ 
lumn, with part of the reserve, advanced against the fourth and fifth bat- 
teries, la Piere and la Caserne, which fell into our hands without opposition, 
and whose entire fire was immediately directed against the enemy's ship- 
ping. By half-past eight o'clock, the town, batteries, maga2ines, 8 brass 
field-pieces, 117 new and heavy iron guns, and all the public stores, were 
in our possession, with several prisoners. The instant the squadron perceiv- 
ed that the object in landing had succeeded, and that they could, with safety 
to the troops, stand in effectually, they immediately anchored close to the 
enemy's shipping, which after a short firing surrendered. The entire of the 
batteries being destroyed, and the town completely commanded by our 
squadron, the troops were re-embarked by eight o'clock the same even- 
ing. •• • •. 

*' On the 22d, late in the evemug, the enemy appeared in some force 
upon the hills, and a heavy column was observed advancing from St. 
Denis, which I since understand to have been under the immediate com- 
mand of General Des Brusleys : the commodore and myself now agreed 
upon the propriety of landing a sufficient force to destroy all public pro- 
perty ; and accordingly the marines, with a few sailors, under Captain Wil- 
loughby" (who again volunteered), " were ordered upon this service, when 
I had an opportunity of again witnessing the steadiness and good conduct 
of the seamen and royal marines, who effectually burnt an extensive go- 
Ternment store of considerable value ; the remsuning stores were only 
saved from some doubt existing respecting their being public property*. 

*' On the following morning, the entire force was put in boats to re- 
land and attack the enemy ; whose retreat, however, to St. Dems, during 
the night, prevented the necessity of any further debarkation.'' 

On this latter occasion^ the boats containing the troops, 
armed seamen, and marines, pulled in shore and reached the 
intended landing place, to the eastward of St. Paul's, facing 
the position in which Des Brusley's army was supposed to 
have encamped in the night of the 22d. 

After waiting some time for Lieutenant-Colonel Keating to 
arrive and give the necessary orders. Captain Willoughby, 
anxious to ascertain if the French were really there, and hav- 
ing taken proper precautions for ensuring a speedy retreat if 
necessary, landed with two of his gig's crew, all the boats 
anxiously watching his motions, particularly when he disap- 

• Mr. James states, that the government store, destroyed by Captain 
Willoughby, contained all the raw silk which the enemy had found on 
board the Streatham and Europe, East Indiamen, and that it was valued 
tt.more than .half a mitlloo sterling. 
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peared over the sand hills^ as it was then believed by every 
officer and man that the enemy were close at hand, ready to 
oppose them. From this state of suspense they were soon 
relieved by his re-appearance, and waving for two more men 
to join him. After a second absence of ten minutes, he re- 
turned to his gig, with a 9-inch brass mortar^ taken from one 
of the batteries which had been dismantled on the 21st. 
During this reconnoissance he did not see a single French<^ 
man; and therefore, as Lieutenant-Colonel Keating says^ 
^^ the necessity of any further debarkation was prevented." 

Mons. St. Michiel, the military commandant of St. Paul's^ 
being now disposed to enter into negociations, the prelimi- 
nary articles were drawn up, some of which it is necessary 
for us to subjoin; and that officer accompanying Lieutenant- 
Colonel Keating on board Captain Rowley's ship, they were 
there signed by all the parties, subject to confirmation or 
rejection by the French commander-in-chief. General Dea 
Bruslejrs, whose chagrin at the success of his intrepid op- 
ponents was so great, that he rashly put an end to his ex- 
istence. 

Articles of Agreement, ifc. 

** It is ag^ed, that in consequence of the town being in possession of 
the English, and the situation of the inhabitants, a mutual suspension of 
arms shall immediately take place * * *. 

** Art. II. That public property of every description, such as guns, 
stores, merchandise, and money, in the town of St. Paul, shall remain in 
the possession of the English. 

'' Art. III. That the limits of the town are considered to be the Canal 
runmng near the Promenade, and from thence to the Cavern. 

" Art. VII. That nothing here above mentioned shall be considered 
as preventing the English from attacking any other part of the island, 
either by sea or land.'' 

This latter article was ^^ accepted, under the condition that 
no disembarkation or movement of troops should take place 
at St. Paul's within the limits above mentioned.'' 

As by tlus agreement there was nothing to prevent the 
British from pursuing offensive measures, provided no part 
of their force marched from within the lines of St. Paul's, an 
expedition was determmed upon, having foe its object the 

SUPPL, PART II. L 
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de»tf uefion of tbe works at St. Luce, a sea-port town, about 
12 or 13 miles to the westward ; and as it was necessary to 
obtain good information respecting the military strength of 
St. Gilles^ the intended place of debarkation, Lieutenant- 
ColoQiel Keating resoiyed to liand at an intermediate village 
for that pnrp^jse, taking with him a black pilots muned John- 
son^ to whom alone he communicated his intentions. This 
man bad been taken prisoner by Captain Willoughby, in 
whose boat the Iaeutenant.Colonel proceeded from St. Paul's. 

Oji titd 2d OcL, after dark^ Lieutenant*Colond Keating 
9skod for the Otter *s yawl, into wliich he got, accrxmpaiued 
by two or three of bis own ufiScers, and followed by Cai)tain 
WiHoujChby ; the latter impeUed by cnriosity to know how 
the military commauder was abont to act, but not suspecting 
tint he intended auy thing further than to reconnoitre the 
Qoast^ and select a ^iroper place for landing the next day. 
We have no doubt that our readers will consider the cap^ 
tain's subsequent mtuotion as one of the most unpleasant he 
coiild possibly have assigned himself. 

At midnight, after rowing for some time with their oars 
muffled, and every one perfectly silent^ Johnson pointed to 
a small open bay^ and l<i«i\itenant-Colonel Keating imme- 
diately desired to be landed :-^he pUot followed him, but 
neither of the military officers did the same. Seeing this» 
and feding it a point of honor not to allow him to proceed 
unattended. Captain Willoughby instantly jumped on shore ; 
but with the exception of some orders given to the boat's 
crew, to guard them against aurprUcj, &c. n.ot a word was 
spokfea by any individual. 

lieutenant* Colonel Keating^ Captain Willoughby, and the 
pilot, now walked into a middling sized village, inhabited by 
UU^9» sweffd m band^ and sliU m^ntaining the moat pro- 
fiMVEid sUei¥;e. At kse^th pereeiidng a faint light, occasioned 
by the embers pS an almost extii^iiiMhedfire, Johnson pointed 
to, an^ entered the but where it was, asking in a fentld tone 
for ^rwssioa to^ light Im eegar, wUieh request wsfi granted 
in a V0^^ yoke by a man htM asleep, in ooe comer of the 
cQtt^^ Nearly twa minutes ela|^d befeve anoUrar weord 
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was spoken on either aide, when Johnson began a slow con- 
versation upon various subjects, that lasted ten minutes, dur- 
ing which time, the British officers stood within the hut to 
avoid detection, knowing that strong French night guards 
were constantly prowling along shore, particularly in the 
creeks and bays where a landing could he effected. 

A pause now took place, and at the end of about a quarter of 
an hoar^ Captiun Willoughby heard Johnson whisper some- 
thing to the owner of the hut, who immediately got up, dis- 
covered his other visitors for the first time, and» followed by 
his wife and children^ walked quietly to the boat without any 
interruption. 

Captain Willoughby's anxiety during the whole of this 
curious uq^ciation was naturally very great, knowing as he 
did that a French guard could not be many hundred yards 
distant, and bearing in mind that Johnson, whose family and 
connections lived amongst the enemy, had neither deserted 
to the British, nor yet committed himself so far as to en- 
danger his own life, should he betray the trust then reposed in 
him. From the time of their pulling in to land, until they were 
again seated in the yawl^ Lieutenant-Colonel Keating and 
C^tain Willoughby did not address a word to one another. 

On the following day, in consequence of the information 
obtained from the black villager, a descent was made at St. 
Gilles 5 but after capturing the battery there without resist- 
ance,' and storming a second in their advance upon St. Lucie^ 
the British commanders found that the latter town was crowded 
with regular troops and militia, and that, although it might 
possibly have been carried by assault, even complete success 
wovl^d not have justified them in attempting to do so, as they 
mustbave sacrificed many lives in order to obtain their object 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keating and Captain Willoughby there- 
fore reluctantly abandoqed the attempt, and contented them- 
selves with the destruction of the above mentioned batteries 
(cQntsdning four long 10-pounders and 9 twelves), a guard- 
house, ^nd a new public building. We should here remark, 
that the battery taken by storm was first entered by Captain 
tVIlloughby, at the head of his gig's crew. 

L 2 
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Of the naval detachment serving on shore under Captain 
Willoughby, at the capture of St. Paul's, 7 were killed, and 
18, including Lieutenant Edward Lloyd, of the Raisonable, 
and 2 marine officers wounded. Not a single person was 
hurt on board any one of the squadron. The total loss sus- 
tained by the British has been stated at p. 627 of Vol. I. 

For his zealous, gallant, and active exertions during this 
expedition, Captain Willoughby was immediately promoted 
into la Nereide, the frigate mentioned at p. 140, mounting 
26 long 12-pounders and 12 caironades (24-prs.), with an 
established complement of 251 officers, men, and boys. His 
commission, however, was not confirmed by the Admiralty 
until Sept. 5, 1810 ; on which day, the then recently ap- 
pointed First Lord of the Admiralty addressed a note to him, 
the contents of which we shall presently lay before our 
readers. The following is an extract of his commander-in- 
chief's officialx letter reporting the capture of St. Paul's : — 

" Captiun Rowley and Lieutenant-Colonel Keating alike express their 
hi^h approbation of the conduct of Captain Willoughby, of the Otter, 
both by sea and land : his many wounds are honorable testimonies of his 
former services, ahd on no occasion can he have distinguished himself be- 
yond the present. 

(Signed) ** A. Bertie." 

Towards the latter end of April, 1810, Captain Willoughby 
discovered a ship in Black River, moored in such a manner 
between the formidable land batteries that her stern was 
alone visible. Supposing her to be a ship of war, he imme- 
diately worked up towards the anchorage, and discharged se- 
veral broadsides at her nearly within point-blank distance, 
receinng in return a heavy fire of shot and shells from the 
shore, many of the latter bursting near, and without la Ne- 
reide. The enemy's ship was afterwards ascertained to be 
TAstree, a large 40 gun frigate, recently arrived from Cher- 
bourg, with troops and supplies for the Isle of France. 

On the 30th of the same month, a large merchant ship 
was discovered at Jacotel, within pistol-shot of two batteries 
commanding the entrance of that harbour ; and Captain Wil- 
loughby^ having confidence in the ability, resolution, and 
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integrity of his black pilot, resolved to attempt cutting her 
out 5 although he considered the enterprise so desperate, and 
so nearly a forlorn hope, that, for the sake of inspiring his 
men with more than usual enthusiasm, which the occasion re* 
quired, he headed them himself in his full dress uniform, a 
circumstance which had more effect upon the gallant fellows 
than if their number had been doubled. 

About midnight, this heroic oflScer left la Nereide, tak- 
ing with him his three Lieutenants (John Bum, Thomas 
Lamb Polden Laughame, and Henry Colins Deacon), two 
marine officers, and 100 men; but owing to the intricacy of 
the channel, it was full five hours before he reached the only 
spot where a landing could be effected ; and even there the 
surf was half filling the boats when the French national 
schooner I'Estafette, of 4 brass guns and J5 men, including 
an enseigne de vaisseau, lying close to the shore, hailed, and 
gave the alarm. Both batteries, assisted by two field pieces^ 
immediately played upon the place of debarkation, and the 
British had no sooner formed on the beach than they found 
themselves likewise exposed to a heavy fire of musketry. 
Their subsequent proceedings are thus described by Captain 
Willoughby, in his official letter to the senior officer off 
Port Louis, dated May 1, 1810 : — 

** As every oflScer knew before we landed what was to be done after- 
wards, the whole party was instantly upon the run, and in ten minutes in 
possession of the nearest battery : having spiked the guns (2 long 12- 
pounders), we moved towards the guarrl-house, protected by 2'' (6- 
pounders) " field-pieces, 40 troops of the line, 2S artillery, and a strong 
party of militia, the whole commanded by Lieutenant Rockman, of the 
18th regiment. This detachment, while we were taking the battery, had 
attacked and driven our boats into the centre of the harbour. Their 
opening fire upon us was the. signal for charging; and, to my astonish- 
ment, they instantly gave way with a speed we could not equal : their of- 
ficer, who deserved to command better soldiers, was taken prisoner, iVith 
his two field-pieces, which he was in the act of spiking. 

** Hitherto twilight had hid our force : full day shewed to the enemy 
the Nereide's small band of volunteers, consisting of 60 seamen, and the 
same number of marines. The strongest battery was still in theur pos- 
sessioo^ to gain which it was necessary to pass the river Jacotel^ at 
the foot of a high hill covered vrith wood, and defended by the com- 
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mandant of the SaTaniie district. Colonel Edenne Bolger, 2 cannon, and» 
strong body of militia. Owin^ to the late heavy rains, we found the nver 
swollen, and the current so strong that the tallest men could scarcely wade 
across; the short were helped over, more than half of them upon the swim, 
and the whole exposed to a heavy fire. This difficulty was no sooner sur- 
modnted, with the loss of the greatest part of our ammunition, than thi^ 
cheers warned the enemy to prepare for the bayonet The jmigle-lull, 2 
guns *, battery, and colours, were carried in style ; and the coitaman« 
dant taken prisoner $ nor do I think an officer or man of the party, ex- 
cept myself, had an anxious thought for the result of this unequal affair. 

" Having spiked the guns and one mortar, burnt and destroyed iheir car- 
riages, the works, magazines, &c., and embarked the field-pieces, toge- 
ther with some naval and military stores, I was upon the point of return- 
ing to the ship, when the strong party we had driven from the first bat- 
tery and field-pieced, appeared t6 have recovered from their panic, and, 
strongly reinforced by the militia and burgeois inhabitants of the island, 
re-assembled upon our left. 

**J8 the Nereide^s attach ofJacotelwas the first ever made upon antf 
point of the Isle o/FVance, and aware that its principal defence consisted 
in its nulitia, I determined on running some risk in letting them know 
what they had to expect if their island was ever attacked by a regular 
British force f. Moving towards them, the enemy at the same time wU 
vancing within musket-shot, they opened their fire, and I instantly turned 
direct into the country in an oblique line to them, to get into their rear, 
and if so, not to leave to the defeated party the resource of a retreat {; 
at first they halted and remained upon their ground ; but tlie moment we 
began to move in quick time, and they undeistood my intention, then they 
again gave way, and beat us in fair running for more than a mile into the 
country. On returning to our boats, we biu*nt the signal-house, flag-staff. 
Sec., a mile from the beach ; and having sounded the harbour, and done 
all I wished, I again embarked and returned to the Nereide. 

'' I now beg you will allow me to express how highly I approve of the 
gallant and regular conduct of every officer and man landed. Indeed, I feel 
myself under the greatest obligation to thesemor officers. Lieutenants Bum, 
Laugharne, and Deacon ; also to Lieutenant Cox, commanding the ma* 



* Long 12'pounders, 

t An invasion of the Mauritius had often been attempted, particularly 
"by Boscawen, in 1748 — See Nav- Chron. vol. vn, p. 188 et seq. 

t Mr. James erroneously states that ''Captain Willoughby resolved to 
get into the rear of his opponents in order to cut them off in the retreat to 
which, he knew, they would again re&ort.'^ See Nav, Hist, vol. ▼, 
p. 391. 
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^inesy mik LieiHetMiiit Desbrisfty under him. I hftve to i^fpret v&y retttm 
of killed and wounded «. 

'' The loss of the enemy could not be ascertained, nor do I know the 
force opposed to us ; but from every information gained, and from the 
FV«nch officers themselves, they declare that 600 men can reinforce the 
batteries by signal in an hour. I remahied on shore fbnr houns, in a dear 
morning, and the signal was flying the whole of the time.** 

On returning to la Nereide^ Captain Wilioughby took along 
with Lim the French schooner^ which the midshipman left in 
charge of the boats had secured just as she was sweeping to 
sea. The ship proved to l>e an American ; but although de* 
tainable for a breach of blockade^ he did not think proper t6 
brins^ her out. 

O . . . . r 

Speaking of this heroic enterprise. Captain Matthew Flm- 
ders, R. N., who was then a prisoner in the Isle of FranceC 
says :^— 

^' Captain l\'il]oaghby, of the Nereide, made a descent upon the south 
side of the kland, at Port Jacotel> where he cut out TEstafette packed 
boat» ^iked the guns of the fort, carried off the officer, with two field- 
pieces, and M. Etienne Bolger, commandant of the quarter of la Savanoe 
• • •. This 8ullyinff of the French territory produced a fulminating 
proclamation from General De Caen, nearly similar in terms to that of 
the Emperor Napoleon, after the descent at Walcheren • • • ♦. Three 
days afterwards a flag of truce was sent out to negociate an exchange 
for M. Bolger and the officer who had commanded the fort, for whom 20 
soldiers of the 69th regunent were given f." 

In addition to these soldiers, an equal number of British 
subjects were exchanged for the crew of TEstafette^ on board 
wliich vessel Captain Willoughby had found a mail for Bour- 
bon^ consisting of neariy 600 public and private letters^ lay- 
ing open for the first time the military resources^ the condi* 
tion of the mercantile interest, and the views of the inha-* 
bitants of both islands. 

The restoration of the above-mentioned men, many of 
whose fellow prisoners had been seduced into the French 
service, was an immediate good result of the enterprise at 
Jacotel. The benefits of a more permanent nature, arising 

* One marine killed; Lieutenant Deacon, 4 seamen, and 2 marines 
wounded. 

t See Flinders' Voyage t9^ Terra Australis, vol. 11, p. 481. 
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from the gallant exploit of Captain WnOlougbby^ were an in* 
stance of the practicability, hitherto doubted, of making a 
descent upon the Isle of France, and a proof that the prin- 
cipal part of the troops in that colony consisted of mUitia, 
previously considered equal to soldiers of the line, but whose 
military character was now at once ruined. The following 
is a copy of the note to which we alluded at p. 148 : — 

** Mr. Yorke presents his compliments to Captain \raioiighby, and 
has the pleasure to acquaint him, that in consequence of the gallantry he 
has displayed at Jacotel, it is his intention to take a very early opportu* 
Aity of promoting him to the rank of Post-Captun. 

^* Admiralty, 5th Sept. 1810.'* 

Had the former First Lord of the Admiralty bestowed upon 
Captain Willoughby the reward to which he was justly en- 
titled for his admirable conduct at Black River, and during 
the expedition against St. Paul's, he would have taken post- 
rank from Nov. 10, 1809, the date of his appointment to la 
Nereide, instead of Sept. 5, 1810, on which day Mr. Yorke, 
with his usual liberal feeling, signed a commission for him. 

On the 15th June, 1810, a serious accident happened to 
the enterprising commander of la Nereide, then watering at 
Isle Platte, a small island near the northern extremity of the 
Mauritius. 

Captain Willoughby was on shore, exercising his men at 
small arms, when a musket in the hands of a marine burst, 
inflicting upon him a dreadful wound, supposed at the time 
to be mortal. His lower jaw on the right side was badly 
fractured, and his neck so lacerated that the windpipe lay 
bare. The surgeon feared that it would slough away with 
the dressings, and of course end the life of his patient. For 
three weeks he could not speak ; however, by skilful treat- 
ment, aided by a temperate habit of body, the wound at 
length healed ; but not until a painful exfoliation of the jaw 
had taken place ; and so great was the injury he received that 
even now (1828), he cannot open his mouth to any consider- 
able extent: — after eating very distressing feelings ensue, 
and continue for some time. 

Scarcely had Captain Willoughby recovered bis speech. 
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when he volunteered to superintend the landmg of a light 
corps^ about 550 strong, embarked at Rodriguez, and con- 
veyed by la Nereide to the Riviere des Pluies, for the pur- 
pose of assisting at the reduction of Bourbon, a service thus 
described by Captain Josias Rowley, in an official letter to 

Vice-Admiral Bertie : — 

I *' H.M, S. Boadicea, road of St. Denis, Isle BaurboHy July 11, 1810. 
** Sir,— I feel much satisfaction in announcing to you the surrender of 
Isle Bourbon to his Majesty's arms. 

** According to the communication I had the honor to make to you on 
the 14th ult., I proceeded to the Isle of Rodriguez, where, hanng joined 
the transports from India, and, in concert with Lieutenant-Colonel Keat- 
ing, made the necessary arrangements relative to the troops, and em- 
baiked on board the Boadicea and Nereide as many as they could stow, we 
proceeded to join the ships of the squadron which I had left off the Isle of 
France, under the orders of Captain Pym, blockading the three frigates of 
the enemy then in port, having previously detached a light transport to 
apprise them of our sailing. We joined them at the appointed rendez- 
vous, between the isles of France and Bourbon, on the 6th ; and having 
embarked on board the frigates, the remainder of the European and part 
of the native troops, made all sail in the evening towards the points of at- 
tack, it being intended to push on shore the greatest part of our fofce 
with all possible celerity, for which purpose each ship was provided with 
additional boats taken from the transports. While the main force drew 
the attention of the enemy off St. Marie, about two leagues to the east- 
ward of St. Denis, Captain Pym, with his usual skill and activity, ef- 
fected a landing about 2 P. M., on the 7th, from the Sirius, of all the 
troops embarked on board of her, at a part of the beach called Grande 
Chaloupe, six miles to the westward of the town, where the enemy were 
totally unprepared for an attack. The Riviere des Pluies, about three 
miles to the east of St. Denis, was intended for the other point of descent. 
The remaining frigates, when it was supposed the first landing was secured, 
immediately pushed for anchorage, and were followed by the transports 
as they arrived : the weather, which till now had been favorable, began to 
change : the beach on this side of the island being steep, and composed of 
large shingles, is generally of difficult access ; but it was supposed on recon- 
noitring it, that the landing was practicable ; and Captain fFilloughby, who 
undertook to superintend it, pushed off in a small prize schooner, captured 
by the Nereide, with a party of seamen and a detachment of light troops'* 
(under Lieutenant-Colonels Macleod and Campbell), "and, with some of 
the boats which followed, effected a partial landing ; but the surf Still in- 
creasing, several were stove on the beach : it being, however, considered 
by lieutenant-Colonel Keating of much importance to effect the landing 
at tlus point, a Ught transport was placed with great judgment by lAev^ 
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teiiaat Edward Lloyd» of the Boadicea, in order to act as a breakwater i 
but tlie stern cable parting,, she oaly formed a momentary cover for afiew 
boats ; and notwithstanding every exertion of the skill and experience of 
Captain Willoughhy, the officers, and seamen, it was found necessary^ on 
the close of the day, to relinquish any further attempts at this point for 
tlie ](»resent. I am concerned to state, that two seamen (belonging to la 
Nereide) and two soldiers, were drowned on this occasion; the party, 
however, maintained their ground, and took possession of the battery and 
post of St. Marie during the night •. 

The Magicienne, with two transports, was now detached to support the 
bngade lauded at Grande Chaloupe ; but Captain Curtis alone gained the 
ancbon^e, and landerl the troo^ts embarked in her. In the morning of the 
8th, the beach still appearing unfavorable, I weighed, at the desire of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Keating, and proceeded to the anchorage off Grand Cha- 
loupe, where we landed the remainder of the troops, guns, &c. ••••••: 

at 10 P. M., I received a message from the Lieutenant-Colonel, that lie 
had entered into a capitulatitm with the enemy, and at his request hnded 
next morning, in company with Mr. Farquhar, appointed to the govern- 
ment of the island, when we signed the terms of capitulation. ♦ ♦••»♦. 
To Gaptuns Pym, Lambert, Curtis, and \^^oughby, I feel particularly 
indebted^ far the prompt assistance and support I received from them on 
every occasion ; and the active exertions of the officers and men on this 
short but fatiguing service, could not be surpassed. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Keating has mentioned^ in high terms of approbation, the conduct qf Cap- 
tain WiUoughhy, the officers and seamen employed on shore with the 
troops f and Lieutenant Cottrell, with the brigade of marines under his 
orders f. 

Shortly after the surrender of Isle Bourbon, 100 grenadiers 
of the 33d and 69th regiments, and 12 artillery-men, were 
embarked on board la Nereide, for the purpose of co-operat- 
ing with Captain Willoughby in an attack upon lisle de la 
Passe, situated about 4 miles from Port Sud-Est, in the 
Isle of France, and commanding the narrow and intricate 
entrance to that harbour. The main object of tliis enterprise 

• L'Estafette, and the whole of la Nereide's boats, were dashed to pieces. 
The schooner, steered by Captain Willoughby, with the dressings still on 
his wound, was io crowded with troops, that Lieutenant-Colonel Macleod 
and many of Us men were nearly drowned beforjs they could gam the 
shore* 

f The enemy's regular force amounted to only 576 rank and file -, but he 
had an organized militia force of 2717 men. The British had 1800 Euro- 
pean and 1860 native troops, of whom 8 were killed and 78 wounded. 
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#to to enable Captain Willoughby to land in the vicinity of 
Grand P^irt, tij open n communication, and commence nego* 
dating with some of the principal inliabitants of that toi^ j 
and at the same time to distri1)ute andong the islanders in 
general numerous copies of a proclamation addressed to them 
by the governor of Bourbon, " lioldiiig out to them not only 
the advantages they had enjoyed imder the protectiim of 
France, but the pre-eminent advantages of British colonies- 
free trade, and the fullest protection to the province of the 
islatid in the markets of Gi*eat Britain *,*' provided, when the 
British came to conquer it, tl^ey offered no resistance: ia 
i^>rt, as the princ?t>al strength of the Isle of Fratice, after its 
forts should be carried, would consist of the unembodied mi-^ 
litia, the grand object was, hy sapping their integrity, to 
render them comparatively powerless ; which service Cajitain 
Willotighby effecfMnlly licrfiyrmed. 

On the 10th Aug*) la Nei-eide arrived off Port Sud-Est, ia 
company with the Sinus and Staunch ; the latter a gan'-lfrigy 
commanded by Lieutenant Benjamin Street. 

Towards the evening, the boats of the two frigates, coh« 
taining about 400 seamen, marines, and soldiers, under the 
command of Captain Willoughby, were taken in tow by die 
Staunch, and proceeded to attack TTsle de la Passe ; but the 
night becoming very dark, and the weather extremely tempes*' 
tuiiiis, BO as to occasi(»u several c/f them t4) run fotd of each 
other, and some to get stove, la Nereide^s black pilot b^an 
to fidter, and at length declared, that it was impossible to 
enter the channel under such disadvantageous clircumstanceii« 

* Sir Roltert T. Farquliar's speech iii the House of Commons, June 3, 
1825, when supporting* a proposition then suggesteri ami carried in favor of 
the trade of MauriUus ; on which occasion, Captaui Willoiighby's name WB9 
iBtro<luce<l liy that gentleman in the following terms : — 

" The House will excuse my intruduig myself on its attention, as I na- 
tumUy feel a strong interest in the prosperity of a colony whose aficdn I so 
blig administered. In 1810, 1 proceeded with the expedition to the cap- 
ture of the Isle of Bouihon, accompanied by that meritorious ofiScer, Cap- 
tarn Wilioiighhy, who has shed his hlood so often in the serrice of the 
country, and who distributed the proclamations holding out, &c., &c>» &c*'- 
See H i mM^ i Puriktmentar^ DelKUeSp new leries, Voli id, p. 1041^ et seq. 
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Captain Willoughby offered him 1000 dollars^ if he would 
persevere and carry the boats in > but still he persisted in his 
declaration of the impractibility of the undertaking, and, it 
was therefore reluctantly abandoned. The manner in which 
risle de la Passe was ultimately taken will be seen by refer- 
ence to our memoir of Captain Henry Ducie Chads, C. B. 

After obtaining possession of that island, the senior officer 
of the blockading squadron returned to his station off Port 
Louis, leaving Captain Willoughby to pave the way for ^^ the 
most important of all our colonial conqtiests since the com^ 
mencement of the war *." 

Between the 10th and 14th Aug., reinforcements were 
marched from various parts of the Mauritius to Grande Porte ; 
the militia were called out, and the second in command of 
the island. General Van de M asson, was sent from head- 
quarters to oppose Captain Willoughby. This French officer 
had upon his line of defence, extending from Grand Port to 
Grand Bivi^re, at least 2200 men, including cavalry, pro- 
tected by Fort du Diable, several other military posts, and 
a brigade of artillery. 

Notwithstanding this immense disparity of force, and his 
having no field-officer of the army to confer with, la Nereide's 
intrepid commander resolved to persevere, though fully sen- 
sible that, if taken prisoner when in the act of negociating 
with the inhabitants, he would suffer the same fate as Major 
Andrfe, in the first American war f. The nature of the ser- 
vice in which he was thus voluntarily engaged will be seen by 
his official letter to Captain Pym, dated Aug. 19, 1810 :— - 

" In obedience to your order of the 15th instant, (received' the 16th) to 
remun at the anchorage of I'Isle de la Passe for its protection, and to use 
my own discretion in landing upon the main, for the distribution of the 
proclamations given to me by his Excellency the Governor of Bourbon, 
and intended for the inhabitants of the Isle of France, as I felt they were of 
the utmost consequence to our future operations against the island, I de- 
termined, after well reconnoitreing with Lieutenant Davis of the Madras 
engineers, to land and attack their principal post of Point du Diable, the 

* Speech of the member for Bedford, in the House of Commons, Feb. 
13, 1811. 

t See Dodflley'i Annual Register for the year 1781, pp. 39—46. 
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fort that commanded the N. E. passage mto Grand Port ; and having upon 
the 17th instant, embarked 50 men of the 33d and 69th regiments, and their 
respective officers, an officer and 12 artillery-men, 40 men from the Staunch, 
and 100 men from la Nereide (50 marines and the same number of seamen, 
the whole of the diffisrent parties volunteers), I left the ship at one a. m.'* 
(without a single field-piece), "and landed before day-light at the CanuUe 
de Bois, and after a march of six miles reached the point, and carried the 
works without the loss of a man : the commanding officer and three men 
on the side of the enemy were killed, and three gunners taken prisoners. 
Having halted three hours, spiked eight 24-pounders, and two 13-inch 
mortars, burnt the carriages, blown up the magazines, and embarked a 13- 
inch brass mortar in a new praam, well calculated for carrying troops or 
guns over flats, I moved on to the old town of Grand Port, a distance of 
twelve miles, leaving in the houses and villages we passed, the proclama- 
tions addressed to the inhabitants. On the whole of our march, we were 
attended by three of the Nereide's and Staunch's boats, with guns mounted, 
commanded by Lieutenant Deacon ; and from the nature of the ground, 
they so completely commanded our road, that scarcely an enemy could 
shew himself; a strong party who were advancing to attack us were put to 
the rout by their fire, and six killed and wounded. General Van de 
Masson, the second in command of the island, who had arrived with a 
strong reinforcement upon the 14th instant, and commanded this party, 
was reconnoitreing us the whole of the day, retiring as we advanced. At 
sun-set, having succeeded in every view I bad for landing, and gained from 
some of the most respectable inhabitants and well-vnshers to the English, 
the most satisfactory information, I returned on board ; but wishing to 
know what efiect the proclamations * would have upon the inhabitants, I 
landed with the same force yesterday morning, taking the Staunch in with 
me to support us, and cover our retreat if necessary. I pushed on, de- 
stroyed the signal-house, staffs, &c., of Grande Riviere, and perceived the 
enemy had 700 or 800 men in or near the battery, but upon the opposite 
side of the river : I then returned to Point du Diable, and continued there 
three hours, blowing up the remainder of the works ; after which I moved 
on to Canaille de Bois, and embarked at sun-set, leaving the Staunch to 
command and protect the harbour. The inhabitants appeared much tran- 
quillized and satisfied with our conduct on shore, and the proclamation. 
The loss of the enemy in the two days was 8 men killed, the number of 
wounded not known : mine as per margin. '' 

During the whole of this march of nearly 22 miles^ in an 
enemy's territory, not one of Captain Willoughby's party was 
killed, and only two were wounded. This forbearance on the 

* Most of which were actually backed with Captain fTiUimghhy'a mm' 
pimepOif as an indirect answer to the proclamation issued by De Caea 
after the attack of Jacotel.--See p. 151. 
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part of the islanders wiis^no doabt, occasioned by the orderly 
manner in which the seamen, marines, and soldiers conducted 
themselves, and by the strict attention they paid to their 
leader's injanctions,^^^' to abstain from giving offence to the 
jiuhabitants by pilfering the slightest article of their property.' ' 
£)ven the su^ar and ci>ffee, laid aside for exportation, and 
usually considered as legitimate objects of seizure, remained 
untouched ; and the invaders, when they quitted the shore 
for their ship, left behind them a high character, not merely 
for gallantry, but for a rigid adherence to promises. Had 
Captain WlUonghby burnt the commercial property withiti 
his reach, or entered into terms for its embarkation, his dash- 
ing exploit would probably have been gazetted ; but, for the 
good of his country, he preferred relinquishing present fame, 
and all pecuniary benefit* He well knew that the whole of 
the British forces collected at Bourbon, were anxiously wait^ 
ing the result of his daring enterprise ; — Govamor Farquhar 
had in&mied him, that the distribution of the printed procla- 
maliDns would be of the utmost importance to the success of 
the meditated operations against the Isle of France ;— he had 
promised bis Excellency that he would execute ids wishes j — 
and for the honor of the navy he persevered under ciri^um- 
^tances of difficulty and danger, which every one but himself 
considered insurmountable. This esprit de corps has been 
ihe main-spring of all his actions. — Honor he has sought on 
every occasion — ^In the present instance pris?^ money was 
quite out of the question. Had the latter been his principal 
otyect in laading fvt Point da Diable, the Mauritius would not 
have been bo easily «rabdued when attacked by the British in 
December 1810. 

« On the !9th and 20th August, Captain Witlou^hby again 
landed ; and, as there were no more batteries io that quarter 
to attack and destroy, and no opposition was offered to him 
by either the regular troops in the vicinity, or by the inha- 
bitants among whom^ it may be said, he was sojourning, the 
trip on shore was considered In the light of a pleasant excur- 
sion^ ratheir than of ^ forced irruption into #n enemy's 
^t^c^tiBfy i vhepj M about 10 A<i> Mt o» tbe last^amed day, 
an event occurred which gave a copsplete change to the aspect 
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of afi&irs, and placed the whole party, who had hitherto con- 
sidered themselves so secure, in the utmost jeopardy*/* 

This alarm was caused by the discovery of five strange ships 
to windward, steering under easy sail fc>r the grand entrance to 
Port Sud-£st, Leaving the other boats to get up in the best 
manner they could. Captain Willoughby hastened away from 
the shore in his gig, and after a hard pull, of nearly 5 miles di- 
rectly to windward, arrived, about noon, on board laNereide, 
then lying in a small bight of deep water just at the back of 
risle de la Passe } which anchorage was afterwards occupied 
by Captain Lambert, of the Iphigenia, who found himself ob- 
liged to surrender both his ship and the island, from their 
almost defenceless state, and great scarcity of provisions^ 
water, &c. The Staunch had previously been sent by Cap- 
tain Willoughby to join the squadron off Port Louis. 

" At 12," says Captaia Willoiiji^hhy, " I clearly made tliem out to be 
the hm;^ expected enemy's squadron, consisting of the Bellone, Minerve, 
and Victor corvette. witU two lar^^e Imlianieu in company, their prises* 
which I found afterwards to be the Ceylon and ^ylndham. As I knew the 
FVench force in Port Louis consisted of three heavy frigates and a fine cor- 
vette ready for sea, and if tl>e former squadron joined them, they would be 
far too strong for tlie Su'ins, Iplugema, and Magicienne, tlien blockading 
that port and Black Uiver, though my anchorage was only supported by 
four gims (two of those upon open platforms, and only meant to protect 
the landing place against boats,) I felt it my duty to use every means to 
draw the enemy into Grand Port; and Tlsle de la Passe answering their 
private signals, together with our French colours, so completely deceived 
theHd, that at 1 P. M. the Victor led in f. As I had given the most posi* 
tive orders that the fire of the island was to be emirely guided by tUd 
manoeuvres of the Nereide, the Victor passed the searbattery, and when 
within pistol-^ot of us, our union was hoisted, and ear fire opened. She 
was so cut up, that she struck her colours, and hailed us to cease firing. 
As she anchored, in obedience to my orders, I (Kd so, and directed my 
whole attention to the Minenre, who, following dose to the Victor, and 
vnthin the same distance, received and returned our fire : the then ordered 



• James, v. 405 et seq, 
t The Bellone and Minerve were 24-pounder frigates, eadi mounting 44 
guns. Captain Willoughby obtained the inf(M*mation of the enemy's ships 
at Port Louis being ready for sea from Captain Lambert, of the Iphigenia, 
wim had, a day or two before, approached isitluQ signal liiMast of la 
Nereide, and telegraphed to that effect. 
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the corvette to cut and follow her, which I had the mortification of seeing 
instantly done, though my first Lieutenant was alon^ide of her to Cake 
possession. The two Indiamen attempted to haul out ; the Windham sue* 
ceeded, sailed to the southward, and was captured next morning by the 
Sirius * I the Ceylon was obliged to bear up and pass our fire ; the Bellone 
following her in (.going 7 knots), steered direct for our bow, with every de- 
monstration of boarding ; but perceiving we were ready, had just time to 
alter her determination, sweeping our yard-arms* and giving us her 
broadside. 

" The enemy's squadron must have suffered : our foremast is badly 
wounded, driver-boom cut in two, spars much cut, also lower rigging, and 
fore and main-stays : my killed and wounded as per marginf. 1 beg leave 
to express how zealously I was seconded by Captain Todd, commanding 
upon the island, and the whole of the party under his command ; but owing 
to five guns in the sea-battery, and one in the rear, dismounting the first 
fire, and a heavy explosion of nearly 100 cartridges blowing up 16 men, 
put it out of his power to give that support he wished I, 

** Though not an officer or man in the Nereide but knew their fate if the 
enemy had anchored and engaged us, yet more cheerful zeal could not be 
displayed." 

The situation of la Nereide's boats^ with a great proportion 
of her crew in them, besides soldiers and artiUery-men, ap- 
pears to have been a very critical one, as they were succes- 
sively passed by the Minerve, Ceylon, and Victor, the former 
ship running so close to them that they were obliged to lay 
in their oars, yet not a word was spoken by the enemy ; an 
enigma not to be explained, especially when it is considered 
how promptly the French captain, Mons. Bouvet, had just 
before hailed the Victor, and desired her to follow him. Had 
he given the same orders to the boats, they must have obeyed ; 
otherwise, with the velocity with which they were sailing, 
the Ceylon and Victor could with ease have run them down : 
he did not do so, and they therefore reached their ship in 
safety, just as the Bellone had made sail for the passage. 

A contemporary notices another circumstance, which Cap- 
tain Willoughby's modesty would not allow him to mention. 

* See Commander John Wtatt Watlino. 
i- 3 slain, 1 wounded. 
X Captun Toddy of the 69th regiment, was the senior officer of the mili- 
tary detachment serving under Captam Willoughby's orders. Of the men 
blown up^d were killed, and all the remainder severely burnt. 
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At the moment vvhetk tbe boats were pulling up the narrow 
diannel^ with the prize praam in tow^ and their capture 
appeared inevitable^ it was observed that the French com- 
modore^ M. Duperr^^ instead of following la Minerve, ftc^ 
had hauled off on the larboard tack, as if intending to seek 
another port, in company with the Windham. Although in 
only a 12^ponnder £ngate« with so many of his men absent^ 
Captain WiUoughby thought his ship a match for the Mi- 
nerve^ Victor^ and Ceylon^ particularly if he embarked the 34 
serviceable soldiers remaining upon Tlsle de la Passe; but 
just as he was about to slip his cable for the purpose of at«^ 
tacking them, his sails already loose, la Bellone bore up for 
l^e harbour, thereby compelUng him to abandon his design^ 
and prepare to receive a fresh antagonist *. 

At 4 P. M., CapUdn Willoughby sent Lieutenant Deacon, 
in the launch, with a note for the senior oflEicer off Port Louis, 
or any other captain of the blockading squadron he could 
first meet with, announcing the arrival of the enemy, and 
volunteering, if reinforced by a single frigate, to lead in and 
attack them ; as he knew the passage well, and had sounded 
every part of it. 

At 4-30 P. M., the cutter, with Mr. William Weiss, was 
Hsit upon the same errand ; but at sun-set she returned, not 
having been able to pull ahead on account of the fresh breeze 
and rough sea. It may naturally be asked, why Captain 
Willoughby, considering how exposed he lay to an attack by 
two heavy French frigates and a corvette, did not get under 
weigh and proceed to join the Sirius, instead of lessening his 
means of defence, by thus despatching two officers and as 
many boats' crews. The truth is, that as he had been ordered 
to protect risle dela Passe,he was resolved to defend that newly 
acquired post as long as he^was able ; and at the same time, his 
anxiety for the safety of the British frigates off Port Louis> 
determined him rather to subject himself to the imputation 
of rashness, than endanger them by allowing Mons. Duperr^ 
to come out unopposed, and form a junction with the other 
French squadron, which would doubtless be ready to start 

* James^ v. 406. 

SU9PL. FART If. M 
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from that harbour the moment bis approach vas anuounced. 
Captain WiUoughby^ surely^ had a right to anticipates that 
one or the other of hia boats would succeed in reaching either 
the Sirius^ Ipbigenia, or Magicienne, before the enemy 
could find time to send a reinforcement of men overland to 
Duperr^ ; and he felt confident, bom the enthusiasm of erery 
one on board la Nereide^ that the co-operation of a sin^e 
frigate would have secured a most brilliant .?ictory. Tho 
disasters that afterwards befeL the Sirius^ on jtwo successive 
days, and which we shall presently have occasion to notice, 
may therefore be deemed truly unfoirtunate. 

On the following day, to prove to Commodone Dtuperr^ that 
the Victor had struck ber. colours^ to impress upon him an 
idea of the confidence with which la Nereide maintained hec 
position, and to reconnoitre and obtain a correct knowledge 
of that taken up by the enemy. Captain WiUoughby. sent in a 
flag of truce, with a letter, of which the following is a copy : 

'^'Sirr^Tnutiag to the honor of the Friench flag, and the Uws of war, I 
jentK^od' thptt thie Victor corystte ah^ |^ giyc» «p to my dispossal^ in eoKlf 
sequence of haviiy yestorday strack her cc4ouis to his Miy'esty's abip under 
my command ; hailed she had done so> and anchored^ ioi obecUence tp my 
orders^ dose to the Nereide. 

'' Lieutenants Bnm and Pye, whom I send with this letter, were in a 
boot alongside the \lctory to take possession o^ her, wfiten she i^iit and 
&Uowed th^ MiiMrvia, being hailed and ord^re^ ^o do sbbyhec Iham 
the honor to be, &c^ 

(Signed) *' N. J. Willouohbx.*' 

** To Commodore Duperr^^* 

On the 22d August, Captain Wi^ojoghby receiv^ji ju^t. ^upj^ 
an answer as he expected the ^nemy to ratui:n i^— 

(Copy.) 
** Sir,— In answer to the letter you £d me the ho^or of wrijting, I am 
commanded by his Excellency the commandier-in-chief. General De Oaen^ 
to say that he objects to your extraordinary demand. I have the honor tol 
^&c. . , 

(S^ned) » '*PuPKB»^,v 

Wben it is remembered that Ja Ner^de nM>»nted only 13*^ 
pounders on the main-degk, that yearly MX) seamen and 
majrin^s were aJ^ent in her boats, an4 that Captalui Wil- 
loughby was not chased anjJ obliged to fight in his own 
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defence^ bot that he sought the above conflict with his usual 
ardour^ and made use of a justifiable ruse de guerre to accom- 
plish hifi wishes, we doubt not that it will be considered one 
of the most heroic, if not the most unequal, of all the frigate 
actions fought during the late war. We shall merely add, 
that be thereby saved the British frigates off Port Louis, from 
the Qopsequences of an attack which the enemy would 
doubtless have made upon them vrith hn united force, had M« 
I>aperr<$ pmceeded thither instead of suffi^g hnnself to be 
decoyed into the hacbour of Grand Port ; and that by deter* 
ring the Windham from following her consorts, he rendered 
a most important service to his country, as the masts and 
stores of that ship enabled Captain Rowley to re-equip the 
Africaine frigate, at a most critical moment, and by doing so, 
to regain; our naval superiority in the Indian ocean*. The 
miumer in whidi that ascendancy was for a short time lost by 
the Britidi is thus described in an official letter from Captain 
Fym to Captain Rowley : 

* See Vol I. note at p. 631. N. B. It vi^ be seen by the extract of 
€sptui Wffioogbby's ofidal report^ and the notef, at p. 1^, that W 
eoomy*! iiioited fim» woiiU have been &ve heavy fingate^ 
^ri^ec^m the Sh^ |p|iig^aHa» apd (1 i^lsnoe, were only rate4 ^ 3^ 
gvps eaiA ; and ^ei huier enned In a limEar maiuier to la la 

th^ jMid note we <Aienre a typogrfipMcal, error,— Ja Belloue and Miners 
were bolk 18-poiiii4,er firigat^iii— the latter, however, waa pierced for 61? 
gOBS. Sinoe the preeeAii^ sheet was printed, it has been suggested to us, 
tibflftpiolMibly Captain Bonvet, on finding PIsIe de la Fasse In the posses*' 
1^ of ^ Britidi> ioiagiaed that the districts of SaiaiiDt and Grand Park 
were l|ke«f^a held \fj tl^ffp^ la which case lus nltimi^ c^ptwe waa mi^, 
tables if being in^saible for him to repass la Nereide, wUh the wit^d{ 
then bloi/ring. To'llus ei^ooQous impression on Mons. Bouyet's min(^ 
tlie officers and men in the boats of la Nereide were, perhaps, indebted for 
tMr miely. It is i^bo probable that the French captain imagined, a» tile' 
boats were filled with marines and soldiers, that they belonged to the shore, 
a9d not to the Brilvh fri^te. 

Th^ gi^tleman from whpm we received the above hial apquaiots nnj, t^at| 
la Bellone's best bower anchpr was cm away from the bpvi; by la Nerei^e^Sr 
shot, ba,t o.win^to the cable being stoppered in board, it dfd aot.K^^e the 
ground — a circumstanoe much to be r^etted \ for had the a^cjior gpnii- ta 
tlie bottoi&A the ship iaroimding to, mu^t ineYitahly hi^ye got on shpc^i and. 
would c(m»^uently have lam mth her hiead esippsed to UK^rajda^^taMw 
broadside. 

M 2 
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'' VIsle de la Passe, August 26, I8I(t 
** Sir,' — ^By my last you were informed of my intention tc^ 
attack the frigates, corvette, and Indiaman in this port. 

^^ Magicienne having joined just as the re-captured ship 
was about to make sail, I sent Captain Lambert orders to 
bring her and the gun-brig with all despatch off Tlsle de lai 
Passe; and that the enemy in Port Louis should not be^ 
alarmed, I made all sail round the south side, and although 
blowing very hard, reached Tlsle de la Passe next day. At 
noon, Nereide. made signal 'ready for action j' I then 
closed, and from the. situation of the enemy, decided on an 
immediate attack ; and when her master came on board as' 
pilot, made the signal to weigh, but when within about a 
quarter of an hour's run of the enemy, he unfortunately put 
me on the edge of the inner narrow passage. We did not 
get off, and that with wonderful exertion, untU 8 o'clock next 
morning. At noon oh the 23d, the Iphigenia and Magicienne 
came in sight ; the enemy having moved further in, and 
making several batteries, as also manning the East India ship, 
and taking many men on board the frigates, I called them to» 
assist in the attack : having all the captains and the pilot on' 
board, and being assured we were past aU danger^ and could' 
run direct for the enemy's line, we got under weigh (at 4-40 
P. M.) and pushed for our stations, viz. Sirius alongside 
Bellone, Nereide between her and the Victor, Iphigenia ^ong-N 
side Minerve5 ^^^ Magicienne between her and the East Inditt« 
ship *• Just as their shot began to pass over us, sad to say*/ 
Sirius grounded on a small bank, not known ; Captain Lam- 
bert gained his post, and had hardly given the third broad- 
side before his opponent cut her cable f. Magidenne, close 
to Iphigenia, ran on a bank, which prevented her bringing 

* La Minerve, the enemy's van ship, was stationed just behind a patch 
of coral ; next to her was the Ceylon, then la Bellone, and lastly le Victor^ 
mXh. her stem close to the reef that skirts the harbour. 

f Commodore Duperr^ sajrs, that the springs of la Mlnerve and the 
Ceylon were shot away by the first broadside, and that those ships conse- 
quently cast to leeward and ran aground. See Gazette des Isles de France 
si Bonaparte^ 26th Sept. IQ\0. 
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more than six gons to bear * ; poor Nereide nearly gained 
her pasty and did in the most gallant mamier maintain that 
nnd the one intended for Siritis, until Bellone cut. All the 
'enemy* s ships being on shore, and finding Sirius could not 
get offy the whole of them, opened their fire on Nereide ; but 
notwithstanding this unequal contest, and being aground, 
^he did not cease firing until 10 o* clock, and sorry am I to 
tay, thatjthe captain, every officer, and man on board, are 
killed or wounded f» 

^^ Captain Lambert would have immediately nm down with 
the enemy^ but there was a shoal a very little distance from^ 
and between him and them ; he did all that could be done^ 
by keeping up a heBvy, although distant fire ; nothing was 
wanting, to make a most complete victory, but one of the 
other frigates to close with la Bellone. 

^' I must now inform you, that the moment we took the 
groun^i every possible exertion was made to get the ship o£F, by 
canying out stream and kedge anchors ; but both these came 
home together, I then got a whole bower cable and anchor 
hauled out (not a common exertion for a frigate), as also the 
stream ; but although heaving the one with the capstan, and 
the other with purchase on purchase, we could not move her 
one inch, from the nature of the ground, and the very heavy 
squalls then blowing. We continued lightening every thing 
from forward, and made many severe but fruitless attempts to 
heave the ship off before day-light, all, however, to no effect. 
jit that time the Nereide was a perfect wreck, Magicienne in 
as bad a situation as Sirius, no possibility of Iphigenia closing 
with the enemy, and thb whole op thb latter on shore 
'in a heap. We then tried the last resource, by warping the 
Iphigenia to heave us off, but could not get her in a proper 
situation until the 25th in the forenoon. 

^^ I now had a survey by the captains, masters, and carpen- 

* The three foremost on each side, 
t La Nereide did not take the ground until some hours after la Bellone 
and le Victor had cut, in order to get further from her fire ; and then onlj 
Id' consequence of her best bower cable and the spring being shot away« 
Ste p. 167. 
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ters, in which they ^;reed it was imposoble to get the ship 
off : having the same report yesterday from Captain Curtis^ 
and that his men were falling /loit^ I cnrdered Magicienne to 
be abandoned and burnt ; and as the enemy's frigates cannot 
get of, I thought it most prudent to preserve Tlsle de la 
Passe, by warping Iphigenia for its support ; and having no 
prospect of any other immediate protecticm^ I considered it 
most advisable to quit my own ship^ then withvi shot of all 
the enemy's posts and sqtuidron, and only able to return their 
fire from two gUns*. After seeing every man safe' from Sirius^ 
lieutenant Watling and myself set her en fire $ and> I trusty 
Sir^ although my enterpriiie has been truly unfortunate^ that 
no possible blanie can be attached to any one : never did 
ciqMiaius^ officers^ and men^ go into action with a greater cer-i 
tidnty of victory ; and^ / do aver, that if I could have got 
alongside of Bellone, ail the enemy's ships would have been, 
in iHir possession in less than half an hour* My ship being 
burnt, 1 have given up the command to Captain Lambert^ and 
haVe recommended his supporting and protecting this island 
with Iphigenia^ and the ships' companies of Sinus and Magi- 
bienne. Provisions and water will immediately be wanted. 

^^ I have the honor to be^ &c. 
(Signed) *^ S. Pym/* 

We have already stated that Captain Lambert was obliged 
to capitidate to the Fcttt Louis squadron, on the 28th of the 
same monthf : la Nerdde's g^rious defbnce is thus described 
by one df Captain Willov^by's ocmimissioned officers^ in a 
letter to the author : 

" The Frendi force in India was iiowdivided> snd it was considered ex- 
pedient instantly to make an attack^ as the enemy lay exposed, except from 
the <fifficulties of the navigation ; they were moored, with springs on their 
cables, in the form of a crescent, and supported by two flankidg batteries. 

* The Ifafl^denne's total loss amounted to 8 killed and 20wounded. La 
Belloae hove herself off on the 26th Aug., and the other F^nch ships were 
also afloat by noon on the 27th. The Sinus, if actually, '' within shot of 
all the enemy^ posts and squadron,'' was wonderfully fortunate, for she bad 
not an officer or man hurt from the beginning to the end of the business. 

t See Vol. II. Part II. p. 718 ; and at p. 717 make die following cor- 
rection i^ar used every effort to prevent the French squadron from enter- 
ing the harbour, read succeeded in decoying the enemy into the port. 
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" iM Nerdde bill thb bbnotirable iitalkm akttgiied her of leMlng in, wliicli 
was done in the tttoet mMteHy style, receiving the enediy'a itikiog fire itk 
silence, until we had taken dor station on the bow bf the French commodore, 
and quarteir of the botfrtUe^wilhlH ha!/pi8toi'ih»t,y/i^n we opened an efiectire 
Are, and with the greatest coilfideiice of snceess, arurionsly looking for the 
imppoirt mnd omitanet ofthe reH of our sqtmdron, who we now perceived had 
gtontided in rotation, leavihf^ us in thU moot desperate Htuaiion, eaposedto the 
9ery uneqwd and deetructhe/lte if the whole French ojuadron\ The Siriiu 
hid grounded nearfy ota bfgun-ihot, and the other shi^s were in a position 
which wottld allow very few of thtir guns to bear : liad any of our squadrOB 
HoatiNl, atld Gome to our assistance, the contest must very soon have termi- 
iMMed in oor favour. We afterwards learned that the dedcs of out prindpal 
opponent had been thriee dear^, and that the French, from Port Louis, re- 
fitsing to jfoon board, the ship had been partly re-manned by Irish traitors, 
previously taken by the enekfoy, and enlisted into thehr servicef. We continnt- 
ed this unequal conflict undi ^kef&hfatton hoard were killed or wounded : Cap- 
tttib Willbaghby Ibst an ^ye, and the sight ofthe other was much impaired ; 
the flilBt Lieutenant was killed ; and the seicond wounded in the throat, 
breast, legs, and arms, jading there was no possibility of obtaining any 
relief we were under the painful necessity of striking, which the enemy 
did. not rc^^a^, but continued firing through and through us the whole ^ 
the night, during which we were in momentary expectation of being blown 
lip by their red-hot shot, which more than once set us on fire : we were also 
In imminent dctnger ofsinkingr ; but the latter disaster was fortunately pre^ 
Mntfld by (he cables and ^ring being shot away, and the ship running 
i^roitnd. We were Uien in tlie most dreadful state of carnage ever wH' 
nessed— ^ dead bodies lying on the dech, many qfthe erew dying, and 
most qfthe remainder severely wounded : words cannot express the horron 
ofthe scene. I have only to add, that this action was the most severe ever 
i^coMed in history, and that it was prolonged in the full hope and expec^ 
tuAon, that some ofthe squkdron would be able to come to our assistance ; 
fi¥ %adVbe soohet Ifi^Sed; tdl okeMce of sUceeiss would ihen hate been dSr- 
sin^^ otMg /b the w^ortunate situation of our consorts^* 

itib diBastrbtis isv^nlb df Aug. 22 and 23, and the iioble 
conduct of Captain Willoughby Jcm the laUer Hblj, are still 
more minutely described by Mr. Jatnes^ who has, however, 
mtide several materiftl mistakes, which it is iiow our business 
to Wrrefct. He says r— 

* Osptain Pym's letter proves that, ialthough Che Iphigenia (Ud not 
actually get aghmnd, she was unable to give la Nereide any effectual 
support : another officer informs us, that when bringing up, la Nereide's 
fiying jib-boom scarcely cleared la Bellone ! ! 

t See tK 179, last par. oT thfe text. 
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" The Sirius picked up the Nerekle's boat with Lieatenant Deacon on 
board ; and on the 22d, at 1 1-10 A. M., arrived off the island, and exchanged 
niunbers with the Nereide, still at anchor within it ; and who immediately 
hoisted the signals ' ready for action/ ' enemy of inferior force.' Having, 
from the situation of the Ftaicli squadron, dedded on an immediate at- 
tack, Gaptun Pym made the signal for the master of the Nereide. Mr. 
.Robert Lesby accordingly went on board the Sirius, to conduct her, as he 
supposed, to the anchorage at the back of the island* The Sirius now 
made allsaU, with the usual E. S. E. or trade wind, and bore up for the 
passage; and at 2-40 P. M., agreeably to a signal to that effect from the 
Sinus, the Nereide got under weigh, and, under her ^ayeaih only, stood 
qfter her consort down the channel to Grand Port. At 4 P. M., having 
still the Nereide's master on board, but not her bkck j^Iot, who was the 
only person that knew the harbour, the Sirius unfortunately grounded 
upon a point of the shoal on the larboard side of the channel ; and» having 
run down with her square-sails set, and consequently with a great deal of 
way upon her, the ship was forced a considerable distance on the bank. 
The Nereide immediately bh>ught up,, and Captain Willoughby went on 
board the Sirius, to assist in getting her afloat */' 

Instead of la Mereide foUowing the Sirius^ she preceded 
her; and Captain Willoughby^ being personally weU ac- 
quainted with Port S. E.^ would have led Captain Pym safely 
alongside the enemy^ had not the latter officer carried so 
much sail that he was obliged to yaw about, in order to avoid 
running aboard la Nereide — ^it was in consequence of his 
being under this necessity^ that the Sirius grounded. Mr. 
James should have added, that the master of la Nereide knew 
less of Port S. £S. than any other officer belonging to her^ as 
he was always left in the command of the ship, whilst Cap-* 
tain Willoughby and his Lieutenants were either on shore 
or employed in sounding the harbour : — in fact, Mr. Lesby 
had never before been so far in as the spot where the SiriuB 
grounded on the 22d August. 

** At 10 A. M., Aug. 23, the Iphigenia and Ma^denne were seen beat* 
ii^ up for Isle de la Passe ; and Captain Willoughby immediately sent his 
master, who had returned from the Sirius, to conduct them to the anchor-* 
age. ♦ • • #. At 4-40 P. M., by wgnal from the Sirius, the four frigatea 
got under way ; and, preceded by the Nereide with her black pilot on 
board, stood down the channel to Grand Port. •••••*, 



• tfm>. Hiii. v, p. 413. 
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*' The Nerelde» itlll with itay-ioih onfy, cleared the tortaous ehannel, 
and stood along the edge of the reef that skirto the harbour directly for the 
rearmost French ship. The Sirios, about a quarter of an hour or 20 mi- 
nutes after she had wdghed, keeping this time too much on the starboud 
bandy touched the ground. Very shoal water appearing ahead, the bett 
bower anchor was let go ; but the velocity of the ship was so greats as to 
nm the cable out in spite of stoppers and every other effort to check her 
way. The small-bower was then let go, but to no purpose, the ship cond- 
nuing to tear both cables out with great rapidity ; and unfortunately, the 
helm having been put a-port, the ship struck on a coral reef, wUcb, a 
minute or two before, must have been en her starboard bow. Just as the 
Sirius had taken the ground, the French ships began firing, and theur shot 
passed 0wr ike Nereide *. 

" With the Sinus as a beacon, the Magicienne and Ipldgenia succet- 
rively deared die channel; but, at 5-15 P. M., while steering for her 
station, and of course wide of the track in which the Nereide, with the 
only pHot in the squadron was steering^ the Magicienne grounded on a 
bank, in such a posidon, that only three of her foremost guns on eadi 
deck could bear upon the enemy ; from whom she was then distant about 
400 yards. Seeing what had befallen the Ma^denne, the Iph]genia« wlio 
was close in her rear, dropped her stream anchor, and came to by the 
stem in six fieahoms : she then let go the best bowor under foot, thereby 
bringing her starboard broadside to bear upon the Minervc $ into whom, at 
a pistol-shot distance, the Iphigenia immediately poured a heavy and de- 
■tmcdve fire. By this dme the Nereide was also in hot action, and to her 
we must now attend, 

'' Just as, regardless of the raking fire opened upon the Nereide in her 
approach, he was about to take up his allotted position on the bow of the 
Victor, Captain Willoughby saw what bad befallen the Sirius ; and, widi 
characteristic gallantry, steered for, and in his 12-pounder frigate anchorad 
upon the beam of the Bellone, at the distance of less than 200 yards. Be- 
tween these two ill-matched slups, at about 5-15 P. M., a furious cannonade 
commenced; the ^^ctor, from her slanting position on the Nerdde's 
quarter, being also enabled to take an occasional part in it. At 6-15, after 
having recdved an occasional fire from the bow guns of the Magicienne^ 
and the quarter guns of the Iphigenia, the Ceylon hauled down her colours, 
and Captain Lambert immediately hailed the Magidenne to take possea- 
aion : at that instant the Ceylon was seen with her top-suls set, running 



* Although the master of the Sirius was unacqudnted with the haiv 
bour, he of course attended to the steering of the ship, and took partkular 
notice of every cast of the lead. From two charts drawn by Mr. Lesby, 
and now lying before us, we find that the soundings in la Nerdde's tndk 
were very regular; the depth of water gradndly decreasing from 16 to 5 
fetiioms. 
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<m fhore. At 6-80, the Minerye, having had her cable «bot awaj, made 
Bul after the Ceyloh. Both these ships grounded near the Bellone ; bat 
the Ceylon first ran foul of the Lttter, and compelled her to cut and run 
aground also : the BeUone, hovrever, lay in such a position that her broad- 
side sUU bore on the Nereide V 

I^a Bellone did not cut in consequence of the Ceylon running 
fbul of her; but ^oltrntarifyf and that for the eJepress purpose 
bf gisitihg further firofn la Nereide*s ^re, as is implied ih 
Ca{itain Pym's letter^ and tacitly admitted by Monsieur 
Duperr^; Mr. James continues his account in the following 
terms : — 

*' At a few minutes before 7 P. M., the Nereide's spring was jhot away, 
add the ship immediately swung stem on to the Bellone's broadside. A 
most severe raking fire followed. To avoid this, and bring her starboard 
broadside to bear, the Nereide cat her small bower cable, and, letting go 
the best, succeeded so far in her object. At aboiit 10 P. M., or a little 
ifterwards, a piece of grape, or langridgie, from one of the Nereide's guns, 
etst Ga|)tahi Duperr^ on the head, and knocked him senseless upon the 
dec^iT -As Um fire of the Minerve was now completely masked. by that of 
the Biillonei Captain Bouvet removed irota the former on board the latter, 
arid took the command." 

•La Nei«ide did not make use of langridge^ but gn^e and 
bkh^Mer she dischai^d in abundance 5 Which no other ship 
i¥as near enough the enemy to do. 

The fire of la Minerve was never completely masked by la 
Bellone. On the contrary^ three of her long l8-pounders and 
two 36-pounder carronades continued incessantly to play 
^I^m la Neteide during Uie remainder of her five hours* des- 
be)rate a^d sanguinary battle^ the whole timid within hail of 
la Bellone. 

Since the early part of the action^ Captain WiUoughby had 
}>een severely wounded by a splinter on the left cheeky which 
had nko torn his eye completely out of the socket. The first 
Ideutenant lay mortally, and the second most dangerously 
Wbimd^d ; 1 marine officer, 2 officers of foot, I of artilleiy, 2 
midshipmen, and the greater part of the crew and soldiers, were 
cither killed or tabled. Most of the quarter-deck, and several 
of the main* deck guns were dismounted ; the hull of the ship 
was shattered in all directions, and striking the ground 
astannu His frigate being in this state^ and five hours having 

* Nov. Hist, Y, p. 415. 
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el^ced since the commeneement of the action, withatU thm 
arrival of a single boat from any one of thesfuadrony or even 
a stgmd being made to her, Captain Willoughby now ordered 
the feebly maintained fire of the Nereide to cease, and the 
few sarvivots of the crew to shdter themselves in the lower 
part of die ship. He then sent acting Lieutenant William 
Weiss (a very young man who had not yet served hil» full time 
as a midshipman), with one of the two remaining boats, on' 
bcfard the Sirius, ^' to acquidnt Captain Pym with the d^ 
(lenceless state of the ship ; leaving it to his judgment, an 
the Si^ior officer, whether or not it was practicable to tow 
tiie Nereide beyond the reach of the enemy's shot, or to taKe 
out the wounded and set her on fire ; an act that would have 
greatfy endangered, and might have been the means of de^ 
itrti^ng the Beltone herself, as well as the whole cluster qjf 
ffrtiunded ships, the situation of which cannot be better ex- 
pressed than in the words of Captain Pym himself, — ^ the 
whole of the enemy on shore in a heap*.* ** 

At about 10-45 P. M., a boat from the Sirius, with an officer 
ctf that frigate, also lieutenant Davis of the engineers, andMt. 
Welsb^ whode boat had been sunk before he got well along-^ 
^ide of the cotnmodDre, reached la Nereide, With a message 
fi;om Capt^n Pym, requesting her persevering commander to 
abandon his ship and come on board the Sirius ; but, with a 
feeling that did him honor, Captain Willoughby sent back 
word that he would not quit her, until every officer and man 

was first removed t** 
Although Captain Willoughby refused to leave his ship, he 

ordered all the wounded officers to be taken on board the 

Sirius^ and they, of course, gladly availed themselves of the 

opportunity, with the exception of the master, who, not 

b^ng dangerously hurt, remained with his heroic conmian- 

der. At that period no one on board la Nereide supposed 

that the Sirius was in danger of being lost : on the contrary^ 

those who were removed to the latter ship felt happy in having 

thus escaped being made prisoners, seeing that they had no- 

♦ Nav. ffUi. V, 416. 
f irhe above fact w^ sworn to by Mr. Welds, it ili^ stibtequeht iHU of 
Ckpkm WiHougliby, &c. 
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thing to fear from the enemy's distant fire. That Captain 
Pym himself did not then consider the Sinus in an utterly 
hopeless state^ is evident from his anxiety for Captain Wil- 
loughby's removal to her, lest the conduct of the latter, in 
having negociated with the inhabitants of Grand Port, and 
£stributed Governor Farquhar's proclamations, might prove 
prejudicial to him. 

'' At 11 P. M., Captain WillougfaUy sent an officer to tlie Bellone, which 
atill continued a very destructive fire, to say that the Nerdde had struck ; 
but 9 being in a sinking state from shot-holes, the boat returned without 
having reached the French ship. At about 30 minutes past midnight, the 
mun-mast of the Nereide went by the board. At 1-30 A. M., on the 24th, 
several of her ropes caught fire, but the flames were quickly extinguished. 
At about 1-50, after having been repeatedly hailed without effect by one 
or the other of the French prisoners who were on board the Nereide, the 
Bellone discontinued her fire. The Iphigenia and Magicienne, a portion 
of whose fire had already dismounted the guns at the battery de la Reine, 
then ceased thdrs ; and all was silent •• 

*' At day-light the Bellone re-opened her fire upon the Nereide. To 
put a stop to this, French colours were lashed to the fcire-rig^ng ; but 
•tin the enemy continued their fire. It was now surmised, and very natu- 
rally too, that the cause of dus persevering hostility was the umon-jadc 
al the mizen-top-gallant-mast-head, which could not be hauled down ; for 
by one account f it had been nuled there ; and, by another, the haliards 
had been shot away, as well as all the rigging and ropes by which the mast 
could be ascended. As the only alternative, the mizen-mast was cut 
away, and the firing of the Bellone instantly ceased {.'' 

Of la Nereide*8 established complement^ as stated at p. 

148^ only 202 were on board when she went into action ;— 

she had sailed from the Cape (in April) with only 228; since 

then 10 had been either killed or invalided^ and a master's- 

mate and 15 men were absent cnusingin her tender. To the 

first mentioned number^ however^ should be added 3 military 

officers^ 2 of whom were killed^ the other severely wounded^ 

12 artillery men^ 50 grenadiers^ and 10 light infantry^ part of 

those recentiy exchanged at Port Louis^ making a total of 277 

persons. Commodore Duperr^ says^ in his official report to 

General De Caen :— 

<' L^ 22, la fr^te anglidse le Syrhis se jmgnit k la £r6gate la Nereide, 
mouill^ sous risle de la Passe; toutes deux firent un mouvement pour 
m'attaquer. Dam ce momem vatre Ewcettence eannaUsani la posiiitm det 

• Nav. HUt. V. 417. t ^ Nereide's log. J Nav. Hut. v. 418, 
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egwpagei comMrMemet^t ajfaibiispar Varmemeni des pHsei ei les e»* 
gagemeM gautenus pendant la oampagne nCevpidM un detachement de 60 
martns de la /rugate la Manche et de la corvette ^Entreprenant, stnu le 
commandement de MM, Coite^ lieutenant de vaisteau ; f^eithrd, Esnoi^, 
Junot, enseignesi et Dubosq, Fergoe, Pautrel, AmaUld, et t>e9cwnhe8, 
oipirans i auguelfassightd de suite vn poite h bard des differs' bdtimens K 
The loss on board the Preach sbips^ according to Commo- 
dore Duperrd's statement^ amomited to 37 killed^ and 112 
wounded. Amongst the former were ^^ MM. Montozon et 
Meunier, officiers de la Bellone; Lanchon^ dela corvette U 
Victor; et Amaud^ aspirant/' Our readers will not fail to 
observe^ that those officers^ the only French ones slain, he* 
longed to la Nereide's immediate opponents ; and that Cap- 
tain Willoughby's was the only English ship that had an 
officer killed. The number of men on board la Bellone^ 
at the commencement of the battle^ could scarcely have been 
less than 400 or 420^ and none were wanted to attend to the 
sails* The enemy's admitted loss^ considering that it must 
nearly all have been inflicted by la Nereide^ was highly ere-* 
ditable to the skill and exertions of her officers and cfew ; to^ 
whose assistance not a single man was sent during the whote 
conffict, although^ at the time when all the French shiptf 
and batteries opened upon her^ or, more properly speaking, 
at the commencement of the second action, Captain Wil- 
loughby^ the two senior laeutenants, and half of her men, 
were already hors de combat* 

We say at the commencement of the second action, be^ 
cause we consider that la Nereide fought two distinct battles 
on the 23d Aug. 1810— the first with la Bellone and le Victor, 
which ships, although supported by a flanking battery, were 
indisputably defeated by her ; and the second with the whole 
French squadron, supported by several batteries. 

Judging from what la Nereide effected alone, we also think 
that Captain Pym was perfectly justified in saying, ^^ nothing 
was wanting, to make a most complete victory, but one of the 
other frigates to close with la Bellone ;'' and that if he could 
have got alongside of her, all the enemy's ships would have 
been taken in less than half an hour. It is our firm belief, 
that if it had been decreed from above, that even the Magi- 

* Oazette des Isles de France et BoDaparte, 26 Sept. 1810. 
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cienne, the weakest of the other three British frigate^^ 
should have followed Captain Willoughby into close action^ 
the victory would have been theirs in a very short time. 

The French did not take possession of la Nereide until 
nearly 3 P. M. Lieutenant Roasain then went on board for 
that purpose, spiked all the guns, liberated 20 of his country- 
men who had been taken by the British^ and reported to 
Commodore Duperrd, that 100 of the latter were lying dead 
or dying upon hev decks* 

** M. le Lieatenant de Vaissean, Rouisin^V gays the Commodore, *^ fvA 
envo;^ k marioer h Nireide, 11 k trouya dam ua ^(at impossible 4 <16- 
crire ; 100 morts ou iQourans ^taicait 4vr lea p<vit8 ; son ca]^taine, M^ 
Willoughby, ^tait bless^ f /' 

In justice to the petty .officers^ seamen, marines, and solr 

diers on board la Nereide, we must here observe, that the few 

who escaped unhurt, and very few there were, together with 

those not totally incapacitated by their wounds, most heroically 

kept up the unequal fight for some time after they had been 

left without a single commissioned or warrant officer to direc^ 

them : — the following is a list of the officers belonging to, and 

supernumeraries on board la Nereide, A^g. 23^ 1810 : 

N.' J. Willoughby, Captain, daogeroudy wooaded. 

John Burns, l^t lieutenant, mortally 

Henry C. Deacon, 2d ditto, dangerously 

William Weiss, {dd ditto, (acting^,) no one yet joined in lieu of fBe 

former. 
William Lesby, Master, recdvAd a severe contnuoa in the side by a 

splinter, during the ac(^n ; and aftepvards had his han4 badly bunili 

in extinguishing^ the fire in the rigging. 
Thomas R. Pye, Lieut, ft* M^ n^t recovered firom ^ wound received 

at the attfvck of St. Pauls ; see p. 148, par, 1. 
Thomas S. Cox, lieutenant, R. M., severely wounded. 
John Strong, Boatswam, ... ditto, 
John Constahle,. Gunner, ) 
^hn l^ar^ CarftesAer, > QiVfrt^^ belm> 
Geoq;e Yousig^ Surgeon, j| 

f French Gaggtie.^^! the a^ove number, two, and lew <miy, were 
VSkA after la NereUe oeafttd 10 resist. N. B. According to Mr. James^ 
she-had ft least 137 wounded ; hi|i aj^tement respecting ti^ 8l(i^„ agrees wilik 
that gpven at p. 16$ :-rCapt. Bra^on says that 11$ were killed and man|[ 
mortally wounded. 
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Thomas Stones, Poner, atoji^ OD duty at Bourbon. 
Lieutenapt Davies, Mad. Eng. abient on board Sirius. 

Aldwinkle,Mad. Art.i -^... , 

Morlett,33dRegt. J *^^- 

— '' Needhall, 69tli do. severely wounded. • 

Vice-Admiral Bertie, wh^n reporting the destruction of 
the Sirius and Mngicienne, and the surrender to the ene!- 
my of the Iphigenia and Nereide, says ^'the latter after 
a GLORIOUS resistance, almost unparalleled even in the 
brilliant annals of the British navy," In another part o^ 
the same letter he acquaints the Admiralty that, ^' leaving 
found it practicable to equip the Veuus/' a French frigatei 
captured by Captain Rowley, on the 18th Sept. 1810,^ he had 
not hesitated '^ to commission her for the time being, under- 
the name of the Nereide, in commemoration of the galliEmil/ 
defence of his Majesty's late ship bearing that name/' 

Ci^tain Willoughby being now a prisoner, a council wvsa 
held by General De Caen, to determine whether or not he 
should be punished for having intrigued with the leading 
people of the island, and distributed proclamations, having a 
tendency to Subvert the allegiance of the inhabitants in gene- 
ral. It was decided, notmthstanding his previous UabHityf^ 
that, as he had been taken in honorablf^ fight, he should be. 
treated as. a prisoner of war. On this occasion, the FveDch 
gpvemor is reported to have said, ^ Let ihef outre live ; he has' 
lost his eye and bia ship, after defending her most galtantiy."' 

* We beBeve that la Nereide had ouly four midshipmea on boanjj^ one of 
whom> Mr. George 'Hmmins^ was killed; another^ Mr. Samuel Costerton, 
severely wouoidei}. Soipe of the circumstances attending her famous de- 
fienc^ f troi^iy ze^iind Ds of the )f^ battle foughtby SurltidiardGrenviile, 
in jthe reigp of Queen Elissabedi. Tbat heroic officer, being adviied to trwt 
to the good Maling of his ship (or safety^ peremptorily nsfosed to fly iama^f 
th/e enepiiyy telHng his officers, " that he would much rather die than l^ww* 
siifch a 9wu:k of dishonor on hioiself» his country, and the Qaeen's ship.^ lA- 
coi^^^encie of this rei^lvtiop, he was presently snrronnded by the whble 
Spanish fleet, whidi he ipo#t gaUan^.fought from about 3 P. M., AngiutJ 
31, 159JL,.untU the bpeakof daynext momiog, continuing to give lus orders 
although wounded early in the action* Of his officers and craw, qnly- 103' 
in number, 40 were killed and almost all the rest wounded : his masts were 
shot away, and his ship reduced to a perfect wreck, imabl^ to move ' one 
way or the other. See CawpbelPs lAves nfthe Adfrihc^i efition of 1813, 
Vol. I. p. 448. 
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It is almost needless to add that poor Johnson^ the black 
pilots who had been Captain WiUoughby's guide in all his 
landings^ was immediately put to death. 

As for la Nereide^ she was rendered so completely hors de 
combat before her colours were hauled down^ that we doubt 
whether the enemy ever attempted to repair her : at aU events, 
the British^ when they captured the Mauritius^ found it im- 
possible to do so^ and she was consequently sold only to be 
broken up. The following statement appears in ^^ Brenton'ci 
Naval History':*' 

'' No part of her was sheltered ; the shot of the eaeniy penetrated to the 
liold and the breadrroom, where a joang midshipman was killed, as he lay 
bleeding from a previous wound. Captain Willoughby, Iia^ng lost an eye;, 
and bdng otherwise severely hurt, was removed from the bread-room to 
the fore part of the hold, as less exposed to shof 

This passage in the ^^ Naval History" gave rise to a cor- 
respondence^ which we shall now transcribe^ although its 
insertion here is not strictly according to chronological order : 

'' Ropal Naval Club, Bmd Sireei, Feb. 10, 1826. 
'' My dear Sir,— «In reading your Naval Ifistory, I find respecting my- 
self a few errors, wluch I trust you will correct in your second edidoa s 
the one to which I particularly allude, is in volume 4th, page 469, where 
you say ' I was, after being wounded, removed from the bread-room to the 
fore part of the hold, as being less exposed to shot.' This you will find, 
upon enquiry, Is not the fact, as, aflter I was wounded, I was in no part of 
the ship but the gun-room and cock-pit. I remun, my dear Sir, very 

truly yours^ 

(Signed) •' N. J. Willoughbt.*' 

*' 7b Capiain Edward BreiU<m, R. NV 

(Answer.) 

'< 4, Park Lane, Feb. 10, 1826. 

** My dear Sir,— I am extremely sorry that any statement of mine 

should have caused you one moment's pain. Upon the circumstance of 

your removal from the bread-room to the fore-part of the ship, or fbre-^ 

hold, I was mis-informed, as appears by your surgeon's letter, and the 

statement of other officers. I shall have great pleasure in contradicting it f 

and with respect to the other inaccuracies, they shall be corrected in ano-- 

tiier edition. I remain, my dear Sir, yours very ^cerely, 

(Signed) " B. P. Brbntow .'^ 

*' To C^tain mUaugkby, R. N. C. B. •"* 

* Mr. Oeorge Tlmmins, the midshipman alluded to by Captain Brenton,, 
was wounded at lus quarters on the main-deck^ and bad his head shot off 
wlule sitting at the door of his mess-berth. 
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Shortly after the capture of the Isle of France^ Captain 
Willoughby was tried by a court-martial^ for the loss of his 
ship^ and for his conduct from the time she anchored ofFrisle 
de la Passe until her surrender. The following is a copy of 
the sentence : 

'' The Court is of epinion, that the conduct of Captain WillQiq[hby" (on 
the twenty-iecond Au^.) '' was injudicious, in making the signal ' enemy 
of inferior force' to the Sinus, she bein^" then " the only ship in sight, 
and not justifiable, as the enemy was superior. But the Court is of opinion, 
that his Majesty's late ship Nereide was carried mto battle *' (on the twenty^ 
third) "in aHOST judicious, officer-like, and gallant manner; and 
the Court cannot do otherwise than express its high admiration of the noble 
conduct of the captain, officers, and ship's company, during the whole of 
the unequal contest, and is further of opinion, that the Nereide was not 
surrendered to the enemy, until she was disabled in every respect, so as to 
render all further resistance useless, and that no blame whatever attaches 
to them for the loss of the sud ship : the Court doth therefore adjudge 
Cc^tun Willonghby, the officers, and ship's company of his Majesty's late 
ship Nerdde^ to be most honorably acqmtted; and they are hereby host 
HONORABLY ACQUITTED accordingly." 

Captain Willoughby's address to the Court^ corroborates 
what we have stated at pp. 159 and 161^ respecting the enemy 
at Port Louis being ready for sea, and Us volunteering to 
lead in and attack Duperr^'s squadron. It moreover informs 
118^ that the signals '^ ready for action'^ and '^ enemy of in- 
ferioT force** were made, to counteract the effect of an indica- 
tion of inability^ by the appearance of a stage up la Nereide's 
foremast^ which had been badly wounded on the 20th August* 

Having thus placed upon record the ^^ gloriotts" and 
^^ noble** conduct of "poor Nereide,** whose officers, &c., 
were^ in our opinion, rather to be envied than pitied, we can- 
not avoid remarking, how weighty a responsibility Captain 
Willoughby took upon himself, in volunteering to lead his 
senior officer into action ; and the anxiety he must have ex- 
perienced both on the 22d and 23d August : had la Nereide, 
from any unforeseen circumstance, got on shore when run-; 
ning down to the enemy, a universal outcry would have been 
raised against him, and his judges would have passed some- 
thing very different to the above unprecedented sentence. 

8UPPL. PART ir. N 
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We fifaall now make oar readers acqdainted with the opitilbn 
entertained by the Governor-General of India, of her sangui- 
iiary battle at Port Sod- Est, on which occasion she had many 
more men kflled than the whole British scjnadron, in the much 
talked-of recent affair at Navariu *, and at least 20 more than 
were slidn in our whole fleet, at the celebrated baittle off Cape 
St. Vincent, Feb. 14, 1797- The following are extracts of two 
letters from Lord Minto to Governor Farquhar, dated Oct. 19^ 
and Oct, 21, 1810 r— 

'' It 18 BoperflaotiB to expreds the extreme concern and di^mppointment 
tvldch the oCcufrence of this disaster has occasioned to my mind ; bat 
deeply as I lament the feilare of the guUant attempt to capture 6r destroy 
the enemy's naval force in the harbonr of Port S. E.^ and especially the 
loss of the ships which have been destroyed^ and of the many valnable 
officer and men who have fallen on this occasion, it is yet satisfactory to 
iPeflect, that the result of it is alone to he ascribed to the operation of causes 
l^ond the controul of human faresight and precaution, while it aflfbrds 
another and diistinguished instance of that spirit aikd heroism which cfaa* 
racterize the British navy, and whieh in the recent contest has been 
displayed in a degree seldom equalled, and periiaps never surpassed, under 
the most trying circumstances of difficultly, danger, and distress/' 



** The first feelings I am anxious to convey, are those of regret and af- 
fliction, at the loss of so many precious lives, and the sufferings of the 
survivhig officers and men, in the afikir at Port S.E. : that sentTmtot, 
however, is immediately succeeded by admiratios of the extrdordhiiby 
Iteroism that distmguished that disastrous day, and which has attached t<yitai 
spedes of, and degree of glory, wluch fortunate events alone cannot confer. 
Courage which survives hope, and unbroken spirit under such complicated 
evils as those of the 23d August, are the highest efforts of human charac- 
ter, and place those who have displayed them amongst the superior beings 
of our race. What are we to tluhk, therefore, of a whole profession, ii^hfch 
neverfails to produce those demi-gods, whenever they are called for ; and 
iHay we not reasonably be proud of a country which constantly produces, 
to that profession, fresh and successive crowds of such heroes.'* 

Presuming that some of our readers have not perused the 
accounts given by Brenton and James, of Capt. Willoughby's 
daring conduct at Jacotel and in Port Sud-Est, we shall here 
give some extracts of their statements. Speaking of the 

* See Captain Sir Thomas Fblpowbs, C. B. 
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successes of Commodore Rowley, previous to the reduction 
of the Isle of France, the former writer says :— 

'* There was one circumstance attending the attack on thbisland, which, 
though hitherto scarcely noticed by lustorians, contributed greatly to en- 
lighten the rohids of the inhabitants, till then kept in profound ignoranee of 
the state of things. We mean the daring adventure of Capt. Willoughby, 
of the Nereide, who, after landing at Jacotel, penetrated into the interior 
of the island, and distributed the proclamations which made the inhabitants 
acquunted with the yievn of the British government, and induced them, 
on our forces' landing, to lay down their arms, and gladly avail themselves 
of British protection*." 

. After recording the most honorable acquittal of Captain 
Willoughby, Mr. James thus happily expresses himself : — 

" To this testimony in fieivor of the Nereide, we shall merely add, that 
the noble behaviour of her officers and crew threw such a halo of glorjr 
around the defeat at Grand Port, that, in public opinion at least, the loss of 
the four frigates was scarcely considered a nusfortune f ." 

On the morning of the 30th Nov. 1810, the day after the debarkation 
of tW British troops under Major-(}eneral Abercromby, *' there was a 
slight skirmishing between the adverse pickets ; and on the 1st and 2d of 
December, an affidr, rather more serious, took place between the British 
main body and a corpa oiF tiie enemy, who with several fiefd-jMeces had 
taken a strong position to check the advance of the invaders. The FrencJ^ 
however, were soon overpowered by numbers, ••••••. Immediately 

after the termination of this battie. General De Caen, who, in the slight 
support he received from the Colonial Militia, now learnt to appreciate the 
effects of the proclamations so industriously spread among them by Capt^ 
Willoughby, proposed terms of capitulation ; and on the following monungy 
the dd, the articles were signed, and ratifications exchanged, surrendei^ 
itheisland to Great Britun. The garrison of the Isle qf France consisted^ 
U appears, o/no more than 1300 regular troops, including, to their shame 
be it spoken, a corps of about 500 Irishmen, chiefly recruits taken out of 
the captured Indiamen. But the militia force amounted to upwards of 10,000 
meni a number which General De Caen, no doubt, would have gladlg 
oMchangedfor as many more regulars as he had under lus command %•* 



• Brenton, ▼, 481. t J^ames, v, 431. 

* 

t Id. 475.— N. B, In this we perfectly agree with Mr. James ; for Ge- 
neral De Caen, knowing that Captain Willoughby, at the head of only 200 
men, had landed and marched upwards of 20 miles in the face of 2200$ 
must have felt that he could stand but little chance of retaining his govern- 
ment, by means of the French militia, after 13,000 British and native 
tnx^ haid been brought against him. 

N 2 
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The opinions entertained by the English Governors of the 
Isles of France and Bourbon, of the beneficial effects produced 
upon the French militia^ by the proclamations which Captain 
Willoughby had circulated among them, are contained in two 
public letters written by those gentlemen when he was on the 
eve of his departure for England. The following are copies 
of the said documents ; and that dated Dec. 27^ 1810, is the 
only correct one that has ever met the public eye :— 

Governor Farquhar to Captain Willoughbt. 

" Port Louis, Sth Jan. I8I1. 

'' Sir, — ^The unfortunate, though gallant affair, in wludh you 80 emv- 
nently distinguished yourself at Grand Port, and which for a short time 
intemipted all communication with you, prevented my replying imme- 
diately to your despatch, which I received on the 2l8t August, informing 
me of your having landed in the Isle of France, on the 1 7th and I Sth 
that month; of your having destroyed the batteries and magazines at Grand 
Port, and cUsOibuted the proclamations with which I had entrusted you, 
for the bhabitants of the Isle of France. I cannot, however, permit you 
to quit tlus colony vnthout expresshig to you my warmest acknowledg- 
ments, for the very satisfoctory manner in which yoa executed every part 
of this important duty. I feel it the more necessary now to make tlus 
official declaration of my sentiments to you, from the more intimate know, 
ledge I have acquired, since I assumed this government, of the beneBcial 
efiects produced by those proclamations on the minds of the inhabitants. 
However much, therefore, I am disposed to adnure that enterprising spirit 
ind perseverance which dared to land at the second principal port of the 
nudn island, at tiie head of only 200 men, and to efiect a long inarch of 
20 miles, for the purpose of destroying the defences, in the feuie of an 
enemy far superior to you ; and however much I must commend that 
prudence and discretion which enabled you to re-embark without the lotfs 
of a single man, after having' effected every obfect you had in view, it is 
still more my indispensable duty, as being in my immediate province, to 
bear this public testimony of the prompt and efficient execution of the de- 
licate and dangerous service which you undertook, of issuing my proclama- 
tions to the inhabitants of a neighbouring hostile colony ! I feel convinced 
that this, amongst the many other more brilliant services in which you 
have been engaged, and of which you bear so many honorable marks, will 
speedily replace you in a situation which will afford ample scope for the 
exercise of the distinguished naval talents and undaunted heroism which 
your countrymen, as well as the enemy, unanimously bear testimony of 
your possessing. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " R. T. Farquhar." 
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LieuienanUGowernor Keating to Captain fFiUaughby. 

** St. Denis, Isle ofBtmrbon, 27th Dec. 1810. 

'* Sir^ — I cannot allow you to depart from these islands, that have lo 
often witnessed with wonder the intrepid, daring valour of your conduct, 
without joining in the general wish — that qualities so valuable maybe duly 
appreciated by our Country, and that services so singularly eminent may 
be distinguished by the beneficence of our gracious Sovereign. 

*' Among the applauses of your own service, and the admiration of eura, 
the testimony of my sentiments can add but little to your fame; but I 
should be ungrateful, did I not state how large a share is due to you in the 
conquest of these islands, where so much has been done by the few — so 
■little by the many. 

** On my first reconnoitreing these citadels of French power in the East, 
I found the name of \^lloughby already familiar with the inhabitants as a 
vigilant enterprising enemy — and a generous conqueror. 

*' When we captured St. Paul's, it was the gallant Corbett * who recon- 
noitred QUF landing place, and enabled us to debark with a secrecy and 
rapidity perhaps unequalled. You then fought by my side, leading by your 
exapople 80 seamen to the most daring achievements. I felt the full value 
'of your- services ; my testimony of them is on record. When I had led 
my force back to Rodriguez, you, ever indefatigable and on the watch for 
the enemy, made a landing at Jacotel, in the Isle of FVance, and expe- 
rimentally confirmed our information as to the strength of the enemy^ 
while your gallantry in carrying off a number of prisoners in the fact of a 
superior enemy, was a new proof of unshrinking determination, that sur- 
prised even your friends. 

'' The conquest of Bourbon was the next scene in which your conduct 
was displayed, and this also is on record. 

** After this achievement, while most were refreshing themselves after 
the toils, hardships, and privations, that were^the lot of all, you, never in- 
active while any thing remuned undone, volunteered to take the Isle de la 
Passe, commanding the chief entrance to S. E. Port, and I gave you 100 
chosen men to assist in that important service. 

" Your next attempt was on Point du Diable, the strongest post in the 
south of the Mauritius, and doubly valuable as commanding the other en- 
trance of Port S. £• 

** The gallantry of this attadc, its complete success without the loss of a 
man on your side ; your march of 20 miles afterwards, when from the dis- 
position of your force, you compelled a superior to retreat before you with 
loss ; youc distribution of the proclamation of the Honorable the Governor, 



* Gaptdn l^illongfaby's predecessor in la Nereidc, of whom mention is 
made at p. 629, of our first volume « 



182 FOfiT-CAPTAIMS OV 1810. 

which was attended with effects so beneficial, by demonstrating the views 
of our country in takin^if possession of these coloides; the ord^ly conduct 
of your force in abstaining from any act of irregularity, and thus gaining 
the confidence of the inhabitants ; these were services of no ordinary de- 
scription. 

" I now appr6ach that period of your services, which will hand your 
name to posterity *among those consecrated by the admiration of our 
country. Here, in the nervous language of the Governor-General, *ifpm 
displayed a heroism almost fabulous^ and acquired a glory of too transqen-' 
d^Ua character, to be retired by any other portion qfthe human race ,, than 
the seefmen and soldiers of our own nation.' 

** Whatever I could add to a testimony so exalted, would be superfluous. 
I must now take oiy leave ; you quit those scenes where we have fought 
together and bled for our country; but you return to no ungrateful 
country ; she lias long been known to reward that portion of her sons who 
^ave raised her name to the most exalted of the earth ; and in thus honor* 
ing the splendid exertipns of superior merit, has founded the most impreg* 
nable bulwark of her strength. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) "Hy. S. Kbatino.'» 

On his return to England^ Captwi Willoughby was sur« 
veyed by the College of Sungeons^ and in consequence of th^ip 
report^ a pension of 300/. per annum was granted to bim^ Od. 
4^ 1811 1 they stating, that he had not only lost an eye^ but 
that his other wounds were more than equal to the loss of a 
limb. In 1816^ this pension was increased to 550/. per an- 
num, commencing from July 1^ in that year^ agreeably to H. 
M. Order in Council^ dated Nov* 27« 

Having now arrived at.ihe conclusion of Captain WU- 
loughby*s naval services, during the late war, we cannot help 
remarking, that he had* the peculiar good fortune never to be 
discomfited, either afloat or on shore^ when the service to be 
performed was arranged by himself, and the plan carried into 
execution under his own directions. From, the tiim^ of his 
joining the (Xter until the twentieth of Ai^ust, 1810^ that 
day also included, his astonishing efforts to signalize himself 
were invariably successful. His only unfortunate action was 
fought under the orders of a superior officer ! 

In 1812, having no immediate prospect of employment 
afloat. Captain Willoughby obtained leave to go abroad ; and 
repaired to the Balticj ready to serve as a volunteer wherever 
active service might be in contemplation. 
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Hearkig upon hli arrival^ thatr Riga was about to be be* 
sieged by the French and Prussian fiirces under Marshals 
M acdonidd and Yorck ; and that Rear- Admiral T. B. Martin 
had gone thither to co-operate with the Russian garrison, 
Captain WiUoughby ipamediately made a tender of his ser- 
vices to that officer, from whom he received a handsome let* 
ter in return, acquainting him that there was no immediate 
apprehension of an attack. 

Upon receiving the Rear-Admiral*s answer, Captain Wil- 
loughby's enterprising spirit led him without loss of time tp 
St. Petersburgh^ at which goiurt Earl Cathcart was then re- 
(dding as British Ambassador, and through whom he solici- 
ted permission to serve in the Russian army ; offering to fur* 
nish himself with all necessary equipments, and to continue 
under the Imperial standard, widiout pay or compensatiofi 
of any kind, during the war then recently bjegun between 
Alexander and Napoleon. 

A short correspondence took place, in consequence of his 
being an English officer on half-pay ; but at length his servi- 
ces were accepted by the Czar, who commanded that he 
shoidd repair to Riga, and put himself under the orders of 
General Essen, the governor of that city. While there, we 
findJiim livuig with the conunanding officers of the British 
flotUla, the present Capttdns Hew Steuart and John Brenton, 

On the a6th Sept. 1812, Captain WiUoughby left Riga, 
under the command of Lieutenant-General Count Steinheil^ 
who had lately arrived from Finland, with 15,000 troops^ 
supposied to be the finest coips in the Russian seryiqe, and 
whose intention it was to fi^t his way through Macdq* 
nald's army, for the purpose of joining General Wittgenstein, 
who was then besieging Polotzk, and also threatening the 
left flank of the French army at Smolensk, The result of 
this movement will be seen by tiie following extracts of 
Count de Segur's history ; 

** By the middle of October, the Russian army at that point amounted 
to 62,000 men, while ours was only 17,000. In this number must be 
bcluded the 6th corps, or the Bavarians, reduced from 22,000 to 1800 
men, and 9000 cavalry. The Utter nvere then sb^eat; St. Cyr being 
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wi(hoat forage, and uneasy respecting the attempts of ibe enemy upon 
his flanks, had sent them to a considerable distance up l^e river" 
DOna, ''with orders to return by the left bank, in order to procure 
subsistence and to gidn intelligence. 

^' This marshal was afraid of having his right turned by WittgensteUi 
and his left by Steingell (Steinheil), who was advancing at the head of 
two divisions of the army of Finland, which had recently arrived at Riga. 
Saint Cyr had sent a very pressing letter to Macdonald, requesting him to 
use his efforts to stop the march of these Russians, who would have to 
pass his army, and to send him a reinforcement of 15,000 men; or if 
he would not do that, to come himself with succours to that amount, and 
take the command over him. In the same letter he also submitted to 
Macdonald all his plans of attack and defence. But Macdonald did not 
feel himself authorized to operate so important a movement without 
orders. He distrusted Yorck, whom he perhaps suspected of an intention 
of letting the Russians get possession of his besieging artillery. His reply 
was that he must first of all think of defending that, and he remained sta- 
tionary. In this state of affitirs, the Russians became didly more and more 
emboldened; and finally, on the 17th October, the out posts of St. Cyr 
were driven into his camp, and Wittengenstein possessed himself of all 
the outlets of the woods wMch surround Polotzk. He threatened us vrith 
a battle, which he did not believe we would venture to accept ***** 
The night which followed" the desperate engagement at the village of 
Gura^vitehne* ''was perfectly tranquil, even to Saint Cyr. His OKttktf 
brought him wrong intelligence ; they assured lum that no enemy had 
passed the Duna, either above or below his position : this was incor^ 
riect, as Steingell and 13,000 Russians had crossed the river at Drissa, and 
gone up on the left bank, with the object of taking the marshal in the 
rear, and shutting him up in Polotzk^ between them, the Ddna* and 
Wittgenstein. 

" The morning of the 19th exhibited the latter under arms, and making 
every disposition for an atteck, the signal for which he appeared to be 
afraid of giving. St. Cyr, however, was not to be deceived by these ap- 
pearances ; he was satisfied that it was not lus feeble entrenchments which 
kept back an enterprising and numerous enemy, but that he was doubtless 
waiting the effect of some manoeuvre, the signal of some important opera^ 
tion, which could only be effected in his rear. 

" In fact, about ten o'clock in the morning, an lude-de-camp came in full 
gallop from the other side of the river, with the intelligence, that another 
hostile army, that of Steingell, was marching rapidly along the Lithua- 
nian side of the river, and that it had defeated the French cavalry. He 
required immediate assistance, without which this fresh army would speedy* 



* S^Gi ford's HUt^ of the fFars, Vol. I, p. 798. 
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liy get in the rear of the camp, and surround it. Th^ news of ihii ««- 
gagement won reached the army <if fFiitgenttetn^ where it excited the 
^inreatest joy, while it carried dismay into the French camp. Thdr posi- 
tion became dreadfully critical. Let any one figure to himself these 
brave fellows, hemmed in, against a wooden town, by a force of treble 
their number, with a great river behind them, and no other means of re- 
treat but a bridge, the passage from which was threatened by another 
army. 

*' It was in vain that St. Cyr then weakened his force by three regip 
ments, wluch he despatched to the other side to meet Steingell, and whose 
maich he contrived to conceal from Wittgenstein's observation. Every 
M&mem the noise of the formet^i artillery was approaching nearer and 
nearer to Pohtzh. The batteries, which from the left side protected the 
-French camp, were now turned round ready to fire upon thisnew enemy* 
At sight of this, loud shouts of joy burst out from the whole of Wittgen- 
stein's line ; but that officer still reununed immoveable. To make him 
be^^'' (to act in concert) " it was not merely necessary that he should hear 
StdngeU ; he seemed absolutely determined to see him make Ids ap- 
pearance* 

'* Meanwhile, all Saint Cyr's generals, in consternation, were surround- 
ing him, and mging him to order a retreat, which would soon become im- 
poesible. St. Cyr refused : oonrinoed that the 5Q,000 Russians before 
bim» under arms, only waited for his first retrograde movement to pounce 
upon him, he remained immoveable* atfaiUng himself of their unaccountable 
inaction, and still flattering himself that night would come on before Stein- 
gell could make his appearance. 

'' He has since confessed, that never in his life was his mind in such a 
state of agitation, A thousand times, in the course of these three hours 
of suspense, he was seen looking at his watch, and at the sun, as if he 
could hasten lus setting. 

'' At last, when Steingell was within half an hour's march of Polotsk, 
when he had only to make a few efforts to appear in the plain, to readi 
the bridge of the town, and shut out Saint Cyr from the only outlet by 
which he could escape from Wittgenstein, he halted. Soon after, a tfaidc 
fog, winch the French looked upon as an interposition from heaven, pre- 
ceded the approach of night, and shut out the three armies from the 
sight of each other. 

*' Saint Cyr only wiuted for that moment. His numerous artillery had 
already silently crossed the river; his divisions were about to follow it and 
conceal their retreat, when Legrand, either from custom, or regret at 
abandoning his camp untouched to the enemy, set fire to it : the other two 
divisions, fancying that this was a signal agreed upon, followed his exam- 
ple, and in an instant the whole line was in a blaze. 

" This fire disclosed their movement ; the whole of Wittgensteb's bat- 
teries immediately began their fire ; his columns rushed forward, hii 
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it was against the enemies of bis country ! Nothing more 
passed till the following day^ when he again received a sum- 
mons^ but which none of the other captives did^ to attend the 
governor^ who he was then surprised to find could speak as 
good English as himself— their previous conversation having 
been carried on in French. Count Horgendorf^ it appears^ 
had also changed his manners with his language ; for after 
^qiiiunting Captain Willoughby^ that he was a Dutchman by 
1)irth^ but compelled by the state of political afiairs to become 
a French General^ he stated, that he had formerly had much 
intercourse vnth Englishmen ; that he had the highest opinion 
of their honor^ and that he therefore felt happy to have an 
opportunity of alleviating the sufferings of a British officer : — 
the Count concluded with an offer to supply his astonished 
auditor with whatever money he might require, not only for 
his present relief, but to render the remainder of his weari- 
some journey, as comfortable as the circumstances of the war 
would admit ! ! ! 

This unexpected generosity on the part of a political enemy^ 
was probably the means, under Providence, by which Captain 
Willoughby escaped the fate of many thousands who were 
endeavouring to reach a milder climate by the same route as 
liimself. It enabled him at once to put off his ragged and 
filthy apparel, and to procure such articles of nourishment 
and warm clothing as his enfeebled stomach and emaciated 
frame required. 

llie horrible condition to which the unfortunate men just 
alluded to were reduced before death ended their sufferings^ 
is thus spoken of by de Segur :— 

^' After leavmg Malodeczno, and the departure of Napoleon (from 
fimoigoni for Fan»), winter with all his force, and doubled in severity, 
attacked us. • • • • • *. 

'* Henceforward there was no longer fraternity in arms, there was an end 
to all society, to all ties ^ the excess of evils had brutified them. Hanger, de- 
Votuing hunger, had reduced these unfortunate men to the brutal instinct of 
seV-preservation, the only understanding of the most ferocious animals, and 
wfaidiis ready to sacrifice every thing to itself t a rough and barbarous na- 
ture seemed to have communicated to them all its fury. like savages, the 
strongest despoiled the weakest; they rushed round the dying, and fre- 
quently waited not for thdr last breath. When a horse foU, you might 
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have ftmcied you saw a famished pack of hounds ; they sarrounded him^ 
they tore him to pieces^ for which they quarreled among themselves like 
ravenous dogs. 



€€ 



On the 6th December, the very day after Napoleon's departure, tht 
sky exhibited a still more dreadful appearance. You might see icy parti- 
cles floating in the ur ; the birds fell from it quite stiff and frozen. The 
atmosphere was motionless and silent ; it seemed as if every thmg which 
possessed life and movement in nature, the wind itself, had been seized, 
chained, and as it were frozen by a universal death. 



*' The army was in this last state of physical and moral distress, when iti 
first fugitives reached Wilna. Wilna ! their magazine, their depdt, the first 
rich and inhabited city which they had met with since their entrance into 
Russia. ♦•••••. For the space of ten hours (Dec. 9), with the cold 
at 27 and even at 28 degrees, thousands of soldiers who fancied themselves 
in safety, died either from cold or suffocation, just as had happened at the 
gates of Smolensk, and the bridges across the Berezina t.** 

Such were the last days of Napoleon's ** grand army,"— 
the greatest that has ever existed in modem warfare. 

After passing through Grodno, guarded the whole of his 
journey by a gen d'arme. Captain Willoughby arrived at 
Konigsberg, where he was confined to his bed with fever, 
and totally blind, for seven weeks, during which long and 
severe illness, he had the good fortune to be attended by Dr. 
Motherby, an English physician, settled in that city, whose 
professional abilities and constant kindness saved him. At 
Konigsberg, he likewise found a British merchant, named 
Smith, who kindly gave him money for his bills, and thus 
enabled him to repay the benevolent Count Horgendorf, by 
means of his banker at Dantzic. 

Captain Willoughby did not leave the ancient capital of 
Prussia until the cossacks were seen from its walls, when 
nearly 20,000 French soldiers, all wounded or ill, like- 
wise took their departure. He subsequently passed through 
Dantac, Stettin, and many other strongly fortified places 
still in the hands pf the enemy, and at length entered Berlin, 
jH^here he had a personal conference with one of the King's 

I De ^egwr. Vol, ii. ppr 3^ 1-^1 . 
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hoasehold, to whom he related all the disasters that had be- 
fallen Buonaparte's legions^ and which was the first true 
account that ever reached the Prussian court. 

The base conduct of St. Cyr^ in retaining possession of the 
paper signed by Captain Willoughby^ at Polotzk^ was most 
sensibly felt by the latter after his entry into Prussia^ as he was 
not only often urged to make his escape^ but even frequently 
insulted by the officers of that nation^ for refusing to follow 
their advice : they argued^ that as the French had broke the 
contract^ under which he affixed his signature to that instru- 
ment^ he was by no means bound to adhere to the promise it 
contained ; and they declared that he was not doing justice 
to his country in going as a prisoner to France, when he 
could so easily recover his liberty. Every one of them as- 
sured him^ that their King was ready to break bis coiinectioti 
with Napoleon, and to join the Russians as soon as they ad- 
vanced in forc6: on one occasion, during the momentary 
Absence of his guard, a party actually dragged him by 
main force to ati outhoiis'e, from whence they would have 
removed him to some secure place of concealment : all their 
entreaties, taunts, and assurances, however, proved unavail- 
ing; he had signed his name to the paper, and he was well 
aware that, if he escaped, it would be gazetted, not only by 
the French, but by every government under their influence, 
that an English officer of rank had dishonorably broke Us 
parole, as had already been done in another case, under nearly 
similar circuuistances. 

While passing through the Prussian territory. Captain Wil- 
loughby travelled sip w ; and not a night passed without his 
being invited to join parties, so eager were the subjects of 
Frederiek William HI. to question him respecting the Rus- 
aiicm campaign, the &med espose of which had not yet been 
issued by Napoleon, but whose partisans were every where 
enijployed febficating and spreaditig accounts of dreadful 
losses su^stained by the Russians, both by the sword and the 
severe winter*. As Captain WillougHby spoke with the 

• ibuonaparte'a expos^ of the campaign of 1812, was the tmest he ever 
iMoed— in it, none of hii disasten.were disgoised'. 
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gretttest confidence of the almost total annihilation of the in- 
vaders^ and as the aecount he gave at one place always 
agreed with what he had represented at another, the intelli- 
gence received general credit, and spread like a fire-brand in 
every direction, among the ill-treated and exasperated Prus- 
sians, who were already ripe for any act of vengeance agaitist 
their oppressors, and who at length compelled their isoveneign 
to adopt decisive measures *• 

Ahhovtgh, on these occasions. Captain Willoughby pmr- 
chased permission to spend his evenings tinattended by th^ 
gen d'arme, he was perfectly aware, that his constant com- 
munication with those who were disaffected to France, cdliM 
not but be well known to him ; but as by so doing, he fek 
that he was acting well in the great cause^ and not infringing 
the terms of the document, unjustly withheld by St, Cyr, he 
was quite indifferent as to the notice that might be taken of 
his conduct by the French government ; nor was he surprised 
to find himself conducted to a prison the moment he had 
crossed the Rhine. 

At Mayence, Captain Willoughby was confined in the same 
prison with three officers who had been condemned to deaths 
and were in hourly expectation of being 'called out to face a 
file of musketeers : these mifortunate men had formeriy be- 
longed to the gidlant corps under Frederick William^ Duke of 
Brunswick, who^ in his romantic retreat firom Saxony to the 
Weser (1809), was obliged to leave them, and all his ottier 
badly bounded folio wers^ to the mercy 6f an implacable enemy. 

After remaining about six weeks at Mayence^ Captain 
Willoughby was removed to Metz^ in Lorraine^ where he en- 
joyed the liberty of walking about the town unattended; but 
under the surveillance of the police ; aa indulgence^ he now^ 
fbr the first time^ obtained vrithout money. 

At the end of 12 or 14 days (April 20, 1813), Napoledh 
Buonaparte likewise arrived at Metz, accompanied by Marshfal 
Berthier^ with whom he was proceeding to join the newly 

* A treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, between the Emperor of 
Russia and the Kinj( of Pros^^ was signed by their respective plenipoten- 
tiaries, Feb. 22, 1813. 
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organized army in Germany^ having succeeded by extraordi- 
nary exertions in reviving the spirit^ and calling forth the 
vast resources of his empire. Scarcely had he entered the 
town^ when an order was issued for Captain Willoughby to 
be hurried off, and confined au secret in the Chateau de Bouil- 
Ion, the birth place of Duke Godfrey, who first reigned over 
the principality of that name, and who commanded the cru- 
saders at the taking of Jerusalem* 

This vindictive mandate was immediately obeyed ; and for 
i4ae months from that period, he was confined au secret in 
every respect,, except being allowed to correspond with some 
friends^ whom he had met with at Verdun, on condition that 
the governor of the chateau should always see the contents 
of his letters. 

Bearing in mind the fate of poor Wright and many others^ 
we shudder at the thought of what might have been Captain 
Willoughby's destiny, had not the triumphant advance of the 
allies rendered it necessary for the enemy to remove all their 
prisoners further from the frontier, and thus proved the means 
of his deliverance from a French sttUe prison. 

On leaving the Chateau de BouiUon, Captwi Willoughby 
was conducted to Peronne^ in which city he continued till 
the arrival of the allien at Chalons, when he contrived to 
make his escape^ and again join Earl Cathcart. 

We next find Captain Willoughby at Paris, where he wit* 
nessed the entry of Louis XVIII.^ and was presented by Earl 
Cathcart to the Emperor Alexander, after which, he received 
an intima.tion that he was immediately to be honored with a 
Russian order ; but which has never yet been conferred upon 
him. At a subsequent period^ he received the following letter 
from Count Steinheil^ in answer to one written some time 
after his return home^ thanking that general for his kindness 
to him, while attached to the Finland corps^ and acquainting 
the Count that he had conformed to the usual etiquette^ in 
being introduced to. the Emperor and the Minister of War, 
before he quitted his Imperial Majesty's service : — 

*' Monsieur le Capitalne,— N' ayant pas re^a de tos nouvelles depuis le 
tempt iorsqne vous fdtei fait prisooDier, votre lettre da 5 Mars qui m' a|H 
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pAt que votts fites paroii les yifants et que ?ou8 toiu trouvez dans votre 
palrie, m' a caos^ ime satisfiEurtion particuli^re. 

** Apr^ mon retoor d'one inspectioii, j'ai ordonn^ d'abord de fiiire ase 
relation exacte de tos services ; je V9I cotDmuniqu^ sous le 31 Jmllet, 
iieux style, au ministre fonctionndre de la guerre. Monsieur le Prince de 
GortzchakofT, arec la pri^re de demander de sa Majesty Imp^riale pour Tom, 
en r^ompense de vos m^rites, Pordre de 8te Anne de la seconde clatae. 
Je ne doute pas que Sa Majesty Imp^riale rende justice aux raisons que 
j'ai eu le plaisir de pouvoir alldguer en votre fiiveur, confbrm^ment k la 
v^rit^. 

''En Tous souhidtant une restitution parfaite de votre maladie j'd Phon- 
neur d' ^tre avec estime. Monsieur le Capitdne, votre trds humble et 
tr^ ob^issaht serviteur. 

•* Abo, ce 4-6 Aoftt, 1816. " Stbinheil.*' 

*'A JHofuieur le Capitaine AT. J, ff^tUoughby, de haui bard de la tmnine 
Roj/nl d^Angleterre,*' *" 

On the 4th Jan. 1815^ a Supplement to the London Ga- 
zette of the preceding day^ announced that H. R« H« the 
Prince R^ent, being desirous of commemorating the auspi- 
cious termination of the long and arduous contest in which 
this empire had been engaged, and of markings in an especial 
mannery his gracious sense of the ^^ valour^ perseverance^ and 
devotion^'' manifested by the officers of his Majesty's forces 
by sea and land, had thought it fit to advance the splendour 
and extend the limits of the most honorable Military Order 
of the Bath, to the end that those officers who had had the 
opportunities of signaling themselves by eminent services 
during that contest, might share in the honors of the sidd 
Order^ and '^ that their names might be handed down to remote 
posterity^ accompanied by the marks of distinction which 
they had so nobly earned/' 

Without wishing to refer invidiously to the honors which 
were then bestowed on any of Captain Willoughby's brother 
officers^ every one of whom who had lost a limb or an eye in 
battle^ while holding post rank^ was created a Knight Com- 
mander, we may be permitted to say^ that the dangers which 
he has ever been forward to encounter, the hard fought actions 
in which he has been engaged^ the many dangerous wounds 
which he has received^ and the numerous honourable records 
of his devotion to the service of his country^ were sufficient 

SUPPL* PART II. O 
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to excite in him a hope, that in the distribution of honon, 
forming as it were a scale hj which professional merit wonld 
necessarily be measured in the public esteem, a higher rank 
might have been allotted to him than that of a Companion. 
We do not believe that there is an officer in either profession 
^ho hacr ever exhibited greater ^ valour, perseverance, ami 
levotion •*" the foregoing recital of his services will prove 
that he " nobly earned" the latter ** mark of distinction" 
on ten several occasions^ while commanding the Otter and 
.Nereide : the loss of an eye in battle, after he obtained the 
command of a frigate^ was in itself sufficient to constitute a 
fair cteinl to the higher honor of K. C* B. — added to this, he 
received two other nearly mortal wounds when serving as a 
Post- Captain ; and the College of Surgeons^ as we have before 
•observed, officially reported that, in addition to the loss of 
his eye,. he had sustained injuries more than equal to that of 
a limb, We^ therefore, cannot but consider, that in two 
points, vdierein othera were deemed entitled to that superior 
rank, he was. unfairly excluded. Altogether, Captain Wil- 
longhby has received five nearly mortal wounds, besides 
others more trifling. 

It is no less worthy of remark, that although Captains Pym, 
Lambert, and Curtis^ were all appointed to frigates soon after 
their return from captivity at the Isle of France, Captain 
Willoughby did not succeed in getting another command un- 
til Sept. 18I8, when he received a commission for the Tri- 
bune 42 ; in which ship he served for some time on th^ coast 
of Ireland, and afterwards conveyed Rear- Admiral Fahie to 
the Leeward Islands station, lliis, his last appcMntmenft, 
he held tiU Jtily 15, 1822/ 

It affords lis much gratification to add, that one of the first 
acts of H. R. H. the Lord High Admiral, was to sooth the 
wounded feelings of Captain Willoi^hby, who had endured, 
for twelve years, that which to an honorable mind is nearly 
snaldgous to disgrace* Estimating the gallant captain's ser- 
vices by their own circumstances, rather than by the measure 
of honorary reward which had been allotted to them in 
1815, H. R. Highness was graciously pissed to obtain him 
the honor of knighthood, June 30, 1827* More than thb the 
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atigast Prince could not do, as none beneath the rank of Gen^ 
ral and Flag-officers are now admitted to the honor of K. C. B. 

One of Sir Nisbet J. Willoughby's brothers, a captain in 
the 50th regiment of foot, was drowned at the debarlcation of 
the British army, under Earl Cathcart, near Copenhagen^ 
August 16, 1807* His youngest brother Ferris, perished in 
the Sylph sloop, off Long Island^ Jan. 17^ 1815. 

There is an excellent fiill length portrait of Sir Nisbet J. 
Willoughby (by Barber) at Wollaton, the principal seat of 
the head of his family, Henry Lord Middleton : the same 
mansion also contains one of Admiral Sir Hugh Willoughby, 
who was frozen to death in a desert part of Russian Lapland, 
when endeavouring to discover a N. £. passage to China,' in 
the year 1553*. 



EDWARD WALLIS HOARE, Esq. 

This officer is related to Admiral the Hon. Sir Robert 
Stopford, K. C.B. He was made a lieutenant in Aug. 1796; 

. * Dr. Robertson sajrs :— ^ Richard Chancelour, the captain of the other 
vessel, was more fortunate ; he entered the White Sea, and wintered in 
safety at Archangel Though no vessel of any foreign nation had ever 
visited that quarter of the globe before, the uihabitants recdved their new 
visitors with an hospitality, which would have done honor to a mofe 
polbhed people. The English learned there, that this was a province of a 
vast empire, subject to the great Duke> or Czar of Muscovy, who resided 
in a great city, 1200 miles from Archangel. Chancelour, with a spirit 
.bccommg an officer employed in an expedition for discovery, did not hen- 
tate a moment about the part which he ought to take, and set out for that 
distant c^iital. On his arrival in Moscow, he was admitted to audience, 
and delivered a letter, which the captain of each ship had received from 
Edward VI, for the Sovereign of whatever country they should discover, to 
John Vasilowitz, who at that time filled the Russian throne. John, 
though he ruled over his subjects with the cruelty and caprice of a bar- 
barous despot, was not destitute of political sagacity. He instantly per- 
ceived the happy consequences that might flow from opening an infer' 
course with the western nations of Europe ; and, delighted with the fortu- 
nate event to which he was indebted /or this unexpected ben^t, he treated 
Chancelour with great respect; and, by a letter to the King of Engkmd 
invited jiis subjects to trade in the Russian domuiions, with ample pro. 
mises of protection and favor." 

o 2 
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adraneed to the rank of Comn^gjnder Sept. 25, 1904 ; and* 
posted inito the Minden 74, at Bombay, Oct. 16, 1810. 

In'tbe spring of 1811, Captain Ho'dre was despatched from 
Madras to the coast of Java, with two companies of troops 
on board, in order to await the arrival of the expedition then 
fitting out at the different ports of India for .the attack of that 
island, the only colony in the £astern hemisphere still pps- 
sessed by the enemy; and to which so much importance was 
attached, that the Govemor-Greneral, Lord Minto, had re- 
solved to accompany the expedition in person. The follow- 
ing extracts of an official letter, contain an account of a battle 
between 200 seamen, marines, and soldiers, landed from the 
Minden, and 500 of the enemy's European and native troops^ 
near Bantam, in which the latter were routed and dispersed, 
with a loss of above 50 killed and 100 wounded. 

*' Minden, of Point St. Nicholasy June 6, 18 11 . 

** Siry-—1 beg leave to acquaint you, that the detachment I some time 
since landed opposite the Minden, for the purpose of keeping open the 
cwomunicatioD with the Pangorah, and procuring supplies for the squadron^ 
was yesterday morniug, a few minutes after day-light, unexpectedly attacked 
hy a considerable b»dy of the enemy, on their right, within pistol-shot, 
which was sustained on both sides, for the space of fifteen minutes, with 
much obstinacy-; when the enemy were repulsed, and retired in confusion. 

"During the attack, I landed from the Minden, the remainder of the 
detachments of the 14th and 69th regiments, with the seamen trained to 
amall arms, to support our brave fellows ; whom they had scarcely joined, 
when our little army, consisting in all of 200 men, were a second time 
attacked on their left by a fresh body of the eneiby coming on in force, 
and with remarkable steadiness, reserving their fire till within fifteen paces ; 
when* a spirited contest, commenced, which was in a short time decided in 
4>nr fiivor, the enemy finding it impossible to withstand the steady deter- 
mined fire of British troops * * *. It is impossible. Sir, after so severe a 
contest, but to expect some loss, and I have to lament that ours has been 
considerablef • « •. From information I have just received, it appears 
the enemy have retreated to Cheriegong, a post about fifteen miles to the 
eastward of this place. I have the honor to be, &o. 

(Signed) *' E. W. Hoarb '* 

** n George Sayer, Esq. Senior Officer 

ofUM, squadron offBatavia*^ 

Great praise appears to be due to Captain Watson of the 
14th regiment^ Lieutenant Dunscombe of the 89th^ and Cap- 

t 2 marines killed; 1 seaman, 12 marines, and 10 Mdiers, wounded. 
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tain Robert White, R. M. together with the officers and men 
under their respective commands^ for the gallantry and zeal 
displayed by them on this occasion. ^^ The enemy's defeat,*' 
says Captain Sayer, *^ was so complete, that they left bdiiiid 
many of their arms, drums, and military apparatus, eren 
their hats ; not thirty of them being able to escape in a body 
together," 

On the 90th of the following month. Fort Marrack, silo^ 
ated on a promontory to the westward of Batavia, mounting 
fifty •four heavy gu7iSj and garrisoned by 180 soldiers, be- 
sides the crews of two gun-boats, was most beroically 
stormed and carried by Lieutenant Edmund Lyons, of the 
Minden, at the head of only 2 midshipmen (one of them a 
mere child in years) and 32 men. The particulars of this 
very brilliant achievement will be given in our memoir of that 
gallant and enterprising officer, — a Post-Captain of 1814. 

Agents. — Messrs. Stilwell. 



WILLIAM ELLIOT, Esq. 

A Companion qf the Most Honorable Military Order of the Both, mud 
Kmght Commander ff the Royal Portugue»e Order of the Tower and 
Suford*. 

This officer was born at Cawsand, in Cornwall, Dec. 15, 
1782; and he entered the naval service, Feb. 21, 1705j"with 
no better prospect than that of ultimately becoming a purs^; 
his only professional friend being Mr. P. Ellery, captainV 
clerk of the Irresistible 74, commanded by the late Admiral 
John Leigh Douglas, who allowed him to join that ship as ap 
assistant to his amanuensisfr 

In the action off FOrient, June 23, 1796, we find Afij. 
Elliot serving as a volunteer of the first class, and receiving 
.a wound, which, although not dangerous, was of sudi .a 
nature as to render it necessary for him to be sent home in 
the ho^pital-ship attached to Lord Bridport's fleet. Some 
time after his recovery, he was removed from the guard-ship 
at Plymouth to the Carnatic 74, Captain Richard GrindaU, 

* Captain Elliot's name is mii-spelt io the Admiralty List, 
t Admiral J» L. Douglas died in Montague S^iuare, LoDdoil('Noy. 13, 1310. 
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whom he Buccessi^ely followed into the Colossus and Russel 
third rates^ in which latter ship he continued as a midship- 
man, under the respective commands of Captains Grindall *, 
Archibald Dickson, Henry Trollope, Herbert Sawyer, and 
William Cuming, until she was put out of commission, at 
Plymouth, in the spring of 1802 ; after sharing in two of our 
most brilliant naval engagements, under Duncan and Nelson, 
off Camperdown and Copenhagen, Oct. 11, l/d/^ &nd April 
2, 1801 1. 

After passing the usual examination, Mr. Elliot was or- 
dered by Earl St, Vincent to join the Audacious 74, then 
about to sail for Jamaica, where he received his first com- 
mission^ dated Mar. 17, 1802, and from whence he returned 
home in la Nereide frigate. 

Lieutenant Elliot's next appointment was to the Plantage- 
net 74, in which ship he assisted at the capture of a large 
French privateer, and a beautiful corvette mounting 22 guns^. 
In 1805, he was appointed first of the Rattler sloop, com- 
manded by Captfun Francis Mason, with whom he afterwards 
joined the Daphne 24, at the particular request of that very 
respectable officer. 

In our memoir of Captain Mason, we have already 
noticed the dreadful weather encountered by the Rattler, 
^en proceeding to Newfoundland §; but without men- 
tioning the circumstance of her falling in with a mer- 
chant-brig belonging to Poole^ lying on her beam ends, and 
her crew, with two women, lashed to the weather side, ex- 
pecting each succeeding moment to be their last* These poor 
creatures, 9 in number, were rescued from their perilous 
situation^ through the intrepidity and great personal exertions 
of Lieutenant Elliot^ who volunteered to attempt their deli- 
yenmce, notwithstanding it then blew a perfect hurricane, 
and success appeared impossible* The Rattler first lowered 

• CaptuQ Grindall commanded the Irresistible in Lord Bridporf s ac- 
tion, on wMch occasion he bore a distinguished part, and was severely 
wounded : he resigned the Rnssel on account of ill-health ; commanded the 
Prince 98, at TrafiOgar; was nominated a K. C. B. in 1816; and died at 
Wickham, Hants, May 23, 1820, aged 70 years. 

f See Vol. I., pp. 150 tfl seq., and note at p. 84/. 

♦ See Vol. n., PlHt I., p. 176. § See Suppl. Ptot h P- ^, P*'- 3. 
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her jolly-boat^ but she was instantly swamped : the yawl 
was then launched overboard^ and although only 6 volunteers 
could be procured out of the whole ship's company. Lieute- 
nant £lliot proceeded to make his daring attempt. At 10 P. 
M,, he succeeded in getting under the lee of the brig ; but the 
sea ran so high, and beat so heavy on her, that he found k 
impracticable to get alongude till day-light, when the wea- 
ther moderated, and he had the happiness of fully accbm^ 
plishing his object : — in less than an hour afterwards, die 
vessel went to the bottom ! Lieutenant Elliot's courageous 
perseverance on this occasion, was thus acknowledged by the 
master of the ill-fated brig, in a letter addressed to Dr. 
Hawes, the Treasurer of the Royal Humane Society :-« 

** Po^le, Jfmwtry 27, 1805. 

** Sir,— I beg leave to recommend to the notice of the Rojral Hmiiaae 
Sodf ty. Lieutenant William EUiot, for rescuing me and my crew from the 
wreck of the merchant brig Success, who, though intreated not to hazard 
Us life, still persisted in the attempt. Permit me to say, that I think 
Lieutenant Elliot not unworthy of your notice, and by laying the particu- 
lars before the R. H. S. you will oblige, &c. 

(Signed) *' J. O. RoBiNSOir.'* ' 

Oh another occasion, whilst in the Rattler, Lieutenattt 
Elliot saved the lives of three men, who could not swim, by 
jumping overboard after them, at sea. We have not been 
able to find a copy of Captain Mason's letter to the above in- 
i^litiition, but we are informed, that its honorary medallioii 
has been twice presented to the subject of this memoir. 

In October 1806, the Daphne accompanied the naval and 
, nufitary reinforcements sent to Buenos Ayres ; and Lieute* 
hant Elliot commanded a party of her seamen at the storming 
of Monte Video, Feb. 3, 1807 *• The particulars of a very 
gallant exploit afterwards performed by him on the Baltic 
station, are thus detailed in an official letter from Captain 
Mason to Rear- Admiral Sir Samuel Hood^ dated off Lessoe : — 

** Sir, — Jud^g from the cargo of the sloop destroyed on the 22(l» that 
the rest of the enemy's vessels at Fladstrand were also loaded with provi- 
fioBS, and destined for the relief of Norway, I conceived it to be an olftsct 
lo attempt getUng them out; and the officers and crew9 of l)ot)i ships 
hariog volunteered, I, last night, sent three boats from this ship^ and the 
Tartarus two, all under the direction of Lieutenant William EJUot, firsiV 

• * ^ ■ • ■ ■■■ ■ 

* See Vol I, p. |S66 S and note at the bottom. 
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the Daphne, aecompaiued by Mr. Hugh Stewart, inaster; Lteatenaot 
Boger, R. M. ; Messrs. Beazeley, Durell, Elliot, Moore, and Ayton, 
midshipmen; and Lieutenants Gittins and Peterson; and Messrs. Sept- 
ford, Lossman, and Andrews, midshipmen of the Tartarus^ They were 
towed near the shore by the Forward gun-brig. They foond the vessels 
moored close under the foot of the castle, which mounts 10 guns, with 
hawsers £ut to the shore ; and imme&tely on getting to them, the alarm 
was gifeai by some Damsh boats : the enemy instantly forsook the vessels, 
and the castle and three other guns b^;an, and kept up a heavy fire of 
round, grape, and musketry ; many of the shot went through the hulls 
and suls of the vessels, notwithstanding which, the five boats cleared the 
harbour of all but two brigs, both light, and one of them with neither 
sails nor rudder. As no credit can accrue but to those who planned and 
executed this enterprise, I trust. Sir, I'may be allowed to express to you, 
my admiration of the steady valour and good conduct of Lieutenant Elliot 
(whose behaviour at all times led me to expect it from him), as well as 
every officer and man employed in it. He speaks in the strongest terms 
of the courage and steadiness of the officers, petty officers, seamen, and 
marines of both ships. I am happy. Sir, to add, that the loss is very 
trifling on either side, which I am surprised at, hariug observed from the 
ship the heavy fire kept up by the enemy. A Danish boat, vnSh 5 men in 
it, having the temerity to persist in endeavouring to retake one of the 
vessels, although repeatedly warned by Lieutenant Elliot, the latter was 
obliged with his people to fire in thdr own defence, and 3 of the 5 fell ; 
on our side there were 3 wounded by the enemy, and one by mistake, but 
none badly. Amongst the former is Lieutenant Elliot, which, mth Ids 
bdng an old Lieutenant, and a very deserving officer, will, I trust, be an 
additional inducement with you, to recommend Mm to the notice of my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. I enclose a list of the wounded. 
* * * *. All but my first Lieutenant and one seaman are able to do duty.** 

On this occasion^ lieutenant Elliot received a severe con- 
tusion in the middle of the right thigh^ by a splinter^ when on 
board one of the enemy's vessels ; and a seaman belonging to 
the Daphne was wounded in the neck by a shipmate^ who had 
mistaken him for an enemy. The prizes consisted of 5 brigs^ 
3 galliots^ 1 schooner^ and 1 sloop ; the whole of which* ex- 
cept one galliot^ were deeply laden with grain and provisions, 
as the captain of the Daphne had anticipated. 

As a reward for his distinguished conduct^ Lieutenant 
Elliot was once more sent to the West Indies on promotion^ 
and directed to proceed thither as a passenger on board the 
Brazen sloop of war,— From that vessel he removed into the 
Castor frigate, for the purpose of joining Su: Alexander Coch- 
rane, commander-in-duef on the Leeward Islands station. 
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On the 16th April 1809, the Castor asaiBted at the capture 
of the Hautpoult^ a French ship of 74 guna^ and 680 men : 
during the pursuit, Mr. EUiot was ordered by her captain to 
do duty as first Lieutenant, an appointment which was inu 
mediately afterwards confirmed by the Admiral^ ^o had 
joined in the chase^ but, owing to tlie bad sailing of hit fldg* 
ship, was rendered incapable of affording any assistance *• 

Captain Fahie^ in his official letter to Sir A. Cochrane^ 
says^ that at 3*30 A. M., the Castor succeeded in getting 
within shot of the Frenchman, and soon after began a smart 
cannonade, which was immediately returned by the enemy^ 
who, in yawing to bring his guns to bear, gave the Pompie 
an opportunity of ranging up abreast of him. We haye been 
told by an officer who wsis present, that the Hautpoult's tiUer- 
ropes were shot away by the Castor. The latter ahip^ com- 
manded by Captain William Roberts, had one man killed 
and six others wounded. 

In August following. Lieutenant Elliot was i^pointed act- 
ing Commander of the Pultusk sloop of war, in which veaael 
he made several captures off the north end of Guadaloupe. 
Towards the close of the same year, he assisted Captain 
.George Miller, of the Thetis frigate, in an attack upon a 
French national brig^ lying at anchor in the. port of Des 
Hayes; but after a warm action of about two hours^ it was 
found impossible to make any impression on the fort by 
which she was defended. During this attack^ the Pultusk was 
repeatedly liulled, and indeed nearly sunk, two of the enemy's 
shot having passed between wind and water^ after her pnmpii 
had been rendered useless. 

The next step adopted by Captain Miller^ in <»der to ob- 
tain possession of the enemy's vessel^ was to place a party of 
seamen under the orders of his first Lieutenant, whom he 
dijrected to land after dark, and try to storm the fort ; but that 
officer^ not finding a convenient landing place, and being fired 
npon by some troops posted behind rocks, was speedily ob- 
liged to retreat. Captain Elliot, who, when consulted by the 
senior officer, had confidently predicted the failure of the 
attempt, if made by nighty now offeredhis.services to con- 

• See Vol I, p. 717. 



208 F08T-CAPTAINS OV 1810. 

duct an attack the follandng day*; and his proposal being 
acceded to by Captain Miller, a landing was accordingly 
effected at noon, about 6 miles firom the fortification ; the 
Pultusk having previously towed the boats, containing about 
90 officers and men, within musket shot of the shore. 

Tlie difficulties Captain £lliot and his brave followers sur- 
mounted in finding thdr way through an almost impenetrable 
wood, over a high hill, without any path or giude, afford 
another instance of the perseverance and intrepidity of British 
seamen and marines. While on their march, most of the 
officers and men lost their shoes, canteens^ &c. ; and when 
only half*way through the wood they heard a detachment of 
French soldiers on their right, proceeding towards the spot 
where they had disembarked. This rendered it necessary to 
halt for a few minutes, and it was nearly 6 o'clock before 
they arrived near the fort. Having no time to lose, as it was 
probable that the above mentioned troops would soon return. 
Captain Elliot then formed his party close to the edge of 
the wood, and proceeded singly to ascertain where the en- 
trance of the fort was situated. After making one turn to 
his left by a hedge, he discovered the drawbridge, partly 
drawn up, and a centinel, who advanced and challenged him. 
Receiving no answer, the Frenchman turned suddenly round, 
walked back about 20 yards^ and^ screening himself behind 
the comer of a wall, fired at, but missed his pursuer, whom 
lie afterwards attempted to bayonet : in this design^ however, 
he was fortunately prevented by Captain £lliot, who shot 
hfm'with his left hand pbtol^ at the moment they were com- 
ing into close contact. 

'- The fVenchman, although he instantly feU, was still capa- 
ble of doing mischief, for on Captain Elliot turning round to 
order the storming party forward, he managed to get up un- 
perceived^ and aimed a tremendous blow at him with his 
musket, the butt-end of which infficted a severe contusion on 
the chest, whilst the cock of the lock, as the piece descended, 
was literally driven into the knee of our gallant and unsus- 
pecting countryman. Both parties now came together to the 
ground, but not before Captain Elliot had used his cutlass so 
effectually as to seal the fate of bis antagonist. 
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In five minutes after this occurrence^ Captain £lliot and the 
whole of his men were within the walls of the fort, he him- 
self having been assisted over the drawbridge by a non- 
commissioned officer of marines. The French garrison 
(amounting^ by the account of a prisoner, to SCO men) were 
completely taken by surprise :— some jumped over the para- 
pets, and concealed themselves among die surrounding bushes; 
some defended themselves with becoming spirit ; and others 
were taken in the barrack, without resistance ; their arms^ 
{nled in front of the building, being previously secured by the 
British. The drawbridge was then hauled up, the guns 
towards the road loaded with grape^ and those to seaward di- 
rected against the brig, which was immediately compeUed 
to surrender. 

No sooner had the enemy afloat announced their submis- 
sion, by hailing, than Captain Elliot directed all the ordnance 
to be thrown over the walls, and a train laid to destroy the 
magazine and barrack. He then went off in a French boat 
and took possession of his prize, which proved to be le Nisus. 
a new brig, mounting 18 thirty-two pounders, with a com- 
plement of 150 men, many of whom had jumped overboard 
and swam to the shore on finding the guns of the fort turned 
against them. The remainder of the business on shore was 
conducted with great zeal and ability by Mr. Nathaniel Bd- 
liier, first Lieutenant of the Thetis. 

Le Nisus had recently arrived at Des Hayes with a supply 
of provisions from TOrient^ and when captured was waiting a 
favorable opportunity to sail for France with a return caigo of 
toffee. Captain Elliot found her aground ; but a breeze spring- 
big up, he got] her off without difficulty ; and she wais after- 
Wards conmiissioned as the ^^ QuaddUmpe *' sloop of war. 

On the 18th Dec. 1809, Captain Elliot was present at the 
destruction of two- large French frigates in Ance le Barqn^ 
together with a heavy battery by wMch they were defended*. 
We subsequently find him commanding the Hazard sloop^ 
and greatly distinguishing himself^ both afloat and on 
shore^ during the siege of Guadaloupe, on the surrender of 



• •■ ^ . 
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^ich island he was ordered to convey tiie bearers of the na- 
val and military despatdies to England f. 

On his return home (March 1810), Captain Elliot received 
an official letter from the Secretary of the Admiralty, acquaint- 
ing him, that in consequence of his meritorious services in 
the West Indies, the Lords Commissioners had been pleased 
to order a minute to be made for his promotion to post rank, 
to take place at the expiration of twelve months, from the 
date of his confirmation as a Commander ; and in December 
following, on his arrival from Newfoundland, he had the 
gratification of receiving a commission, dated, according to 
promise, Oct. 16, in the same year. 

From the above period, Captain Elliot was obliged through 
ill-health, occasioned by his wounds and repeated change of 
climate, to remain on shore till June 1812, when, considering 
himself sufficiently recovered to serve again afloat, he applied 
for employment, and was immediately appointed to the Cro- 
codile of 28 guns, in which ship he continued, on the Guern- 
sey and Lisbon eitations, till she was ordered to be paid off 
in June 1815. 

detain Elliot was nominated a C. B. in 1815 : his next 
appointment appears to have been September 6, in the same 
year, to the Florida 20 ;. and from her we find him removed 
April 8, 1816, to the Scamander frigate, fitting for the West 
Indies, where he evinced great zeal in protecting British 
commerce, and preventing the principles of pur trade from 
violation, by seizing ten vessels of different descriptions, for 
various breaches of the navigation laws. 

On the 21st Oct. 1817^ Captain Elliot encountered a most 

destructive hurricane, near Barbadoes, and it was with the 

greatest difficulty that the Scamander escaped its dreadful 

ravages. — ^For his subsequent exertions in saving numerous 

vessels which had been dismasted and dri^n ashore in Car« 

lisle Bay, he received a very flattering letter from the mer- 

. t The Hazard led Commodore Ballard's squadron into Auce le Barque, 
and assuted in taking possession of the enemy's batteries, which enabled 
the troops under Brigadier-General Harcourt, to land without opposition. 
Captain Elliot was afterwards attached to the second division of the army. 
—See the extract of Sir George Beckwith's General Orders, inserted at 
p. 879 of our tirst volume. 
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chants of that island, whose brethren at Trinidad also voted 
him their thanks for rescuing considerable property belong- 
ing to them^ which had faUen into the hands of some Spanish 
pirates, and been carried into la Guiara. The Scamander was 
paid off at Portsmouth, in NoYember 1818. 

CjE^tain £lIiot's last appointment was, Nov. 22, 1823, to 
the Lively of . 46 guns, in which frigate he escorted Don 
Miguel, then an exile, from Lisbon to Brest : on his return 
to the Tagus, he was honored with the company of King 
John, the Infantas of Portugal, and the Ministers of State^ 
all of whom had been invited to a grand f^te given on 
board the Lively, and which his Portuguese Majesty declared 
jto be the most splendid entertainment he ever witnessed. 
Among other honors distributed by the happy monarch, to 
commemorate his restoration to power, was the insignia of a 
Knight Commander of the Tower and Sword, set in diamonds, 
presented to the subject of this memoir, who has since re- 
ceived his own sovereign's most gracious permission to accept 
and wear the same. 

On the 2d Jan. 1826, the Lively arrived at Rymouth from 
Vera Cruz, with despatches, announcing the surrender of the 
castle of St. Juan d^Ulloa to the Mexican forces. On her 
being p^d ofi^ the officers gave a splendid dinner to Captain 
£lliot, at the Royal Hotel, Devonport, '^to evince their sense 
of his kindness to them, while under his command, and as a 
mark of their high esteem for the man and for the officer." 

Captain Elliot married, first, in 1806, Lucretia, daughter of 
the Rev. John Harries of Newfoundland ; and by that lady^ 
who died at Barbadoes, in 1818, he had four children, all of 
whom are deceased : 2dly, Sarah, daughter of John Parkin, 
Esq., ship-builder at Frank Quarry, co. Devon, by whom he 
has issue two sons and one daughter. He has three brothers 
in the naval service, viz. — John, a Purser ; and Thomas and 
James, Lieutenants. One of his sisters is married to Lieu- 
tenant Lapidge, R. N. 

Agent9.-^Me&ST9. Stilwell. 
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JAMES COLLINS, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant early in 1781 ; and promoted to 
the rank of Commander, at the latter end of 1796. He com- 
manded the Meteor bomb, in the expedition against Constan- 
tinople, and at the defence of Rosas ; in 1807 and 1808 : on 
the former service, his vessel had both her mortars burst, and 
sustained a loss of 8 killed and wounded : on the latter occa* 
sion, he ^^ conducted the bombardment with great ability, and 
was indefatigable in the annoyance he gave the enemy by it/' 
So says Lord CoUingwood, in an official letter to the Ad- 
miralty, dated Dec. 1, 1808 : the following mention is made 
of his meritorious conduct by Captain John West, under 
whose orders he was first employed in Rosas bay : — 

'* I beg leave to conclude this despatch to your Lordship, by expressing 
how highly saUsfied I have been with the conduct of the officers and com- 
pany of the ship I have the honor to command, as likewise of those of the 
IVJeteor and Lucifer bombs, commanded by Captains Collins and HaU, 
whose great exertions, during the arduous and most fatiguing service they 
have imperiously been called upon to perform, reflect the greatest credit 
upon them *.'* 

Lord Cochrane, when reporting the capitulation of Rosas, 
informed the commander-in-chief, that he ^^also felt in- 
debted to Captain Collins for his aid f.'* Whilst engaging the 
enemy between the 7th and 20th Nov. 1808, the Meteor ap- 
pears to have had 6 men wounded. 

Captain Collins subsequently commanded the Columbine 
of 18 guns, in which brig we find him serving at the period 
of bis advancement to post rank, Oct. 21, 1810. He ob- 
tained the out-pension of Greenwich Hospital, Aug. 24, 1812. 



JOHN CRISPO, Esq. 

Received his first commission at the close of the Spanish 
armament, 1790; and subsequently commanded the Alert 
schooner, employed conveying the mails to and from New 
York and Halifax^ which vessel he lost on St. John's, now 

* Nov. Chron. v. 21, p. 167. 
t See Memoir of Captain Frederick Marrtatt, G. B. 
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Prince Edward's^ Island, when rctarning from Qnebec to 
Noya Scotia. In Aug. 179^9 ^e find him commianding the 
Telemachus hired cutter^ on the Channel station, where he 
captured la Margueritta and le Requin, French privateers : 
the former of 4 guns and 48 men ; the latter armed with 
swivels, and carrying 22 men. His promotion to the rank of 
Commander took place early jn 1797* During the latter part 
of the revolutionary war, he was actively employed in com- 
mand of the Resource troop- ship. 

Captain Crispo's last appointment was, about May 1806, 
to the Little Belt, of 18 guns ; in which sloop he sailed for 
the West Indies, June 22, 1809. Hb post commission bears 
date, Oct. 21, 1810. 

Agent-^ohxi Copland, Esq. 



ROBERT KEEN, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant in 1783 ; appointed to the Penelope 
cutter in 1793 ; and promoted to the rank of Commander in 

1797. 

On the 21st June, 1798, Captain Keen, then commanding 
the Chapman hired armed ship, joined a squadron of frigates 
under the orders of Sir Thomas Williams, employed m co- 
operation with the King's troops near Wexford ; and wa» 
directed by that officer to anchor close in shore, for the pur- 
pose of covering the boats of the squadron, which had been 
sent to block up the entrance of the harbour, the Irish rebels 
having collected a number of vessels, in order to secure thieir 
retreat if hard pressed by the royalists. At the same time. 
Captain Keen was ordered to land, and endeavour to possess 
himself of a fort at the entrance ; which service he perjformed 
with great promptitude and alacrity, compelling 200 rebels 
to fly, with the loss of their colours and three pieces of can- 
non; Finding the fort in his possession, the boats imme- 
diately pushed up the harbour and secured the enemy's 
vessels. General Lake having in the mean time obtained a 
signal victory over their main body at Vinegar Hill, and a de- 
tachment from his army having entered Wexford so oppor- 
tunely as to prevent that town from being laid in ashes. 
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Captism Keen's Bubsequent appointments were, to the Spit^* 
fire sloop^ the Rye district of Sea Fencibles^ and the Echo^ a 
new brig^ in which vessel he captared the French lugger 
privateer Capricieux, of 16 gtins, near Dieppe, March 11, 
1810. His advancement to post rank took place Oct. 21, in 
the same year, 

jigent^ohn Copland, Esq. 



JOHN LAWSON, Esq. 

CoMMANDBD the Tbracian brig, of 18 guns, when pro- 
moted to post rank, Oct. 21, 1810. 
jigeni. — ^J. Dufaur, Esq. 



CHRISTOPHER WATSON, Esq. 

Rbceivbd his first commission about June, 1782; and 
served as senior Lieutenant of the Lancaster 64, Captain (now 
Sir John) Wells, at the defeat of the Dutch fleet, near Camper- 
down, Oct. 11, 1797*; immediately after which he was 
promoted to the rank of Commander. His post commission 
bears date Oct. 21, 1810; and we subsequently find him 
employed in the transport service, at Ramsgate. He died in 
Nov. 1823. 



THOMAS WHITE, Esq. (b) 

Was made a Commander in the summer of I7^» ^^^ posted' 
whilst serving in the Avenger sloop, Oct. 21, 1810. 
jigent**-^iT F. M* Ommanney. 



GEORGE SAYER, Esq. (J) 

Obtainsd the rank of Lieutenant, in 1790 ; and served as 
first of the Ethalion frigate, at the defeat of Mons. Bom- 
pard, by Sir John B. Warren, Oct. 12, 1798 f. The foUowing 
is an extractof his captain's official letter, reporting the cap- 
ture of la Bellone >^ 

• See Vol. I, Part f, p. 279. t See Vol. I, Part I, p. 171. 



'? After the HocUe struck, we pursued the .weathennost fr|gat0> nrhp 
Hvas making off, and sailed very fast. After a considerable chtoe, We eame 
up xnih and Engaged her; she made an obsUnate resistance for &n hottf 
and fifty mShutes, aftet We got abreast of her, when she struck her colours^ 
most of her sails having come down, and five feet water in her hold. She 
proved to be the Bellone, of 36 guns, 12-pounder8, having 300 soldiefs 4Vf 
board, besfdes her crew *. The squadron chased to leeward> and of coune 
we separated, being obliged to remain |)y the prize. 

^ ) cab'nbt speak too highly of the bravery and conduct of all my officers 
duripg the action, as well as 4)f their extreme vigilance in watching them t 
for 17 days. Mr. Sayer, first Lieutenatit, is in the prispe, and I can with 
pleasure say, his Miyesty has not a more zealous or a better officer. We 
had one man killed and three wqunded;: the enemy appear to have had 
twenty killed {v 

(Signed) '' Gborgb CoDNtEss ^.'^ 

Imme^tdy after this action^ lieutenant Sayer was ,pr5>- 
motedj and we subsequcintly find him commanding ,d^ 
Ulysses 44^ armed en Jlute^ on the Mediterranean sta^fi4 
where he received the Turkish gold medal^ at the dose pf the 
Egyptian campaign^. 

After the renewal of hostilities^ in 1803^ Captun Sayer hcild 
a command in the Ramsgate district of Sea Fencibles. His 
next appointment was to the flaleigh brig, of 18 gun^ ontbe 
North Sea station. In Feb. 1810, he captured^ off Beachy 
Head, la Modeste^ French Jiugger privateer> of 4 |;uns^ pieroed 
for 18, and 43 men; 

On ihe 28d May following, being th6n off the Scaw, w 
company with the Alban and Princess of Wales^ cutters, the 
Raleigh engaged seven Danish gun^- vessels^ one of which wi^ 
blown up, and the others obliged to disperse, greatly da,- 
maged. On the 2d Nov. in the same year, Captam Say^ 
captured the Admiral NeH Suul> Danish privateer schooner 
pierced for 16 guns, but with only 10 mounted, and a coipt- 
plement of 28 men. He also^ the same day, recaptured a 
valuable American s];dp^ from.^t. Petersburgb, bound to L^ 

* Tofal 519 men. The Elhalioa wan an 18-pounder frigate, rated at d^ 
t M. Bompard's squadron. I And 46 wounded. 

.f Died a Rear-Admiral^ inlSl 1 . To his judicious management in keeping 
sight of the enemy from the moment of their leaving port, and sending in- 
^ligence thei;eof to Sir /. B. Warren^ the auqeesf of the abo?,e day h/iji 
jt gceat measure, to be attributed. 

fUJpVL, PART U. f 
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doti. Captain Sayer's promotion to post ittnk took place 
twelve days previouB to the capture of the above schooner; 
from which period we find no mention of him, until his ap- 
pointment to the Antelope, a 50-gun ship, fitting for the flag 
of Rear-Admiral John Harvey, August 22, 1815. 

This officer married, in 1799, the daughter of Mr. Law- 
rence, Storekeeper at Keyham Point. Two of his sons died 
in the naval service. 

Agents. — ^Messrs. Stilwell. 



JAMES ANDREW WORTH, Esq. 

Son of the late Superannuated Rear- Admiral James Worth. 
Hiis o£Bcer was made a Lieutenant in 1794 ; and we first find 
hita commanding the Stag armed cutter, in which vessel he 
' captured h Zelie privateer, Jan. 5, 17d8- He was embse- 
iquently appcnnted to the Tdegraph hired brig, mounting 14 
eighteen-pounder carronades, and 2 long sixes, with a coiift- 
iplement of €0 officers, men and boys. The following is a 
ieopy ttf his official letter, to the late Admiral Sir Richard 
JSsxg, reporting the capture of another French cruiser : — 

«* Telegraph, Torbay, March 19, 1799. 

'* Sir,— -I liave the honor to inform yos, I trrivad bore at 7 o'dodc lUs 
evening, with I'Hirondeile brig corvette, mounting 16 gnns, long mnes 
fi^d six«ppttndera^iind 89 men, when she sailed from St. Maloes three days 
since, but having captured an American schooner, and an English sloop, 
reduced her complement to ff'2. I discovered PHirondelle on Monday 
morning, at day-light, on the lee bow, the Isle de Bas S. E. 9 leagues : 
'she immediately tacked and stood towards me. At half-past 7, being 
^dose alongside, an action commenced, which continued for three honrs and 
a half; and after several attempts to board on both sides, she being totdly 
imrigged, she struck, and proved to be the vessel above described. Five 
of her crew were killed and 14 wounded : the Telegraph had 5 wounded. 
I am proud to say, the company of the Telegraph behaved as English 
saiilors alwa3rs do on such occasions ; and to acknowledge the very able 
asuatanoe I received from Mr. Gegrge Gibbs, the master. I shall return 
to Plymouth the moment the ^n^mll allow me *. 

|. (Signed) " J. A. Worth.*' 

For this service^ Lieutenant Worth was promoted, March 

* Mr. James eallsl'HIrondelle a privateer ; and we are inclbed to be- 
tieve that he is right, particularly as the name and rank of her commander 
b not stated in tha iJM)ve letter. 
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29^ 1799 ; from which period we lose sight of him^ until hift 
appointment to the Helena sloop^ on the Irish station^ about 
March 1806. In 1809^ he captured the following French 
privateers :— 

UAugmte^ of 2 guns and 24 men, Feb. 28; U Jason, lOgunsy 44meiit 
Sept. 1 ; and le Revenge, pierced for 16 guns, 61 men, Nov. 13. 

On the 19th April, 1810, after a chase which continued 
from day-light until 9 P. M., Captain Worth likewise dap- 
tiir^ le Grand Napoleon, a new and well-appointed brig pri- 
vateer, of 280 tons, mounting 12 English 18-pouhder 0arron- 
ades and 4 long guns, with a complement of 124 men. His 
advancement to post rank took place Oct. 21, in the same yeajx . 

During the latter part of the war. Captain Worth succea- 
aively commanded the Bulwark and Venerable 74*s, bearing 
the flag of Rear-Admiral (now Sir Philip) C. Darham, on the 
North Sea, Channel, aiid West India stationfs. Ih Dec. 1813^ 
the latter ship captured le Jason French letter of itiatt|[u9^ 
pierced for 22 guns, mounting 14, with a complement of 54 
noien : this prize was laden with silks, wines', and yarioua 
other- articles of merchandise, from Bourdeanx bound to New 
York. The following a^e cc^les= of the ReahS-Adinital's pufcii 
He letters to Mr. Croker, reporting the capture of two treify 
fine frigates, a few days after that bf le Jason : — 

<' Venerable at Sea, Jan. 16, 1814. 

^ Sir^-^I have tbe satisfigtction of stating^ that this day, at 9 A. M., the 
Cyane *, made a signal for two strangen in the N. E., whieh were imme* 
diateljr given chase to f and ovimg to the very supdriolr sailing Of the Vene- 
rable, I was enabled to come up within gnn-shot of them at the close of 
the day, leaving the Cyane far astern. On rangmg up with the leewbrd- 
raost (tbe n%hk was too dark to distinguish her colours), diesiroas. of 8av« 
ing her the conseqaenc^ of so unequal a contest, I hiuled her twice to 
surrender ; but th^ evasive aabwer returned, obliged, me to order the guns 
to be opened, as tlMi]f 'would bear: upon this the enemy put his helm upii 
aiid^ under all sail, laid us on boar^— for which temerity he has suffered 
most severely. 

" The promptitude' iinth which Captain Worth repelled the attempt to 
board, was hot less conspicuous than ^e celerity with wluch he pass^ his 
men into the enemy's fi^te, and hauled down her ensign. I have much, 
pleasure in naming the p^tty ofl^cers who distmgaished themfeltes on ti^ 
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0(ie4i<oii, vifl., Messrs, MaltraaD^ Walker, and KnefiU, master's mates i 
imd Mr. Qnft mSdshipinaii. 

'' This ship profes to be the Alemene, a beautf ft|l French frigate, of 44 
gluts, hating tk eomplemeiiti at the commencement of the action, of 319 
meHf |3dmmaiu|ed by Captain Duorest de \^UeQeu?e, an officer of much 
fllisHl, and who was wounded at the time of boarding, 

" Tq his determined resistance, idded by the darkness of the night, the 
•ihar IHgate for the present owes her escape $ but I have every hope that 
Iho Oy»ne will be enabled to observe her, until I have shifted the prisoners, 
im4 repidi^ the trifling injury done to therigghig, during the period of the 
«nemy being on board. 

** Our loss eqnslsts of two seamen killed and (bur W0nn6ed i that of the 
•iK^ys two petty officers and* thirty ses^meu killed, and fifty wounded, 
Ueuleuant Oeorye Lukci whom I have placed in the frigatej is an old and 
very deserving oA?^, who has served twenty years under my command,'* 

f' Januarif ^, 1814, 

^ It nArds me much pleasure fo eommuideate to you, for their Lord* 
•hips' InfermadoOt the capture of the French fiigate thftt escaped oii Sun* 
day night, 

** lie vlj^lance of Gaptidn Forrest, enabled him to keep sight of her 
during the night, and two followbg days, when, baring run 153 miles, in 
the direction I judged the «iemy had taken, the Venerable's superior sail, 
log giTi me the opportuidty of again discovering the l^tive, and, after 
in anjdous chase of 19 hours, to come up ^tb aud capture her, 

** She is named the Iphigenia^ a frigate of the laigest dass, commauded 
by Captam Emeries baring a complement of 985 men, and, Uke her consort 
the Alcmene, perfectly new. 

^' Every means to effect her escape had been resorted to, the anchors cut 
away, and her boats thrown oveiboaid. On our coming up we had nm 
the Oyane out of sight from the mast-head. 

^' lliese frigates sailed in company fhmi Cherbouigh on the 20th Ooto.* 
ber last, end were to cruise for six months. 

** It becomes me now to notice the very meritorious conduct of Captidn 
Forrest, not only in asskluously keeping sight, but repeatedly of^ring 
battle to a fbrre so superior; nor less deserving of my wannest approb». 
tioQ Is Gs^tain Worth* of this ship, whose bdefistigable attention durUig 
the many manesuvrei attempted by Jhe enemy* in tlds long and arduous 
chase, was equalled only by the exemplary behaviour of every officer and 
man under his command. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(I^ed) <• P, C, DnRHA¥." 

One of Captain Worth's song ia in the navy ; another, a 

captain in the84thRegiment9 died atPortRoyalj Jamaica, 18a7« 

<^j^ft.--Mesam. Stilwell. 
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JAMES ISLADS, £m^ 

Ws ilifst 6nA thu officer senrii^ as senior lieutenant of 
the Latona frigate^ Captain (now Vice- Admiral) Sothei^% hy 
whom lie was entrusted with the command cS a detachment 
of boats^ sent to co-operate with Captain Adam Mackenzie^ 
in an attack upon a Dutch gun-brig, two armed schooner*, a 
row-boat> »id several merchant vessels, lying between SchW- 
monikoog and the main land of Gromngen^ The manner ik 
which this senice wstt executed has been folly described alt 
p. 2S5, et sfeq. of Vol. H, Part I. The following is an extract 
of the official letter written by Captain Sotheron, when trahsa. 
mitting Captain Mackenzie's report of his proceedings %i— 

^ I am happy to say he makes moBt hoamble mention of my liiendaaA 
fihH Uentenant, Mr. Slad^, who is upon aU occasions, a truly JleservHig 
toA atctive officer. The Juno and Latona not being able to act, l^ti^ 
witfaoM Vanity 8ay> as we w^ only spectators, it has been as gallattt aa 
aduevement as ever was recorded.'' 

Lieutteant Slade shortly afterwards witnessed the captui^ 
Di the Helder^ tad the consequent surrender of the DvkA 
squadron^ und^ R^r- Admiral Storey*: Ws promotioMi %0 
the rank of Commander took place, Sept. 2, 1790 j on whie^ 
l^eeasion he was appointed to Tfispifegle sloop> employed oA 
t&e^orth Sea ^station. 

Cl^tain Slade's post commission bears date Oct. 21, 1810; 
and fnm that pcHod Until the end of the war, we find 1^ 
m>mmand!ng the £kc^rim^it, receiving-ship at FalnKAithv 

^gpe»fo.<'^Messr&. Stilwell. 



WILLIAM WILLIAMS FOOm EsQv 
WAli {Nested Oct; 2l, 1810, He married Miss Hill, dt 
tJrpmJmter. 
^^^4-^Messrs>. Cook^ Halford and Sonv 



THOMAS INNES, Esft, 

RBcstVEib his first commission in Nov. 1790; ^^ ^^^ 
iftiade a Commander Into the Pomona armed ship^ on tMi 
<^ !See Vm/I; i^ I^ udttt at ]^. 414 fT ^. 
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North Sea station, Dec. 26, 1799. On the 7th Aug, 1804, 
being then in the Rambler brig, he attacked a French convoy 
near Isle Dieu, captured two vessels, and drove the remain- 
der on shore. He was afterwards actively employed in the 
Childers brig, and Myrtle i^hip-3loop, until his advancement 
to post rank, Oct. 21, 1810. 

Captain f nnes's lady is a sister to Captain XSeorge Sayer, C.B. 

;^f^/^.— Messrs. Stilwell. 



RICHARD JAM£S LAWRENCE O'CONNOR, Esq. 

Nep^bw to Admiral Sir Edmund Nagle, K. C. B. 

This officer was made a lieutenant in Dec. 1793 ; and 
promoted to the rank of Commander, about the latter end of 
April 1800. In Nov. 1804, he had the misfortune to lose the 
Hannibal armed ship, that vessel having parted her cables 
in the Downs, and drifted on shore near Sandown Castto, 
where she was totally wrecked. 

In Oct. 18Q75 Captain O'Connor obtained the command of 
tbe Leveret ; and on the 18th of the ensuing month he was 
^od by a courtonartial for the loss of that sloop, near North 
Yarmouth. 

''The .Court having carefally and <^}iberately inquued into the conduot 
of Captain O'Connor, his officers, and ship's company, were unanittiously 
of opinion, that the loss of the Leveret, on the lOth Nov., proceeded 
volely from the zealous perseverance of her commander to assist and see 
the Waldemaar, a Danish 84, safe into port, the service on which he 
was previously ordered ; and as it appeared that every exertion was made 
by Captuu O'Connor, together with lus officers and crew, to save tiieLe« 
veret after she struck, the Court felt it their duty to severally and respec- 
tively acquit them/* 

No sooner had this enquiry terminated, than Captain 

O'Connor was agtun tried, upon a charge exhibited against 

him by Rear- Admiral Wells, commander-in-chi^ at Siheev- 

ness, for ^^ having been deficient in his duty on the evening of 

the 10th Nov. 1807^ inasmuch as he did not afford, or cause 

to be afforded, any assistance to a frigate which he saw on 

her beam -ends on shore on the Long Sand." The following 

win shew die result of this second investigation : 

VHaving heard tlie evidence produced inettpport of the charj^e, and what 
the prisoner had to ofiEpr ii| U0:4efiince» aod hafiDg v«ry oMturely and de* 
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libmtdy weigM «od oonuckred the whole ami every part thereof; ^he 
Court u of opinion, that the charge is sot proved -, and are further unaiu« 
mouflly of opinion, that no possible blame whatever atlaches to (^ptaia. 
O'Connor ; and do therefore fvUy acquit him/' 

We subsequently find Captain O'Connor commanding the 
Ned Elven brig, on the Baltic station, where he captured le 
General Rapp, French privateer, of 8 guns and 41 men, in 
Dec. 1808. His next appointment was to the Bonne Citoy- 
enne corvette, in which vessel he continued actively employed 
until promoted to post*rank, Oct. 21, 181 0. 

In April, 1814, Captam O'Connor assumed the com-, 
mand of the Prince Regent, a 58 gun-ship, built at Kings- 
ton, on Lake Ontario, and bearing the broad pendant of 
Sir James L. Yeo, commodore of the naval force employed in 
defending the Canadian frontier. The following is a copy of 
that officer's official letter to Mt. Croker, reporting the suc- 
cessful result of an expedition against Oswego, situated on the 
river of the same name, near its confluence with the above lake. 

« H. M. S. Prince Regent, M^y 9, 1814» 
*' Sir,— 'My letter of the loth April last will have informed their k>id- 
8^[>s, that H. M. ships Prince B«gent and Piincess Charlotte were launched 
ea the precedm^ day. I now have the satisfaction to acquaint yon, for 
their Lordships' information, that the squadron, by the unreuiittuig exer- 
tions of the 6ffiGers and men under my command, were ready on the 3d 
instant, when it was determined by lieutenant-General Drummond and 
myself, tiiat an attack should be made on the forts and town of Oswego^ 
which, in point of position, h the most formidable I have seen in Upper. 
Canada ; and where the enemy had, by river navigation, collected firom tba 
interior several heavy guns and naval stcnres for the ships^ and large depots 
of provisions for their army. 

*' At noon, on the 5th, we got off the port, and werQ cm the point of 
landing, when a heavy gale from the N. W. obliged me to gain an offing^^ 
On the morning of the 6di, every thing being ready, 140 troops, 200 sea^ 
men armed with pikes, imder Captain Mnlcaster, and 400 marines, were 
put into the boats ; the Montreal and Niagara took thdr stsftions abreast, 
aud withio a quarter of a mile of the fort, the Magnet opposite the town, 
and the Star and Charwell to cover the landing, which was effected under 
a most heavy fire of round, grape, and musketry, kept up >yith great spirijt; 
Our men having to ascend a very steep and loug hill, yi^ conBequei^l]^ 
exposed to a destructive fire ; their gallantry 0x^1^900^7 every difficulty,, 
they soon gained the summit of the hill, ^Jfil^ tbiipW|ng tibemselves inta 
the fosse, mon»ted the rampat<s on aV sic|ei^ vpi^ with af^c^oti^r wfaf^ 
ahoidd befopmosti JUeatenant Lmie* my secretary, was the first wha 



g^ffd the nmpmt ; and IJeii«eiilnit Hewlett climbed Ae i^^t^staff voider 
tf heavy fire, and in die most f|;allaht ttylJB^ ttrddL the Am^itean c^loiin,' 
Which had'beeiimdled to the mast. 

*' My gallant and much esteemed fKend, Captidn Muicaster, led the 
seamen to the assault with his accustomed bravery ; but I lament to sliy»^ 
he' received a dangerous wound in the act of entering the fort» which I ap« 
prehend will, for a considerable time, deprive me of his valuable serrices : 
Mr. Scott, my first Lieutenant, who was next m commandx nobly led them, 
dn, and soon gained the ramparts. 

" Captain O'Connor, of the Prince Regent, to whom I entrusted the 
landing of the troops, displayed great ability and cool judgment, the boats 
bduff under a heavy fire from all points. 

** Oaptidn Popham, in the Montreal, anchored his ship in a most gal- 
lant style, sustaining the whole fire until we gained the shore.' She waa 
set on fire three times by red-hot shot, and much cut up in her masts'^ 
sails, and rigging. Captain Popham received a severe wound in his right 
hand, and he speaks in high terms of Mr. Richardson, the master^ who^/ 
from a severe wound in the left arm, was obliged to undergo amputatiotx 
at the shoulder joint. 

** Captain Spilsbury of the Niagara, Captun Dobbs of the Charwell, 
Captain Anthony of the Star, and Captam CoUiisr of the Magnet, be- 
haved much to my satisfection. 

" The 2d battalion of royal marinet excited tiie adnuration of all $ they 
w^ M by the gallant Colonel Malcolm, and suffered severely. Ci^tun 
Holtaway, doing duty in the Princess Charlottx^, gallantly fell at the hea4 
Of his company. 

'* Having landedwith the seamen and marines, I had great pleasure in wit-' 
nessing not only the zeal and prompt attention of the oflScers to my orders, 
but also the intrepid bravery of the men, whose good and temperate con- 
duct under drcumstances of great temptation (beuig a whole night in the 
town, employed loading the captured Viesseb with ordnance, naval stores, 
and prorisions), most justly claim my high approbation and adenOW- 
ledgment ; and 1 here beg leave to recommend to their Lordships^ nb-' 
tice the services of all ; of my first Lieutenant, Mr Scott, and of my ud- 
de^camp, acdng Lieutenant Yeo, to whom I beg leave to refer thieir Lord-' 
diips for information ; nor should the meritorious" exertions of acting Li6n- 
ttenant mflSn, severely wounded in the arm; or Mr. Brown, both of Whott^ 
^fert attached to the storming party, be omitted; 

" It is a great soqrCe of satisfaction to me to acquamt their Lordships, 
diat I have on this, and all other ocoasionfe; received fM'm Lieutenant Oe- 
oeral Drummond, that support and attentioki which never finl inr securihg 
pethet cordiality between thie two services'. 

*^ I herewith traniiikiit a fist of the killed and wounded, imd of the oird- 
ttaktoe, naval stores^ tsad proriitahiB, cafHatoA and destroyed by the com- 
bhttf ttiadi: Ob Aw Ml Utaivt.- ihatedfehontei6be/&c. 

(^gned)' '' JAXBff LveXf Yso/ 



tScaii, #a» 9 WULii and 37 w(M:itidedr of ilite trb^, 8 wer^ 
ahAfy 21^ wounded. The British carried away with thettt 7 
Jota^ gtms^ 32 and 24-pounderd^ a quantity of ordiiane^ 
stei^i 70 coils of large rope, 2400 barrels of bready flour, 
pork, and salt, three schooners, and 60 prisoners. Th^ee' 
loing 24-pounders, one 12, two sixes, a schooner, the barrack, 
bridge, and all other public buildings were destroyed. Onel 
of the capturied schooners mounted three heavy guns, and 
was comihanded by a Lieutenant in the United States* navy.' 
Besides the above, a quantity of cordage, various other naval 
stores, and three long 32-pounders, were Sunfc in the river by 
tire Americans themdelved. From this perii6d we lose sight 
of Captain O'Conhor. 
^m/if.^ Messrs^ StUweU. 



FRANCIS DOUGLAS, Esq. 

BiirBST son of the late Fronds Douglas, Esq.y many yeariir 
# Purser H.Nv 

This officer was Bom at Portsmouth,- Jiine 9^ 1772 ; ^^ 
Ht etaftered the navy as a midshipman, on boaf d the Trimmer 
brig. Captain (now Sir Charles) Tyler, in Oct. 1786. We sub- 
sequently find him serving in the Adamant 50, and Aknde 74 j 
fte latter tlkip commanded by his father's first cousin. Sir An- 
dlf^w Snape Douglas, of Whom mention is made at p. 54^ of 
^Q\i iiy Part I. While belonging to the Adamant, Mr. Douglas 
ti^as lent, with 2f0 of her crew, to the Alert schoonery Liefa- 
tenant (now Captain) John Crispo ; in which v^rsel he had 
the misfortung to be wrecked on St. John's, how Prince' Ed- 
t^ard's Isiamtd,* when returning from Quebec to Halifax, VjSli 

Mr. Douglas next joined; the Lizard of 28 guns> and after- 
^Ards tiie inconstant 36 ; from which latter frigate he removed 
to the Victory,- a first rate, bearing the flag of Lord Hoody by 
whoin he was made a lieutenanty and appointed to command 
ilte St. Croix schooner^ on the Mediterranean station, April 
S^ 179*^ 
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In thiit vesgel, Mr. Douglas asnsted al the reduetUm of 
Bastia ; and the Swallow luggar^ to which be was then i*e- 
mored^ bore a part in the subsequent operations agmst 
Calvi*. He afterwards commanded the Sincerity cutter^ 
and served as second Lieutenant of the Bedford 74^ Captain 
(now Sir Davidge) Gonld^ at the capture of the Ca Ira and 
Censeur^ French line-of-battle ships^ near Genoa, March 14^ 
1795 f. On this occasion, the Bedford had 7 men killed, and 
18, including her first Lieutenant (Thomas Miles) wounded. 
All her' rigging and sails were moch cut^ and her bowsprit, 
fiire^mast, fore-yard^ main-top-sail-yard, and mizen-top-mast^ 
diotaway. 

- Mr. Miles being promoted in consequence of the above 
action. Lieutenant Douglas became first of the Bedford, pre- 
vious to Vice-Admiral Hotham*s skirmish with the Toulon 
fleet, off the Hi^res islstuds, July 13, 1795 ; and he continued 
as such until her return to England, under the command of 
Captain Augustus Montgomery, in Oct. 1796. An account 
of her rencontre with a FVench squadrcm off Cape St. Vincent, 
U given at p. 610 of Vol. I, F^ II. 

lieutenant Douglas's next appointment was to the Repulse 
q£ 64 gons^ The manner in which that ship effected her es- 
cape from the mutinous fleet at the Nore, is thus related by ^ 
contemporary :«— 

** The Leopard of 60 gmm, noder the comna^d of Lieatienant Robb, 
(the QapBm hamg been sent oa dbore), had the distinguji^ed hpnor off 
V^ng the first to abandon the cause, after the in&mous proposal of going 
over to the enemy was made known. This ship had been one of the most 
YioTent :•••••. 

*' The example of the Leopard was imnhi Mowed by the Repulse of M 
gmn ; but this ship Uy too far to the westward^ to weather the Nore sand, 
aad gain the liver Thames -y she was therefore obliged to run for Sheemess 
harboar. Unfortunately, the tide at that moment did not serve,— it was 
about three o'clock, and there was not suffident water to carry her over 
the shoal, — ^this the pilot in vain represented to the seamen, who, in this 
ship were nearly all in favour of the government ; and flying suddenly from 
one extreme to the other, insisted upon the cables being cut and sail made : 
ttus waa done ; bat as the pilot had foretold, the ship grounded very soon 



• See Vol I, Tan I, p. 351« et ieq. f See id. note at p. M). 
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«fttf« a^ toy tzpotidto Um file of tlMwhoto fleet, for the space of 04»e 1m 
and twenty mlnmtea ; tho^e Bhips whose guns could nototjberwis^.be bropgh^ 
to bear, got springs on their cables, with a de^free of celerity, that would 
have gained them Immortal honour in a better cause : among these were 
iteas) the Director of sixty-four guns, commanded by Captain ^ITKam Bl^hP 
if he could be said to command her under such dreuBistances. The officers 
of the Repulse now saw, that every energy was required on their part to 
save the ship's company, who had Uius rashly committed themselves ; the 
latter seemed also determined, by their coolotts and good conduct, to 
atone for their past misdeeds. 

** The water in the hold was atarled, the casks stove, anda strong party 
aent to the pumps. In this mipiner the ship was lightened ; <tfid, as tho 
^d^ rose, she floated ofl^ and ran into the harbour, having received no 
other damage than tjie de^trucdon pf h^r lower and running rigging, some 
shot in her ' hull and masts, and only one person wounded. Lieutenant 
George Augustus Delano, who lost his leg. From this time the cause at, 
nutiny rapidly declined ; tlie ships deserted, one after the other, in quick 
(wyoesaion f.** 

Lieutenant Douglas's conduct during the mutiny was so very 
exemplary that Admiral Duncan immediately afterwards took 
him into his own flag-ship^ the Venerable 74* The mer* 
chants of London presented him with a sword value 100^. ; 
and Ae Admiralty ordered a Commander^B eoramissicm to be 
made out for him^ but cancelled it in consequence of not 
knowing how to draw a line, and in order to avoid establkh- 
mg « precedent ! 

On the ever memorable 11th Oct. 1797 1> ^^ Venerable 
sustained a loss of 15 killed and 62 wounded : among the lait- 
t&t was lieutenant Douglas^ severely in the head and hand. 

From that ship, the subject of this sketch followed Lord 
Duacan into tilie Kent 74, Captain (now Sir William) Rope, 
under whom he continued to serve until his promotion to tiie 
rank of Commander, June 2, ItiOO* 

In Jan. 1006, Captun Dov^aB wm appcnnted to the Gy- 
dops frigate, armed en JMie, and stationed as a guard-ship 
oiF Lymmgtcm. Hi& post commission bears date Oct. 2t^ 
1610 ; tk wbidtk period he conunanded the Peruvian brig^ of 
16 gunSto 

f 'Bwn^BUgk, tpe Vol; II, P&rC 11, pp. 747— 78<^; 
t BrentanU Nov. Hh, Vd, I, p. 4dfc 



Sin^^ iSlS^ Captun Douglas has enjoyed is penBion ot 250lt 
/iei* annt<9^ foi* the severe wottnds he received otf Camper- 
down. His brother, William Henry Douglas^ is a Com* 
inand^ of ISlS^ 

jigenti'^ir F« Mt dmmanney« 



JOHN HUDSON, Esqi 

dbtaiiied the rank of Lieutenant Novx 22^ 1790 ; atid was 
made a Commander about Sept. 1800* His subsequent ap- 
pointments were to the Bellona armed ship> Spy sloop^ the 
^ea iF^encible Service in Ireland, and Regulus 44, armed en 
JMte* 

Captun Hiidsoh^s post cNoinmission was dated Oct; 91| 
1810. He died at St^ Omer^ m France, Feb. l^S^ aged l8 
years< _ 

ROBERT BROWN TOM* Esq. 

Entered the navy in 1781, as a nudshipman on board th<i 
Royal €reorge, a first rate, bearing the flag of Sir John Loek- 
iiafl Ross, Bart, comnlander-in chief oii the North Sea stil- 
tioti j from which ship he removed to the Ocean of 90 gunsj 
and> iii her^ was present at the relief of Gibraltar, by Lord 
Howej I782I1 

. Aiter th6 peace of 1783^ Mr; Tom sudc^sively joined the 
Assistiuiile 50, flagrship of Sir Charles Douglas ; Thisbe 28, 
£cho 16^ Fly 16, Tisiphohe 12, inA Amphitrite 24 ; from 
ivhich latter ship he was promdted itttd ihe Gdnflagratiott fiire^ 
tesseli at Toulon, in Ndfi 1788. 

During the operations against Galvi, Jt^hTom served oii 
slior^ as a volunteer ; the Conflagt^tioh having bete biiml at 
th^ evacuation of Toulon^ Front Corsica he returned home 
passenger in the Aquilto frigate ; lEknd we subsequently fihd 
him serving upwards of five yeiirs as second Lieutenant of 
the Polyphemus 64, bearing (he flag ^ the late Sir Robert 
KmgsmiU, Bart^ on tiie Irish statidii: 

lietttaiant Tbin's ne^tt appointment was t& be firtt of ih^ 



@ki|MHi j|^4# ia whkiiidlilip he mriated nt tiie €^<iwe and desa* 
tniGtion of tiie Di^ish line of j/^i^ct before Cppenhag^^ 
Ap^ % 1801 • The GlattiHi^a lose on tibat occasicm amounted 
ip 18 killed and 37 wounded^ His prom(^oji to the raidc of 
Cpmman4er took place on the 27th of the i^me moptibu 

During the late war^ Captain Tom wccessiyely cpmmmdijad 
^^ Royalist defence sbip^ stationed in th^ Do>rn8; the 
Gorgon 44# enjiployed ais an hospital-i^p in the Baltic ; and 
|he Castilian brjg, of 18 guiM|# /rpnjt whMi ves^l h^ w^ 
pwlte4,acfc?l, I8lft 

^i'^wfc*^. Hinxmftn^ Esq, 



MMES ULUCRAP, E89. 

T«ii3 officer is a native of Plymouth. He entered th# 
imyy alt an early age, and his first voyage was to Americ% a0 
a midshipman on board the Racehorse sloop^ Ciqptain Tho^ 
mas Wilson^ in 1784* On her return from thence, that ves<- 
sel was sent to the coast of Scotland, where ^he continued, 
employed in the suppression of smuggling, until ordered to 
he pdd off in Mar, 1787* Whilst belonging to her, Mr^ 
I/iUicrap had an extraordinary escape, a pony that he was 
mounted on, for the purpose of riding from Deal tp Sa^d» 
wich, having taken fright and backed over into the mo^ 
surrounding Sandpwn Qastle, a d^pth of more than 20 fe^^lu 
Strange to Sf^, although the poor beaiit was killed^ he himself 
escaped without any mataial injury^ 

After leaving the BMehorsi?, Mr. JiUicrap successively, 
joined the. Termagant slo(^, C^ptm Rowley Bnlteel; Cum- 
berland 74f Captain John Macbride ; Syren frigate, Captain 
John Manley ( and St. George 98^ flag^ship of Rear* Admiral 
Phillips Coi^y, commandef'^iii^bief at Plymouth* 

Tlie Cumberland bore a French Admiral's flag at the sham 
fight off l^ymoi^ June 13^ 17^9; on M^iich occasSoo, 
King George IIL and his auguirt consort wene present in the 
Southampton frignte^ She also lonoed puil; ti the fquadinon 
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Betit to ib« West bidietf, under Redr^Adiiiinil GofDisli^ dtnifi^ 
the Spanii^ ai^amenti 1790. 

In the spring of 179^y Mr. LilTicv^ follox^ed Reur- Admiral 
Coshy into the Windsof Caslle 98^ and proceieded witli bim^ 
as signal midshipman^' to the Mediterranean^ \<^here he wa^ 
removed to Lord Hood's flagr-gyp^ the Victory of 100 giAis. 
We next find him serving^ a6 Lieutenant of la Moselley a 20-^ 
gun ship taken at Toulon^ and plaeed nnde^ the oommani rf 
Captain Richard [4enry A. Bennett. 

Shortly after the evacuation of that plaeeyLfeatenernt IaIHu 
crap was taken prisoner whilst maMng areconnoissanee of the 
harbour ; a service which he had volunteered to perform in 
la Mozelle's jolly-boat^ with a midshipman * and four men. 
This misfortune was owing to the sudden clearing up of the 
weather^ and the Wind£ bloMti^ hiurd ftotd thd S. £.^ with a 
heavy sea, which rendered it impossible for him to escape 
rfler he wto once discovertiK 

On landing aft the ariltozd, Ucutenaiift LUllcrap 2dSi hlii 
companions were snrroufxded by a gdaM ilnd conducted* he^ 
tare the revolutronatry tribunal, wh^i^ Napoleon Bnonatpatte 
was then ^vitnessmg the trial of the unhappy Toulonese who 
had declared in favor of Louin XVII. From thence, after 
ha^i^ beeMi denounced a» spies, the British captives wer^l 
matched to a tnif^rable priscfn, recdving on their vrBf thithe# 
the grossest iti8(tdts from an faifiiriated'.niob, some bnndri^(l 
of whom were busSy engaged in erectliig gcdHotines' at thcf 
comeN of the diSiereHt stitets : foftuhMely for them, bt>w^ 
^ver, Ik Mos^eUewte likewise captured ih the evening of the^ 
same day (Jan. 7^ 1704), and after sotoMi Mtobg rfiUiOiK- 
fltranceg on this f^ieM df Gi^itaitf B^niMMt, they ii^^t^ at length 
aHowe j to jatit tbdr ddpniati^W jfMisoniM 6t w». 

From Toulbit, la MoiiiBffB HAe ofJIcers,- pasfierigers^ saIcI 
dreWit^ere itohi^edto Videiie^'in Diiuptiini!, ^here laefole-^ 
nant Lillicrat) i^eiUbihed itittt exchanged, in* 1795 : he then 
embarked ttt MkrseillM, proceeded to Genoa, and return- 
ed home overisEnd^ vUi Cnthaven, bringing with Urn dea- 

• Mf. ttotai Ii#iiCMi» Mide a limfeDaiit M»r 1^ 1797. 
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patches from Mr. Drake the British mfaiiater^ by uriiom he 
had been treated with much kindness and attention during 
his short residence in the Genoese capital. 

lieutenant LiUicrap's next aj^intment was to the Trusty 
of 50 guns, Captain John Osborne ; which ship^ after being 
engaged hi a variety of services, was ordered to convey Lord 
Macartney to his government, the Cape of Good Hope. 

During the mutiny in the squadron on that station, lieu- 
tenant LiUicrap was selected by Rear-Admiral Pringle to 
command the Rattlesnake sloop ; which vessel he succeeded 
in placing close under the guns of the Amsterdam battery. 
Table bay, where the ringleaders of her crew were obliged to 
surrender. After witnessing the punishment of these men 
and their accomplices, he resumed his station as first of the 
Trusty, and returned home under the command of Captain 
Andrew Todd «, in 1799. 

The Titisty being then paid off. Lieutenant LiUicrap vi^ 
immediately appointed to the Venerable 74, Captain Sit W. 
George Fairfaix ; under whose gallant successor, the late Sir 
Samuel Hood, K. B. he bore a part in the battle off Algeziras, 
July 6, 1801. f. The Vesierable, on that occasdon^ sustained 
a loss of 8 killed and 25 wounded. 

The subsequent destruction of two Spanish 3-decker8„ and 

the capture of a 74-gun ship, in the Gut of Gibralter, have 

been correctly related at p. 271 of Supplement Part L The 

Venerable's very gallant action with the ship which had r^ 

cently borne the flag of Mons. Linois, but who was then on 

board a Spanish frigate, is thus noticed by Sir Jamed Satimk^ 

rez, in his public letter of July 13, 1801 : . 

*' The Venerable and Spencer having at this time come op, I bore a^Mrajr 
after the enemy, who were carrying a press of sul, standing out of the 
Struts, and lost sight of them during the night. It blew excessively hard 
till day-light^ and in the mornings the only ships in company were the Ve- 
aerable and Thames, a-head of the Caesar, and one of the French shipft at 
some dittaooe from them, standing towards the shoals of Goal, be^es 
the Spencer a^rtera coming up.^ — ^All tl» ships immediately ittade nitt wHH 
a fresh breeze i but, as we approached, the whid suddenly failings the" Vlea* 

• See Vol. iCPaft I, note at p. 420. 
t See VoL I, Faxt I, p. 187 ei seq. 



finjale was d<me jaUe to -britig lier to aetiony^wldch Gaptaia Hood ^d b^ 
^e mpstjfallaQl m^aQner^ ai^d Ium) nearly aiienced the Fren<^U ship^ wh^ 
ijs main-maBt ^^bich had been before wounded)^ was unfortunately shot 
away^ and it cominf( nearly calm, the enemy was enabled to get oft withr 
.pat ^y possibility iOf following her. The highest praise is due to Captai^ 
fiood, the officers And men of theVenerable, for their spirit and gallantry i^ 
^ action^ w^ich entided them to better success. The French ?hip was ai^ 
S4, wjth additioi^ guns on ^le gangv^ay. This action was so near the 
ashore, that d^e Venerable struck on one of the shoals, but was soon after 
got (^ and take^ v^ U)w by the fliames, but mth the loss of all her 
i|ifi8ts. The eaemy's ships are liow in sight to the westward, standing in 
iforCidiz.^ 

1^ fo&QWing is Captsdn Il^'s aCcoimt df his €Dgag€r 

f^u% with th^ Fdnoidaible : 

''ff. Mi, S. FenerabUf ai Sea, J^ 13, iSPi. 
^ Sir,;^yoa must iiay^ obserRed my giving chase to an enemy's Hne-of- 
:b«ttle ship> at day-break tiMs ^rolng. At seven, die hoisted French eoloiui, 
juhI I could perceive her to be an 80 gun-ship ; at half-past, being withui 
point blank shot, the enemy commenced i^nng his Atem-chase guns, which 
I did not return for fear of retarding our progress, until the light and bafr 
fling airs threw the X^o ships broadside to, within-musket-shot^ when a 
steady and warm conflict was kept up for an hour and a half, and We had 
(dosed within pbtol-shot, the enemy principally duecting his fire to out 
jpMSts andrigi^. I had at this time the misfortune to perceive the main- 
niast to Ml overboard, the fore and mizeurniast i{ieariy in the same state* 
and since gone : the ship bdng near the shore, close to the Castle of Sancti 
Petri, the enemy escaped. It was with much (Ufficulty I was enabled to 
get the Venerable ofi^, her cables and anchors all disabled.; and it was only 
ty the great exertion of the Thames^ with the boats you sent me, she wa9 
saved, after being on shore some time *. I sh^U have no occasion to 
Aomment on the bravery of the officers and ship's ^mpany in this action, 
who had with much patience and perseverance, spflbred great fatigue (>y 
thdr exertions to get tl^e ^hip to sea^ and not five hiindred men able to go 
to quarters ; bat I beg leave to add, I have been most ably supported by 
lieutenant Lil)icr^>, second of the Venerable {first absent) t« all the other 
4>fficer8 and men^ who have my wannest recommendation.: ^d have to 



• The T%m€9 urn commawMi^ Captain AUkew Pafard HoUu, who 
isMiidbjf Mr. Jmas, to Awe jmreda raMng broadndein^the Formida. 
Ne, ^k^r^if €/ier the FenarMe M Uen iaid alongside 4^ ker. 

f loeatenant Thomas Cpllis, taken prisoner when going to assist the 
Hannibal in the adjon of July 6. He is- m>w a Knight of Windsor, and 
<3avernor.isf ttNst estaXdishment. 
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lament the loss of Mn Williams, master; ap excellent officer, witli manyr 
other valuable people killed. and wounded, a list of whom I have the. honor 
to enclose •. I am, &c. 

(Signed) « S. Hood/^ 

** Te Sir James Saumarez, Batt.^* 

On his return to Gibraltar, Sir James Saumarez issued the 
following General Memorandum : — 

** Casar, Rosia Bay^ July 15, 1801. 

" Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, Bart, has the happiness to offer 
his most heartfelt congratulations to the captuns, officers, and men, of the 
ships he has the honor to command, on the signal success lidth which it 
has pleased the Almightf God to crown their zealous exertions in the ser- 
vice of their country. 

" To the disciplme and valour of British seamen, is to be ascribed thdr 
great superiority over the enemy, who, although treble the force of the 
English squadron, in number of guns and weight of metal, have been so 
singularly defeated. 

** The Rear-Admiral has not failed to transmit, in his late despatches, a 
report of the unparalleled exertions of all the officers and men in refitting 
his Majesty's ships after the battle of Algeziras (where their conduct and 
bravery were equally conspicuous,) which has led to die late glorious 
success." 

The Venerable's captsun^ officers^ and crew, had afterwards 
the satisfaction of receiving the particular thanks of the Ad* 
miralty^ in addition to the general vote of thanks from Par- 
liament, for their great and extraordinary exertions^ by which^ 
in conjunction with those of the other ships^ Sir James Sau- 
marez was enabled to make an attempt^ the splendour and 
astonishing success of which are not exceeded by any of 
those heroic achievements which formed and fixed the charac- 
ter of the British navy in the late glorious wars. Posterity 
will scarcely credit^ that the squadron under that gallant and 
most worthy officer^ disabled as it had been in action only 
six days before f, could be in a condition to follow, and de- 
termined to fight, the combined squadrons, amounting to two 
first rates, one other 3-decker, three 80-gun-ships, and three 
74' s, exclusive of the Hannibal their prize. Not all the fami- 
liarity of the British navy, with brilliant success — not. the 
memory of the battles of a Duncan or a Nelson — ^not the 

• ISkilled, 87 wounded. t Se« Vol II, Pwrt I, p. 265. 
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knowledge of the Tictory of Jaly 13th itself, can make one cott^ 
template without emotion, the disparity of the English, whose 
enterprittng -chief had resolved, with five 2-deckers, four of 
which were already crippled, and only one an 80-gua ship, to 
pursue the enemies' united force, and, if possible, prevent a 
part of them from reaching Cadiz* 

In consequence of. this glorious success, and the high terms 
in which Captain Hood spoke of him. Lieutenant Lillicrap, 
upon whom the greater part of the active duty of refitting the 
Venerable must necessarily have devolved^ was immediately 
made a Commander ; but his comnussion did not reach him 
until, after he returned to England, as will be seen by thd 
following letter :— 

'' London, 22dJan. 18Q2. 

" My dear Lillicrap^-JSlr James Saumarez not having sent home your 
commission, I ha?e obtuned from the Admiralty tins day a duplicate one, 
which, that it may be the mure gratifying, as your name is not in the new 
fist, I have taken up and endosed. I have the more satisfaction in doing 
this^ by knowing it was nerer more deservedly merited than in your con- 
duct under my command; and it will be e?er the greatest happiness of my 
life in hearing of your future weliare. I remun with much esteem, dear 
tdlGcrap, yours viery sincerely, 

(Signed) "Saml. Hood.** 

•• To C<qamn J. lAlUcrap, Pfynmrth.'* 

About this iperiod. Captain Hood expressed an earnest de* 
sire to introduce his late first Lieutenant to Earl St. Vincent ; 
iand after doing sb^ he presented him at court, usinjg the tnost 
handsome terms of commendation on each occasion. 

On the I2th of April, 1804, Captain Lillicrap was appointed 
to the Vesuvius bomb, employed on the Boulogne station, 
under the orders of Sir W. Sidney Smith. 

In Nov. 1805, that heroic officer meditated an attack upon 
the flotilla in Boulogne roads :— every thing was prepared, 
the bomb-vessels had taken their appointed stations, and Su* 
Sidney removed firom his flag-ship to a sloop of war, in 
which, as she drew but little water, he meant to conduct the 
business in person ; — ^the signal veas made for the gun-brigs 
to lead in, and a volley of rockets already discharged, when, 
on a sodden, the wind sUfted round to the N. W., and in a 



te^ miAfites iiicreased to a gale^ which rendered hk deeiga 
abortaire. On this occasion^ the Vesunus had one of het 
crew killed^ and several very badly wounded. 

Captam Lffliorap's next appointment was to the Despatch^ 
a ^ne 18-gnn brig ; in which^ after performing a t^ariety of 
services on different foreign stations^ he gailed from ttit 
Do#n8 in command of a light squadron^ and'with a loi^gi 
fleet of transportii under Ms protection, embiu'ked in which 
were two divisions of the ting's German L^on. These 
Irbops were safely -landed in tlie island of Rugen, at the tim6 
wlien a French arniy was biesieging Stralsund, the capital of 
Swedish Pomerania : and Captain LiUicriip continued to carry 
on the duties as senior officer in Pert Bay, until the arrival of 
TAfricaine frigate, having on board Lord Cathcart, comman-^ 
der-in-chief of the land forces, to be employed against 
Copenhagen. 

After th^ departure of TAfricaine, Captain Lillicrap re« 
Bumed the command of the small squadron statdoned off 
ftuge^, to protect the British troops, and,. If nectary, to 
cover the retreat of King Gustavus, wlio idtimatdy embarked 
on board a Swedish frigate, and sailed from lihence accoitt^ 
panied by the Rosamond sloop of war, 

During her continuance on that station, tl\e Despatch stoo4 
over to the nudti land, with the Mutine and Censor in com^- 
pany, reconnoitred the coast, and fired several broadsides aft 
the French out-posts near Griefswald. 

At length. Captain Lillicrap received orders to escort tike 
last division of troops under Lord Rosslyn, from Rugen to 
Zealand; and to superintend their debarkation in Kioge 
Bay. This latter service was accomplished on the 21st Aug. 
1.867 ; five days after the first landing of the army had been 
effected at Wibeck *. 

On joii4ng Admiral Gambler, off Copenhagen, Captain 
Lillicrap yvas directed to receive and mount 4 long 18-poun» 
ders, for the purpose of rendering his brig more effective 
against the Danish flotilla; and from that period w^ find 

« 

• See Sttppl. Put I, small type at the foot of p. 238. 

o2 
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hitn^ as the senior commander of the inshore squadron under 
Captain Puget, almost daily engaged wiUi the enemy ; parti- 
cularly on the 31st Aug., when the Charles armed transport 
was blown up close to the Despatch, by a shell from the 
Three Crowns battery ; and the British sustained a loss of 
10 killed and 21 wounded. Strange as it may appear, al- 
though 17 commanders, many of them junior to Idmself, were 
included in the general promotion that followed the surrender 
of the Danish navy. Captain Liliicrap did not obtain superior 
rank until more than three years afterwards. The subjoined 
'correspondence will enable our readers to judge whether he 
was entitled to claim advancement. 

\ *♦ Lofuhn, 18th Nov. 1807. 

- '' Sir,-»Hav]iigy to our ^reat disappointment^ not found your name 
among the promotions of the officers of the royal navy who were on the 
late expedition to Rugen and Copenhagen^ we have great reason to fear, 
that the essential service you rendered by your indefatigable exertions 
and active. measures, when superintending the disembarkation of the Ist 
aiid^^d divisions of the King's German Legion at Rugen, are not suf- 
ficiently known ; and we therefore how consider it a particular duty (as 
ithe respective Generals then in command of the said divisions) to assure 
you in this pubHc manner, that the reports we received during the afore- 
mentioned disembarkation from the d^erent commanding officers of regi- 
ments and battalions, as also from the Assistant-Quarter-Master-Generaf, 
laeutenant Colonel Offisney, are so highly to your credit that we shall feel 
happy in bringing it to the knowledge of the Right Honorable the Lords of 
the Admiralty, should this letter not sufficiently answer that purpose. We 
have the honor to be, with the most perfect esteem. Sir, your most obe- 
ctient humble servants, 

(Signed) '* Charles Baron Linsingen, . . Major-General. 

". Frederick Baron Dreckfel, Major-General. 

" To Captain Lilltcrap, R. N.*' 

" Portsmouth, 22nd Nov. 1807. 

^' Sir, — ^We beg leave to address you expressive of our. sincere thanks 
for the able manner in which you conducted the fleet under your convoy 
from the Downs to the islands of Rugen and Zealand ; and we should con- 
ceive ourselves wanting in justice if we omitted to notice your great exer- 
tions in the disembarkation of the troops under our command, which from 
the> judicious manner of your arrangements greatly facilitated the service. 
We further add, that it will give us great pleasure in our recommendations 
of you to the Lords of the Admiralty, if at any future period we should 
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lye permitted an opportanity. We have the henor to be, Sir, your muefa 
obliged and obedient servants, 

(Signed) ** Oeo. DiuEBiBRO, Vohhel, } Commanding 

** P. du Plai*, .... Cokmel, i Brigadei; 
** To Captain Lillicrap, R, N:* 

"Sast Sheen, 26th Nov. 1^7' 
** Dear Sir,— Mr Tyrwhilt hath promised to send me the result of liii 
communication with the Secretary of the Admiralty; meaning, I beUeve^ 
to abide by his advice. Your letter doth not say whether you have seen 
the First Lord, Depend on it, more may be done by your enforcing your 
claim in strong but respectful terms, than by any other channel. No oiie 
18 better able to do so than yourself, and few have justice more unequivo- 
cally on their side. I told Mr. T., that I was ready to attend his summotis, 
And I conclude I shall hear from him. In the mean time, do not omit 
fleeing the First Lord, and urging the claim you have, and the injustice you 
and the service will suffer, if you are so neglected. You may rely on it, 
such representation comes with double force from the person injured than 
it doth from any second person who hath not a com;nanding influence. 
Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) " C. M. Polk.** 
** To Captain LiUlcr<q>, R. N:' 

«' Edinburgh, Dec. 23, 1807. 

" My dear Sir,— I can assure you, that it lias neither proceeded from 
neglect nor from any indifference to the object of your wishes, that I have 
not written directly to yourself before tlus. 

** The moment I learnt from Captcdn Bouverie, that you thought my 
application to Lord Cathcart, and his Lordship's recommendation, could 
be of any use to you, I did not fail to state in writing to his Lordship 
how much the service was indebted to your care and exertions in the le- 
embarkation of the troops from Rugen, and the landing in Kioge bay. I 
referred his Lordship to my former letter, written at the time ; and I took 
the liberty to impress very strongly the great advantage to the army and 
to the public interest in general upon conjunct expeditions, that those offi- 
cers of the navy who had shewn great and marked attention to the other 
branch of the service should feel that we were grateful, and that the Gene- 
rals were ctisposed to exert any little interest they might possess in assist- 
ing their promotion. 

'* I stated my own sentiments, as they applied to you, as I had before 
done ; and I am sorry to add, that if Lord Cathcart's interest cannot pre- 
vail, I have very little hope from my own ; indeed, I should be almost 
afraid that any recommendation that could be supposed to infer political 
friendship, or personal conneidon, would be prejudicial. 

"I saw Lord Gathcart yesterday, who has promised me to state th6 
case upon the grounds upon which I put it ; and from his manner, 1 flatter 
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myselflie will give it all the effect ke con. He has aiBured metbat ht 
will let me have the answer. 

** I shall be very sorry if the yfomotioa your meiit and services endtle 
you to expect does not take place ; but I can assure you, that I shall regret 
it also very much upon public grounds. ... 

" If, however, you wish me to do any tlung else, and you should desire 
me to speak or write to Lord Mulgrave, I vnli do it ; but I tlunk that h&d 
better be deferred till I come to town, or at least till I know the result oi 
Lord Cathcart's applicati<m. Yours futhfuUy, 

(Signed) " Robslyh.*' 

<' n Captmn LUUcrt^^ R. N.'' 

*' Eoii Sheen, Jttn. 3, 1808. 

** Dear Sir,-«-Lord Rosslyn^s letter is indeed a very handsome and satis- 
fiictory testimony of your aendcea, at least as &r as your frieods and yo« 
are concerned, and I really do not see how you can be excluded from pro- 
motion, without the greatest ii^ustice to the service, as well as injury 
t9 you. Your claim is so good, that with the assistance of Lord 
Cathcart, added to the letters fh>m those commanding corps, wluch you 
have in your possession, I should advise you to renew your applicadon 
to Lord Mtdgrave, and the Board, enclosing to each another memo* 
rial. I am not, by this recommendation, endeavouring to avcnd the awk- 
wardness of attending your petition to the first Lord ; but I am stating 
what I think the best plan for you. I can have no other olgection to the 
attending Mr. Tyrwhitt, than a conviction that the doing so will not serve 
you ; but sure I am that you ought to be protected. IViithfully yours, 

(Signed) <' C. M. Folb.'* 

Notwithstanding all the exertions made in his favor by 
Lord Cathcart^ the Earl of Rosslyn^ Sir Charles M. Polej^ 
and the commandinjo^ officers of the German Legion^ Captain 
LiUicrap did not obtain a post commisuon until Oct. 21^ 
1810 ; at which period he had been serving upwards of two 
years on the Jamuca station, generally in command of a de* 
tached squadron. When proceeding thither with a fleet of 
merchantmen under his convoy, he captured la Dorade French 
privateer, and retook a British merchantman. 

During his (continuance in the West Indies^ Captdn Lilli* 
crap had frequent conferences with the two contending Hay* 
tian chiefs, Christophe and Petioh; with the former of 
whom he travelled into the interior of St. Domingo, and 
visited Fort Ferrier, an extensive fortification on the top of a 
very high mountain, scarcely accessible to any but the na* 
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lives^ very few Europeans being able to siisUin the fetigjie d 
such a journey. This fortress was intended by Christophe as 
a place of refuge for himself aind his adherents^ ahoiild Petion 
prevail against him^ or the French ever attempt, during hil 
reign, to rqpain the island. It had upwards of I7O guns 
mounted/ a magni£kaent palace within the walls, and a sub* 
terraneous space of sufficient extent to contain 6000 meo^ 
with a repository of provisions for the'suj^rt of that num- 
ber for eighteen months. 

In March 1811, Captain lillicrap received the official noti* 
fication of his promotion; and finding that he was not ap-^ 
pcHnted to any post ship, he returned home as a passenger on 
board the Naiad frigate. Some time after hb arrival, he 
received another friendly letter from Sir Samuel Hood, df 
which the following is a copy :— 

** My dear Sir,— I congr&luUite you on yourpromotioi^ and am tr^ly 
sorry you bave been laid \>y. It is hard after .the lopg and trying servicer 
yon have experienced. I should at any time he most happy to have you 
under my command ; but I have so many applications to make, that I can- 
not say a word about it to the Admiralty. 1 am just appointed to the East 
India command ; if you can ^t a ship anf) come there, I shall be r^oioed 
to do-all I ran for you. Very many thaidcs for your obliging coi^p^tqla- 
tions^ and believe me, in great haste« yours very truly^ ^ 

(Signed) " Samuel Hood." 

Captain lillicrap's next appointment was^ Jan. 25^ 1815^ 
to the Hyperion 43^ in which frigate he visited Lisbon^ and 
escorted home a large fleet of merchantmen from Oporto. 
On his return from thence^ he was superseded by her proper 
commander^ Captain W. Pryce Cumby ; and at the same 
time appointed to the Eurotas 46, on the Irish station. 

The Eurotas was lying in JPlymouth sound when Napoleon 
Buonaparte arrived at that anchorage in the Bellerophon, and 
Captain LiDicrap received orders to take a station as near t6 
the 74 as possible^ in order to prevent the numerous vessels 
and boats, crowded with curious spectators, from approach7 
ing too near. On the 29th July, all the bpats of the fleet 
were placed under his directions by Lord K€ith> and ordered 
to assemble alongside his frigate every eVenii^g during the 
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General^s stay there^ for the purpose of being distributed as 
guard-boats. 

After witnessing the removal of Napoleon to the Northum- 
berland, off Berry Head, Aug. 7, 1815, Captain Lillicrap 
returned to Plymouth, in company with Lord Keith ; and on 
the 1/ th of the same month, he received Generals Savary and 
Lallemand, three Colonels, and several other officers, late be- 
longing to Buonaparte's suite, as passengers to Malta, where 
be delivered them into the charge of Sir Thomas Mainland, on 
the 19th S^t. The Eurotas was paid off on her return from 
that service. 

In April, 1821, Captain Lillicrap obtained the command oi 
the Hyperion y and on the 19th Sept. following, he sailed for 
the Cape of Good Hope, with Lord Charles Somerset and 
suite passengers. Finding on. his arrival there, that Rear- 
Admind Lambert had proceeded to England, he hoisted a 
broad pendant, agreeably to orders received from the Admi- 
ralty, and continued in the command on that station until 
relieved by Commodore Nourse, in 1822. Previous to his 
departure from thence, he rendered a very important service 
to the East India Company, the nature of which will be seen 
by the following handsome acknowledgment of the Hon. 
Court of Directors :— « 

" Eoit In^a Hmue, Nov. 1 , 1S22. 

^ Sir^-^Representatioo having been made to the Goort of Directors 
of the East India Company, of the great promptitDde and exertion dis- 
played by yoiinelf and the officers and seaoaen employed under yoor 
command, in rescuing the Company's extra ship Albion, Mr. Charles 
Weiler^ Master, homeward bound idth treasure and a valuable cargo of 
merchandise, from the situation of extreme peril in which she was placed 
on the 10th of June last^ off the Cape of Good Hope, when in a strong 
gale of i^nd she broke from her anchorage in Simon^s Bay, and drove to 
vdthin the distance of a few fisthoms from the rocks ;— I have recdved the 
Court's commands to acquaint you^ that they have resolved to present you 
with the sum of Five Hundred Pounds for the purchase of a piece of plate^ 
as a token of the Court's appreciation of your meritorious conduct upon 
tlus occasion, whereby so many Uvea and so much valuable property were 
preserved from imminent danger. 

''The Court abo adverting to the successful exertions of the officers 
and seamoLof Hb Mije8ty*i navy» who were employed in rendering ai« 
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•istance to the Mp, under your dfarections, have fiirther resohred to pi^esent 
them with the undeitDentioned sums; and the Court request^ that you will 
dinde the same proportionately with your estimation of their respeetive 
serrices: namely— 

" To the Officers, Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds. 
''To the Men, Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds. 
'* I have the honor to be. Sir, your most obedient, humble Servant, 

(Signed) " J. Dart, Secretary." 

•• To Commodore Lillicrap^ H. M. S, Hyperion** 

On referring to the Minutes of the Hon, Coart, we find that 
the Albion had on bbard^ '^treasure to the amount of up- 
wards of 100^000//' Many females were among her pas- 
sengers. 

During the same gale, two Russian men of war were like- 
wise rescued from imminent danger, for which service, Cap- 
tain Lillicrap received a letter of thanks from their com- 
manders. 

Caption Lillicrap subsequently visited St. Helena and As- 
cension ; lefb stores, 8cc., at the latter island ; and from thence 
proceeded to join the squadron under Sir Charles Rowley^ on 
the Jamaica station. By that officer, he was sent with' a de- 
tachment under his orders, to cruise off Cuba for the sup- 
pression of piracy ;' and whilst thus employed, he had many 
official conferences with the Captain-General of that island, 
and the Spanish Admiral at Havannah ; as well as much cor- 
respondence on the same subject, with the principal local 
authorities along the coast ; occasioned by his having sat as 
one of H. M. Commissioners at Jamaica, for the trial of 
numerous pirates, many of whom were condenmed and 
executed. 

On the 24th Oct. 1823, Ci^»tain Lillicrap was appointed to 
the Gloucester 74, bearing the broad pendant of Sir Edward 
W; C. R. Owen, with whom he returned to England, Marck 
13^' 1824. ' Since the 27th of that month, he has not been in 
coxnmission. 

Captam Lillicrap married^ Dec. 30, 1811, Frances Adams, 
second daughter of Giles Welsford, of Plymouth, Esq. by 
whom he has had a numerous family. Two of his nephews 
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died in the lumd service-^-oiie li middiipiiuui, the other a 
Lieutenant, R. M, ^ — their only surviving brother, Mr. J. L» 
Marchant, is now serving as Purser of the Zebra sloop. 
Agent. — Sir F. M. Ommanney. 



WALTER GROSETT, Esq. 

Ukcus to John Rock Grosett, Esq. M. P. for Chippenham. 

This officer entered the navy, Nov. 177^9 ^ & midshipman 
on board the Sandwich 00, flag-ship of Sir George B. Rod- 
ney, under whom he shortly afterwards sailed to the relief mf, 
Gibraltar, and from thence to the Leeward Islands. He was 
consequently present at the capture of the Caraccas convoy, 
the defeat and surrender of Don Juan de I^angara, and three 
actions with Mods, de Guichen, off Martinique ; in the first 
of which (AprU I75 1780) the Sandwich had 18 mra killed, 
«nd 51 1 including two LieutenaBiS;, wounded *• We subse^ 
quently find him serving under Captain John Rodney^ in the 
Boreas of 32 guns, Sybil 2^ and Anson 64 f. 

In Feb. 1784, Mr. Grosett joined the Thisbe 38^ Capt^ 
George Robertson, fitting for the Newfoundland - staticm, 
where he continue nearly three years. His promoiifm to 
the rank of Lieutenant took pbce in Oct. 17d4 ; previous to 
which he had served for some time as master's-rmate of the 
Boyne 98^ flag«fihip of Sir John ier^y and distinguished 
himself on many occasions, when employed ashore inco- 
c^ration with the. army during the sieges of Martinique^ St» 
Lucia, and Guadaloupe. 

; Lieutenant Grosett's first appointment was to the Quebec 
32, in which frigate he served under Ciqptains Josias Rojgers^ 
James Carpenter^ and Jdbn Cooke X^ on the West India and 
Channel stations. . Previous to his departure firom the Lee- 

• See Vol. I, Part I» note f ftt p. 3 et seq. and note f at pp. 103—105. 
f The Sybil waa one of Admiral Rodney's repeaters on the glorious. 
12th April/ 1782. 

:SeeVoLII.FlRrtI.p.21. 
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ward Ifllandfr^ he Teoeived the thanks of the VfeMsOii ttnd 
Council of Grenada, for havmg ^' very materially eoatributed 
to the preservation of that colrniy, and restored it to a state 
of tranquillity^'' by his able and gallant conduct, when com- 
manding a detachment of about 150 seamen and marine^l, 
landed from the squadron under the orders of Captain 
Rogers. 

£arly in 1797> Lieutenant Grosett was appcnnted to the 
Success frigate. Captain Philip Wilkinson (now Vice-Admi- 
ral Stephens) ; in Nov. following, to the Hector, 74» Captafai 
Peter Aj^^ then at Lisbon ; in Feb. 1796, to el Mahonesa 
98, Captain John Gi£fard ; and in June, same yeor, to the 
Centaur 74, Captain John Markham. 

The latter ship formed part of the squadron under Commo-i 
d(Nre Duckworth, at the reduction of Minorca, Nov. 15y 1798 1 
and was afterwards sent to cruise on the coast of Catalonia, 
where she captured la Vierga de Rosario Spfmish piivateer^ 
nBM>unting 14 brass 12-pounders, n^th a complement of 90 
m^u 

On the 16th Feb. 1799, the Centaur, Argo, and Levialhan, 
attacked the town of Cambrelles, and the Spaniards having 
quitted their battery, the boats were sent in undeir the oom- 
mand of lieutenant Grosett, who dismounted ihe guns^ 
burnt five settees, and brought out a similar number ; laden 
with staves, wine, And wheat. 

Shortly after the performance of this service. Lieutenant 
Grosett was removed to the Ville de Paris, a first rate, in 
which ship, successively bearing the flags of £arl St. Vincent 
and the Hon. William Comwallis, he served on the Mediter- 
ranean station and off Brest, until, appointed to the Royal 
Charlotte yatch, in May, 1801. His promotion to the rank 
of Commander took place Oct. 6, in the same year. 

From this period Captain Grosett remained upon half- pay 
till Aug. 1802, when he was appointed to the Port Mah6n 
brig, on the Guernsey station. In Mar. 1803, he was re* 
moved to the Trent 32, armed en Jlute, which ship, whilst 
under his command at Cork, successively bore the flags of 
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Admiral Lord Gardner^ Rear- Admfral WilKsim 0*Brien Dmry 
andl^ce-AdmiralHWhitshedandThombroagh^ as command- 
en-in-chief on the Irish station. 

Captain Grosett's post commission bears date Oct. 21^ 
1810. Previous to his leaving Cork, the mayor and corpora- 
tion held a special meeting for the pnrpose of voting him the 
freedom of that 'city: the committee of merchants also as^ 
sembled and voted him their unanimous thanks for his great 
attention to their interests, whilst commanding the guard- 
ship, a period of upwards of seven years. 

From the foregoing sketch it will be seen that Captaiik 
Grosett twice served under the iimmediate eye of Earl St. 
Vincent^ who so highly approved of his conduct on every oc- 
casion as to present him with a medal, — a convincing proof 
of the esteem in which he wtts held by that celebrated chief- 
tain. While in attendance upon the royal femily at Wey- 
mouth, between May and Oct. 1801, the subject of this brief 
inemoir had likewise tha honor of being most graciously no- 
ticed by our late revered monarch. Since his advancenient 
to post-rank he has not been able to obtain any employ- 
ment. 

Captain Grosett's only son died at Jamaica, in 1824, aged 
22 : his daughter is married to W. Hudson Heaven, of Pen- 
ridge House, CO, Somerset, Esq. 

^jT^/^**— 'Messrs. Cooke, Halford and Son. 



FRANCIS JOHN NOTT, Esq. 

Acted as Lieutenant of the Leviathan a third rate, at the 
defeat of the French fleet by Earl Howe, June 1, 1794 ♦ ; 
and was wounded on board the. Sans Pareil 80, in Lord Brid- 
port*s action oflf TOrient, June 23, 1796 1- He was made 
a Commander into the Curapoa sloop, on tht Jamaica station, 
at the latter end of 1801: and subsequently appointed to 

» 

• See Vol. II, Part I^, p. 103, eiseq, 
t Sec Vol. I Part I. p. 246. 
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the Childere and Rover brigs^ in whicl^ li^tter vessd he coo« 
tinued until promoted to post-rank^ Oct. 21^ 1810. 

Captain Nott obtained the out pension of Greenwiclh Hos- 
pital, June 19, 1822. . . 



LEWIS SHEPHEARD, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant in Jan. 1797 ; promoted to the 
rank of Conunander, in Jan. 1802 5 and afterwards appointed 
to the Thisbe 28, armed en flute, in which ship Laeutenant* 
General Whitelocke sailed from England,' for the purpose of 
assuming the chief command of H. M. forces in the Rio de 
la Plata, where he arrived May 10, 1807. 

In 1808, Captain Shepheard was appointed to the Brazen, 
a new sloop, fitting for the Jamaica station, and of which he 
retained the conmiand until his promotion to post«rank, Oct. 
21, 1810. 

Agents. — ^Messrs. Chard. 



JOHN THOMPSON, Esq. («) 

Obtainsd the rank of Commander in April, 1802 ; and 
was very actively employed in the Fly sloop of war, during 
the operations against Buenos Ayres, June and July, 18Q7* 
His post-commission bears date Oct. 21, 1810. 



ROBERT EVANS, Esq. 

. Youngest son of the late Meredith Evans, Esq. by Mary, 
daughter, of Bepjamin Beal, Esq., a gentleman possessed of 
considerable, property at Bridgewater, co. Devon, a staunch 
adherent of the unfortunate Charles I, and father of Captam 
Beal, who served as first Lieutenant of the Ludlow Castle 
frigate, at the siege of Carthagena, in 1741 * This officer's 
uncle, Evan Evans, Esq., married the first cousin to Miss 
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VeraoD^ of Hanbarjr^ oo. Worcester, wtfe of HenfyOeeil^ 
Esq., afterwards Marquis otExeiti&r, whose marriage was dis^ 
Slaved by Act of Parliament, in June, 1791* 

The above mentioned Meredith Evans, Esq., was the 16th in descent 
from Madoc, one of the sons of Ririd Vlud<C Lord of Penliyn, Pennant, 
and Bryn, extensive districts in tlie county of Merioneth, which were 
eventually divided and sub-divided by the law of Gavel, among lua 
progeny. 

Ririd Vlaidd lived in 1070, and acquired great reputation by his distin- 
guished intrepicnty m many conflicts, in which he defended his country. 
He was also Lord of the Eleven Towns, in Shrbpshh^ ; but Ids favoirite re^ 
sidences were Rhiwaedog, Neuaddan» Gldsion, &e., all in ^ibeyAdeky of 
pala. ^o. Merioneth. From this olueftain was descended David liafA, 
Esq., whose son married the only daughter and hekeis of Sir Alexao4ar 
Myddleton, constable of Montgomery castle, from which marriage are d^ 
scended the Myddletons of Owaenunog, near Denbigh ; and of that house 
was the enterprising and patriotic Sir Hugb Myddleton, who brought the 
New River to London :— his brother, 2$ir Thomas Myddleton, founded the 
branch <^ Chirk Castle, and was also Lord Mayor of the British metro- 
polis :— from the same origin sprung another David, son of Qiflth,' of 
Pen-y-ralt, who married Lowry, daughter of Hpwel Vaqghan, of Q^i-y- 
L3rnn Tegid, and took the name of Vaughan. 

In 1672, Edward Vaughan of Olanry-Lyun Tegid, son of another Howel 
Vanghan, married Mary, daughter of John Purcell, of Llangedwynn. In 
Nov. 1715, Ann, co-hdress of the said Edward Vau^^, married Watkin 
Williams Wynn, Esq., eldest son of Sir William WUliams, Bart. 

Thomas Evans, cousin to Edward Vaiighan, married the only daughter 
of Edward Eyton, of IVynnstay, Esq. The Lloyds are connected by mar- 
riage with the Wynnes of Hazlewood, co. JSIigo. Itirid's coat armoriid 
will be found among the quarterings of the most respecUd)le families la 
North Wales. 

Captain Evans, whose services we are about to notice, is the 13th in der 
scent from Jeaun Vliudd, whose tomb is in the church of Llanuwchlyn, 
and thereon his figure in armoiu*, having a conic helmet, &c. &c. The 
patrimony of this braaeh is Pen'r ^It, in the j^arish of Llanvawr. The 
cognomen of Evans was first borne by Evan, son of Evan Lloyds grand- 
fttfaer of JMferedith Evans, and nephew to Robert Price, Baron of the Ex- 
chequer, who piade a^stingutshed figure, both as a senator and a jndge» 
in the leign of WilMam III. fhe said Evan ^vims fought as an oflieer of 
cavahy, fX the battle of Dumhiain, in 1715. 

The subject of this memoir oommenced his naval career^ 
ander the patronage of Lord Dudley and Ward^ nnde to-tfie 
piesent.peer. He first embarked ui ]7B2> as a nudshipman^ 



V 



on bdavd tlte Bleidieim O89 Captain (afterwards JjUfA) Dwik 
can; which ship formed part of Eari Howe's ft^at%he 
relief of Gibraltar^ and was hig Lordship's second in tiie «i^ 
sequent action off Cape Spartel*? her loss on the latlier 
occasion consisted of' 2 men killed and 3 wounded. 

On the return of' peace^ Mr. Evmns joined the Trusty 50^ 
fitting Cor the flag of Sir John Ldndsay^ Bart. ; and during 
the winter of 1783, we find him m the Orestes sloop. Captain 
James £Ws, employed on Channd service. 

After assisting at the capture of several large and powef^ 
iidly armed smuggling vessels, one of whidi defended henelf 
mstil several men were killed and wounded on both sides, 
Mr. Evans proceeded to Newfoundland, as a passenger on 
board the Merlin sloop, and firom thence, in the Thisbe frigate^ 
to Halifax, where he joined the Assistance 60, flag-ship df 
Sir Charles Douglas, then commanding on the American 
station. 

In 1786, Mr. Evans returned home, and was removed into 
the Astrsea frigate. Captain Peter Rainier, with whom he 
proceeded to Ferrol, Madeira, and the West Indies, where 
he continued for a period of three years, during which the 
AstrsBa visited all the British islands, and most of the FriNich 
and Spanish colonies. 

Whilst off St. Donungo, our young offlcer appears to 
have had a very narrow escape, a boat in which he was going 
to Isabella Bay, having upset in a squall, and remained bottom 
upwards for more than three hours before she was discovered, 
and then only by accident. On this occasion, Mr. Evans 
saved the lives of two men who could not swim, by giving 
eadh of them an oar, after they had let go their hold of the 
boat, in consequence of the alarm excited by another mid- 
shipman speaking about sharks, several of v^ich monsters 
were in fiict seen immediately after the launch of the frigate 
had arrived to their assistance. 

In 17B9, having then completed his time as a midshipman, 
Mr. Evans returned to England, in charge of a large and va- 
luable merdiant ship, which had lost both her master and 

• S^ Vol. I,nttt I, pp. 17, 106—108. 
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chief mate/ On. bis arrival in England^ he passed the usual 
examination; and. immediately afterwards joiiibed the Director 
64^ Captain Thomas West> under whom he served^ until his 
promotion into the Repidse 64, at the close of the Spanish 
armament^ 

In April, l/dly Mr. Evana received an appointment to the 
Racehorse sloop, Captain David Mackey ; and on that vessel 
beii^ paid off and re-commissibned, after the Russian arma-^ 
mfent, he was appointed first Lieutenant of her, at the parti- 
cuUr request of the same commander. 

From this period. Lieutenant Evans served in the Race* 
horse,' under Captains Mackey, George Hope, and Jaities 
Leakey, until the commencement of the French revolutionary 
war, when he was removed into la Concorde frigate. Captain 
Thomas VVells, - 

The following anecdote of a British sailor^ appears to us 
worthy of being here recorded : — 

Shortly after Lieutenant Evans joined la Concorde^ he was sent mih a 
boat's crew to impress men from the homeward bound Baltic fleet The 
.first ship he boarded was searched for a considerable time before any of 
the crew, who had concealed themselves, could be discovered ; but at length^ 
ten prime sailors were found stowed away in the run : one of them was im- 
mediately recognised by Lieutenant Evans, with whom he had formerly 
served in the Racehorse ; and on his saying ** lam very glad to seeymi, fFU^ 
Ham Search/' the poor fellow surlily replied, '* / am very iwry to iee you 
thiiugh!** After a little conversation, however, he became more good 
humoured, and consented to enter for the frigate : — " Then,'* continued 
Lieutenant Evans, *' as I know you to he a good man, you shall go mith 
your shipmates in my boat, board the neat ship, and get all you can/or me J* 
-^^^'Thafs what I will,** said^ the tar, " come along my boys ."—away they 
went, and the boat soon returned with seven other men. From that mo- 
ment; William Search constantly served in the same ships with Lieutenant 
Evans, until, through his recommendation, he was at once promoted from 
Rear-Admiral Raimer's flag-slup, to be boatswain of a 64, on the East 
India station. 

In one of her cruises, la Concorde encountered a heavy gale 
of windy and the ship laboured so exceedingly, that only the 
quarter-masters and gunner's crew would venture to go 
aloft : seeing this, Mr. Evans, then junior , Lieutenant, took 
the lead, followed by a sipgle midshipman, for the purpose of 
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handing the msdn-top-sail, but scarcely had the party got 
above the top when the mast went^ by which accident the 
midshipmen and four men perished : Lieutenant Evans and 
the remainder of his followers^ fortunately saved themselves 
by clinging to the wrecks from whence they were extricated 
without sustaining any material injury. 

The part borne by la Concorde in an action with a French 
squadron, near Guernsey, April 23, 17^4, has already been 
described in our memoir of Sir Richard J. Strachan, by whom 
she was then commanded * : the following is an extract of 
that officer's official letter, reporting the capture of TEn- 
gageante frigate : — 

" The zealous, cool, and steady conduct of the officers and ship's com- 
pany, was highly meritorious in the action ; and their efforts in refitting 
the ship, after the fatigue they had experienced, exceeded any exertion I 
ever sa\f before. As the first Lieutenant, Charles Apthorp, was mostly 
with me, I had an opportunity of observing the spirit of enterprise which 
pervaded his conduct ; and am convinced also of the good conduct of Lieu- 
tenants Boys and Evans, who commanded on the main-deck.'' 

During the spirited action to which we have alluded, lieu- 
tenant Evans was wounded by a splinter, and his hearing 
much injured by the unexpected discharge of a gun on which 
he was resting, as he looked through the port, to ascertain 
the enemy's exact position, the smoke being then so very 
thick, that, although but a few yards distant, she could not 
be distinguished. It is worthy of remark, that the only person 
killed outright on board la Concorde, was a youth who had 
run away from Westminster school, and entered as a c(»nmQn 
sailor under a fictitious name. Another poor fellow who had 
been confined to his hammock, but insisted upon going to his 
quarters, was shot through the head whilst speaking to Lieu- 
tenant Evans. 

From this period, we find no particular mention of la Con« 
corde until March 1795, when she was commanded by Cap- 
tain Anthony H^unt, and employed under the orders of Sir 
Edward Pellew, who, having received information that a 
tconvoy was about to leave Brest, placed his squadron as near 

• See Vol. I, p, 286, et. seq. 

9UPPL. FART H. B 
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the Penmarks as possible^ and at day-light on the 7tb, saw 
jtweuty-five sail dose among the xocks^ protected by one 
flmall armed ship: fifteen of . this number were taken and 
destroyed ; the remainder ran. between the rocks^ in such a 
manner as rendered any. attempt to pursue them fruitless. 
Out of eight brought off, two were laden with ship-timber, 
one with bale goods, and one partly with sugar, indigo, and 
linen. Several of those destroyed were set on fire by Lieute- 
nant Evans, who, on entering the cabin of one, found a slow 
match burning, and a train laid from it to a barrel full of 
powder : when about to quit another, he was surprised to 
see twelve well-armed Frenchmen come up from the hold, 
where they had secreted themselves in hopes of being able 
to recover possession of their vessel. 

In June, 179&> la Concorde accompanied the expedition 
under Sir John B. Warren, to Quiberon Bay, and Lieutenant 
Evans was entrusted with the command of the seamen and 
marines, landed from her to assist at the reduction of fort 
Penthievre, a strong work commanding the peninsula, of 
which possession was obtained on the 3d of the following 
month. He subsequently commanded a di\ision of boats in 
an expedition up the Morbihan river, under the orders of 
Captain Albemarie Bertie, whose thanks he received for his 
gallant conduct in boarding, near Vannes, a 24-gun corvette, 
a cutter of 10 guns, and an armed lugger, the whole of which 
vessels were carried and destroyed. 

Several merchantmen being captured on the same occa- 
sion. Lieutenant Evans took charge of a large brig, which 
he brought out under a tremendous fire of musketry, from at 
least 600 republican troops, then posted at every point of the 
river. We should here observe, that in the course of the 
above service, he was accidentally but severely wounded by 
a pike, and that his conduct throughout the whole afiEur 
was very hi^ly approved by the conunander of the expe- 
dition *• 

* On arrifing at a certain pcnot of the Morbihan, Ueotenant E?anf 
fonnd himseir obliged to go so cIoso> to the shore, that every person on 
mod the |irin would iaeviubly have been incked oiT by the enemy, had 
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La Concorde was subseqaently sent to Isle DteOf with a 
brigunder her protection^ the latter having on board arms^ 
ommnhitioD^ and nulitary stores^ for the use of the royalists in 
la Vendue : the landing of this cargo was entrusted to the 
superintendence of lieotenant Evans^ the Greyhound cutter 
being at the same time ordered to convey Taim m shorej, 
and to remain there for his support until the sendee was 
efiected. 

The transport being anchored in a convenient station near 
the main laud, lieutenant Evans immediately went on shore 
with 4000 ban cartridges, and was making arrangements for 
the debarkation and security of the whole caigo, when a large 
republican force marched out from St. Gilles, cut off his 
retreat to the boat, and reduced him and two of his crew to 
the necessity of swimming for their lives. Fortunately Lieu* 
tenant Wilkinson, of the Greyhound^ was keeping a good 
liDok out ; the cutter immediately stood in, opened a heavy 
fire^ and succeeded in rescuing them ; but not before Lieu- 
tenant Evans had received a ball in the fleshy part of his 
arm : his escape under such circumstances, however, may 
be considered miraculous, as he was the whole time exposed 
to a continual fire of at least 1500 muskets. The enemy 
were shortly afterwards attacked, and defeated with immenae 
loss, by the royalists, under General Charette, whose force 
greatly exceeded what the enemy had expected, bat i^th 
only six rounds each man, including the supply received firona 
Lieutenant Evans; who, immediately resuming hi0 ^^^^^ 
had the pleasure of seeing the whole cargo landed, and ol^^^^^*^ 
away frt)m the beach, in less than three hours. On "b^ ^^* 
turn to la Concorde, he received Captain Hunf a heart;y ^^^^^ 
gratulations on his safety, and warmest thanks for his ^"*^ 
conduct, which was afterwards reported in the most 
terms to Sir John B. Warren. 

not the Pdter fri]]|.ve88e] promptly anchored, broui^ht lier broa^^*^^--»^ 
bear, and kqit op a heavy fire until the brig was dear of dang^*^ 
mention this drcomstance injustice to lieutenant (now Ciqptain) 
Tomlinson, who then conunanded the Pelter. 

& 2 
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Wfe next find this officer serving on shore at the occupa-' 
tion of Isle IKeu, and subsequently assisting at the capture of 
TEveill^ French national brig, mounting 18 guna^ with a 
complement of 100 men *• 

La Concorde continued to be actively employed in co- 
operation with the French royalists until Nov. 1795. In Jan. 
following, Lieutenant Evans again signalized himself by ht» 
intrepid and humane endeavours to succour the crew of the 
Hon. E. I. C. ship Dutton, when driven on shore under the 
citadel of PlymouUi, in a tremendous gale of wind. The 
manner in which the crew and passengers were saved, after 
every attempt made by the boats of the fleet had proved 
abortive, has been described at p. 215, of our first volume. 

On the 9th April, 1796, la Concorde assisted at the capture 
of about twenty-five French merchantmen, and also at the 
destruction of la Volage, a national ship, mounting 20 guns* 
In the course of the same month, she likewise contributed to 
the capture of two fine frigates — rUnite, 38 guns, 255 men ; 
and la Virghiie, of 44 guns and 340 men t» 

During this cruise, Lieutenant Evans had two more narrow 
escapes : — the first was, when setting fire to one of the cap- 
tured merchant vessels, a random shot from la Concorde cut 
a rope which he had accidentally laid hold off; the second, 
when employed landing arms, &c. by night, between TOrient 
and Quiberon, the weather very dark and tempestuous, his 
flat-bottomed boat dragged her grapnel, drifted into a heavy 
surf, and capsized over him, by which means he was kept un- 
der water until some of the royalists, commanded by General 
Georges, providentiaUy came to his assistance. Another mi- 
raculous escape, which he experienced about the same period, 
is also worthy of notice : 

Cruising off Brest, in a heavy gale of wind, la Concorde 
brought to a large French ship, which Captain Hunt resolved 
to take possession of, although he was told that no boat could 
live in such a sea as was then running : the boat being lower- 
ed, the crew descended into her, and were immediately 

• L^Eveill^ was taken by Sir J. B. Warren's squadron, Oct. 15, 1795. 

f See VoL l,p. 216, etseq. 
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followed bf lieutenant Evans, who had scarcely done to 
when she swamped, by which accident, every one of the 
poor men met with a watery grave ; but fortunately he him- 
45elf succeeded in reaching a rope, and thereby escaped a sioii* 
lar fate. 

Shortly after the capture of la Virginie, Captain Hunt was 
removed to that frigate, on which occasion he invited Mr. 
Evans to become his firfit Lieutenant, expressing himself 
briefly as follows: 

** Dear Sir, — We have l»een some time together, and I hope we may not 
separate : I am appointed to la Virginie, and shall be happy to apply for 
you to be my first Lieutenant. Direct to me at Sir T. Rogers, M. P. 
Yours truly, 

(Signed) " A. Humt.*» 

Having accepted this flattering and totally unexpected 
offer. Lieutenant Evans was immediately appointed to la 
Virginie, then just out of dock, with a clear hold, and only 
25 seamen on board ; with which small number, assisted by 
about 30 marines, he not only rigged the ship, but stowed 
the hold, and got her completely ready for sea, in sixteen 
days after his removal from la Concorde : his Captain absent 
during all that period. The following short statement will 
shew, that she was shortly afterwards saved from destruc- 
tion, through his timely interference, judicious advice, and 
seaman-like exertions. 

La Virginie sailed on her first cruise in company with the 
Jason frigate. Captain Charles Stirling. After touching at Fal- 
mouth and Cork,' both ships proceeded along the Irish coast 
to the northward, but were separated in a gale, when not far 
from Carlingford. The weather at this period was very thick^ 
and la Virginie on a lee shore, with her fore-top-mast gone, 
which induced Lieutenant Evans to recommend that she 
should be kept close hauled until day-light, particularly as 
Captain Hunt was then ill in his cot. After seeing every 
thing made snug, and the wreck lashed to the ship's side, in 
hopes of saving the spars and rigging. Lieutenant Evans, 
having been on deck the whole of the night, went below at 
4 A. M., in order to put on drj^ apparel ; but he had scarcely 
reached his cabin, when the ofl&cer of the watch came to in- 
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form him that the master^ ^n ignorant old man^ had prevailed 
upon the Captain to bear up^ thereby exposing the ship to 
imminent peril. Surprised at this intelligence^ Lieutenant 
Evans hastened to Captain Huntj explained the dangerous 
situation of the frigate^ and obtained permission to act ac- 
cording to his own discretion. At day-light^ land was seen 
both a-head and a*stem^ and rocks with tremendous breakers 
appeared at no great distance on the lee-bow. The wreck was 
now necessarily cut away^ and as much sail set as the ship 
could possibly bear ; but^ owing to the heavy sea then run- 
nings her safety was long doubtful. 

Subsequent to this narrow escape, la Vifginie proceeded to 
Carrickfeipis roads^ and Lieutenant Evans was sent to Bel- 
fast^ for the purpose of obtaining a spare top-mast : returning 
from thence in a post-chaise^ he was fired at by some mis- 
creaut^ whose ball passed through the windows of the vehicle^ 
but luckily did him no harm. 

Having rejoined the Jason at Lough Swilly^ la Virginie 
returned wiUi her along the west coast of Ireland^ and whep 
off Cape Clear gave chase to a large ship^ which proved to 
be a French transport^ having on board between 500 and 
600 cavalry^ 20 field pieces, 3000 stand of arms, 50 tons of 
gunpowder^ and a large quantity of military stores. 

After securing this very valuable prize^ the Jason and Vir- 
^nie stood to the westward^ the Frenchmen having informed 
Captain Hunt, previous to his consort coming up, that they 
had sailed firom Brest as part of a formidable expedition^ 
destined to assist the Irish rebels. At midnight the enemy's 
fleet was discovered, and the British fiigates ran close under 
the stem of a ship bearing an Admiral's light : no notice 
being taken of them^ they then ran a short distance to lee- 
ward^ and there hove to ; but at day light nothing was to be 
seen^ although the wind was then blowing hard firom the 
eastward. Captain StirHng thereupon determined to make 
the best of his way to Spithead^ where^ shortly after the 
arrival of the two firigates^ Captain Hunt received orders to 
prepare for the reception of the Marquis Comwalliss who 
was then preparing to assume the government of India. 
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■ La Virgii^ie waa quite ready for sea^ and the whole of bii 
lordship's efifects were embarked on board her^ when the' dee* 
tination of both was jchanged^ in consequence of the mutiny 
at Spithead, and other circumstanpes Qf a piolltical nature^ * 
Unsuspicious of such an event as the former being about 
to take place. Captain Hunt^ was on shore attending to his 
private business, and preparing to receive the Marquis/ WBfen 
the general cheering took place at Spithead, and the flag;ttf 
Lord Bridport was lowered by his officers, under a ,sens<^ of 
shame to see it accompanied by the syu^bol , of *mutinyi 
which the delegates had hoisted on visiting the Rbyal 
George, 

During the conferences that took place between the Board 
of Admiralty and the ringleaders, the greater pialt of la'Vir^ 
ginie's crew were obedient and respectful to lAeutettabt 
Evans, with whom many of them bad sailed in oUier 6MpiJ 
previous to their being drafted' into that irrigate. Their ^cdn^ 
duct after the renewal of the mutiny- was ali^p deserving of the 
highest praise ; for on being direct^ to follow the fle^ttdSt* 
Helen's, they requested him to give his orders as iisual^ prou 
mising that every thing should be carried on ac^orrdhig to his 
wishes, and expressing their regret that they durst i^Ot dis^ 
obey the mandate of the delegates (as to la Vii^nie's remoVal 
from Spithead) there being about 23 or 30 disaffiscUd fdloWB 
on board, who reportedevery thing to them, and possessed Suf- 
ficient influence to get any man taken out of the shi^ ind 
Bogged who should venture to declare his principles differcbt 
to their own. As a proof of the sincerity of thobe loyal but 
overawed men, one or other of them regularly rep<]frted'to 
Ldeutenant Evans, before 4 A.M., the whole of what had 
passed at the seditious meeting of the preceding night. This 
exemplary behaviour on their part was greatly promoted Vf 
the conduct of a gunner's mate, whos^ life Lieutej^nt Evlttis 
had saved by jumping overboard after him^ for which hutnane 
action the poor fellow was ever afterwards grateful ; ah4 as 
he happened to be a great favorite with his shipmates iii -ge- 
neral, his counsel was always lii^ned to with very great 
attention. Of the few insubordinate characters' on boai'd la 
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Virginie^ we shall have occasion to speak hereafter^ 1)Ut merely 
for the purpose of proving that they were the very scum of 
her crew. The following verbatim copy of a curious docu- 
ment^ now lying before us^ will tend to corroborate part of 
what we have just stated : 

" Tb the Ship's Company of II. M. Sh^ rtrginie. 

** Whereas you are fitted for Foreign Sendee, and your commg to St. 
Helen's has happened through Mistake^ 

** You are hereby reqmred to obey the Orders of your officers in every 
respect. You have had no part in the present Differences, nor is any 
blame to fall on you for what has happened. 

'' Given under our Hands tlus 9th Day of May, 1 797* 

(Signed) " The Delegates of the Fleet." 

Notwithstanding this order, la Virginie^ when returning to 
Spithead, was hailed by the Defiance 7 Ay and threatened with 
a broadside if she did not immediately anchor. Perceiving 
that the mutinous crew were preparing to carry their menace 
into execution^ and knowing that some time must elapse be- 
fore they could open a fire from the stem, Lieutenant Evans 
pretended to obey them by giving orders to shorten ssdl and 
bring the ship to an anchor; but no sooner had be passed the 
74's quarter than he directed her three masts to be kept in 
one, by which adroit manoeuvre la Virginie was enabled to 
get out of range before a single gun could be brought to 
bear upon her. 

The only man of war then lying at Spithead was the La* 
tona frigate. Scarcely had Lieutenant Evans anchored there, 
when the delegates from that ship came on board la Virginie, 
harangued her crew from the forecastle, and endeavoured, 
both by persuasions and threats, to prevail upon them to 
cheer, — ^this, however, they unanimously refused to do ; and 
ihey even requested LieutenantEvanstolaythemalongsidethe 
Latona^ assuring him that if he would stand by them, neither 
her nor any other frigate should induce them to repeat an 
act so repugnant to their true feelings. 

Captain Hunt now occasionally came on board, and was 
always well received, the men being much attached to him, 
and indeed to all their o£Eicers. At length the baggage be- 
longiBg to the Marquis Cornwallis was landed, and la Vir- 
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ginie received orders from the Admiralty to convey the 
present Queen of Wirtemberg from Harwich to Cuxhaven. 
When passing through the Downs^ she was cheered by the 
flag-ship and a frigate ; but still her crew continued steady^ 
and only one solitary symptom of insubordination ever after- 
wards appeared amongst them. 

On the evening after the royal passenger was landed at 
Cuxhaveuj two men were put in irons for disorderly conduct^ 
and the following morning Captdn Hunt was proceeding to 
punish them, when^ at the very first lash, a fellow standing 
behind him called out '^ Stop !'* Lieutenant Evans instantly 
turned round, dragged him forward by the collar, and the 
punishment proceeded. It is almost needless to add, that 
the audacious offender was in his turn tied up, — by which 
prompt measure good order was permanently restored. 

During la Virginie's passage to the Elbe ; Lieutenant 
Evans had the honor of being kindly noticed by his monarch's 
eldest daughter, but although that Princess condescended to 
recommend him to the favorable consideration of the Admi- 
ralty, the first Lieutenant of the senior officer's ship alone 
obtained promotion *. 

On her return to the Downs, la Virginie assisted in quell- 
ing a mutiny on board the Beaulieu frigate, by warping 
close alongside of her, with the band playing ^^ God save the 
King," and every thing prepared for action, whilst 30 ma- 
rines went on board and enabled the officers to disarm and 
secure the crew, who had already opened a fire upon them. 

After this a&ir, la Virginie was sent to cruise between the 
Kentish Knock and the North Foreland, for the purpose of 
intercepting such of the delegates of the North Sea fleet as 
might attempt to escape from the Nore. We subsequently 
find Lieutenant Evans making a very judicious selection of 
persons to assist at the execution of several mutineers, by 
manning two boats with those who had been in the habit of 

* La Revolutionnaire conveyed the Duke of Wirtemberg to Cuxhaven^ 
sailing in company with la Virginie^ and the Melampus. The former 
frigate was commanded by Captain Francis Cole^ the latter by Captain 
(now Sir Graham) Moore. 
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holding nigbtly consultations at Spithead ; and not allowing 
any others to be disgraced by accompanying them : strange 
as it may appear^ not one of those fellows could even row an 
oar^ and it was actually found necessary to send other boats 
to tqw them back when the executions were over. 

At the latter end of 17d7i 1^ Virginie received orders to 
convey Sir Hugh C. Christian to the Cape of Good Hope, and 
the £arl of Momington to Bengal. After touching at Ma- 
dras, she proceeded to Diamond harbour ; and Captain Hunt 
accompanied the Gove^lo^Genecal to Calcutta, from whence 
that meritoffioas young officer was dtetined never to return. 
In a very few days subsequent to his departure, 120 of the 
frigate's officers and crew were reported sick, Jb of whom, 
including the sui^eon, died before she left the Ganges, at 
which period 100 men were confined to their hammocks, and 
30 more unfit for duty. * The cause of Captain Hunt's decease 
is stated in a letter from the Governor*General to Earl 
Spencer, of which the following is a copy : 

" Fort Wtnidm, Avg. 24, 1 798. 

** My Lord, — ^It is with -the greatest conoero I commamcate to your. 
Lordship the melancholy event of the death of Captain Hunt, of la Vir- 
gude frigate : he died in Fort William, after a short illness^ occasioned by 
his own unfortunate imprudence, in exposing himself to the sun in the 
heat of the day. It is my duty to acquaint your Lordship, that Captain 
Hunt's attention to me during my passage was in every respect perfectly 
satis&ctory to me. His character was so amiable, and his manners so 
pleasuig, that his loss has been a subject of real grief to me and to all his 
acquuntance at this place. 

'' La Virginie proceeded to Madras on the S2nd of this month, and from 
thence to join Admiral Rainier's squadron. Mr. Evans the first Lieute- 
nant has been entrusted with the charge of the ship, by Captain Edward 
Cooke, now commanding in this river. I take the liberty of recommending 
Mr. Evans to your Lordship's protection and favor : it would give me 
great pleasure if your Lordship should find it compatible with the public 
service to forward his promotion. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) "Mobnincton.'* 

Having obtained 50 or 60 men from the Hon. Company's 
ships^ to assist in navigating his owny Lieutenant Evans pro- 
ceeded to Madras^ and continued to command la Vuginie un- 
till superseded by Captain George Astle^ who had been sent 
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. from England on promotion. With that officer he went 
to Malacca and China^ for the purpose of affording protection 
to the homeward bound trade, the whole of which was escort- 
ed clear of the bay of Bengal by the Intrepid, Arrogant^ and 
Virginie, without receiving any molestation from a very supe^ 
nor French and Spanish force which appeared in sight just 
as the British merchantmen were leaving the Canton river* 
Whilst on this service la Virgiuie lost her mizen-mast^ ip a 
typhone, off the Pelew islands. 

On his return from. China, Lieutenant Evans was appointed 
first of Rear- Admiral Ridnier's flag-ship, the Suffolk 74 ; and 
in 1799, he was ordered by the same officer to act as cajMain 
of the Orpheus 32, which frigate he took from Madras to 
Bombay, by the southern passage, under circumstances of 
the most trying nature, the weather being very tempestuous 
during the whole voyage, and the ship exceedingly shattered 
and leaky, consequently requiring the pumps to be kept in 
continual motion for a period of seven weeks. 

On approaching Bombay island the Orpheup. was crossed 
by a water-spout, which burst immediately over thet fi>re« 
castle, split the fore-top -ssdl, and shook the ship very .ipucby 
filling the fore part of her with water, whilst all abaft ve- 
mained perfectly dry. On this occasion, the watch below 
rushed upon deck in their shirts, and those officers and men 
already there fell down motionless : amongst the latter num* 
ber was Captain Evans, who had just before directed the tpp^ 
gallant sails to be taken in, and a gun to be fired at the ap« 
proaching bl^ck column, the suction of which, however^ 
prevented thq gunner's mate from obeying the latter order. 

The wind still continuing to blow with much violence,, and 
it being impossible to procure a pilot under such circumstan- 
ces. Captain Evans instantly decided upon running into the 
harbour ; trusting entirely to his own slender knowledge 
thereof, acquired during the short time be served on board 
the Suffolk. In this be succeeded without the least aceidenjt 
occurring ; but. to his great niortification, he soon found that 
it was impossible to allow hb alnK>st worn-out crew any reiti 
as owing to the state of the tides the ship could not be docked 
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until the following springSj unless dismantled and cleared of 
all her stores in less than 48 hours. 

No time was to be lost ; Captain Evans therefore assembled 
his people on the quarter deck^ proposed to them to work 
watch and watch by night, and all hands by day, as the only 
means of bringing their labours to a speedy termination, and had 
the satisfaction of being answered with three hearty cheers : 
lighters were immediately sent for, one of which was swamped, 
with a number of guns in her, when proceeding to the shore ; 
but notwithstanding the unfavorable state of the weather, the 
work was completed without a murmur, and the ship safely 
docked within the time appointed, the crew thereby saving 
themselves from the task of constant pumping for at least 
another fortnight. 

Never did any ship enter the dock in a worse state than 
the Orpheus- — every one wondered how she could have been 
kept afloat so long : the first and second fiitto^ks might have 
been dug out with shovels ; — when the planks of the main- 
deck were taken up, the bolts across the ends of the beams 
were visible ;— every part of her was quite rotten, and conse- 
quently every thing had to be replaced. 

Having seen the Orpheus rebuilt with teak, prepared new 
rigging, and made every arrangement for speedily rendering 
her again effective. Captain Evans once more had the morti- 
fication to be superseded by an officer sent from England ; 
but, although thus deprived of the command of a frigate, he 
was immediately appointed by Vice-Admiral Rainier to the 
Hobart sloop, then employed in the Eastern Seas. His com- 
mission as a commander, however, was not confirmed until 
April 29, 1802. 

On joining the Hobart at Amboyna, Captain Evans found 
that that ship was also in a very rotten state, and making two 
feet water an hour whilst lying at anchor. From thence he 
«idled for Temate, and after beating for some time between 
Batyang and the rocks and shoals to the westward, without 
being able to find any anchorage, he was at length drifted 
in an irresistible manner towards a passage, or rather a water- 
fall, between two small islands near Gillolo, so narrow, that 
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if the Hobart had been carried broadside on, she would have 
nearly touched the opposite shores at the same moment, and 
in the event of her grounding, every one of the crew must 
have perished, as the current was then running at the rate 
of ten knots, and nothing could have prevented her from fall- 
ing over. To avoid this catastrophe, and being then ia 
soundings, Captain Evans let go an anchor, which fortunately 
brought her head to the rapid stream ; and then, by heaving at 
the capstan occasionally, so as to allow the flukes to trail the 
ground, he succeeded in keeping her stern to the narrow 
opening, until she drifted through, and thus escaped the 
threatened danger. This tedious operation occupied more 
than two hours : the anxiety felt by all on board, during that 
awful period of suspense, can only be conceived by those who 
have been in situations of equally imminent peril. 

The passage through which Captain Evans thus skilfully 
conducted liis vessel, was afterwards accurately surveyed by 
him, and his chart lodged in the Hydrographical OflSce, for 
the benefit of his Majesty's service : charts of many other 
surveys which he had made during a continuance of two years 
in the Eastern Seas, were at the same time deposited there* 

From Temate, Captain Evans proceeded to the Celebes, 
and working up Goonongtalla river, against a very strong 
current, moored the Hobart head and stern within 30 yards 
of the eastern bank.jr He then, having obtained leave for that 
purpose from the Sultaun, landed the marines, carpenters, and 
blacksmiths ; pitched tents, mounted two 6-pounders on a 
commanding height, set up the armourer's forge, and com* 
menced felling trees, in order to construct a launch ; all hia 
boats except one, and she of little service, having been lost 
in a recent g^^e. Owing to the total want of iron, bolts were 
driven out of the ship's sides to make nails ; but notwithstand- 
ing every disadvantage, a capacious boat was completed, and 
84 large bullocks collected, ready for embarkation, in the 
*short space of 10 days *• 

• The Hobart was a ship of about 700 tons, originally an English West 
lodiainan ; she had been captured by the Dutch, and sent with acargo t» 
^?a, where she was retaken by the Arrogant and Orpheus. 
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Daring this period^ the Hobart was vbited by the Sultaun, 
whom Captain Evans received with an appropriate salute, and 
entrained as sumptuously as his means would admit. Id 
return for tlus friendly reception, all the British o£Eicers were 
invited up to Goonongtalla, l^hich town they found to be 
liH>st delightfully situated. 

Knowing the treacherous character of these people, and hav- 
ing nearly accomplished the object of his visit to the Celebes, 
Captain Evans would now have felt no regret in taking his 
final leave of the Sultaun ; but as the latter expressed a wish 
to see the boat launched, he considered it prudent not to ob- 
ject thereto, whilst so completely in his power, at the same 
time, resolving to have every thing brought off from the 
shore^ and the Hobart riding by her anchor in the stream, 
before the hour fixed upon for the ceremony to take place. 
We should here observe, that several of the chiefs had cast a 
longing eye towards the boat, and had even been heard to 
say, that she would be of great service to their Sultaun. Cap- 
tain Evans also bore in mind the fate of Lieutenant Oakes, 
commander of a tender, who had put into die same river, and 
was basely attacked in the dead of the night by a party of the 
natives, whom he was then sheltering from the fiuy of the 
weather ♦. 

After saying that the boat should be put afloat about noon 
the next day, and that he should be happy to give the Sul- 
taun, his son, and principal courtiers another feast, after their 
curiosity had been gratified. Captain Evans returned on board* 
and made every arrangement for bafiOdng any sinister design 
which they might have conceived. Hefore 6 o'clock the fol- 
lowing morning, every thing except the boat was removed 
from the shore, and his suspicions were soon afterwards 
strengthened by the appearance of a royal canoe, which had 
evidently been sent to reconnoitre, as she came out from a 

* lieutenant Oakes was mortally wounded ; but his assassin met with 
condign punishment, a quarter-master who had charge of the deck having 
cut off his sword-arm with one stroke of a cutlass, and cleaved his shall 
with another. TTie renudnder of the Malays were overpowered after a 
desperate struggle. 
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place well calculated for concealment, and paddled with great 
Bwiftness up the riven Scarcely was the boat launched and 
hoisted in^ the ship released from the trees to which she had 
been secured, and her bower cable fairly taut, when about 
1000 Malays were discovered marching over the faills^ and 
nearly 200 canoes dropping down the river. 

The surprise of the Sultaun was doubtless very great, par- 
ticularly when, on his nearer approach, he observed a number 
of armed men stationed in each of the Hobart's tops : after a 
short pause, however, he ventured alongside, and was re- 
ceived as before, with every mark of friendship and respect ; 
nor was it until the Hobart had weighed, and got more than 
tivo miles into the offing, that he could be prevailed upon to 
depart, although continually urged to do so by several of those 
about him, who, probably fearing that some treacherous in- 
tention of their own had been discovered, appeared particu- 
larly anxious to regain the river. On leaving the Hobart, 
and being again saluted, the Sultaun gave three good cheers, an 
example which was followed by nearly 100 canoes, then lying 
on their paddles ; and it is but reasonable to suppose, that 
this parting ceremony was returned by the English crew, vrith 
at least equal good will and sincerity. 

From the Celebes, we find Captain Evans returning to 
Amboyna, where he took charge of the Princess Charlotte, 
^m East Indiaman, laden with spices ; which ship he escorted 
dear of Coupang, in the island of Timor. 

After encountering numerous difficulties, and escaping 
many dangers, in the execution of the services assigned to 
•him in the Eastern Seas, the Hobart daUy becoming more 
and more defective, and all his officers being sick, himself 
and the gunner keeping watch and watch, Captain Evans ran 
through the straits of Lumbuck, the adjacent seas, the straits 
of Banca and Drion, to Malacca, and from thence to Prince 
of Wales's island, where the sloop was repaired, as well as 
circumstances would allow. From thence she sailed for Ma- 
dras ; but in crossing the bay of Bengal, her leaks increased 
to six feet per hour ; which induced Captain Evans to return, 
and forward a letter to the commander-in-chief, informing 
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him of his distrefirsesj and that it was his intention to heave 
the Hobart down, in hopes that he should still be able to 
patch her up sufficiently for the voyage. 

Not haying heard of hiin- for a very considerable period, 
Vice-Admiral Rainier had already expressed great anxiety for 
bis safety ; and on the receipt of the above despatch, he im- 
mediately sent Captain Evans directions to sell the Hobart, 
if he found, on examination of her bottom, that she was unfit 
to proceed to sea, under the escort of another vessel ap- 
propriated to that service. 

The laborious task of heaving the ship down, \\rns per- 
formed by her crew alone, according to Captain Evans's ex- 
pressed intentions ; and although it was scarcely prudent to 
commit himself in such a defective vessel, yet, finding that 
government would sustain a very great loss by the sale of her 
hull, stores, &c., at Prince of Wales's island, he resolved to 
sail from thence in company with the Victor sloop, which 
vessel had been sent to escort him across the bay. 

Previous to his final departure from that island. Captain 
Evans discovered that the Americans were carrying on a 
smuggUng trade, by loading at Madras or Bengal, clearing 
out for America, and, instead of proceeding thither, disposing 
of their cargoes, under various fraudulent pretexts, at Pulo 
Penang, a settlement then in its infancy. Ever anxious to 
maintain the interests of his country. Captain Evans imme- 
diately resolved to put a stop to this illegal traffic, and he 
accordingly seized a brig named the Roebuck, commanded by 
Mr. James Bishop, who had arrived there on the 8th Sept. 
1802, broke bulk (without first obtaining permission) on the 
9th, sold part of his cargo for 6820 dollars on the 11th and 
12th, and completed the clandestine landing of the whole on 
the 19th of the same month ; thereby infiinging the treaty of 
amity, conmierce, and navigation, concluded between Great 
Britain and the United States, in 1783. The condemnation 
of the Roebuck, after much litigation, and consequent anxiety 
on the part of Captain Evans, led to the formation of a 
government at Prince of Wales's Island, similar to those of 
Madras and Bombay. 
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Having crossed the bay of Bengal without any accident^ 
Captain Evans joined the commander-in-chief^ and accom- 
panied him to Point de Galle^ from whence he proceeded to 
the Malabar coast^ unattended by any vessel whatever. While 
on her way thither, the Hobart again made six feet water an 
hour, and the leak was gaining fast upon the pumps, when 
the Sheemess 44, Captain J. S. Garden, providentially feU in 
with, and towed her to Bombay. 

After the Hobart had been examined by the dock-yard 
people, her safety was every where spoken of as quite a mi- 
racle ; fDr it was found that, in addition to the frame of the 
vessel being generally much decayed, the white ant had been 
so busily at work that> but for her copper, she must have 
foundered. Many of the main-deck beams were crumbled to 
dust, and literally held together by the paint that covered 
them ! 

On the occasion of the great fire at Bombay, in Feb. 1803, 
Captain Evans particularly distinguished himself; having 
persevered in his endeavours to pull down some buildings 
until they were literally surrounded with the flames, which 
left him no other chance of escape than that of leaping from 
the top of a house already on fire, and afterwards making his 
way through them. The very great exertions of the navy 
during that awful conflagration were thus officially acknow- 
ledged : 

** H. M. S. Trident, Bombay Harbour, Feb. 28, 1803. 
*' Sir, — The Honorable the Governor in Council at this Presidency 
having by letter of the 26th instant, expressed to me the great importance 
of the vigorous exertions of yourself, officers, and crew, in opposing and 
finally terminating the progress of the dreadful and destructive fire that 
lately broke out in this capital, 'tis with much satisfaction I herewith 
transmit, at their request, a copy of their letter to me on this occasion, 
and I desire you will be pleased to cause the same to be read to the olQI- 
cers and men of the ship you command, I remain^ Sir, &c. 

(Signed) ^'Pbtsb Rainier.'* 

^' To Captain Robert EvansJ* 

Enclosure. 

" Public Department, Bombay Castle, 26 Feb. 1802. 

^' Sir, — It is a duty which we owe to your Excellency, to express the 

very high sense we entertain of the particular and most useful aasistanoe 

SUPPL. PART II. S 
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d^ttd fieom the i^teuiux of your ExoelleDcy oh the occasion of the ca^ 
lamHon^ erent 6f the ITthidstaaty and of Uie captiuns", officers, and men 
of his Majesty's squadron under your Excellency's command ; from whose 
active interposition, and uncommon exertions, every practicable oppo- 
sition was made to the extension of the Conflagration ; but for which we 
foij^ht hate had td taffieUi fisir {^Cater devastation, than what has nnhap* 
pfly -occnrrfed. 

** tinder the most gfratefiil Imprcf^sions from the zeal and cordiality of 
the aid thus experienced, we have the honor to offer to your Excellency 
personally^ our most heartfelt aclcnowledgments of the advantage thus 
derived to our capital by your presence in it, at the season of this disas- 
ter ; and to request that your Excellency will be pleased to convey to the 
comttianders, officers, and men, who exehed themselves so meritoriously 
Oil this awAil occasion, our sineerest thanks for the great fatigue they so 
cheerfully underwent, the memory of which must be coeval, in this set- 
tlement, with its duration as a British possession. We have the honor 
to be, &c. 

(Signed) ** Jon. Duncan. 

*• J. W. Cherry. 

" T9 ff. E. yice-Admirul Rainier •.'* " Thobias Lechmerb.'' 

The Hobart was Bhortly afterwards sold out of the service ; 
atid as all th^ ships of war, that were ordered home^ in con^ 
sequence of the peace^ had sailed for Europe, Captain Evans 
proceedled to Madras, where he embarked as a passenger 
oil board the United Kingdom Itidianian^ then on the point 
of departing for England. 

Soon after his arrival tit St. Helena, he heard of the re- 
newal of hostilities ; and as the Hon. Company's ships were 
directed 16 wait there for convoy, he agreed with his fellow 
passerigfers, Major-General BAifd and seven others, to remove 
into a whaler, the master of which undertook to run them 
home for 1000/. sterling ; each paying an equal proportion 1*. 

This ship was captured off Cape Clear, by le Vaillant 
Frendi privateer, of 90 guns and 240 men {, commanded by 

* Among the officer^ who particularly distinguished themselves on the 
above occasion ^vas Captain J. 8. Garden. See Vol. II, Part II, p. 1009. 

t Captain Evans's passage from Madras to England cost him altogether 
600/., the whole of which was a dead loss to him, as the Admiralty refused 
to gtaat him any remuneration. 

J Sec Vol. II, Part I, p. 392. 
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Mons. Etienne^ who generously allowed the passengers to 
remain in her^ as prisoners of war^ on their parole^ his own 
ship not affording suitable accommodation for so many gen- 
tlemen of rank. 

After beating about for 21 dajrs^ the French prize-crew 
came aft one night, confessed that they did not know in what 
quarter the land lay, and requested Captain Evans to take 
charge of the navigation. This being approved of by Major 
General Baird and the other prisoners, he complied \rith their 
wishes, directed them how to steer, and at day-light next 
morning pointed out the coast of Spain, near Cape Finis* 
terre. 

Owing to the light and variable winds, 24 hours more 
elapsed before the ship arrived near Corunnaj and when 
stretching off in order to fetch that port, a frigate was disco- 
vered, which Captain Evans very soon made out to be Bri* 
tish. He then advised the prize-master, as escape was im- 
possible, to hoist the English colours, union downwards ; but 
whilst the Frenchman was deliberating, a shot from the 
stranger passed through the gangway netting, not more than 
a foot from the heads of the British^ (who happened to be 
assembled there) and went out through the breastwork on the 
opposite side. 4 

The frigate proved to be the Sirius, commanded by Captun 
William Prowse, and attached to the squadron employed off 
Ferrol, under the orders of Sir Edward Pellew, who immedi- 
ately granted Major-General Baird and his companions a cut- 
ter for their conveyance to Falmouth, where they were all 
landed in safety, at the commencement of Nov. 1803 *. 

In April, 1804, the twelve judges having decided that the 
commander of a privateer had no right to take the parole of 
his prisoners. Captain Evans was appointed to a command in 

* As another instance of the vicissitades of fortune, we cannot refhun 
from stating that Dr. Coley, now an eminent physician at Cheltenham, ^vai 
surgeon of the whaler in which Captain Evans sailed from St. Helena ; and 
that on their being recaptured by the Sirius he begged him to speak to 
Sir Edward Pellew in his favor. Thb request Captain Evans complied 
with; the young man was instantly received on board the Tonnant, and in 
little more than a year he became a full naval surgeon. 

s 2 
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the Donegal district of Sea Feiicibles, T^hlch he continued td 
bold, being unable to obtain more active employment, for a 
period of four years. 

In April, 1808, through the kind interference of Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, now Duke of Wellington, Captain Evans was ap- 
pointed to the Leveret brig, employed on the Baltic station. 

Whilst in that sloop, he convoyed a fleet of nearly 300 
sail to Carlscrona, and returned from thence with an equal 
number under his protection, passing through the Belt each 
time without losing a single vessel, although constantly 
watched and harassed by numerous Danish gun-boats. 

His next appointment was to the Satellite, of 16 guns ; in 
which brig, after serving for some time off Flushing, he as- 
sisted in escorting about 400 sail of merchantmen from Spit- 
liead to Barbadoes ; and was then ordered to afford protec- 
tion to 120 of the same fleet, bound to St. Vincent's, Gre- 
nada, CuTa9oa, and Jamaica ; on which latter station we find 
him very actively employed, under the orders of Vice-Admi- 
ral B. S. Rowley, who had been directed by liord Mulgrave 
to place him at the head of the Admiralty list for promotion. 

Early in May, 1809, a merchant ship arrived at Port Royal, 
with intelligence of several French privateers having commit-' 
ted great depr^ations on the south side of St. Domingo, and 
afterwards taken shelter within the islands of Beata and de 
Vache. On the preceding day, (Thursday) the Satellite had 
returned from a foiu* months' cruise, during which she had 
sprung her n>ain-mast so badly as to require it to be replaced. 
There being no other man of war then in port, the Vice-Ad- 
miral enquired by telegraph when she could be got ready for 
sea^ and was told in reply, that every thing depended upon 
the dock-yard. On that and the ensuhig day, the decks were 
caulked, the shipwrights' and carpenters' work completed, 
the new main-mast taken in, and three months' provisions 
and stores, received and stowed away : on Sunday morning 
«he went out of harbour, with her men on the yards bending 
sails; and on Wednesday following the enemy, seven in 
nunrber, were discovered in their nest, between Beata and the 
main. 
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On seeing the Satellite working up towards tiiem^ two of 
the largest privateers came out to engage her, but fled after 
receiving a few broadsides^ effecting their escape through the 
passage between Altavella and Beata. Two others were cap- 
tured by Captain Evans ; but the remainder were enabled to 
get off; owing to his brig's inferior sailing. He had the satis* 
faction^ however, of knowing that this formidable force was 
dispersed through his exertions, and that the trade of St. 
Domingo was never again molested whilst he continued on 
the coast. 

During the very short period that elapsed between the Si" 
tellite's departure from Port Royal and her arrival off Alta- 
vella, Captain Evans had to regret the loss of his first Lieu* 
tenant. Master, Purser, and several men, all of whom fell 
sick, and died, in consequence of the excessive fatigue and 
great exposure to which the emergency of the service had 
subjected them: the rest of his officers and crew were alao 
very sickly. 

Towards the latter end of the same year. Captain Evans had 
the mortification to find that, notwithstanding Lord Mul- 
grave's directions, the commander-in-chief had put one of 
his own followers into an Admiralty vacancy ; and unfortu* 
nately for him, a letter of complaint which he felt it his duty 
to write on the occasion, did not reach home until after that 
nobleman had retired from the Board. In 1810, he was or- 
dered to convoy the trade from the bay of Honduras to Eng- 
land, which vexatious arrangement deprived him of the hope 
be had still cherished, of being promoted abroad, and thereby 
kept in active employment. 

On entering Bellize bay, in charge of a pilot, the Satellite 
took the ground, but was not supposed to have received any 
damage until her arrival in the gulf of Florida, when it was 
discovered that she did not answer her helm as formerly, 
which induced him to put into the Havannah ; and on lighten- 
ing the brig, he found that two gudgeons and two pintles 
were knocked off. This took place on a Sunday ; the rudder 
had to be landed at the dock-yard, and after it was re- 
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hung^ nearly the whole of the stores, water, and provisions 
were to be hoisted in, notwithstanding which the Satellite 
was again at sea on Monday afternoon. 

The remainder of the voyage to England was very tem* 
pestuous ; and the Satellite suffered so much during the first 
gale as to render it necessary for part of her guns to be put be- 
low, a measure that was scarcely adopted when a second storm 
commenced, which it is impossible she could have weathered, 
had not so much dead weight been removed from aloft. 

Captain Evans arrived at Spithead in Nov. 1810, andfoimd 
that he had been promoted to post-rank on the 21 6t of the 
preceding month. He was there superseded in the command 
of the Satellite, by the Hon. Willoughby Bertie, who perished, 
with all his officers and crew, on the very night that he first 
went to sea in her! 

Since that period Captain Evans has applied for employ- 
ment regularly every year, and has often been strongly re- 
commended by persons of high consideration, but hitherto 
without effect. The following is a copy of a letter, which he 
received from Lord Amelius Beauclerk, in Jan. 1812 :— 

** My dear Sir«— I should have been very happy to have shaken you by 
the hand when you was in town^ after so long an absence. I hope, should 
you come to this part« you will do me the favor of a call. I must retum 
you my sincere thanks for your offer of service, and feel myself much flat- 
tered by the same;^a previous engagement obliges me to decline it,' otherwise 
I should have been happy to comply with your wishes. I remain, my dear 
Sir, yours very nncerely, 

(Signed) "A. Bbauclerk.'' 

Among the ipany distinguished characters who have ex- 
erted themselves in favor of Captam Evans, no one has more 
strongly supported his claims for employment, than the no- 
bleman whose signature is attached to the letter, we are now 
about to transcribe :— 

«' London, Maff 18, \&20, 
** Sir,— May I request to be permitted the liberty of recommending to 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for his approbation. Caption Evans 
of the ro3^ navy, to command the yacht I should not presume to lay 
Captain Evans's name before his Excellency, were I not informed Captun 
Sauriii's appointment had not taken place. Captfun Robert Evans's name 
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is well known al the Adndndty, as a good officer— «nd Im ka perCset §aw 
tleman. — ^I therefore cannot resist his solidtadon in vgpljiDg in hu hMOt^ 
which must plead my i^ology for tronbUng you vnth thb letter. 1 Jukfe 
the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) ** CownQUAu.^ 

** Right Hon, Charleg Grant, ^* 4^. 4^.'* 

In Feb. 1823, the same nobleman applied in Captain Evana^ 
favor to Viscount Melville, who retumad Ae fcdlowiug 

answer: — 

<« JdmhraU^, 2M Feb. Ij^S. 
** My dear Lord,— I have recdved your LordsInp'S letter of the 18th in- 
stant, and shall not fiul to note your application in&Torof Captam Robert 
Evans, to be brought under consideradon whenever a proper opportw^tv 
may offisr. I return Captain Evaas*s letter, and I have the honor to he^ 
my dear Lend, your Lordship's very&^ifui, &c. 

(^nied) ^'M«fViiiM|.^ 

** Toike Marqms Conygham** 

Having now concluded our account of Captain ^vana's 
professional services, we must return back to Dec. 27^ 1807^ 
on which day he addressed a letter to liord Mulgr^ve^ 
pointing out die impossibility of a continued interoourse be- 
tween die Malay traders and Prince of Wales's island, ahpuld 
ever Malacca be alienated from the British Crown; and 
therefore recommending the formation of a settlement lat, DUr 
ha, in the island of Timor, to which port jthey wwld at liUL 
times be able to resort for commercial puqioses, without nm- 
ning any risk of bdng Intercepted and endiaved by the Dotctu 
In the sawie letter he also recommends tiie estadilishn^ei^t o| 
a British settlement between Malacca and the Cliina 8el^t^ 
and m^itions Sincapore as very eligijbly situated ^w^ nds^ 
tion to the whole £astem ardiipelago, to Qbina, andto lodSa^ 
for an extended commerce, if held as a free post under Bii* 
tish protection. For this, and a second communication res- 
pecting Dilha, he received his Lordship's .thanks, in two let- 
ters, dated Jan. 9, and Mar^ 18, 1808; |md had be addressed 
himself to the Board of Ckmtroul^ instead of to the Admiral^> 
we have no doubt that Sincapore would have ^leen taken 
possession of long before the year 1819; and thattiie wild 
project of colonizing Melville island, in the guU of Carpenta- 
ria, aa a place well situated ^^ for the encouraging of trad* 
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and communications with the Malays^'* would never have 
been entertained *"• 

The population of Sincapore, previous to its occupation 
by Sir 'nu)mas Stamford Raffles^ Feb. 29, 1819, did not 
amount to more than 200 souls ; but in less than two years 
from that date it exceeded 10,000. During this short period^ 
not less: than 2889 vessels are stated to have entered the 
port^ of which 383 were owned and commanded by Euro- 
peans, and 2506 by natives. Their united tonnage ex- 
ceeded 200^000. The value of its commerce in the first two 
years was estimated at five millions of dollars. In the year 
1822^ it had augmented to 8,568,171 dollars ; and in 1823, to 
13^268,397 dollars. The natives of all the neighbouring 
states resorted to it in abundance vnth goods or bullion^ and 
many of them have erected large warehouses on the island^ 
together with suitable habitations for themselves. 

The advantages to be obtained by establishing a settlement 
at Dilha, are set forth in a letter from Captain Evans to one 
of his Majesty's late ministers^ dated June 24, 1824, of which 
the following is an extract : 

" In the year 1807> I recommended to the English government, to form 
a settlement to the east of Malacca, in order to have a place for the^ 
Malays to trade, when Malacca and the Dntch Islands were given up ; for 
I observed the situation was such, that it would be impossible for the 
prows to pass through the Straits to Prince of Wales's Island. I was 
aware at the time of the terms on which we held Malacca and all the 
Dntch Islands, and therefore, thought it lughly necessary to form a. port to 
the eastward, and also another port east of the Straits of Seylere. I 
mentioned Dilha on the island of Timor. In consequence of the hatred 
and revengeful disposition of the Dutch, the poor Malays, when Malacca 
and the blands were given up, would not be able to trade : now things are 
changed relative to Malacca. Sincapore is allowed to be a good place for 
China ships to stop at, going and returning -, and in time of war, a small 
fort in the stndts of Drion, would secure the straits of Malacca 
from enemy's cruisers. Sincapore, however, will only be of service to a 
few Malay prows from the west coast of Borneo and the struts of Drion ; 
and these may be prevented by the Dutch cruizers. Not a Malay will be 
able to pass from the struts of Macassar to Sincapore ; — this is well known 
to the Dutch government. . ^ 

I ri ^^ — — ^^ 

I 

* See memoir of Captain James J. G. Bremer^ C. B. 
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On examiniug the charts, it will be seen that it is in the power of the 
Dntch to prevent Malays from going to Sincapore. The Malay trade 
shonld be protected : by encouraging these poor people, you would bring 
all the eastern trade to your port. 

What I proposed in the year 1807, and what I would now recommend, 
is, to get possession of the east end of Timor from th^ Portuguese, and 
to establish a settlement at the port of Dilha : this would secure the whole 
of the Malay trade in the Malacca seas. You might have had, and may 
yet, if not too late, the west end of Timor (belong^ to the Dutch,} for 
Bencoolen. Your having Sincapore, Malacca would have been deserted. 
Timor is of no value to the Portuguese, and may be of seme consequence 
to us. Sincapore rendered Malacca of no value to any one. Bencoolen 
should have been given (if it was to be parted with,) for the west end of 
Timor. The port of Dilha on the N. E. side of Timor, a most excellent 
harbour, easy of access, may be fortified at a triflmg expense, and defended 
from any surprise by a small force. The Malays in those seas have not a 
place to trade with, and dread leaving their creeks and rivers, through fear 
of the Dutch. I found them much inclined to trade, and considered they 
would in a short time be rendered fully independent of the Dutch, provided 
we had the port of Dilha, in the island of Timor. All the Malays who 
are taken by the Dutch, are reduced to slavery. The port of Dilha would 
embrace the Straits of Macassar, Seylere, Gilolo, east end of the island 
of Borneo, Celebes, Amboyna, Ceram, Banda, and all to the eastward of 
Java, would be opened to your trade in a short, time. Two-thirds of the 
spices would centre at the port of Dilha, and it would not be in the power 
of the Dutch to prevent them. In the N« W. and S. E. monsoons, th^ 
Malay prows could reach Dilha, and return in the space of two or three 
weeks, exchange spices for opium and Bengal goQds, or English manufae- 
tures. You would have sufficient in a short' time to supply England, even 
South America. India ships trading to New Holland would call there; also 
Americans and Spaniards, if allowed, may go there : — the island abounds 
with ship timber. »••••♦. The winds will not allow the 
Malays to go to Melville Island ; and as the distance is very great, the 
Dutch may have a favourable opportunity of taking them." 

To this statement the following answer was returned, July 
30, 1824 :— 

"Dear Sir, — I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th 
June, stating the advantages which would result from a British settlement 
at the port of Dilha, on the Island of Timor, and to return you my thanks 
for the suggestions which it contains. I do not, however, think, that as 
our negociation with the government of the Netherlands is now brought to 
a dose, it would be desirable to re-open it, and it seems to me that most 
of the benefits which would be likely to result from it, will arise from the 
settlement now forming at Port Essington, on the north point of New 
South Wales. I remain, dear Sir, most faithfully yours, 

(Signed) " C. W. Williams Wtnn." 
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The failure of the attempt to colonize Melville Island was 
predicted by Captain Evans^ in a letter addressed to the same 
Right Hon. Gentleman, of which the following is an extract: 

'* I am sorry to find that a f ettlement is about to be formed on^ Melville 
Island^ in Carpentaria Bay : — ^you may depend it m\\ not succeed^ and the 
expense will be great. It will not answer any one purpose ; — ^the M^Uays 
will not be able to go there to trade, it is too fiir for them — during the S. E. 
winds it will be impossible for them to go, and the N. W. winds will pre- 
vent them from returning. Sir Thomas Raffles could not have known much 
about the place, when he recommended it for sudi a purpose." 

In another letter, dated Aug. 24, 1824, Captain Evans says : 

'' The monsoons are different to what you fiqd in (he Cfetiaa seas and bay 
of Bengal. You have strong 8. E. winds v^en the S. W, winds previulia 
the bay, and N. W. winds when the N. £. monsoons blow h the China seas 
and bay. It would take the Malays a whole monsoon to make a voyage (o 
Port Essington, even should they escape the Dutch ; and slavery wouki ibe 
their portion if taken. 

'* The port of Dilha may be reached in one mght, (at least tiie east end 
of Timor) from any one of the Spice Islands $ every week or tea days iu 
each monsoon a voyage may be made, and that mthout any danger from 
the Dutch. The Malays have active minds, are fond of trade, and v/^nfiu 
treated kindly are much attached to you.'^ 

C^tain Evans married Isabella^ daughter of Geoi^e Nesbitt^ 
of Woodhill, CO. Donegal^ Esq. and sister to Major Nesbitt, 
who commanded the militia of that county, his Colonel being 
absent^ at the time when the French effected a landing in 
Bantry Bay. By that amiable and accomplished lady^ he 
has one son living. 

Agents. — ^Messrs. Evans and Eyton. 



FOLLIOTT 



Was made a lieutenant in Nov. 1793 ; and promoted to 
the rank of Commander, April 29, 1802. We subsequently 
find him holding an appointment in the Irish Sea Fencible 
service, and afterwards commanding the Clio brig, on the 
Baltic station, where he captured a Danish privateer of 6 
guns, Sept. 21, 1808. His post conunission bears date Oct. 
21, 1810. 

ud(jrcnf5.— Messrs. StilwelL 
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JOHN LAMBORN, Esq. 

Obtained a Lieutenant's commission^in April, 1794; served 
as first of the Caesar 80, bearing the flag ofF Sir James 
Saumafez, at the battle off Algeziras, July 6, 1801 * ; and was 
promoted to the command of the Peterel sloop, April 29, 1802. 

In Mar. 1804, Captain Lamborn sailed for Barbadoes and 
Jamaica, in company with the West India trade ; and on the 
23d. Jan. 1805, we find him destroying a French privateer of 
1 gun and 27 men. In May following, he captured a Spanish 
privateer, mounting I long 18-pounder and 4 sixes, with a 
complement of 106 men, off St. Jago de Cuba. The Peterel 
was subsequently attacked, when proceeding from Jamaica to 
Charlestown, by a schooner full of men, who attempted to 
board her, but were repulsed with great loss. In the skirmish 
that took place on this occasion, the British had 2 killed and 
4 wounded. 

Captain Lambom's next appointment was to the Trinculo 
brig, in which vessel he continued until advanced to post rank, 
Oct. 21, 1810. 

Agmt.^^5. Woodhead, Esq. 



JOHN BAKER, Esq. 

An elder brother of Rear- Admiral Thomas Baker, C. B. 

This o£Bcer was made a lieutenant in July, 1794; and pro- 
moted to the rank of Commander, April 29, 1802 : his post 
commission bears date Oct. 21, 1810; at which period he 
commanded the Kangaroo sloop, on the Boulogne station, 
where she had previously captured TEgayant French lugger 
privateev, of 14 guns and 31 men. 

Agents — J. Hinxman, Esq. 



ALEXANDER INNES, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant in July, 1794 ; Commander, AprU 
29, 1802 5 Md Post-Captain, Oct. 21, 1810. 

• See Vol. II. Part I. p. 264 etseq. 
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CHARLES MONTAGUE FABIAN, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant in Mar. 1795 ; Commander, April 
29, 1802 1 and Post-Captain, Oct. 21, 1810. His ^point- 
ments during the late war were. May, 1803, to the Sea Fen- 
cible service between Sandgate and Sandown ; in 1808, to 
la Mutine brig ; and, Aug. 23, 1812, to the Diomede troop- 
ship. He died at Toumay, Oct. 28, 1826. 



SAMUEL MARTIN COLQUITT, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant in Feb. 1796 ; and Commander, 
April 29, 1802. From June, 1803, until the summer of 1809, 
he conunanded the Princess floating battery, successively sta- 
tioned at Lymington and Liverpool. His next appointment 
was to the Persian brig, in which vessel he continued until 
posted, Oct. 21, 1810. Mrs. Colquitt died Nov. 3, 1823. 



GUSTAVUS STUPART, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant in Sept. 1796 : the exploit which 
led to his further advancement is thus oflScially described :— 

" Success, Port Mahon, June 13, 1 799. 
"My Lord, — ^The 9th instant, standing towards Cape de Creux, in pur- 
suance of instructions I had received from Lord Keith, 1 discovered a 
polacre in the N. W., to which I gave chase ; but in consequence of her 
being near the land, I could not prevent her getting into the harbour of la 
Selva, a small port two leagues to the northward of the Cape : however, as 
she had shown Spanish colours, and there being no appearance of batteries 
to protect her, and the weather very favourable, I was induced to send the 
boats to try to bring her out, with instructions to Lieutenant Facey, who 
commanded, to return, should he find any opposition of consequence. At 
4 P. M., Lieutenant Facey in the barge. Lieutenant Stupart in the launch^ 
and Lieutenant Davison, of the marines, in the cutter, all volunteers on 
this occasion, put ofif from the ship ; and at 8, after a good deal of firings 
I had the satisfaction of seeing the polacre coming out, round a point 
which had kept them from our sight for more than an hour. During the 
time the boats were engaged, several of the enemy's gun-boats endeavoured 
to get in, but were prevented by our shot. The captured vessel proved to 
be la Belle Aurore, from Genoa, bound to Barcelona, ladeu with cotton, 
silk, rice, &c.— -mounting 10 carriage guns, 9 and 6-pouuders, and having 
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on board, wheu attacked, lid men : she was surrounded by a netting, and 
supported by a small batWy, and a large body of musketry on shore. I 
am sorry to inform your Lordship, that our loss has been great, three of 
those gallant fellows having been killed on the spot; and Lieutenant 
Stupart, an officer inferior to none in his Majesty's service, for zeal, courage, 
and ability, with nine others, badly wounded, one of whom died this 
morning. The conduct of Lieutenant Facey does him, in my opinion, great 
honour ; he appears to have been the first on board, and to have shown 
throughout the whole, great firmness and good eicample. The attack was 
made in the face of day by 42 men, in three boats, against a ship defended 
by 113 men, secured with a boarding netting, and supported by a battery, 
and a large body of men at small arms on the shore. I trust, my Lord, 
this fair statement of facts will he a sufficient recommendation of Lieutenants 
Facey and Stupart, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) "S. Peard." 

" To Admiral Earl St, Fincent," 

This " very gallant exploit/' says Earl St. Vincent, *^ ap- 
pears to me equal to any enterprise recorded in the naval his- 
tory of Great Britain ; and will, I am fully persuaded, merit 
the approbation of the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty." The manner in which the success was subsequently 
employed will be seen by reference to Vol. II, Part I, p. 26. 

In July, 1800. Lieutenant Stupart obtained a small pension 
on account of his wounds, which has been increased since 
the peace to 250/. per annum. After the capture of the Suc- 
cess, he joined la Constance 24, and again distinguished 
himself in a boat affair, of which mention has been made in 
our memoir of Captain Zachary Mudge *. His commis- 
sion as a Commander was signed by Earl St, Vincent, April 
29,1802. 

At the renewal of hostilities, in 1803, Captain Stupart was 
appointed to the Sea Fencible service, Dartmouth district j 
where he remained until the summer of 1806 ; from which 
period we find him commanding the Emulous brig, on the 
Channel and Halifax stations, till his promotion to post rank, 
Oct. 21, 1810. 

Captain Stupart's first wife died in June, 1802. His se- 
cond marriage, to Miss Hyndham, took place Oct. 19, 1812. 

-^^e?i^5,— Messrs. Stilwell. 



• See Vol. II, Part I, p. SOS. 
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JOHN WILLOUGHBY MARSHALL, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant in Sept,, 1796; advanced to the 
rank of Commander, April 29, 1802 ; and appointed to the 
Lynx sloop in the month of June following. From this pe- 
riod he was actively employed on the North Sea and Baltic 
stations, upwards of eight years. 

On the 12th Aug. 1809, a small detachment of seamen 
and marines from the Lynx, under the orders of Lieutenant 
Edward Kelly, attended by the Monkey gun-brig. Lieutenant 
Thomas Fitzgerald, gallantly attacked, carried, and brought 
out three Danish privateers, from within the reef oflF Dais 
Head, near Rostock : the enemy's joint force amounted to 
11 carriage guns, 4 howitzers, and 84 men. 

Captain Marshall obtained post rank, Oct. 21, 1810; and 
died at Caen, in Normandy, by the bursting of a blood vessel, 
Jan, 22, 1824. 



ANTHONY ABDY, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant in Feb. 1800 ; advanced to the 
rank of Commander, April 29, 1802 ; appointed to the 
Zephyr fire-ship, in 1804 ; to the Dotterell brig, about Nov. 
1808 ; and to act in the Tonnant 80, off Ferrol, about June, 
1809: his post commission bears date Oct, 21, 1810. 

Captain Abdy married, in 1808, a daughter of the late Ad- 
miral Sir Thomas Rich, Bart. 

Agents, — ^Messrs. Stilwell. 



HENRY EVELYN PITFIELD STURT, Esq. 

Was made a Lieutenant in Feb. 1800 ; promoted to the 
rank of Commander, April 29, 1802; and afterwards suc- 
cessively appointed to the Rambler, Skylark, and Termagant, 
sloops: On the 7th Nov. 1807, he captured le Renarde French 
privateer, of 14 guns and 39 men. This vessel not surren- 
dering when repeatedly called to, and likewise making an 
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attempt to lay the Skylark on boards obliged Captain Start 
to fire at her, by which the French commander was wounded^ 
and his lugger's msdn-mast shot away. 

The y^rmagant formed part of the squadron under Rear 
Admiral (now Sir George) Martin, when that officer was em-* 
ployed in protecting Sicily from an invasion, threatened by 
Murat, in 1810; and Captain Sturt was rewarded with a 
post commission for his active services, as senior officer of 
the mortar-boats then stationed in the Faro of Messina. He 
takes rank from Oct. 21, 1810. Since the peace he has 
commanded the Phaeton of 46 guns, in which frigate he con- 
veyed the Right Hon, C. R. Vaughan, British Ambassador, to 
North America, in 1825 ; and afterwards brought home 
three millions of dollars, from the West Indies. 

Captain Sturt married a Portuguese lady, whom he had 
assisted in her flight from a convent in one of the Western 
Islands. 

Agent. — — — M'Inerheny, Esq. 



RICHARD GAIRE JANVRIN, Esq. 

We first find this officer serving as a midshipman under 
Sir W. Sidney Smith, at the defence of St. Jean d'Acre, in 
1799. Whilst thus employed he was wounded by a musket- 
ball passing thrdugh the muscle under his left arm, but which 
does not appear to have inci^Mtcitated him iot more than a 
few weeks. On his recovery he was entrusted by his heroic 
chief with the command of the flotilla on the coast of Da- 
mietta. He next joined the flag-ship of Lord Keith, who, we 
believe, gave him a commission, in the year 1800. 

From this period we lose sight of Captain Janvrin until he re- 
ceived an appointment to a command in the flotilla attached to 
the Walcheren expedition. The evacuation of that island being 
at length determined upon, he was then charged by Sir Richard 
J. Strachan with the duties of the port of Flushing, andCommo* 
dore (now Sir Edward) Owen, who conducted the retreat from 
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that place^ officially acknowledged that he found in him ^^amost 
T^ealous second and supporter.^* The bravery and spirit ma- 
nifested by the officers and crews of the gun-boats, and their 
cheerful submission to. the necessary privations of th%t pecu- 
liar service, have been noticed at p. 71 ^t seq. of Suppl. Part 
1. — ^^^ All^' says Sir Richard J. Strachah, " supported the 
character of British seamen /" 

Captain Janvrin's post ^commission bears date, Oct. 21, 
1810. He married the widow of Lieutenant Lord, R. N. 

\dgents. — Messrs. Maude. 



GEORGE WILLIAM BLAMEY, Esq. 

The family of Blamey, originally Blaynej/y is of Welsh 
extraction, and claims to be descended from Cadwallader, 
' King of the ancient Britons. Captain Blamey's direct ances* 
tor, Edward, a younger son of Thomas ap Jevan Lloyd, after 
serving Queen Elizabeth in the Low Countries, accomp^iied 
the Earl of Essex to Ireland, and settled in that kingdom, of 
which he was created a peer by James I, July 29, 1621. 
Two brothers belonging to this family fled from the " Emerald 
Isle," to avoid political persecution: — one went to Nor- 
mandy, the otheirtook up his residence atTregony, co. Corn- 
wall, and changed his name to Blamey, 

The subject of this memoir was bom at Devonport, in 
J 768; and he appears to have joined the Nonsuch 64, Cap- 
tain Walter Griffith, before he was eight years old ! Although 
much too young to take a part in any of the operations, he 
was present at the performance of many, if not all, the services 
in the Chesapeake and Delaware rivers, at the commencement 
of the American revolutionary war. In 1778, we find him 
again at school ; and in 1780, embarking on board the In- 
flexible 64, then attached to the Channel fleet under Admiral 
Greary, but subsequently sent to the relief of Gibraltar, under 
Vice-Admiral Darby. While engaged in that service, she 
was warmly engaged vrith the Spanish gun-boats, and Mr, 
Blamey witnessed the demolition of the greater part of the 
besieged town *. 

• See Vol. I. Part I. p. 4, and note at p. 33. 
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In 17Sly this yomig officer was placed under the patronage 
of Sir Geo. B. Rodney^ by whose side he served on the memor- 
able 9th and 12th April, 1782 *<. After the recall of that cele- 
brated chief, he continued in the Formidable with Admiral Hugh 
Plgot, under whom he completed his time as a midshipman. 

At the peace of 1783, Mr. Blarney joined the Culloden 74, 
fitting at Woolwich for the purpose of being stationed as a 
guard-ship in Hamoaze; but feeling dissatisfied with a life 
so inactive, and having a strong desire to make himself ac- 
quainted with the whole coast of North America, from Hud- 
son's Bay to the Gulf of Mexico, he subsequently proceeded, 
in pursuance of that design^ accompanied by two young 
friends possessing a similar spirit of enterprise, in whose com- 
pany he encountered difficulties almost insurmountable, and 
experienced the greatest privations, being often frozen up in 
his little bark without a single comfort to sustain life, some, 
times obliged to consume part of the vessel for want of fuel, 
and frequently compelled, after traversing the ice and reaching 
terra firma, to undergo all the varieties of misery and want. 

At the commencement of the French revolutionary war, 
Mr. Blarney joined Commodore Ford, at Jamaica, and was 
actively employed during the operations against the enemy in 
St. Domingof. His promotion to the rank of Lieutenant 
took place about 1 794, on which occasion he was appointed 
to the Success 32, Captain Hugh Pigot, with whom he had 
been intimate in his early days. 

From that fiigate Lieutenant Blamey removed to the In- 
trepid 64, commanded by the Hon. Charles Carpenter ; and 
in her he assisted at the capture of la Per9ante French na- 
tional ship, mounting 26 guns/ with a complement of 200 men, 
near old Cape Frangois, Feb. 1796. 

Lieutenant Blarney's next appointment was to be first of 
the Jamaica, late la Per9ante, from which ship he removed to 
the Leviathan 74, bearing the broad pendant of Commodore 
Duckworth, with whom he returned to England in 1797, after 

• See Vol, II. Part I, note f at p. 52 ; Vol. I. Part I. note at pp. 36 — 
39 'y and id. Part II. last part of note * at p. 437. 

t See Vol. I, Part II, p. 505, and note t at p. 805 et seg. 
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aa aBsehce b^ hih^ year^. \V^ stiib^e^ueM^Hr find bik is^rMng 
as Sfe-st o^ tfee Assistance 60, CdptaJh Robferl Hall, &ii tfre 
flaKfax station, ffom whence Chat Mp htoMght hoine H. ft. ]ft. 
tte buVe oif Kent, Au^. &i, lijOO. During the passage l6 
JEhgKn^, lieutenant Blarney tad the gdod Fbrtun^ to 0*taih 
the favourable opinion of thiat illu&ttious personage, Whose 
warm friendship he enjoyed ithta his lah^ehted demise. 

tearly m 1801, Lieutetilant Blairiey agalA Joined the Levia^ 
than, then bearing the flag of feear- Admiral Duckworth, '^hd 
had "recently succeeded tord Hiigh Seymour in the chief cttiln- 
Vnahd oh tlie Leeward Islands station ; and iii whose despat(^'i'd 
teinouncing the surrender of tUeDafitsh and Swedish ccS^i^^ 
we find the following passage : — 

'' I iii^ehjl giving an acting order to Oaptaiti John MiiJ^r Gamier, of tile 
YfaWke,'{Crid tty first Iiietitenant, George WiDiaiii Blamiey, an officer Who^ 
ff^itiond in tfie pfres^nt <3X)/edh^ti entitle him to tny warmest snpfioh.'^ 
, Lieutenant Blalmey wai stccordingly appointed to succeed 
Carptain Gamier, aitd he continued in the Hawke sloop ttotil 
the cessation of bo^tilitito. While commanding that vessdL 
be sailed rotod the island of Trinidad, and keeping within a 
mile or two of the shore, witih the lead constantly going, visited 
every settlement, made a rough sketch of the coast, and fur- 
nished the Hydrograpbical Office with soundings which may 
al^Hys be depended upon. The whole of this service was 
•performed in the course of a week. 

Captain Blamey's next appointment Was^ in 1804, to an 
armed ve^^l, employed {)ibtecting the trade in the British 
■and St. George's Ghahhels> on which ii'ksome and unprofitable 
service he remained nearly three years. ♦We afterwards find 
him cottimanding the Mediator frigate, armed enflAtiSy and 
fitted for the conveyance df supplies to the different block- 
ading squadrons. 

In that ship Ciiptain Blamey continui^d tmtil the early part 
of 1809, when, having recently assisted at the embarkation 
of the British ariiiy at Comnna^ and received on board a great 
number of sick and wounded soldiers, he was attacked with 
violent fever and ague, which induced the Admiralty to ap- 
point the late Captain James Wioldridge to act for him until 
his recovery. 
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Hearing, irhite at sick-quarters, that the Mediator was don- 
verted hito a fire-ship, for the purpose of being employed 
against the French squadron in Aix roads. Captain Blarney 
hastened to rejoin her, but had the mortification ndt to reath 
the British fleet until the day aftet her destruction. This cir- 
cumstance naturally gave him great distress, the officer acting 
during his absence having been thus afforded an opportunity 
of gaining great fiime, immediate prbmoSon, and extraordi- 
nary marks of distinetion *. 

As some compensation for his disappointment. Captain 
Blamey wte shortly aftert^'Ms appoiilted to iiie Harpy bng, 
then under repair at Portsmouth, and intended to form part 
of the expedition preparing; against Antwerp. 

On the arrival of that formidable armament off Walcheren, 
Captain Blarney was selected by Sir Richard J. Strachan to 
land as second in command of the naval brigade under Cap- 
tain Charles Richardson, to whose memoir (in Vol. II. Part 
II) we must refer our readers for an account of the services 
performed by the seamen on shore between July 30, and Aug. 
15, 1809. It will be sufficient in this place to state that the 
** zeal and bravery" displayed by Captain Blamey were highly 
spoken of, both in the naval and military despatches an- 
nouncing the surrender of Flushing. 

After the evacuation of Walcheren, the Harpy was sent to 
Halifax, from whence she conveyed 150 troops to Lisbon. 
Captain Blamey's post commission bears date Oct 21, 1810. 
He subsequently commanded the Loire frigate, for a short 
period, off the Black Rocks, and the Comet of 20 guns, on 
the Newfoundland and other stations : the latter ship jvas 
pmdoffinDec. 1814. 

This persevering, but by no means fortunate officer, mar- 
ried Eunice, eldest daughter of David Pearl, of Hampton, 
state of Connecticut, Esq., and a grand-daughter of Major 

* Captiun Wooldridge had the honor of breaking the enemy's boom, 
and was presented with a . gold chain and medal in addition to the other 
rewards to which his conspicuous bravery so justly entitled him — post 
rank, and continued employment. The Patriotic Society idso voted him a 
sword value 100/. He died suddenly, in the prime of life^ at Penzance, 
Aug. 31, 1814. 

t2 
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AUcD^ who distinguished himself in Canada under the im* 
mortal Wolfe. Captain Blamey's two brothers died in the 
naval service : his sister married Captain, afterwards Major 
Hutcheson, of the 71st regiment. 
Agents. — Messrs. Barnett and King. 



JOHN COODE, Esq. 

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath ; Kntght 
Commander of the Royal Neapolitan Order of St Ferdinand, and of 
Merit ; and a Knight of the Order of Wilhelm, of the Netherlands, 

This officer was made a Lieutenant, Sept* 5, 1799; and 
advanced to the rank of Commander, in 1802. His post 
commission bears date, Oct. 21, 1810. 

At the commencement of 1814, Captain Coode commanded 
the Porcupine, a 22-gun ship bearing the flag of Rear-Admi- 
ral, (now Sir Charles V.) Penrose, who was then employed in 
co-operation with the victorious armies of Great Britain^ 
Spain, and Portugal ; and whose eminent services in the 
neighbourhood of Bayonne and Bourdeaux, we shall take 
this opportunity of relating : — the means by which we are 
enabled to do so have been obtained from various authentic 
sources, since the publication of our first volume. 

It may not be amiss to state that, on the 10th Feb. 1814, 
the present Dauphin of France, under the auspices of Lord 
Wellington, then at St. Jean de Luz, issued a proclamation 
in the name of Louis XVllL, addressed to him (the Due 
d'AngouWme), and empowering him, with the usual formali- 
ties^ to represent his uncle till the arrival of the latter in 
France, and authorizing him to employ himself in the re-es- 
tablishment of good order in the different provinces into 
which he might be able to penetrate, as well as in the adja- 
cent provinces. To this proclamation was added a brief biit 
animated address from the Dauphin himself, to the French 
nation *. 

A few days after the promulgation of the above, the Mar- 

• See Elliofs Life of fFellington, 2(1 edit. p. 542. 
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quis of Wellington removed his head quarters from St. Jean 
de Luz, and the combined armies began to advance through 
a country full of strong ppsts^ destitute of good roads^ inter- 
sected by rapid streams, and in the face of a brave, vigilant, 
and active enemy. A great deal of fighting ensued, but al- 
ways to the advantage of the allies, wlio at length drove the 
French across the Gave d'Ol^ron, and established themselves 
on the banks of that rivulet. In consequence of these move- 
ments. Marshal Soult's line of defence before Bayonne was 
broken in no less than three points ; his entrenched camp, 
near St. Jean Pied de Pont, was abandoned ; and he was 
obliged to establish himself on the heights above Orthes. 

It formed a prominent part in Lord Wellington's stu- 
pendous plan of operations, to take possession of both banks 
of the Adour, as well below as above Bayonne, and to place 
that city in a state of blockade, at the very moment when 
the army which covered it should be driven from its position. 
To render his lordship's scheme eflTectual, it • was necessary 
to push a detachment of troops, artillery, &c. across the river^ 
in readiness to protect the formation of a bridge, to be com- 
posed of small coasting vessels, decked boats^ cables, and 
planks, which Rear-Admiral Penrose had been for some 
time indefatigably employed in collecting and preparing, at 
Porto de Socca, and in the bay of St. Jean de Luz. 

Accordingly on the 23d Feb., 600 infantry and a small de- 
tachment of the rocket brigade, under the command of Major- 
General Stopford, were conveyed across in pontoons, and 
landed about two miles below Boucaut, a village situated 
rather more than midway from the citadel of Bayonne to the 
confluence of the Adour with the ocean. The strength of the 
tides, however, rendered it impossible to do more without 
the aid of the navy; and unfortunately Rea^- Admiral Pen- 
rose, who had sailed with his flotilla the evening before^ was 
then becalmed to the westward of Fontarabia. 

At day-break on the 24th, the Porcupine with her charge 
arrived off the bar of the Adour, where Rear- Admiral Penrose 
was joined by Lieutenant John Debenham, an active and 
zealous agent of transports, who had come in a boat from 
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Porto de Socca^ in consequence of a me«s^e from Sir Jo^ 
}]ope^ received at a late hour the preceding night^^ requesfbing 
him to ))ring all the assistance he could^ a^ therp appeared i\o 
|ippe of the flotilla being able tp stem the adverse curr^nt^ an4 
it had been found imipracticable to get a raft ^^c^pss the r^pid 
Adour. This officer informed the Rear- Admiral of the pico- 
gress already made by the left division of the army^ and thajb 
M^jor-General Stopford had been attacked by an epeiay of 
U^ superior force^ whose attempt tp dislodge hi9 litU^ corps 
it was feared would be repeated. As the passage of the har 
was an operation of gre^t difficulty and dang^r^ we sb^U here 
enter into a minute description thereof. 

The Adour^ for about two miles from it^ union with the 9ea, 
has to force its way through a sandy plain ; t^he, consequence 
of which is^ a v^t accumulation of sand in that p^rt of the 
ocean immediately contiguous to the shore, forming a bar of 
not less than a mile in breadth, on which at low watier ther^ 
is seldom more than two feet, and at the highest tide rarely 
above 15. Leading marks there are none, nor can there be 
a^y permanently established ; for every g$de, when the wind 
jdpes not blow oif the land, the sand changes it^ position : 
heavy rain in the interior alv^ays produces a similar effect, by 
fusing violent freshes to come down frc^ the mountsdns ; in 
short, no man, however perfect bis knowledge of the passage 
may be one day, can tell how or where it will be the next. 
The tides run with such rapidity, between the bar and Bou- 
caut, a distance of about three miles, that even a 6-oared gig 
can scarcely make way against them : this has been partly 
caused by the erection of a stone wall, about fifteen feet wide^ 
on each bank of the river, for the purpose of guiding the cur- 
rent : on these walls strong posts are placed at intervals, to 
which the mooring hawsers of vessels waiting the change of 
the tide, and the warps of others going against the strean), are 
made fast. The wall on this^ B,Qi;cant side is extended farther 
up the river than that on the Qther, but they both commence 
at al^out a mile from the bar- 

The spring ti<)e9 had not yet commenced, and the surf on 
the bar W« very bigb, when Rear-A^OQural Penirose arrived 
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off the Adour ; but as the military opierations could not b^ de* 
layed^ he determined to force his way, at all hazards^ as soon 
as the increasing strength of the breeze then blowing would 
enable him to make the attempt : his mortification at havi^j^ 
been drifted, by a very strong current, to the we^tward^ it is 
easy to conjecture. 

The whole of the vessels destined to enter the Adour were 
placed under the command of Captain Powell O'ReJUy, of the 
Lyra brig, who proceieded in a Spanish-built boat, selecte4 ^f 
the safest for the service he was going \ipon, taking with him 
the principal pilojt, the Ij^ats of the fifit^^ squs^^^pp, ^^A twp^ 
flats, to endeavour to find a passage through the surf: a (ew 
troops vf ere at th^t time seen crossing over to the French side 
of the river, but evidently much in want of the boat^ intended 
for their assistance. All Captain O'Reilly's att^mpts^ hPW- 
eyer^j proved ineffectual, a^ the surf wps every wlf ore beaming 
in an equally dreadful manner. 

^Vhile thus employed. Captain P/Jf^eiUy y^ bailed ^nd 
p.^sed by lieutenant Dehenl^am, vpho^ alter bf^e^kf^stiq^ 
ijrijth ^e^f-iVdp^iraJ Penrose, had gppie pp ^ ^ Pp^c^pine's 
ipain-top-mast-bead, and was induced, from the obseryat^f^ci 
h,e ms^ there, to believe that he bad def cripd a pl^e wheire 
tj^e pa^^ge might be aU;empted with grjea^r hqpi^ of ^(iccesg 
than at any other. 

LjeHt^i^P^ Debenbam's boat was a 6-9are4 gjg^ witi^ fiyA 
8p{^f/5 mien in her to ta)ie alterpate spells '^\ th^ o^^^ tibe 41?- 
^cp f)l Porto dp Socca from the Vfxp\^\k P^ ^h? Mo^T l^^flW 
nearly 16 miles:'— her lug fore-sail ijn4 niizep ^yfrp at t^i^ 
time set, and her crew r;eady to give ^^y the mofpe^J; shp ar- 
rayed at the edge of the surf ; — the e:{ctra hai^^^ sitting do^n 
i^ the bottoni of the boat, at an equal di§tanpe from )ier sten^ 
fMi4 stern. Wl)en advanced so far th^t the surf broke ju9t 
ifitboi^ her, the Lieutenant exclaimed "hurrah fpy boys, strilfe 
put ;" f hey di4 so, an4 instantly she seemed to ^y am^d^.^ 0ie 
deafening souf^d of breakers, not les^ tl^ajii 20 f^t ^n perp^n- 
d^u|ar hqg^);; ]Uieutenant Debenham steerfpg with pnf 
hand, and cheering his men, by waying an qld cocked h^^, 
Iff tb the o^er^ at |;he san^e time liplling tl^^in \o tr^s} in Qpd, 
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and the Almighty would protect them. After proceeding in 
this manner for at least a mile, the bowmen suddenly halloed 
out, " we are close to the beach. Sir !'* and Lieutenant De- 
benham, with great presence of mind, immediately directed 
the rowers to be ready to unship their oars, to list the boat 
well to leewr.rd, and to gather aft the fore sheet, himself at- 
tending to the mizen. In a moment afterwards he gave the 
expected orders, and strictly charged the men not to move 
from their respective thwarts — ^the boat was instantly thrown 
upon a spit of sand, and the receding wave left her perfectly 
dry ; but still the men were ordered to keep their seats, nor 
were they allowed to stir from them until three or four suc- 
cessive waves had washed her well up upon the beach ; the 
sails keeping her steady and forcing her broadside on as the 
sea lifted her. 

Seeing Lieutenant Debenham dash into the tremendous 
surf, and not choosing to be out-done in noble daring by an 
inferior officer, Captain O'Reilly had instantly followed him ; 
but his boat, although apparently much better adapted for 
such an undertaking, was unfortunately upset, and five of her 
crew perished : he and the other survivors were all more or 
less bruised; and it is nearly certain that the whole would 
have been drowned, had not Lieutenant Debenham and the 
transports* people ran into the surf and dragged them out at 
the risk of their own lives. All the other boats returned on 
board their respective vessels, to wait the result of the next 
tide ; it being scarcely possible that one in fifty could then 
have escaped a similar fate. 

The spit of sand upon which Lieutenant Debenham's boat 
was thrown, proved to be the extreme point of the right bank 
of the Adour ; to which spot many soldiers hastened upon 
witnessing his most miraculous escape. The gig was very soon 
dragged over it, and launched into the river, across which he 
immediately rowed to where a number of military officers 
were assembled, one of whom was Sir John Hope, who pub- 
licly congratulated him, and returned thanks for his promp- 
titude and highly meritorious exertions. 

It was now about 10 A. M. :— the gig instantly began to 
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carry over soldiers, and Lieutenant Debenham commenced 
tlie construction of a large raft, which, when completed, 
proved very serviceable to the army, it being capable of con- 
veying 16 dragoons, with their horses, at a time. By means of 
this raft, field pieces, waggons, forge carts, and in short every 
thing that was brought to him, were transported across, dur- 
ing the time that elapsed before the bridge could be rendered 
passable for any of those heavy articles. During the progress 
of the bridge. Lieutenant Debenham made from 12 to 14 
trips daily ; and he subsequently conducted to the French 
side of the river the battering train of the invaders, on a 
larger raft, constructed by Major Todd of the staflf corps. 
Our readers will pardon this digression j— we shall now return 
to the flotilla. 

Finding it impossible to discover the passage into the 
Adour, Rear-Admiral Penrose sent his other Spanish pilot 
ashore, to the S. W. of the bar, with directions to walk from 
thence to the bank of the river, in order to make a concerted 
signal from within the breakers, to guide the vessels through 
the safest part. From the offing there appeared no interval^ 
a long and heavy line of surf alone presenting itself. Flag- 
Lieutenant Edward Collins was at the same time despatched 
overland, to communicate with the army; and Lieutenant 
George Cheyne, of the Woodlark brig, who had been received 
as a volunteer on board the Porcupine, and whom the Rear- 
Admiral then believed, and afterwards knew to be an officer 
of great ability and the most abundant resources, was sent to 
visit all the foreign vessels which had been purchased or hired 
for this highly important service, to stimulate their crews 
by promising pecuniary rewards to the first, second, third, 
&c. that should pass the bar : and to select as a pilot which- 
ever master he found to possess better nerve than the others : — 
he brought one to the Porcupine, who professed himself wil- 
ling to conduct the flotilla in at half-tide ; and he volunteered 
to accompany this person — an offer that gave the Rear-Ad- 
miral entire confidence. 

About 3 P. M., it being then nearly high water, and the 
wind favorable^ the flotilla was put in motion ; each vessel 



having a certain Sag hoisted^ by ^ich sb^ ^ould be distUi- 
guished. There were altogether about 70 sail of e^very dpa^ 
criptiop. When they sailed from Porto df Soccai fcow^yds the 
^lose of a fine eyenipg, the spectacle was very imposing ; but 
when they were seen rising and jinking altems^tely in the 'm^ 
iniense surf^ it was awfully grand. At thjis moment^ the flag 
of Rear-Adniiral Penrose was flying at the m^ftt-hejid of thp 
Gleaner ketph ; in which vessel he ran clos^ %p the b^eakers^ 
directed the n^oyen^ents of the flotilla^ and ^pimated hi^ pfl^- 
cers and mej^ to continued exertions^ by h\^ pr^9pi[^pe> ex- 
aniple^ and praises. 

However appalling the prospect might b^ye b^^n froin 
Ae sea, the autlior of ^^The Subak^m *" iftfprm^ u^^ Jh^t it 
was no less so from the land. 

''Ou mountiDg an eminence/' says he, ''we beheld a squadron beaming 
^oym, with all sail set» towards the bar ; over which the waves were dish- 
ing in wlute foam, being driven inwards by a strong gale. But we were 
not the only anxious spectators of the animating shew. The bank of tke 
river, and all the heights near, were crowded with general and staff oficenai, 
cpnspkiious among whom yfese Stir Joi^;i I|ope, ftpd, if i^y memcury i^^ 
v^ n|Ot| ^orA Wellington hia>s^£ Tl^e ^oyp^ Jf^TP^ onQ ^f\i ^V^ of $hi?|ii. 
speechless. The sense of sight appeared to be the only sense left in full 
Tigour to the individuals who composed them, and even from it all objects 
were apparently shut out, except the gallant squadron. 

'' Down they came before the breeze with amazing velocity ; but the 
surf ran so high, and there seemed to be so little water upon the sands, 
that I for one felt as if a height had bjcen removed from my heart, when I 
beheld them suddeqly p^t up their helms and tack about. • * • • Even 
Pritish sailors hesitated, for once in their lives, whether they could face 
fhe danger. But the hesitation was not of long continuance.'' 

Lieutenant Cheyne resolved to succeed, or perish : Provi- 
dence favored him ! His boat, Spanish-built, but manned by 
five British seamen, was borne by the sweU clear across the 
shoal : ^^ and loud and reiterated were the shouts with which 
it was greeted, as it rushed proudly through the deep water." 

The next which entered the river was a large fishing-boat^, 
manned by volunteers from the transports at Porto de Socca. 
She was closely followed by a gun-vessel, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant John Chessbire, the first person that 

• Hie Rev. Mr. Gldg, formeriy a Lieutenant of the 85tb light infantry* 
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hoisted the colpura of Britain in the Adour 1 Following in th^ 
track of the gun-boat was a schooner-rigged vessel $ but ^ 
unfortunately broached to, and instancy capsized* 

** The horror/' says Mr. Gleig^ " which we exptjeri^ooed at cpntcmptfr 
ting this events though extreme for the moment^ wu necessarily of short do- 
ration ; for our attention was immediately attracted to oUxer i^essels^ whicl^ 
one after another, drew near. Of these> all except one particular chasse- 
mar^Cy succeeded in niaking good the passage ; — it shared the fate of the 
schooner. It was upset upon the curl of a wave, and went down with the 
whole of its crew. This last was even a more awful spectacle than the 
former. The little vessel, after b^l^g tossed ron^d, rocked for a mome^ 
as it were, upon the surf, just long enough for us to see the despairing 
gestures of the sailors, and to hear thdr shriek of consternation, — and then 
a huge wa?e striking her, she fell, not upon her broadside, but absolutely 
with bottom upwards.^ 

The author of the ^^ Subaltern" likewise tells us, that the 
above mentioned schooner-rigged vessel was '^guided by Cap- 
tain ElUot'^ (the commander of H. M. brig Martial) ; but 
this we can prove to be an error. 

** Captun Elliot," says Sir Charles V. Penrose, " was in his gig, ac- 
companied by Mr. Charles Norman, his assutant-surgeon : — ^I had spoken 
to him not more than two minutes before his boat overset : I observed to him 
bow h^nd^omely the gallant fellows were dashing in after their boldandskilr 
fiU leader Cheyne, when he 8ai4» * 1 thii^k I see oi)e or |vifq rfi|her ^Ij^ck,' fi^ 
pulljsd round the ^g to row towards theip— I coqclude ^e winded h^r tb^ 
wrong way, as she was out of sight immediately in the surf. The fate of 
Mr. Norman was singularly unfortunate : — ^he managed to get safe on- 
board a gun-boat, which was afterwards thrown up upon the beach, where 
he was killed by the oversetting of her 24•pounder.^' 

In addition to the forfegoing disasters, three U*anspoits^ 
boats were lost, with all t}ieir crews, and several others 
swamped ; one coasting vessel took the ground, after ahe 
entered the river, and remained fast for a considera{)le time. 

Notwithstanding the lops ^f lives sustained, it masp jusdy 
be said, that the daring and highly necessary attempt to 
cross the bar of the Adour was attended with wonderful suc^ 
cess ; and that the zeal, intrepidity, and skill of British sea- 
n^en never shone forth ii;! a more cpnspipuous n^ann^r than 
on that trying and memp^able occasion. 

Upon witnessing t^e apprpa^ of the flotilla, Captain 
O'Reilly, who had somewhat recovered from the effects of 
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his disaster in the morning, went to where Lieutenant De- 
benham was employed in preparing his raft^ and directed 
him to go in the gig, and render any assistance he might be 
able to the different vessels requiring it. No sooner had the 
agent of transports received this order than he hastened to 
the edge of the inner breakers, and succeeded in rescuing 
many men, who but for him must inevitably have been 
drowned. For his conduct throughout this eventful day, the 
thanks of Rear- Admiral Penrose were publicly read to him 
on the beach by Captain O'Reilly*. 

Twenty-five chass^-mar^es, &c. having entered the Adour, 
in the manner above described, and also several heavy gun- 
boats to protect the bridge, no time was lost in running them 
up to their proper stations, about two or two and a half miles 
from the bar, where they were moored in a line abreast, with 
large anchors ahead and astern ; the vessels at an equal dis- 
tance from one another. The whole were then bound toge- 
ther by cables passed along to the right and left from the 
centre vessels, as they anchored : those craft that were be- 
tween them and the banks of the river had on board a num- 
ber of old heavy guns and strong purchases, by means of 
which the extreme ends of this line of cables, after being 
passed over the walls we have spoken of, were first secured 
on the north bank, and then hove taut on the other: the 
purchase blocks were lashed to fir-trees growing near the 
southern bank. On the deck of each of the largest vessels 
was bolted a piece of timber, shaped like the bridge of a 
fiddle, with notches in it to keep the cables steady : — in this 
manner were six lines of cables extended across the flotilla, 
and firmly secured on shore. Planks were then laid on 
transversely, with holes cut at proper distances to lash them 
to the cables ; and ^^ at davm, on the following day, it was 
declared that infantry might cross the floating bridge with 

•Captain O'Reilly died at Plymouth, May 22d, 1816, aged only 29 
years. When senior lieutenant of the Surveillante frigate, he greatly 
distinguished himself on the coast of Spain, and was, for his services 
there, advanced to the rank of commander, Sept. 2dd, 1813 : he obtained 
a post commission, Aug. 29, 1815., 
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safety. This was the signal for action ; and hence the 25th 
was^ at least to part of the army, a day of hostile employ- 
ment/' 

Above this famous bridge, five heavy gun-boats were 
moored with their heads towards Bayonne ; and for its fiir^ 
ther protection a strong boom, which had been constructed 
at St. Jean de Luz, under the immediate inspection of Rear- 
Admiral Penrose, was thrown across between it and the 
gun*boats. This boom was conveyed to the Adour by a 
large brig, in charge of Lieutenant George Robert Douglas, 
first of the Porcupine ; and it was rather a curious circum- 
stance, that while he was placing it to keep off fire-rafts> &c. 
the French were forming one higher up the river to prevent 
annoyance from below. 

We should here obsen^e, that a number of sappers and 
miners were embarked in the flotilla previous to its departure 
firom Porto de Socca : these men had been instructed how to 
proceed in forming the bridge after the vessels were moored, 
and each of them had his proper part assigned him : in hiia 
official letter to Lord Keith, reporting the proceedings of the 
flotilla. Rear- Admiral Penrose highly approved of their con- 
duct, and afterwards expressed himself as follows : — 

" That so many chass^-mar^es ventured the experiment'' of crossing 
the bar, ** I attribute to there having been two or more sappers placed in 
each of them, and a captain and eight lieutenants of engineers command- 
ing them in divisions. The zeal and science of these officers triumphed 
over all the difficulties of the navigation,** 

The following are the names of the engineer officers of 
whom Rear-Admiral Penrose speaks so handsomely : — Cap- 
tain Slade, Lieutenants M ellhuish, Read, Rivers, Robe, Sa- 
vage, Tinling, Wallace, and West. For some unaccountable 
reason or other, the Admiralty did not allow any mention, 
either of them or their men, to be made in the London Ga- 
zette. Major Todd was the officer who superintended the 
formation of the bridge, which altogether covered a space 
little short of 900 yards. 

Immediately after the arrival of the flotilla, Rear-Admiral 
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Penrose received a Icttfer from Sit Johii tlope, in whicb libit 
distingnishe^ Geriei'al expresses himself as follows : 

'* I have often seen how gallantly the navy will devote themselves vAuia 
iMing with an army ; but I iteiitt before wJtn^i^sed 6d boid and Kiu^tfdoiu 
a oo-op^8tioii ; and yon have tty most grateful thanks. 

'* I wrote you in the coursre of last night, to say how much we stoiod 
in need of boats, sean^en, &c. but when I saw the flotilla approach the 
wall of heavy surf, I regretted all I had said, for fear it might have urged 
your zeal beyond what you may have thoaght riglit." 

To this handsome acknowledgment was added the just ap- 
plause of Lord Wellington, who expressed himself ^^ hyS- 
niiely indebted to Rear-Admiral Penrose for the cordial 
assistance he received from him in preparing for t hie plan** 
(of crossing the Adour), ^^ and for thai which he gave to 
Lieutenant' General Sir John Hope in carrying it into 
execution" 

The following is an extract of Lord Keith's reply to the 

Rear-Admiral's official letter, detailing the particulars of the 

above service : — 

*' I have great satisfaction In observing, that the arduous service of 
entering the Adoiir Was executed under your own immediate direction, on 
the 24di Feb., wheh the bstr 6f that river was passed, under eircmn- 
stances where ttol, inftrefMity, add judgment Wefre never more requisite, 
nor were more conspicuously displayed. I most highly approve of the 
activity with which you appear to have collected the means for under- 
taking this service, as well as of the ability with which you directed its 
execution j and you wiU be pleased to express to the officers and men 
who were employed on the service, my best thanks for their zealous exer- 
tions, and my admiration of their intrepid conduct.'' 

It is here proper to add, that the above service was per- 
formed witliout pilots, and that no one British subject con- 
cerned was acquainted with any of the localities I 

Oh the 27th Feb. 1814, Bayoniie was closely investeid by 
Sir John Hope, and Marshal Soult completely routed, near 
Orthes, by the main body of the Allies. The enemy in his 
retreat, left open the direct road to Bourdeaux, and Lord 
Wellington availed himself of the opportunity to send a 
detachment, under Sir William Beresford, to take possession 
of that city. This expedition proved of great consequence 
to the cause of the Bourbons, whose restoration now first 
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began to %fe talked bt, cnif^ to be considered a& not altogether 
hopele&d. Sir William Bferesfofd arrived at Bourdeaux on 
th'fe 12th Mafch, and Wad received by the principal inhabit- 
ti6ts with eVerJr demonstration of joy. 

T^ days after this auspicious event, Rear-Admiral Pen- 
rose, then at Passages, received a despatch from the Mar- 
quis of WeHingtoD, dated March 17>. informing him of the 
advance of the combined forces towards Toulouse, and that 
it was desirable that his squadron sh'oCild speedily enter the 
Gironde. 

The hicfp^k of being thus called upon had induced the Rear- 
Admlr&l previously to send the Racer schooner off the Cor- 
douan light-house, and to Basque Roads, to give the cruisers 
on the former station notice of his probable arrival there, and 
to request assistance from Lord Amelius Beauclerk, which 
th&t officer most readily granted. 

The difficulty of getting out of Passages, except under 
the toost favorable circumstances, is uncommonly great ; 
JEihd it was not until the 24tb March in the forenoon, uiat 
Rear- Admiral Penrose's anxious wish to escape from that 
port was gratified. The naval force which entered the 
Gironde under his orders, March 27* consisted of the fol- 
lowing ships and vessels : 

Egmoat (fiag ship) - 74 guns> Captain Joseph Bingliam. 



Andromache 


. 38 — , 


- George Tbbin. 


Bellfe Pdule 


- 38 — , 


- 6e6rge Harris. 


Porcupine - 


. . 22 ^, 


* John Coorte. 


Vesuvius 


- bomb^ 


. William Hext. 


Challeng^er - 


- brig. 


- Frederick E. V. Vernon. 


Podargus - 


. — , • 


- George Rennie. 


Martial 


• — ., 


Lieut. Edw. Collins (acting Comm.) 


Dwarf 


- cutter. 


- Samuel Gordon. 



To which were shortly afterwards added the Reynard brig. Captain David 
Latimer St. Clair ; and the Nimble cutter. Lieutenant Peter Williams. 

It is worthy of i^emark, that no line-of-battle ship had 
eV^r ventured to enter the Gironde, with all her guns ahd 
stores oh board, before Rear- Admiral Penrose resolved to 
make the experiment ; which he did Under every disadvan- 
tSige, &8 fliere t^as not a single person in the squadron ac- 
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quidnted with the dangerous navigation of the river, and the 
weather was at first very thick and threatening, though the 
sky became clear after the ships had got fairly into the 
stream. Standing on the fore-part of the Egmont's poop, 
with the chart spread before him, and the master by his 
side, he conducted the pilotage himself, to the astonishment 
of a Frenchman who had had charge of the Egmont when 
she was employed in the blockade of Rochefort, but who 
was wholly unacquainted with the Gironde. The most use- 
ful aid he received was from the enemy, when they attempted 
to check his progress ; for as the first shot fired from Point 
Coubre went over him, it shewed that he was within the 
Mauvaise bank, and consequently cle^ of the greatest danger. 
This information Rear- Admiral Penrose acknowledged b^ a 
thankful bow to the battery. 

The Regulus, a French 74, the Sans Souci corvette, two 
brigs of war, and several other armed vessels, were then at 
anchor off Royan ; but being informed, by telegraph, that 
the British were superior in force, they weighed and ran 
higher up the river ; pursued by the Egmont and her con- 
sorts under a crowd of sail. As all the batteries on the 
northern shore opened, in succession, a heavy fire of shot 
and shells, the whole formed a grand and imposing spectacle. 

Having proceeded as high as the shoal of Talmont, the 
French squadron entered the narrow channel between it and 
the main, which had been buoyed in expectation of their 
retreat thither ; the passage being protected by a very strong 
fort. 

It was not until the 29th March that any communication 
could be opened with the army. On that day, Rear-Admiral 
Penrose extended his small vessels up the Gironde ; and 
ordered Captain Hext to throw some shells in the direction 
of the Regulus, but only by way of practice. 

On the 30th, the position of the British army having caused 
the garrison of Castillon to retire, Rear-Admiral Penrose 
again removed to the Porcupine, and proceeded from Verdun 
road to an anchorage off the abandoned town ; taking with 
him the Andromache, Vesuvius, Challenger, Podargus, and 



POST'-CAPTAINS OF 1810. 286 

Dwarf. He there received several deputations from the vil- 
lages on the left bank of the river, all of which had displayed 
the white flag, but were still in great dread of Napoleon and 
the conscription^ 

From CastiUon, Captain Rennie was sent with a summons 
to the commandant of Blaye^ who availed himself of the 
opportunity thus afforded him of displaying a remnant of 
revolutionary brutality, by firing a shot at the flag of truce, 
and obliging it to retire. 

On the 31st, CaptsdnCoode was sent up as far as Pouillac, 
with the Vesuvius, Challenger, Podargus, Re3mard, and Nim- 
ble, under his orders, to commence the bombardment of the 
above citadel ; and all the armed boats of the squadron, with 
200 marines, were likewise despatched with him to make an 
attempt upon Pat^, a small island, in the middle of the river, 
about six miles nearer to Bourdeaux, defended by a round 
tower forty feet high, mounting six long 18-pounders, and 
supposed to contain about 600 men. 

On the arrival of this detachment off Pouillac, Captain St. 
Clsir received directions to take the boats and marines under 
his protection, tow them to the island, and cover their 
debarkation. 

Finding it impracticable to effect a landing, owing to the 
fitate of the weather^ he reluctantly abandoned the attempt ; 
and was returning towards Pouillac, when a violent storm 
arose and drove his brig on a sand-bank, within range of 
the tower, where she was high and dry in less than three 
liours. Providentially, it was midnight when she took the 
ipround, and the enemy did not discover her imtil she was 
again under sail, otherwise nothing could have saved her 
from destruction. Captain St. Clair's exertions on this alarm- 
ing occasion were very great, and deserving of much praise. 

Notwithstanding the failure of the attempt upon Isle Pat^, 
the seamen and marines of Rear- Admiral Penrose's squadron 
very «oon had an opportunity of perfdrming a brilliant ser-> 
vice, hardly surpassed by any exploit of the same nature 
that has ever been recorded. 

Ever since the occupation of Bourdeaux by the allies, Ge- 

SUPPL. PAIIT II. u 
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heral Count De Caen^ a staunch adherent of Napoleon Buo<* 
naparte, had been making preparations to retake that city^ 
and to punish its inhabitants for their friendly reception of 
Sir William Beresford. To further the Count's views, two 
brigs, each mounting six long 18*pounders, a fine schooner, 
eight gun-boats, and four armed chasse-mar^es, h&d an- 
chored in a line across the mouth of the Dordogne river, 
which falls into the Gironde about six miles above Blaye, 
and four leagues below Bourdeaux. 

- At daylight on the 2d April, this flotilla was discovered 
near Blaye, apparently pushing for Talmont. Very few mi- 
nutes elapsed before the British boats were in pursuit ; and 
on tbeir approach, the whole of the enemy's vessels ran 
ashore near the citadel, from whence 200 French soldiers 
marched out to protect them, although their crews were 
greatly superior in number to the attacking party. A smart 
iire was also kept up from the citadel ; but nothing eould 
check the ardour of our countrymen, v^o dashed on, landed, 
charged the enemy, drove them into the woods with great 
loss, and kept possession of the beach until the tide allowed 
the greater part of the vessels to be brought oflF. They con- 
sisted of one brig, the schooner, six gun-boats, and three 
chasse-mardes, together with an imperial state barge, row- 
ing 26 oars^. The other brig, gun-boats, and chasse-miurte 
were set on fire and destroyed. 

In the performance of this exploit, the British had not a 
man slsdn, and only sixteen persons wounded : — two nien, 
officially reported as missing, were afterwards recovered b^j^ 
Rear- Admiral Penrose, who highly commended the gallant^ 
and excellent conduct of Lieutenant Robert Graham DuUlc^, 
senior officer of the detachment; of whom it is said, tibat 
when the party landed, he caught a horse, twisted sonde 
rope-yarns together for a bridle, and mounted ; observing to 
those near him, that unless he could keep a-head of his fine 
fellows, he did not know where they would stop I The ex^ 
emplary behaviour of Lieutenant Patoick Robertson, R« M., 

* This trophy was sent as a present to H. R« H. the Prince Regent. 
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tt&d the other officers who served under Mr. Dunlop's orders^ 
Was also highly eulogised. 

After the capture and destruction of tiie Dordogne flotilla^ 
Rear-Admiral Penrose despatched the boats and marines to 
Verdun road^ where they were placed under the command 
of Captain Harris, in order to land and storm fort Talmont, 
while the ]£gmont took advantage of high water to run ovef 
the shoal, smd alongside the Regulus. At mid-night, April 6th^ 
just as that well-appointed British ship was in the act of 
hoisting her jib, for the plirpose of casting towards them, 
the French 74, corvette, and brigs were discovered to be in 
flames, making a most magnificent bonfire^ which continued 
to burn until sun-rise the following morning. 

It appears, from this proceeding on the part of the enemy^ 
that they were aware of the meditated attack, although Rear<^ 
Admiral Penrose and Captain Bingham had used every means 
to keep them in ignorance thereof. We should here observe*^ 
that the Centaur 7^^ Ci^tain John Chambers White, had 
anchored be^ow Verdun road on tlie evening of the ($th 
Aprils . and that slfe cordially co-operated by sending her 
boats and marines to join the detachment under Captain 
Harris > but the assistance of that ship, in the intended attack 
upon the Regulus, was never considered necessary, and con- 
sequently, was not called for. The statement in the London 
(Sazette, dated at the Admiralty, April 19th, 1814, is calcu- 
lated to mislead the reader. 

The enemy having thus voluntarily altered the nature of 
the fiiervice in the Gironde, Captain Harris and his party 
Were sent to the mouth of the river^ where they effected a 
landing ; and after destrojring the battery at Point Coubre^ 
commenced a march of fifty miles along the right bank, in 
the course of which 4 other batteries, 17 mortars, and 47 
|>ieces of cannon were rendered ineffective. On his re- 
turn from this expedition. Captain Harris was, directed to 
euperintend the operations against Blaye, for the regulitf 
siege of which strong fortress preparations were then making 
by Lord Dalhousie, in concert with Rear-Admiral Penrose^ 
by whom the Belle Poule was ordered to proceed up the 

u2 
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Gironde, " in advance of the advanced sqiuidran," as a comP 
pliment due to the zealoas habits of her commander. 

Meanwhile the bombardment of Blaye was continued by 
the Vesuvius, which vessel had been placed by Captain Hext 
with great judgment for that purpose ; the Porcupine and 
Andromache, the former ship still bearing the Rear-Admi- 
ral's flag, joined the advanced squadron near PouiQac, in the 
evening of April 6th, and the Egmont spiked all the iroa 
guns in a deserted battery on Point de Grave, bringing off 
several brass cannon and mortars. 

The arrival of Louis XVIII. at Paris, was soon afterwards 
announced to the Due d'Angoul^me, in the presence of Rear- 
Admiral Penrose, who had gone by land from Pouillac to 
JBourdeaux, at the express and repeated request of H. R. H. 
and Lord Dalhousie. All the public functionaries then came 
in as a matter of course, to pay their respects to the Dauphin, 
and one of them, the archbishop of that city, ended a very 
graceful address with the following remarkable expression, 
evidently intended as a compliment to the British nation : — 
'* Piola la fin de V ouvrage de Monsieur Pitt P* 

l^ear-Admiral Penrose now hoisted his flag in the Podaigus, 
which vessel he caused to be anchored exactly opposite the 
principal street of Bourdeaux, near the Exchange, so that all 
the inhabitants could see the British colours waving in the 
fresh waters of France, at a distance of nearly 100 miles 
Tidthin the battery which first opened its fire at the mouth of 
the river. Thus was the spot* so renowned in history, for the 
display of British valour under Edward the Black Prince, 
again the theatre of operations which redounded equally to 
the honor of England. The important services of the army 
on shore, and the equally momentous services of the squadron 
in the Gironde, the results which they led to, and the beauty 
of surrounding objects, all contributed to render the scene one 
of peculiar interest. 

In this situation, Rear-Admiral Penrose gave the Due 
d'Angoul^me a public breakfast on board the little Podar* 
gus ; and it is highly to the honor of British spirit to men* 
tion, that among the troops ordered out by Lord Dalhousie to 
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line the streets through which H. R. H. passed^ first to the 
Rear- Admiral's hotels and thence to his barge, were those regi- 
ments of militia who had volunteered to serve abroad under 
the Duke of Buckingham and Sir Watkin Williams Wynn. 
It is no less remarkable^ that among other combinations 
caused by the late long and sanguinary wars^ the soldiers 
of Brunswick were also brigaded on this occasion ! 

Whilst at Bourdeaux^ some of Rear- Admiral Penrose's offi- 
cers met those who had belonged to the corvette burnt at 
Talmont, and talked over the late occurrences in a friendly 
way 5 but not one of the Frenchmen could be brought to be- 
lieve that the Egmont had entered the river with all her guns 
on board, as the Regulus was the first ship of her class that 
was ever known to have been sent into the Giroude, and the 
pilot that conducted her thither from Aix roads^ was admitted 
into the Legion of Honor and rewarded with a pension^ 
though she had been lightened of her goM and stores* The 
retort of one of the British officers was most excellent : — 
^' If the Egmont could not come in with her guns on board, 
why did the Regulus, fully armed and manned, run away ?'' 

To form a correct opinion of the difficulties of the enter- 
prise we have been describing, a reference to the chart is ne- 
cessary; and to judge of the able manner in which it was 
conducted, it should be known that the above-mentioned 
services, and the capture of 50 pieces of ordnance, many 
thousand stand of arms, and an immense quantity of ammu- 
nition, in different vessels, at various periods, were effected by 
the squadron under Rear-Admiral Penrose, without the most 
trifling injury being sustained by any of H. M. ships, or the 
loss of life to any British subject. 

Rear- Admiral Penrose subsequently proceeded to Passages, 
for the purpose of facilitating and superintending the embark- 
ation of the army^ stores, &c. destined to America. In the 
execution of that service^ the general tenor of his public and 
private conduct drew forth the eulogiums of the respective 
officers commanding divisions and brigades. He returned to 
Plymouth in the Porcupine, and striick his flag Sept. 12, 1814» 
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During the war with Murat^ in 1815, Captain Coode comK 
xnanded the Queen ^Ay bearing the flag of Rear-Admind 
Penrose ; to whose memoir, as given at p. 579< et aeq. of our 
first volume, we shall make considerable additions, at the close 
oiSuppl. Part. IL The Order of St. Ferdinand and of Meril 
was conferred upon Captain Coode, in consequence of the 
British flag-ship having been selected by his Sicilian Ma^ 
jeSty to convey him and his family from P&lermo to Naples. 

On the 31st Dec. 1815, Captain Coode was appointed ta 
the Albion, another third rate, fitting for the flag of the same 
officer^ with whom he returned from the Mediterranean in 
the spring of 1819. 

The Albion fonned part of Lord Exmouth's fleet, but as a 
private ship, before Algiers, on the memorable 27th Aug* 
1816 *: her fire that diay was noticed as peculiarly animated^ a 
circumstaace partly attributable to her having been fitted with 
the then newly constructed magazine ; and although her loss 
was very trivial, considering the nature of tl^e service, her 
log-book will shew that she was well placed to aniiay the 
enemy : when the ships were ordered oflT, h^ amchors were 
weighed and preserved with much good management. Sine 
had no more than 3 persons killed^ find 15, including Cap- 
tain Coode, wounded^ The subject of this memoir was nom- 
inated a C. B. Sept. 21^ 1816 ; and he was also presented 
with the Order of Wilhelm, in common with his brother offi- 
cers who had fought in concert with the Dutch squadroo 
imder Admiral Van Capellan. 

Captain Coode married^ Feb. 8, 1819, the eldest daughter 
of his old firiend. Sir Charles V. Penrose, K. C. B., by whom 
he has three sons and one daughter. 

^j^fn^j.— Messrs. Maude and Co. 



THOMAS BURTON, Esq. 

Sec6nd son of the late John Burton, Esq. who for many 
years held a responsible appointment under government, first 
in the victualling office, and latterly in the civil departmeat 

• See Vol. I, Part I, p. 2??. 
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of the navy ; a gentlemcnt of exemplary worthy and consider- 
able literary acquirements. 

Mr. Thomas Burton entered the navy, in Dec. 1792, as a 
midshipman on board the Hermione frigate. Captain John 
Hills, with whom he proceeded to Jamaica, at the commence- 
ment of the French revolutionary war. The first services 
witnessed by him were the occupation of Jeremie, in St. Do- 
mingo, Sept. 20, 1793 ; and the capture of more than 1900 
tons of French shipping, laden with colonial produce ; two 
neutral vessels with cargoes, and one small armed schooner, 
at rislet and Bay des Flamands, on the 23d and 29th of the 
same month *. In the following year he assisted at the re- 
duction of Port-au-Prince, on which occasion the Hermione 
had 5 men killed, and 6 wounded t» Her loss by . fever, 
while subsequently co-operating with the British troops in 
their vain attempt to complete the subjugation of the French 
posts in St. Domingo, appears to have been very great, as 
was likewise that of the whole squadron employed in the 
same disastrous service. 

After continuing about four years on the Jamaica station, 
Mr. Burton removed with Captain Hill's successor, the pre- 
sent Vice- Admiral Stephens, into the Success of 32 guns, 
and returned to England under that officer's command, in 
May 1797. 

Immediately on his arrival, Mr. Burton joined the Scourge 
sloop. Captain Samuel Warren, then about to ssdl for the 
Leeward Islands, where he served in that vessel, and the Prince 
of Wales 98, flag-ship of the late Sir Henry Harvey, until 
promoted to be a Lieutenant of the Amphitrite frigate, Cap- 
tain (now Rear-Admiral) Ekins, Jan. 1, 1799. On the 26th 
June following, he assisted at the capture of le Duquesne, 
French privateer brig, mounting 16 guns, with a comple- 
ment of 129 men. 

About this latter period. Lieutenant Burton became first ot 
the Amphitrite, in which capacity he assisted at the capture 
of Surinam, and the destruction of a settlement on the Devil's 

♦ See Vol. I, Part II, p. 605. 
t See tW« note f at p. 805 ef seq. 
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Islands^ a noted rendezvous for the enemies' privateers. The 
Amphitrite also formed part of the squadron under Rear- Ad- 
miral Duckworth at the occupation of the Danish and Sweet- 
ish islands^ in 1801 *. 

The precarious state of Captain Ekins's healthy at this pe* 
riod, rendering a change of climate requisite, that excellent 
officer was sent with the naval despatches to England ; and 
on his quitting the Amphitrite he recommended Lieutenant 
Burton in such high terms, as to induce Rear- Admiral Duck- 
worth to give him the temporary command of her. 

Lieutenant Burton's next appointment was to the Souths 
amptou 33, of which frigate he likewise became for a short 
time acting commander, owing to the death of Captain John 
Miller Gamier. While in that ship he received the thanks 
of the Rear-Admiral for his active exertions and judicious 
conduct^ by which she was saved from destruction, during a 
most violent gale at St. Martinis. 

In Nov. 1801, lieutenant Burton was removed to the Levia- 
than 74, and in her accompanied Sir John T. Duckworth to 
Jamaica, where he was promoted by that officer to the com- 
mand of the Woolwich storeship, in Dec. 1802. i 

Being paid off on his return home, in the spring of 1803» 
Captain Burton remained unemployed from that time until 
May 1804,, when he received a commission for the Romulus 
frigate, armed enfiutej then stationed as a block-ship on the 
coast of Essex,, and afterwards sent with troops to the river 
Elbe. We subsequently find him commanding the Wildboar 
a 10-gun brig, employed on the Lisbon station ; where he 
captured a French schooner, carrying some staff officers from 
Ferrol to Bayonne. 

In Feb. 1810, being then on his return to the Tagus, after 
landing a military officer with despatches at Falmouth, Cap- 
tain Burton had the misfortune to be wrecked on the Rundle- 
stone rock, between Scilly and the'Lands*-end ; by which dis- 
aster 12 men perished. On the 23d of the following months 

♦ See id. p. 766, and note t at p. 798 et seq. N. B. The Amphitrite 
was commanded £(>r a short time by Lieutenant Charles Marshall Gre^^oryj, 
" an officer of g^at merit and actirity." 
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his conduct underwent the usual investigation ; and the court- 
martial having declared that no blame was imputable to him, 
he was immediately afterwards ordered to commission the 
Primrose, a new brig of 18 guns : the whole of his officers 
and crew were likewise fully acquitted, except the Master, 
who was sentenced to be broke, and placed at the disposal of 
the Port- Admiral. 

In the Primrose, Captain Burton was employed on the 
coasts of Norway and Jutland, until his promotion to post 
rank, Oct. 21, 1810. 

At the close of 1811, he received directions to fit 6ut his 
old ship the Prince of Wales, intended for the flag of Admiral 
William Young, with whom he proceeded off the Scheldt, and 
continued till May, 1812. 

In the autumn of 1814, Captain Burton took charge of the 
"kelson a first rate, just launched at Woolwich, and conducted 
her under jury-masts to Portsmouth, where he found a com- 
mission, dated Aug. 25^ appointing him to the command of 
the Aquilon frigate ; and firom whence he immediately sailed 
for Gibraltar, with General Don and suite, passengers, and a 
fleet of merchantmen under his protection. 

During the remainder of the war with America, Captain 
Burton was employed cruising along the coast of Portugal ; 
and on the renewal of hostilities against France, in 1815^ we 
find him serving under Lord Exmouth, on the Mediterranean 
station, where he continued until the commencement of 1816, 
when urgent private affairs obliged him to resign his com- 
mand, and return across the continent to England. 

Captain Burton married, Sept. 1814, Catharine Jones 
Crutchley, grand-daughter of the late Evan Jones, Esq. Hb 
eldest brother. Lieutenant John Burton, R. M. was drowned 
at the Nore, about 1795 : — his younger brothers are, George 
Guy Burton, a Commander of 1814 ; and William Moulden 
Burton, Captidn R. M. One of his sisters is married to Cap- 
tain Samuel Warren, C. B. ; another is the lady of Lieutenant* 
Colonel Long, R. M. 
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JEREMIAH COGHLAN, Esq. 

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, 

It is a generally received^ though certidnly erroneous opi- 
nion, that this intrepid officer was impressed into the naval 
service of his country : the following short statement will 
serve to prove that such was not the case : 

At p. 214, et seq. of our first volume. Part I, we have no- 
ticed the destruction of the Dutton, a ship belonging to the 
Hon. East India Company, in Jan. 1796. 

During the height of the storm, and before boats of any 
description could venture out to her assistance, Mr. Coghlan^ 
then scarcely sixteen years of age, plunged into the sea with 
a rope tied round his body, and succeeded in catching hold 
of two men, whom he conducted safely to the shore. 

After saving several lives in a similar manner, and at the 
imminent risk of being himself beaten to pieces against the 
rocks, Mr. Coghlan's strength failed him, — but not so his 
spirit. Perceiving that the wind had in some measure de- 
creased, he then hastened to the Barbican at Plypaouth^ ob^ 
tfdned a boat, with several volunteers^ and instantly pro- 
ceeded to the wreck, from whence many persons were takeoj, 
and conveyed to different pilot vessels which had begun to 
approach tiie citadel. It is supposed that, by Mr. Coghlan'a 
exertions on this occasion, not less than 50 men were rescued 
from a watery grave, before a single boat from any of the 
men-of-war dared venture to his assistance,— so terrible was 
the state of the weather. 

Mr. Coghlan's heroic behaviour was fortunately witnessed 
by Sir Edward Pellew, now Viscount Exmouth, who soon 
afterwards offered him his patronage if he would consent 
to enter the navy. An equally flattering offer was likewise 
made to him on the part of the Hon. Court of Directors i 
and the Transport-Board marked their sense of his noble con- 
duct by sending him a present of 20 guineas, at the same 
time directing their agent to distribute thirty more between 
his daring companions. 
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At this period^ Mr. Coghlan had spent three years on board 
a merchant vessel^ fpr the purpose of acquiring a practical 
knowledge of seamanship. Possessii^ a laudable ambitionj 
and preferring the chance of obtdning fame to the ignoble 
pursuit of wealth, he readily accepted Sir Edward Pellew's 
invitation, and was received by that distinguished officer^ 
as a midshipman, on board the Inde&tigable. The im- 
portant services performed by thai;' ship have been stoted at 
pp. 216-219 of Vol. 1, Part I. In the spring of 1799, Mn 
Coghlan removed with Sir Edward Pellew to the Imp^tueux 
78 ; and during the expedition to Quiberon bay, he was ap- 
pointed by him to command the Vipei^ cutter^ as a reward 
for his gallantry on numerous occasions of boat service; 
This appointment was most readily sanctioned by the com-* 
mander-in-chief of the Channel fleet, £arl St. Vincent, who, 
in a letter to the Adniiralty, particularly requested that hci| 
might not be superseded. We should here state, that whilst 
Mr. Coghlan belonged to the above ships he saved the lives 
of several of their crew^ who had accidentally fiEdleB over- 
board. A most brilliant exploit subsequently performed hf 
him^ cannot be better described than in the words of his 
first professional patron : 

" My Lord,— I have true pleasure ill stadb^ to your lorcUyp die^odil 
conduct of lieutenaDt Jeremiah Coghlan, to whom, for former gallant 
beliaiaottr, you had ^ven an acting commission to commimd the Vqief 
catter. This gallant young man, while watching Port Lmus, tiiougbt he 
could succeed in boarding some of the cutters or gun-vessels which hav^ 
been moving about the entrance of that harbour; and for this purpose hs( 
entreated a ten-oared cutter from me, with 12 volunteers. On Tuesday 
night, the 29th ultimo*, he took this boat, with JVlr. Silas H. Paddon, 
midshipman, and six of his own men, making with himself 20; and ac- 
companied by lus own boat, and one from the Amethyst, he determined on 
boarding a gun-brig, mounting three long 24-pounders and four 6.p6und> 
ers, full of men, moored with springs on her cables, in a naval port of 
difficidt access, irithin pistol-shot of three batteries, surrounded by several 
anne^ craft, and not a mile from ^ 74 (bearing an Admiral's fff^) and two 
fidgateto. 

'^ Undismayed by such formidable appearances, the early discovery of 
his Hipproach (for they were at quarters), add the lost lud of the other Hirb 

• July, 1800. 
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boats, he bravely determined to atta«k alone, and boarded her on the 
quarter ; but unhappily, in the dark, jumping wto a trawl net, hung up 
to dry, he was pierced through the tldgh by a pike, several of his men 
hurt, and all knocked back into the boat. Unchecked in ardour, they 
hauled the boat farther a-head, and again boarded, and miuntained, aguust 
87 men, 16 of whom were soldiers, an obstinate conflict, killing 6 and 
wounding 20, among whom were every ofiScer belong^g to her. His own 
loss, one killed and eight wounded ; himself in two places, Mr. P^don in 
six. I feel particularly happy in the expected safety of all the wounded % 
he speaks in the highest terms of Mr. Paddon and the whole of his party* 
many of whom were knocked overboard, and twice beat back into the boat, 
but returned to the charge with unabated courage. I trust 1 shall stand 
excused by your lordship for so minute a description, produced by my 
admiration of that courage which, hand to hand, gave victory to our brave 
fellows, over four times their number ; and of that skill which formed, 
conducted, and effected so daring an enterprise. 

** La Cerb^re, commanded by a Lieutenant de vaisseau, and towed cut 
under a very heftvy Are, is given up, as a prize, by the squadron, to mark 
their admiration, and will not, I know, be the only reward of such bra« 
very ; they will receive that protection your lordship so liberally accords to 
ail the young men in the service who happily distinguish themselves under 
your command. I enclose Lieutenant Coghlan's letter, and have the honor 
to be, &c« 

(Signed) "Edward Pellew." 

When transmitting the above letter to the Admiralty^ Earl 

St. "lucent ex!pres8ed himself as follows :— 

" I did not think the enterprise of Sir Edward Hamilton, or of Captiun 
Campbell, could have been rivalled*, until I read the enclosed letter from 
Sir Edward Pellew, relating the desperate service performed by acting 
Lieutenant Coghlan, of the AHper cutter, on the 29th July, wluch has 
filled me with pride and admiration ; and, although the circumstance of 
his not having completed his time in his Majesty's navy operates at pre- 
sent against lus receiving the reward he is most ambitious of obtaining, 
I am persuaded the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will do all in 
their power to console him under his severe wounds, and grant him pro- 
motion the moment he is in capacity to receive it." 

On the same day, Aug. 4, 1800, his Lordship addressed 
the following public and private letters to Sir Edward Pellew : 

** Sir,— No language I possess can convey the high sense I entertain 
of the service performed by acting Ldieutenant Coghlan, Mr. Paddon, and 
the other brave fellows under his command* I request you will return 



• See Vol. I, Part II, pp. 824-827, and Vol. II, Part I, p. 290, et seq. 
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them my thanks io the most public maimer, and assure them, collective y 
and individually, that I shall be proud to take them by the hand, at any 
time, and in any place, and to tender them any service in the power of. 
Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) ** St. Vincent." 

(Private*) 
'' Dear Sir,-*-I am c[mte transported with the noble exploit performed 
by your friend Coghlan. I have taken the liberty to enclose your private 
letter to Lord Spencer, and I desire you will aoqusunt Mr. Coghlan, that I 
have directed Mr. Makepeace, an eminent goldsmith, m Searle Street, 
lincoln's Inn Fields, London, ■ to prepare a sword of 100 guineas value, 
which J will beg of yon to present to this gallant seamanji in the most 
appropriate manner. Your's most truly, 

(Signed) « St. Vincbnt.** 

On his arrival in port^ Mr. Coghlan received^ what his 

aspiring mind valued above all other gifts^ a commission, 

promoting him to the rank of Lieateuant, and confirming him 

in the command of the Viper, although he had then served 

only four years and a half in the navy. On the 9th Nov. 

following, we find him addressing a note to H. R. H. the 

Duke of Kent, a copy of which we shall now lay before 

our readers : — 

" Lieutenant J. Coghlan, commander of H. M. cutter Viper, in the 
most respectful and humble terms, entreats the liberty of approaching 
your Royal Highness, on having fortunately recaptured the Diamond 
transport, on board of wluch were your Royal Highnesses baggage and 
horses, from Halifax ; and that he may mark the high respect he feels 
for your Royal I^ghness's person, he has, on his return from sea yester- 
day, given directions to his agent at Falmouth to deliver the baggage and 
horses, free of salvage, to whoever may be sent to take charge of them ; 
and he most earnestly implores your Royal Highness's permission to lay 
this humble tribute of respect at your feet, as the only means he can ever 
flatter himself with having, to evince his lively gratitude and high venera- 
tion for the very singular and generous instance of his most gracious 
Sovereign's goodness towards him, by granting him the honor and per- 
mission, by his gracious order in council, to bear the rank of a lieutenant 
in his navy, before he had completed his regular time of servitude.*^ 

To this offer. Lieutenant Coghlan received the following 

answer : 

'' Kemngton Palace, I2th Ntw. 1800. 
*' Sir,— I am commanded by H. R. H. the Duke of Rent, to acknowu 
ledge your letter of the 9th instant. The very handsome terms in which 
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you hav6 expressed yourself on the foituoate re-capture of tlie ptamond 
transport, by the Viper cutter, under your command, is most warmly 
acknowledged by his Royal Highness, who, unwilling to deprive the* sea- 
men of the reward so justly due to their vigilance and activity, and there* 
fore feeling it incumbent upon him to decline any offer to your and their 
disadvantage, is as forcibly impressed with a high sense of the obligation 
conferred, as if your generosity had been accepted. His Royal Highness 
has much pleasure in assuring 3rou, that your name has not been unknown 
to him, having himself been present at the council, when your meritorious 
conduct received such an honorable mark of approbation from his Majesty^ 
before whom, it is the intention of H. R. H. to submit this fresh proof of 
your activity in his service^ and attachment to his ftunily and peiisoii. I 
have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) James Willouohbt Gordon, Aid-de-Camp and Secretary." 

On the Ist April^ ISPl^ lieutenant Coghlan captured le 

Heirog P^epchbrig prwateer^ of 14 guns and 73 i^en. The 

following is an extr^c^ of a letter from Sir £d\f ard Pellew 

)p ]bhe H(N3. Adpiiral Cornwallis^ dated off Rochefort, Aug, 8^ 

.1801:- 

. '5 The Viper is just returned from driving into Bourdeaux the ship cor^ 
yette Tapageur of 16 guns, after some firing, and would have taken her, 
had she not, in a dastardly manner, nin into port.'* 

Another dashing action on the part of Lieutenant Coghlan 
is thus described by Sir Edward^ in a letter to the com- 
mander-iii-c^ief^ dated^ Sept. 10^ 1801 :— - 

^' Having sefit I|f|i|eutei^ant Coghlan^ by signal, in the Vipep, to intercept a 
convoy passing fr9p Pertuis Breton to Sable d'OUone, I cannot, injustice 
to hiip, opoit iipidsinga report of his gallant conduct, although his endea- 
vours were ^9f( prowned with the success they merited. 
. " Pa hi^ apppach to Sable d'Ollone he had cut off a loaded sloop apd 
4rovf| ja bfig on sho/e ; bu^t on his boat going to t^e possession, a large 
(fiming, |wo sclvooners of 12 guns each, and two luggeni of 10, started 
from Sable.d'Olloj^y to cut o£f Lis boat : upon which he recalled hpr, and 
stood di^t towards the enemy, making the gun-brig his par^ular object. 
After bearing th^ fire for some time, they all piit their heads in shore : 
the gun«bn|g lay tOj, upon which he closed, within pistol-shot, and in ten 
mmules she viras glad to bear up^ and run aground in the surf; after 
which he .drpv/e the other four vessels before him into port again. The 
mnd blowing strong off shore, and the| tide flowing, the brig, mounts 
ing 15 guns, and having on board 100 men, was agun got off. The 
\^per received some 24Upoiuider ahot in her hull, had one man killed, and 
one wounded.^' 

The Viper was put ont of commisfiion, at Plymouth^ Oct« 
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^, 1801 ; and Lieutenant Coghlan remained unemployed 
till the spring of 1802, when he was appointed to the Nimble 
cutter, and ordered to cruise for the suppression of smug- 
gling. In the course of the same year he received a highly 
gratifying communication from his native city, of which the 
isubjoined is a transmpt : — 

** Cork, June, 1802. 
** Sir, — A club of gentlemen associated in this town^ under the title of 
the Scotch Corporation, did themselyes the honor, on the 4th of last June, 
of unanimously electing you an honorary Member of their Society ; and 
have accompanied that marie of their esteem with a piece of plate^ inscribed 
^vith your name : they would feel highly gratified in being enabled to present 
this for your acceptance at Cork ; but should your professional duties, 
which you have hitherto performed so much to your own and your Coun- 
try's honor, deprive them of an early opportunity of fulfilling that wish, I 
am desired to inform you, that it shall be transmitted to any place of your 
appointment, where it may be most likely sooner to meet that hand, whose 
gallant exertions have excited so much admiration. I have the honor to 
be, with respectful sincerity, &c. 

(Signed) ** B. Cooklan, Secretary.'* 

In addition to the above civic reward *^ a Court of Doyer 
hundred, held for the city and county of Cork, Aug. 4, 18(KI," 
unanimously agreed to admit Lieutenant Coghlan '' a freC'^ 
man at large, for his gallant service, performed on the night 
of July 29, 1800/' His promotion to the rank of Commander 
took place. May 1, 18i04 ; on which occasion he was appoint- 
ed to le Renard, a flush-deck ship-sloop, then at Jamaica^ 
mounting 16-eighteen-pounder carronades and 2 long sixes, 
with a complement of 121 officers, men, and boys. ' 

On the 20th Mar. 1806, being then mlat. 2P-14^ N. and 
long. 71^-30^ W., Captain Coghlan discovered and made sail 
after a ship to leeward, v^hich he soon perceived was an enemy's 
cruiser preparing to receive him. At 2-20 P. M« she opep-r 
ed her fire upon, le Renard, but not a gua was returned ])y 
th,e latter until within pisj^ol-shot, at which distance Captain 
Coghlan placed her on the stranger's weather bow, when a fire 
commenced that reflects infinite pridse on the officers who 
durected it ; for at the end of 35 minutes the enemy was seen 
to be in flames, and in 10 minutes afterwards she blew up 
with a dreadful eacplosion. - • < 
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'' Every possible exertion was now made/' says Captain Ooghlaa, ''Id 
get oat the only boat that could swim to the relief of the few brave but no* 
fortunate survivors, who had just before so gallantly defended themselves, 
und were now seen all around, on the scattered remnants of the wreck, in a 
mangled and truly distressing state; and it is with pleasure I add, that of 
the few who escaiped the flames, 55 in number, not a man was drowned. 

" The ship proved to be le General Emeuf privateer, late his Miyesty's 
sloop Lily, commanded by Mons. Paul Gerard Pointe, seven days from 
Basse-terre, Guadaloupe, carrying 18 twelve-pounder carronades and 2 long 
guns, with a complement of 160 men, 31 of whom were soldiers, going to 
cruise for the homeward-bound Jamaica fleet *• 

** The enemy's loss was great before the melancholy scene that put an 
end to the action, she having between 20 and 30 men killed and wounded ; 
the second Captain and one Lieutenant are the only surviving officers : 
mine is inconsiderable* 9 men only being wounded, some slightly, I hope 
none dangerously. Our suls, running and standing rigging, have suffered 
much, the enemy's fire being principally directed against them ; this ship 
cruised with great success against the trade of his Majesty's subjects, har- 
ingmade six valuable captures during her former cruise." 

At the commencement of the above action^ Mons. Pointe 
hailed le Renard and ordered her to ^^ strike ;*' upon hearing 
which Captain Coghlan took his trumpet, and coolly replied^ 

" Aye ! 1*11 strike^ and d d hard too, my lad, directly." 

As a reward for amply fulfilling this promise^ the following 
conmiunication was made to him as soon as he returned to 
Jamaica : 

'' Sir,^£nclosed I have the honor to transmit you a copy of the resolu* 
tions of a numerous meeting of this city and parish, held here this day, at 
the court-house. 

*' In performing-this duty, in conveying you the sentiments of the inhab- 
itants at large, permit me to add the pleasure it gives me in fulfilling 
their wishes. I have the honor to be. Sir, &c. 

(Signed) ** John Jacques, Mayor of Kingston, May 6, 1805." 

(Enclosure.) 

** Resolved, that this Meeting, duly impressed with the essential services 
rendered to the commercial interest of this island by the exertions of the 
commander of H. M. sloop Renard, his officers and men, during their late 
cniise, whereby it appears that they have destroyed a vessel of great force, 
belong^ to the enemy, fitted out at Guadidoupe, expressly for the por^ 
pose of annoying our homeward bound trade ; and in order to shew our 
grateful sense of the same : 

* The I^ly had been taken by a vessel of superior force, on the Halifax 
station, July 15, 1804 : she then mounted only 16 guns. 
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** Resolved tinaoiinoiisly, that the tliankB of this meeting be given to 
Jeremiah C!oghIan« Esq. commander of H. M. sloop Kenard, his officers 
uid men, for their actinty in bringing to action and destroying the priva^ 
teer ship of war General Emouf, mounting 20 guns, with a crew of 160 
men, 30 of whom were soldiers of the line, commanded by a Lieutenant of 
the garrison at Guadaloupe. 

*' Resolved, that the Mayor be requested to communicate the foregoing 
to Captuin Coghlan, io behalf of the Meeting. 

(Signed) . ''John Jaques, Mayor." 

On the 11th Oct. following^ Captain Coghlan captured la 
Bellone privateer^ of 4 guns and 50 men ; and on the 28th 
May^ 1806^ la Diligente^ a national brig, hauled down her 
colours to le Renard, without attempting the least resistance^ 
although mounting 14 long 6-pounders and 2 brass 36-pounder 
carronades, with a complement of 125 men. When taken 
on board le Renard, the French commander^ Mons. Vincent 
Thevenard, was struck with the smallness of that vessel^ and^ 
with much sang froid, he requested permission to return to 
his late brig, that he might try his skill in fight, which of 
course, Captain Coghlan laughed at. He then, with equal 
gravity, solicited a certificate, siting, that he had not acted 
cowardly : — Captain Coghlan replied — ^^ No, I cannot do 
that ; but I will give you one^ that shall specify you have 
dieted prudently !" 

Captain Coghlan's next appointment was, about Aug. 1807i 
to the Elk brig, of 18 guns, in which he captured the Spanish 
letter of marque Posta de Caraccas, Oct. 19^ 18Q7 ; suid the 
French privateer Harlequin, Feb. 12, 1808; both of these 
were fine schooners^ the former having on board 24,000 dol- 
lars in specie, and a cargo of leather and bass rc^e, from Cam- 
peachy, bound to the Havannah. 

During the whole time that Captain Coghlan commanded 
the Elk^ a period of nearly four years, he was employed as 
senior officer of a light squadron stationed at the Bahamas for 
their protection^ a service which he conducted with his usual 
activity and success. While thus engaged, he received two 
more testimonials of public approbation :— 

** Gavemmera H&use, Nassau, New Providence, 26th Oct. 1808. 
'' Sir,— Ihave the honor to inform you» that I have it m coatijeniplatiQii 
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tb ATail myself of his Majestj^s lyermission ta retiiin to England^ in a few 
Amyii ; and I cannot qnit this colony without expressing to yon my Unudts 
fbt the seal and activity which you bare manifested for the protection and 
welfare of these islands, since you have been on this station : allow me 10 
add my personal acknowledgments for your invariable kindness and atten- 
tion to myself, and to assure you, that I have the honor to be. Sir, &c. 

(Signed) " Charles Cameron, Governor. ** 

" To Jeremiah Coghian, Esq. S^. fyc. 6fC.^* 

*' GovemmefU House, Nassau, Qth May, 1811. 

•' Sir, — Your Itite promotion having rendered the probabiKty of your 
return to these islands very remote, permit me to say, that, in your de- 
parture, the public, as well as individuals, will sustain a very serious loss, 
because, during the whole period of your command within these islands, 
'3ron have not only attended more particularly to their defence and the 
protection of their trade, bnt have at all times readily ac(;ommodated 
yourself to the wishes of individuals, as far as a due regard to your doty 
would permit. I have the honor to be. Sir, &c, 

(Signed) " W. V. Munnings, President." 

^* To Jeremiah Cofhlan, Esq. 

Commander of H. M. sloop Elh." 

Captain Coghlan^s post commission was signed at the Ad* 
mirtlty, Nov. 27, 1810 ; but it will be seen, by the date of 
the President's letter, that he remained in the Elk for more 
fhan five months after his promottion. We dext find him 
commanding the Caledonia of 120 guns, bearing the flag of 
Sir Edward PeUew, on the Mediterranean station. His ap- 
'pointment to that ship* took place, Sept. 30, 1 812. 

In Aug. 1813, Captain Coghlan volunteered to lead a de- 
tachment of marines to the attack of fite heavy batteries, 
defending the bay and town of Cassis, a place situated be- 
tween Tbtdbn and Marseilles. The heroic manner in which 
he conducted himself on that occasion, and the successful 
result of the enterprise, have been stated at pp. 353—355 of 
Suppl. Part I. 

Although a scatcity of seamen prevented the Toulon fleet, 
as a body, from msiking any serious attempt to put to sea 
during the year 1813, large divisions of it frequently came 
out to inanoeuvre, but only when the wind was fdvorable for 
returning into port. 

At the latter end of October, Sir Edward PelleW was blown 
off his station by a succession of hard gales, whicli lasted 
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eight days ; and it was not till' the evening of Nov.' 4, that 
the inshore squadron^ under Captain (now Sir Henry) Heatb- 
cote, arrived oflF Cape Sicie. On the 5th, at 10 A. M., the 
French commander-in-chief, Count Emeriau, was seen getting 
Under weigh, with fourteen ships of the line, and seven frigates ; 
the wind then blowing strong from E. N. E. and the main 
body of the British fleet just hove in sight, standing under 
close-reefed top-sails, to reconnoitre the blockaded port. 

At 11-80, just as the ehemy^s advanced squadron, of five 
sail of the line and four frigates, under a Rear- Admiral, had 
got outside of Cape Sepet, the wind suddenly shifted to N. 
W., which unexpected occurrence permitted Sir Edward Pel- 
lew to hope that the ships under Captsdn Heathcote would 
be able to bring them to action. 

At 34 minutes past noon, that officer succeeded in getting 
near enough to open his fire upon the French rear, and he 
continued to engage them, on opposite tacks, for about half 
an hour ; his ship, the Scipion 74, being well supported by 
the Mulgrave, Pembroke, Armada, and Pomp^e. 

At one o'clock, the Caledonia stood in shore, athwart 
hawse of the Scipion, and immediately opened her power- 
ful broadside upon the Wagram of 190 guns, bearing the 
French Rear-AdmiraFs flag : the Boyne and San Josef like* 
wise got into action with that immense ship ; but unfortu- 
nately neither of these three-deckers could fetch her, owing 
to the vnnd heading them as they approached Point St. Ma^-^ 
guerite. 

Having reached ^he wake of the Wagram, the Caledonia 
wore, and hove to on the starboard tack, continuing her fire 
xin^ the enemy got completely out of gun-shot. In his 
oMdal report of tins skirmish, Sur Edward Pellew says : 

** Had the body of the fleet been more advanced when the change of 
wind took place (at 1 1*^ A. M.)» I am confident we should not only have 
brought the enemy to close action, but every ship we had weathered would 
have been our reward, although they had not been abo?e a league eatl^ 
waid of the port, and always imder cover of their batteries. 

'' The casualties are too trifling to mention, were it not for the wounda 
of two fine young officers. Lieutenant Clarke, R. M. and Mr. Cuppage, 

X 2 
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sigiial-iiiidBliipiiiao of tlie Sab Joeeff who eadi lost ai^g by one mihnkf 
shot'' 

The other casualties on board the ships engaged in th^ 
above s&ar, and the damages they sustained^ were but 

trifling: — 

Caledoma. — ^three mtm slightly wounded ; one shot through her mun- 
mast, and 3 or 4 in hdr hull ; a shroud and some backstays cut, and her 
launch and baige d«troyed. San Joief^ bearing the flag of Sir Rich-* 
ard King,— 2 men slightly wounded. Bwfne^ Captain Oeme Burltoo,-' 
1 man slightly wounded. Pcmpdct Captain Sir James AtUol Wood,— 2 
meo sMghtly burnt by accident. Sdpum^^l man killed by accident, and 
another slightly wounded. Armada, Captain Charles Grants— escaped 
without any loss, but her launch damaged by a shot which passed througb 
that boat and lodged in the booms* Mulgrave, Captiun Thomas James Ma- 
ling,— no loss or damage. Pembroke, Captun James Brisbane,-^ men 
slightly wounded ; part of her wheel carried away by the first French shoe 
that took efiect. Of the loss and damage sustained by the enemy we can- 
not speak with any degree of certainty. 

No chance of a general action now remdning^ as the 
strengh of the Toulon fleet continued to be lessened by send- 
ing €& draughts of men to Napoleon's armies^ Captain Coghlan 
exchMiged into the Alcmene frigate^ and soon after captured 
la Fleche French national schooner^ of 12 guns and 99 men^ 
proceeding from Tbulon to C!orsica with 24 soldiers. On the 
11th Aprils 1814^ he assisted at the capture and destructioa 
of an enemy^s convoy which had run ashore under the bat- 
teries of Port Maurice, in the Gulf of Genoa> a service already 
described in our memoir of Sir James Brisbane *, an extract 
of whose official letter, acknowled^g the assistance he re- 
ceived from his brother captains, will be found at p. 118 of 
SuppL P^t I. 

A day or two after the performance of this service, the 
Alcmene and her consorts, under Captain Brisbane, met Sir 
JBdward Pellew, and proceeded with the fleet to Genoa, ofl? 
which place this formidable reinforcement arrived just after 
the enemy had been driven Irom the whole of the sea-line 
without the walk by the Anglo Sicilian flotilla, and the gun» 
of all the batteries turned upon those within by the seameo 

• ScQ Vol IL ftut I. p. 409. 
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«iil marines of Sir Josias Rowley's squadron. The pro- 
gress thus made by the small naval force under tliat excel- 
lent oflBcer rendenng the co-operation of the fleet imneces- 
8ary« Captiun Coghlan's orders to land at the bead of a de- 
tachment of seamen were countermanded, and in tbe evening 
of the same day the besieged fortress surrendered* 

We next find CaptaLa CogUan assisting at the occupation 
of Corsica^ and in establishing Major-General MontreRor as 
provisional governor of that idiand *• During the war witb 
Murat, in 1815, he was sent to the bay of Naples, under the 
orders of Captain Robert Campbell^ by whose authcMity he 
negociated with the then existing government for tiie sur- 
render of the naval arsenal and two line-of-batde ships, the 
Joachim and the Capri, then lying in the mole. 

On the 20th May, 1815, the squadron off Naples was 
joined by Lord Exmouth, who had made arrangements to co- 
operate with, an Anglo-Sieilian army, under the command of 
lieutenant-General Macfarlane : on the following day, how- 
ever, a military convention was negociated at Teano, by 
wbich the imperialists and their allies were to have been 
placed in possession of the Neapolitan capital on the 23d ; 
but the popular feeling bad by that time so strongly mani- 
fested itself against Murat, that he fled from the city in dis- 
guise, leaving the government in the hands of his wife, and 
of the General-in-chief, Baron de Carascosa : the former 
sought the security which had been assured her on board a 
British man-of-war ; and the latter sent to the Austrian com- 
mander, requesting that he would prevent the misfortunes with 
which the capital was menaced, by entering it immediately. 

In consequence of the disturbances which broke out at tbis 
period. Captain Cc^hlan landed at the head of about 500 
marines, marched to a square where the rioters were drawn 
up, and was on the point of dbarging them with the bayonet 
when they thought proper to submits He then took posses- 
sion of all the forts, established hiniseU in the castle of St. 
Elmo, a>nd assisted the civic guard in preserving tolerable 
tranquillity until the 23d, when Prince Leopold, of Si/nrlf 

^ See Vol. II. PUrt I; p. 410. 
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entered at the head of the Imperial troops, in the midBt of 
general acclamations. 

The Joachim and Capri were afterwards conducted to 
Malta by the Alcmene, which frigate Captain Coghlan paid 
off^ at Deptfordy in Nov. 1815. He at present commands 
the Forte 44^ on the South American station. 

This gallant and zealous officer married Mrs. Marshall, 
widow of Captain John Marshall^ R. N. and daughter of 
GbarlcB Hay^ of Jamaidt, E^q. a connection of the Errol 
femily. His nephew^ Fnmcis Rogers Coghlan^ is a Lieute- 
nant R. N. 

jigeut'^ohn P. Muspratt^ Esq. 



THOMAS FRANCIS CHARLES MAINWARING, Esq. 

This officer was made a' Lieutenant by Sir Roger Curtis, at 
the Cape of Grood Hope, in 1800 ; from which period we find 
i&ax successively sening under Captains William Hotham^ 
Lord Mark Kerr, and Thomas Dundas ; in Ute Adamant 50, 
Fisgavd 88, and Naiad of similar force j on the Cape, Chan- 
nel^ and Mediterranean stations. In the latter frigate he 
witnessed the defeat of the combined fleets ofF Cape Trafal- 
gar } and afterwards assisted in rescuing one of our dismasted 
ships from destruction *. His commissi(m as a Commander 
bears date Jan. 31, 1806. 

Cf^ytain Mainwaring's first appointment was, to the Tarta* 
ru8 sloop, fitted as a fire-ship ; and in Aug. 1807^ he ap- 
pears to have been charged with the landing of the troops 
under Sir Arthur Wellesley (now Duke of Wellington) in 
Wibeck bay, preparatory to the investment of the Danish 
capital. 

Early in 1808, Captain Mainwaring was aj^inted jpro 
tempore, to the Vanguard 7^9 which ship was the first of her 
dass diat ever wintered in the Baltic. He retained the com- 
mand of her uatU June following, aild then rejoined the T^r- 
taras. 

• See Vol. 11. ?9xt I. p. 149. 
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In 1810^ we find ths^t sloop sinking two Fr^cb privateers^ 
off PiUau ; after which Captain M ainwaring conveyed Gus- 
tavus^ the ex-King of Sweden^ from Riga to England, under 
circuqustances particularly difBjCult and singular ; for which 
service he was promoted to post-rank, Nov. 27^ in the same 
year. During the last two years of the war^ he commapded 
the Royal George a first rate, on the Mediterranean station. 



WILLIAM HENRY BYAM, Esq. 

This officer is the x)nly son of Lieutenant Edward Byam, 
R. N. who aerved under Rodney on the glorious 12th April, 
1782^ and shortly afterwards perished in la Ville de Paris, 
the lai^est cAiip that had then ^ever been taken from the ene<p 
my. His mother was the daughter of William Guntfaorpe, 
of the island of Antigua, Esq. The Byams are descended 
ham an ancient Somersetshire family, whose estates weve 
confiscated by Cromwell, in consequence oi their attachment 
to Charles I. Their paternal ancestor was one of four bro- 
thers who took up arms in support of the rojral cause ; three 
of whom fell at the decisive and welU^puted battle of Nase^ 
by (164i5). After the restoration of Charles II. the surviving 
brother was appointed Governor of Surinam $ and subse- 
quently Ci^^n-General of all the Cwibbee Islands. Captaia 
Byam's great-grandfatber, the Hon. l^dward Byam, Governor 
of Antigua, married Lydia, widow of Samuel Martin, of 
Green Castle, in the same island, Esq. and only daughter of 
Colonel John Thomas, of whom mention is made in our me- 
moir of Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Byam Maitin. 

Mr. fFilliam Henry Byam, was bom in London, Feb. 
17) 1776 ; and he entered the naval academy at Portsmouth^ 
about Sept. 1789, under the patronage of the *late Sir Henry 
Martin, Bart, a descendant of the above mentioned O>lonel 
John Thom^, and at that time Comipissipner of Portsmouth 
dock-yard *. 

* See Vol. h Part II, note • at p. 491. 
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On the 6th Nov. 1793^ Mr. Byam was discharged ifito 
the Europa 50^ bearing the broad pendant of Commodore 
Ford^ under whom he served at the capture of Jeremie, Cape 
Nichola Mole^ and Port-au-Prince^ in the island of St. Do- 
mingo^ Sept. 1793^ and June 1794*. His promotion to the 
rank of Lieutenant took place Nov. 6, 1795 ; on which occa- 
sion he was appcnnted to the Irresistible 7 Ay Captain (now 
Sir George) Martin^ then about to sail for the Leeward 
Islands, in company with a large naval and military force, 
under the orders of Rear-Admiral Christian and Sir Ralph 
Abercromby, the failure of whose attempt to get clear of the 
British channd has been noticed at p. 296 of Suppl. Part I. 

In Jan. 1796, lieutenant Byam removed to the Vengeance 
74, Captain Thomas Macnamara Russell ; by whom he was 
entrusted with the command of a detachm^it of seamen 
landed to co-operate with the army at the siege of St. Lucia f : 
he likewise assisted at the capture of Trinidad ; and again 
commanded a party of seamen on shore at the unsuccessful 
attack of Porto Rico, in 1797 %• 

Lieutenant Byam's next appointment was, Oct. 1799, to 
be first of the Hornet sloop. Captain John Nash ; in which 
vessel he was very actively employed on the Leeward Islands' 
station during the remainder of the war. From Aug. 180B, 
until Jan. 1804, he appears to have served as senior Iiea« 
tenant of TAfricaine frigate, commanded by Captain (now 
Rear-Admiral) Manby §• 

At the commencement of the latter month. Lieutenant 
Byam joined the Courageux 74, bearing the flag of Rear- 
Admiral Dacres, and then on the point of sailing with a 
large fleet of merchantmen bound to the West Indies. Four 
days after her departure from St. Helen's, the wind, which 
had hitherto been fair, shifted to the S. W. and between the 
15th and 28th Jan. it blew one of the most tremendous galea 
ever experienced, dispersing the convoy, and reducing the 

^* See Vol. I, Part II, p. 505, and note f at p. 805 et seq. 

f See Vol. I. Part I. note f at p. 134. 

X See id, note at p. 112 et seq. 

§ See Vol. IL Part I. p. 208. 
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flag'Ship to a mere wrecks thereby compelling her to bear up 
for Plymouth^ where she arrived with the remnant of her 
scattered charge^ on the 1st of February. 

The Courageux requiring to be docked^ Rear-Admiral 
Dacres then hoisted his flag in the Franchise frigate^ and 
prosecuted his voyage in that ship^ accompanied by the sub- 
ject of this memoir^ whom we shortly afterwards find coul- 
manding the Osprey sloop^ on the Leeward Islands' station : 
his commission as a Commander bears date Sept. 4y 1804. 

Captain Byam's next appointments were^ Dec. 1^ 180^ to 
the Busy^ of 18 guns ; and Oct. 1805^ to the Bermuda^ a brig 
of similar force : the latter vessel was wrecked on the Memory 
Rock^ Little Bermuda^ April 22, 1806. He subsequently 
commanded the Opossum, of 10 guns, at Surinam, Halifax, 
Jamaica, and the Caribbee islands: his post commission 
bears date Jan. 24, 1811. In the course of that year the 
TThetis frigate, then under his command, had 7 midshipmen^ 
the derk^ and 73 of her crew carried off by the yellow fever. 

Although Captain Byam never had the good fortune to 
meet with an hostile vessel of equal force to his own, we are 
informed that he always cruised with considerable success 
against the enemy's privateers and merchantmen. The last 
service he performed, was that of escorting home a very valu- 
able Jamaica fleet, at the commencement of the late war 
between Great Britain and America, for which, he received 
the personal thanks of Lord Melville, who happened to be at 
Chatham when the Thetis arrived there. We should here 
remark, that very great anxiety had been felt for. the safety 
of ibis convoy, as it was known that our newly declared 
enemy had sent out a strong squadron, under Commodore 
Rodgers, purposely to intercept it *. 

Captain Byam married, Oct. 11, 1813, his first cousin^ 
Alicia, daughter of the late Hon. Anthony Wyke, one of the 
Members of H. M. Council for Montserrat, and Judge of the 
Vice-Admiralty Court of that island. 

jigent.'^ohDL Chippendale, Esq. 



• See Vol. n. IHurt II. p. 626. 
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ROBERT CLEPHANE, Esft, 

Brother to the Ute Major-General David Clephane^ M.P. 
for the shire of Kinross. N. B. 

.This . officer, received his first commission early in 1/93 ; 
and was wounded when serving as senior Lieutenant of the 
Courageu2^ 7 Ay iajb the capture of four French line-of*battle 
ships, by the squadron under Sir Richard J. Strachan, Nov. 
4, }8D5* : hi9 promotion to the rank of Commsmder took 
j^aice Dec. 24 in the same year. 

Captain Clep}iai>e's subsequent appointnients were^ about 
Mar. 1807; to the C)iarles tired armed vessel; Qct, fo^ow- 
ing, to the NautUus a new l)rig of the Ifirgest class ; and, 
Aprilj 1808^ to the^^com^ an l£l-gun ship-sloop^ in which he 
remained until posted, Fe)). 14, 18U- The Charges w^ 
princ^>^y enoployed in the Baltic, and the Acorn, on tl^e 
Mediterranean station f. 

The subject of this bnef sketch died at Inveresk, N. Q. in 
1827- 
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JOSEPH PACKWOOP, Esq. 

* ■ ■ 

: ThiB oflicer Is a native of Bermuda. He first entered the 
jUMry as ft midshipman on hoard the Virginia firigate, under 
the lauspiceB of her captain, the la^e Sir John Orde; and 
«hdrfly afterwards witnessed the capture and destruction of 
aa American fleet in the Fenpbscot river |. During the siege 
of Charlestown, in South Carolina, he had the misfortune to 
lose an arm, by a shot from Sullivan's Island §. 

After recovering firom die effects of this disaster, Mr. Padk- 
wood succesrively joined the Chatham of 50 guns, and Roe- 
back 44, botb commanded by Captain Orde, under whom he 
continued to aerve, on the American, North Sea, and Channel 

• See Vol. I. pp. 289 and 570. 
t See Captains Edward Chbthah and John DtrFF* Marklawd. 

X Sec Vol. I. Part I. p. 70. 
§ See Vol. II. IVrt I. note t at p. ^ et s^q. 
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Stations^ untilthe peace of 1783 ; when he was placed for his 
improvement at an academy abroad. . 

Having completed his education^ Mr. Packwood was next 
received on board the Camilla of 20 guns^ commanded by 
Captain J. Hutt ; from which ship he was discharged^ in 
order that he might join his patron^ who was th^h Governor 
of Dominica^ and by whom he was appointed to the cp^mai^d 
of the colonial brig belonging to that island : in her^ we fihd 
him present at the reduction of Martinique and Guadaloupe^ 
by the naval and military forces under Sir John Jervis and 
Sir Charles Grey. 

In 1796, Mr. Packwood obtained a Lieutenant's commis- 
sion, appointing him to the Perdrix 22, Ci^ptain William C. 
Fahie. He subsequently served in the Matilda 24, Captain 
Henry Mitford, and the Cesar 80, Captain Sir James Sau- 
marez, in which latter ship he continued until the peace of 
Amiens ; and consequently bore a part in the battle off Alge- 
ziras, July6, 1801. 

Soon after the renewal of hostilities. Lieutenant Packwood 
was appointed first of t^ Dipn^edf j5Q, . be^ng the flag of 
Sir James Sauinarez, at Guernsey, where he continued until 
Sir John Orde obtained a foreign opmmaild, when he joined 
the latter officer, as senior Lieutenant of the Glory 98. ' 

In the spring of 1805, Mr. Packwood was ordered b^.his 
jeorly friend to act as toitnmander of the Wasp sloopY ^d 
on his leaving that vessel, her crew presented him- '^viUi a 
handsome sWord, as a token of their req>ect and atta<^iiieiii. 
His promotion to the rank of Commander took 'place Jatt^ 
22, 1806. 

In 1808, Captain Packwood received an appointment to the 
Childers brig, on the Leith station, where he captured the 
Fremskemsten Do^aisb prii^ateer, of 4 guns, . 2 swivels, and 
21 men : this vessel had recently taken a British merchant 
sloop, which he likewise possessed himself of^ His post 
commission bears date Feb. 14, 181 1 ; since w)iicl^ period he 
has not been employed. 

^^e?i^«— Messrs Goode and Clarke. 
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RIGHT HON. RALPH VISCOUNT NEVILLE. 

Second son of Henry Earl of Abergavenny, K. T. by Mary^ 
only child of the late John Robinson, of Wyke House, co. 
Middlesex, Esq, 

This officer was bom Dec. 21, 1786 ; made a Lieutenant 
Jan. 22, 1806 ; and promoted to the rank of Commander,, 
May 30, 1808. On the 6th Nov. 1809 ; bemg then in com- 
mand of the Actffion brig, off Scilly, he assisted at the cap- 
ture of le Lesard/ French lugger privateer, pierced for 14 guns^ 
with a complement of 57 men. 

The Actffion formed part of the fleet under Vice-Admiral 
Bertie at the reduction of Mauritius, in 1810 ; and Viscount 
Neville was posted into the fioadicea frigate, Feb. 16, 1811. 
His lordship married, Feb. 2, 1813, Miss Mary Anne Bruce 
Elcock, of Sloane Street, Chelsea ; and died at Boulogne, 
about May 1826. 



WILUAM FLINT, Esq. 

Received hisfuAst commission in April 1802 ; obtained the 
rank of Commander Mar. 1, 1809 1 and was made a Post- 
CuptaiuMar. 1, 1811. 

. This officer married the sister of Sir Stamford T. Raffles^ 
idiQ procured him the appointment of Harbour-Master at 
Bencoolen,^ from whence he has since removed to Sincapore,, 
as Colonial Master-Attendant. 

jlgents. — ^Messrs. Stilwell. 



JOHN WILLIAMS, Esq. 

Son of an officer who perished in the Royal George, at 
Spithead, Aug. 29, 1782*. 

Mr. John Williams was bom at Plymouth, in 1772 ; and 
made a Lieutenant in Oct. 1795 ; from which period he com- 

* See Vol. I. Pbrt 11, note at p. 450, etteq. 
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DAaoded an luftned sloop tm the West India station until 1802. 
His nesct appointment was to the Fearless gun-brig, in which 
vessel he Iiad his skidl fractured when in the act of capturing 
a Danish craft, off Copenhagen 3 he appears also to haye been 
frequently engaged with the enemy's flotilla during the siege 
of that capital, in Aug. and Sept. 1807 *• His commissiori 
as a Commander bears date Oct. 13 following. 

Toward^ the close of 1809, Captain Williams was appcnnt* 
ed to the Hound bomb-vessel, and in her he materially con- 
tributed to the defence of Cadiz, in 1810 and 1811 : bis pro^ 
motion to post rank took place Mar. 4^ in the latter year. 

Captain Williams died at Okehampton, April 12, ISSH ; 
leaving a widow and 8 children, 7 of whom were then under 
12 years of age. 



Sir THOMAS FELLOWES, Knt. 

^ Companion of the Most Honorable MUitary Order of the Bath t Knight 
of the Imperial Ruaian Order ^ Si, Anne$ Knight of the Roptd 
Spanish Order of Charles III; and a Commander of the French Legiem 
qf Honor. 

This officer is the fifth and youngest son of the late Dr. 
William Fellowes, of Bath, Physician Extraordinary to his 
present Majesty, when Prince Regent, by the eldest daughter 
of Peregrine Butler, of Dungarvon, co. Waterford, Esq. 
He is consequently brother to Sir James Fellowes, Knt. M.D. 
F. R. S. who received the honor of knighthood from our late 
monarch, for distinguished services, and was actively em<* 
ployed as inspector of hospitals to the British army, durii^ 
the peninsular war. His elder brother, William Dorset Fel« 
lowes, Esq. Secretary to the Lord Grciat Chamberlainf^ 
officiated under Lord Gwydir at the coronation of king 
George IV. and executed all the details of that solemnity. 
His eldest sister, on the same occasion, was most graciously 
selected by his Majesty to lead the rojral procession toWest* 
minster Abbey, in the character of Principal Herb Woman. 

• See Sappl. Fvn I. p. 239. 
t See Vol. II. Part II. pp. 954—961. 
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. Mt. Thomas FelUnvei was born at Mmorca, ki 1778 ; ^ttd 
he first went to sea, as a midsbipman in the Hon^ £a6t India 
Company's service^ abontthe year 1791* W6 are not ac- 
qnamted with the exact date of his-eiitiy ibto the mjA 
navy, iriit believe ii to have* been in 17^7^ cm whi<;h bcciasidil 
he iwas received on boa^d the Royal George^ si fii^t fate, beaf* 
ing the flag of Lord Bridporty eomm&ndbf-iil-^chief of the 
ehaaoely or grand fleet. 

Hie monotonons service of blockading Brei!^ harbotit itot 
being Btitable to Ms active disposition, Mt. Fellowes soon 
afterwaards obtained permission to join the Diana frigate^ 
cbmoianded by Captain Jonathan Faalknor, and employed 
as a chaniid cruiser. In that ship, he appears to have been 
entrusted with the charge of a watch, and admitted to mess 
with the lieutenants, a convincing proof of the estimation 
in which his abilities and general conduct were held by his 
superiors. We subsequently fltid him prdc<^ding to Jamaica, 
as masterVmate of the Crescent firigate ; and assisting at 
the capture of £1 Galgo, Spanish national brig, under cir- 
cumstances highly creditable to his commander, the late 
Commissioner Lobb*. 

The Crepcent being short of conunissioned officers, Mr. 
Fdlowes was appointed prize-master of £1 Galgo ; and on 
his arrival at Port Royal, he joined the Queen 98 ; from 
which riiip be was soon afterwards removed to the Sans 
P^reil 80, bearii^ the flag of Lord Hugh Seymour, corn- 
mander-in-chief on that station. In 1801 and 1802, he suc- 
cessively acted as lieutenant of the Cumberland 74, Snake 
sloop, and Camatie 74 ; the former third rate commanded by 
Caption Henry William Bayntun, the latter bearing the flag 
of Rear-Admiral Robert Montagu. 

Unfartunately for Mr. Fellowes, the peace of Amiens tocdfc 
place before he had served the established probationary term } 
and although Rear-Admiral Montagu, wi^ a delicate regard 
to his feelings, kindly offered to send him home acting in 
the Ambuscade fifigate, rather than allow him to resume th^ 

* See SuppL Ptert L p. 299. et teq, N. B. Commissioner Lobb died at 
Sbeemeas, July 28, 1814. 
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^lUMi^of a midBliitimaii on ibe Bante fitatioa, lie preferred 
Iiaving tan dischlir^^^ to ciontilninig in the serdee n^ithoat 
«iy proq>ect of pdrometion ; little itnagiiiing that hostilities 
would 80 soon be renewed^ Hie wishei^ beiiig ooinpli^d wifch 
lijF tbei Rearu Adnliral^ he immediately obtained the command 
of a West Indiamanr, and continued in her mitil sontie time 
afteir the re-commeneemmt of the war^ when we &ki ^im 
joining the Culloden 74> commanded by €aptain Ghristopher 
Cole^ and about to receive the flag of Sir Edward PeUew^ 
now Viscount Exmouth, by whoita he was successively i^ 
pointed to two^ frigates^ on the East India station! : the name 
df the.fii^st we do not remember; the other (the Comwallis) 
he was reluctantly ob%ed to leave^ through ill health, just 
as she was about to make the interesting trip of which an 
outline has been given at pp. 170-^174, of SuppU Part I^ 
' Mr. Fellowes returned home in the Hindostadl 50, and 
next jdbed the Acasta frigate. Captain Philip Braver, an 
officer of great professional and literary attainments, who 
likewise gave him the charge of a watchy and ^ith whoiii he 
oolitmued until he was at length promoted into the Bel- 
leisle 74, bearing the flag of Sir Alexander Cochrane, at the 

Leeward Islands, June 29^ 1807* 

Shortly after his advancement, Lieutenant Fellowes wds 

appointed to the Melville doop of war. Captain the Hon. 

. Jatiies W. Kihg } and in the same year he assisted at the 

eapture of the finish i^llands, together with a large fleet of 

liierciiantmeti*^ 

We next find Lietitehaht Feliowes doinmandiil^ the 
Swinger gun-brig, and assisting at the capture of I^^seada; 
on which occasion he marched into the. interior of that 
island^ with forty men under his orders, for the: purpose of 
attacking about seventy regulai" ti^bps add noHitia, 4rho bad 
tetre&ted thither aftei* making a vaifa atteiiipt to j^rfeVttrt.tljte 
firitish j^pm landing : these men having accepted the teriiis 
offered, laid down their arms and were secured by Lieute- 
nant FdKowes, ' a c^umstance not mentioned in Cf^ain 
Selby's letter, at p. 53 of this volume. 

• See Vol. I. p. 263, et seg. 
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Some lime after that eyent^ lieatenant Fellowei^ made a 
galliuit and sncceasful attempt, with two boats^ upon a Frendk 
armed ship, lying in Bay Mahout^ Guadaloupe ; the prize 
proved to be TAIert letter of marque^ mounting 6 carriage 
guns and 4 swiTels^ with a complement of 40 meny besides 
several passengers : unfortunately^ however, the captors were 
obliged to scuttle and abandon her, in consequence of getting 
a-ground under the enemy's batteries, to the fire of which^ 
and that of a large privateer, they were exposed for fourteen 
hours — their loss, notwithstanding, consisted of only one 
killed and two or three wounded ; whereas the French had 
twelve slain, and several so badly wounded that they could 
not be removed, which alone prevented TAlert from being 
set oh fire. 

While in the Swinger, Lieutenant Fellowes was often en- 
gaged with the batteries of Guadaloupe. From her he re- 
moved to the Unique brig of 14 guns and 7& men; in 
which vessel he was present-at the capture of the Sidntes, 
and most actively employed during the blockade of Bass^ 
Terre. A very gallant exploit performed by him in sight oi 
that place, is thus described by his friend Captain Beaver, 
in an official letter to Sir Alexander Cochrane, dated May 22, 
1809:— 

*' Yesterday, at seven o'clock, I discoyered a schooner at anchor close 
under one of the enemy's batteries, to the northward of Basse Terrs, 
and immediately recognized her to be one that had been examined by aad 
kept company with us for two days, under Swedish colours, from St. Bar- 
tholomew's bound to Martinique, pretending to be leaky, and wishing to 
get into the Samtes ; but who, under cover of the night, had run under 
one of the enemy's forts. 

** To punish such perfidy, I permitted, contrary to my usual custom, 
the Julia aad Unique to run under several batteries, in order to bring her 
out ; but she was found so fast on shore that we could not move her« 
Oaptain Dowers, a copy of whose letter I herewith transmit to you, sent 
lieutenant Fellowes, who commands the Unique, on shore with twenty- 
four seamen, to storm the battery and spike the guns ; which service he 
performed with great gallantry, bringing away the colours in the presence 
of five times lus own number of the enemy's regular troops, and not 
more than a mile from their hutted encampment." 
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Enclosure. 
Sir, — On our closing with the schooner, which had warped among 
the rocks, under a two-gun battery, flanked by two heavy batteries nearer 
Basse Terre, I sent our boats with one from the Unique, the whole under 
the command of Lieutenant Fellowes of that brig, with directions to land 
and storm the battery. 

** Before they got on shore, a troop of cavalry, some infantry, and an 
immense number of militia had collected in the fort ; and notwithstanding 
our people had to climb up a very steep precipice, with musketry annoy- 
ing them from every point, they charged and drove the enemy from their 
guns, spiking them, killing several men, and bringing away their arms and 
colours. Lieutenant Fellowes then formed his men and retreated to the 
boats ; but finding the schooner so fast amongst the rocks that it was im- 
possible to move her, and the fire of musketry from the bushes striking 
the boats every instant, he very properly left her and returned on board. 
The loss on our part is one officer " (a midshipman of the Julia) " killed, 
whom Lieutenant Fellowes speaks very highly of, and seven men wounded; 
our damage is some shot in the hulls, sails, and rigging, and four guns 
dismounted. I cannot say too much in praise of the coolness and de- 
termination of every officer and man on this occasion. Lieutenant Fel- 
lowes' conduct speaks for itself; we did not fire from the brigs till the ene- 
my's musketry went through our hammocks. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " Wm. Dowbrs."» 

The official report made by Captain Dowers applies only 
to the severely wounded : — the Unique's boat, being com- 
pletely riddled, sunk under Lieutenant Fellowes ; one musket- 
ball passed through the crown of his hat^ another struck the 
pike in his hand, and his jacket was shot through in two 
places ; yet, strange to say, he was the only person of the 
party that escaped unhurt. 

Previous to this affair^ the Unique had been very much 
weakened by the almost daily firing of her guns at the 
enemy's land batteries ; and as she was now become very 
leaky^ the senior officer of the blockading squadron resolved, 
although possessed of very inadequate means, to convert her 
into a fire-vessel, for the purpose of acting against two French 
frigates lying at Basse Terre. 

* Captmn Dowers, eldest son of Purser Dowers, Esq. a retired com- 
mander, obtained post rank Sept. 24th, 1814, and died at Antigua, Dec. 
26th, 1816. He was considered a most active gallant officer, and his pre- 
mature loss deeply lamented by a large circle of friends. 

SSUPPL, PART II. Y 
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On the very next day after this enterprise had been deter- 
mined upon. Lieutenant Fellowes reported his brig ready; 
but unfortunately she had been so much lightened by the 
removal of most of her stores, not only for their preservation, 
but likewise to save the trouble of constant pumping, that 
she was thereby rendered incapable of performing the ap- 
pointed service. When endeavouring to get between the 
enemy's ships and the shore, a sudden gust off the land ob- 
liged him to luff her up, almost head to wind ; otherwise she 
must have capsized, and probably all on board would have 
perished : before the sails could be again filled, he had the 
mortificaetion to find her take the ground, not far from one 
of the frigates ; and then, having no other alternative, he 
was obliged to abandon her ; first setting fire to the train, 
lest she should fall into the enemy's possession. 

Notwithstanding the failure of this attempt to destroy one 
or both of the enen^y's £fhips, the ei^plosion of the Unique 
had the good effect of rendering their commanders dissatis- 
fied with the security of the anchorage at Basse Terre :< — 
taking advantage of a dark night, they soon afterwards put 
to sea 5 but only to be captured — one, la Felicity, by the 
Latona frigate. Captain Hugh Pigot ; and the other, la Fu- 
rieuse, by Captain William Mounsey, in the Bonne Citoyenne 
sloop of war.* 

The following copy of a letter firom Captain Beaver to 
Mr. Barrow, of the Admiralty, will shew the high opinion 
that distinguished ofiScer entertained of Lieutenant Fellowes i 

'* Sir, — In reply to your letter, directing me to report, for their lord- 
ships' information, how far Lieutenant Fellowes' statement is eon«ot as 
to bis want of time to remove the victualling stores and necessaries qf 4^ 
1^ brig Unique, when byrnt at Basse Terre, Gfuadaloupe. 

** I beg leave to observe, that the order to prepfire her as a fire-vessel 
was given one day, and she was burnt the next^ which was rather a windy 
and squally day, and therefore every thing could not have been removed 
with that facility that they might had the weather been more favourable i 
it is highly probable, too, that on such an occasion. Lieutenant Fellowes* 
ardour to tit his vessel for her destined service might have been the oanse 
of his pverlookiag some stores : Ua own private property I am sure hit 
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* See mamoir of Of^taiu Tsqh as Tudoe Tdoubr. 
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never considered ; and from his asserting it, I am certain that the esti« 
inate of his losses, as Purser, is within bounds. 

*' I cannot omit this opportunity of stating to their lordships, that I do 
not know an officer of greater professional abilities, or more zeal, than 
Lieutenant Fellowes : a few days only before the Unique was burnt, he 
very gallantly landed in the face of five times his number of the enemy's 
regular troops, stormed a fort, and spiked the guns; and as he was imder 
my orders the whole time I blockaded Basse Terre, I had frequent oppor* 
tunities of witnessing and approving his gallantry, when under the batter* 
ies ; and I do most humbly beg leave to recommend him to their lord* 
ships as an officer of very uncommon merit. I am, &c. 

(Signed) " P. Beaver.'' 

Onthe 16th Sept. 1809, Lieutenant Fellowes was advanced 
to the rank of commander, as a reward for his meritorious 
services in the Swinger and Unique. On the 2d Aug. 1810^ 
he received an appointment that led to his further promotion* 

At this latter period, the French having passed the Sierra 
Morena^ had entered Andalusia in great force ; and among 
other preparations for reducing the Isle of Leon, they had 
began to equip a formidable flotilla, manned by the seamen 
originally trained to that species of service at Boulogne, and 
who had been sent from the Danube, by Buonaparte, pur- 
posely to assist at the siege of Cadiz. 

To annoy the enemy's naval force, and to retard the com- 
pletion of additional batteries at the different posts occupied 
by the army under Marshal Soult, eleven heavy Spanish 
gim-boats ware officered and manned by the British squa- 
dron at Cadiz ; ten others were constructed there under the 
directions of Sir Richard G. Keats, and nine more brought 
from Gibraltar, making altogether thirty sail, the whole of 
which were for several weeks commanded by Captain Fel- 
lowes> as appears by the following extracts of a journal 
now before us : 

" Throughout the month of Oct. 1810, the flotilla was dwly engaged 
with the enemy's batteries. On the 9th, Captain Fellowes joined us with 
a reinforcement from Gibraltar, and assumed the chief command. On 
the 11th, a large French schooner was captured under a very heavy fire 
from fort Oatalina. On the 18th, at 3-30 A. M. a brisk canoonading com* 
menccd in the direction of Rota, which proved to be Captain Fellowes 
attacking a French privateer. In the mght of the 2Sth the gon-vessel 

y2 
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commanded by Lieutenant William Style struck on the Los Corrales reef, 
by which accident a midshipman and fourteen of her crew perished : the 
remainder, were saved through the exertions of Captain Fellowes, who 
treated them with the greatest kindness. On the 31 st, the flotilla was 
stationed between Catalina and Rota, to intercept the enemy's gun-boaU 
coming from San Lucar to Port Santa Maria. 

** Nov. 1>— K>bserved one of the French vessels a-ground on the bar of 
the Guadaleto. At 10-30 A. M. the British flotilla commenced action 
with her and seven others, which^ favored by the darkness of the night, 
had eluded our vigilance, and were then lying within the bar, protected by 
fort Conception, several redoubts, and a corps of horse-artillery on the 
beach. . At 1 1, the vessel a-ground was deserted by the enemy ; and at 
1 1-30 she was boarded and destroyed, under a very heavy fire, by Gapt^n 
Rainier, commanding officer of the guard-boats, who found several men 
killed or dying on her deck. At noon the action ceased. 

" Nov. 2, — ^At day-break, discovered that a considerable number of the 
French gun-boats had taken shelter at Rota. The bombs and flotilla were 
ordered thither, but recalled in consequence of the Spaniards objecting to 
an attack, which might have proved injurious to the inhabitants of thai 
town. At 3-30 P. M., the enemy were seen through the haze, rimning 
before the wind and tide : the guard-boats and flotilla immediately went 
in pursuit* At 4, Lieutenant Leeke, of the flag-ship, was killed in an at- 
tempt to turn the headmost French vessel. At 4-10, the action became 
general, and the British were exposed to a tremendous fire from the 
shore till called ofi^, at 4-50, by signal from the admiral : At 5, the ene- 
my's rearmost vessel got into Port Santa Maria. On this occasion, the 
guard-boats of the squadron were conducted by Captain Kittoe, of the 
Milford : among the wounded on our side was Lieutenant William Hallj, 
commander of the Bouncer gun-boat. 

*' Nov. 12, — the English flotilla co-operated vnth the Spanish batteries 
in an attack upon fort Napoleon and other strong works near Matagorda. 
In the night of the 14th, the French gun-boats attempted to push past 
Puntales, and get into the Trocadero channel, but were driven back by the 
British ; some to Port Santa Maria, outside of which harbour they never 
agsun ventured ; and the rest into the San Pedro river, from whence they 
were afterwards transported overland to the marshes of the MarquiUa, be- 
low Puerto Real. 

" Nov. 15, — Captain Robert Hall arrived from Gibraltar, and hoisted 
his distinguishing pendant in the Rambler, as senior officer of the flotilla.'* 

From this period. Captain Fellowes most ably and gallantly 
commanded one half of the gun-boats until April 22, 1811^ 
when he agwi assumed the chief command, and continued to 
bold it till he was superseded in consequence of his promo- 
tion. For several months, not a day passed without seeing 
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bim engaged with the enemy. In addition to the dangers of 
this most ardaous and harassing service, he was exposed to 
very great privations in his little vessel, the Watchful, whose 
cabin for himself and a midshipman was only 7 feet long ^ud 
3 high, out of which he never slept from Sept. 1810 until 
June 1811 ! 

An attack made upon the French gun-boats at Port Santa 
Maria, Nov. 23, 1810, is thus described by Sir Richard G. 
Keats, in a letter to Admiral Sir Charles Cotton : — 

*' Observing the enemy to have collected several gun^boats in the river 
of Santa Maria, in a situation subject to bombardment ; at a proper tim6 
of the tide yesterday, I placed the mortar and howitzer boats, under the 
able direction of Captain Hall, which (whilst the Devastation, Thunder, and 
^tna bombs, with one division of Spanish, and two divisions of English gun- 
boats> under the zealous command of Captain Thomas Fellowes and Lieu- 
tenant William Fairbrother Carroll, successfully drew the attention and 
fire of fort Catalina) threw, seemingly with considerable effect, some hun* 
dred shells amongst the gun-boats and about the place of construction, 
until the wind coming m from the westward made it necessary to move 
them out. We have not yet ascertained what has been the damage or loss 
on the part of the enemy ; but we have unfortunately to lament the death 
of two highly esteemed and respectable young officers. Lieutenants Tho« 
mas Worth and John Buckland, of the royal marine artillery, whose loss 
is the theme of universal regret. Mr. Samuel Hawkins, midshipman of 
the Norge, also fell gallantly, which, with 4 Spanish and 4 English 
seamen wounded, constitutes our whole loss on a service, the execution of 
which merits my warmest pndse/' 

On the above occasion, Captain Fellowes was engaged 
with fort Catalina from 2-30 P. M. until 10 o'clock at night. 

Towards the close of the following month, a combined at* 
tack was likewise made upon the enemy's flotilla below 
Puerto Real ; the castle of Puntales at the same time engag- 
ing the forts on the opposite tongue of land^ and the bombs 
keeping Catalina in play. The action commenced at 1 P. M. 
and did not cease until all th^ French vessels there, seven* 
teen in number, were completely disabled. 

On the day after the glorious battle of Barrosa, Captain 
Fellowes greatly distinguished himself by his gallantry in 
fitorming a 4-gun battery^ surrounded by a ditch and spiked 
stockade, at the entrance of Port Santa Maria^ under a 
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heavy fire of grape from all the neighbouring works. In th6 
performance of this service, he was bravely seconded by 
Lieutenant Style, The foUo\nng is an extract of the ofli- 
dal letter in which Sir Richard G. Keats makes mention of 

this exploit:* — 

" The wind haying come off the land, and the sea much abated^ two 
landings were effected, by way of diversion, yesterday mormng *, between 
Rota and Gatalina, and between that fort and Santa Maria, mth the 
royal marines, commanded by Captain English, 200 seamen of the squad- 
ron, and 80 of the Spanish marine ; one division of which was under the 
direction of Captain Spranger, of the Warrior^ the other under Captsdn 
Kittoe : at the same time, CataRna was bombarded by the Hound and 
Thunder bombs ; and that fort and the batteries on the east side of tht 
bay were kept in check with much spirit by the gun and mortar-boatt, 
under the respective commands of Captains Hall and Fellowes. One re- 
doubt of 4 guns, near Santa Maria, was stormed by the marines of the 
Milford, led on by Captain Fottrelt; a second, to the south of the Guada^ 
leto, was taken by Captain Fellowes ; and the gims of all the sea defences, 
together with the small fort of Funtilla, from Rota (which the enemy 
evaeuated) to Santa Maria, with the exception of Catalina, were spiked, 
and the works dismantled.** 

In the performance of this highly important serviccj the 
British had one gun-boat sunk before CataQna; but their 
whole loss amounted to only 3 men killed and 13 wounded^ 2 
of whom mortally. 

Although Captain Fellowes was advanced to post rajik <» 
the 4th Mar. 181 1 ^ he did not quit Cadiz imtil June follow- 
ing, at which period he was succeeded by Captain William 
Fairbrother Carroll : from the time of Captain Hall's depar- 
ture until then, he bad been most handsomely and skilfully 
seoMided on every occasion by Captain Frederick Jennings 
Thomas, whose valuable services we shall soon have to r&r 
late. A fuller account of the occurrences at and near Cafia?^ 
during the period that Sir Richard G. Keats commanded the 
naval force there, will be given under the head of Captain 
William Henry Smyth. 

The subject of this memoir was next appointed, Feb. 1812, 
to the- Fawn, a small post-ship, in which he cruised for some 
time on the Channel station^ and subsequently escorted a 

•Mar. 6, 1811. 
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fleet of merdhantmen from Cork to Barbttdoes, On bi»arritii 
in Carlisle bay, he received a handsome letter of thanks from 
the masters of the convoy '^ for the excellent arrangements 
he niade to prevent separation, and for his very great atten- 
tion to them during the voyage." 

From Barbadoes, Captain Feltowes proceeded to the Ja- 
maica station, vrhere he recaptured several British merchant 
vessels, one of which vras the Perthshire letter of marque, 
mounting J 4 gtms, with a cargo of fish and oil. 

On the 9th Jan. 1 813, being then employed in affording pro- 
tection to the trade between Curayoa and the Spanish Main, 
Captain Fellowes recaptured a brig ; atrd finding that she had 
been taken by one of three powerful American privateers, 
which he hatd previously obliged to fiy from their rendezvous 
between Beata and St. Domingo, he immediately went in pur- 
suit of the marauder, whom, at daylight on the lOth^he discov- 
ered from the mast-head, close in with the land to the east- 
ward of Porto Cabello. A long and arduous pursuit took 
place, at the commencement of which the chace was fired upon 
by the batteries to prevent her entering the above harbour 5 
and" at 2 o'clock in the morning of the 11th, the Fawn hav- 
ing got within range, the weather being squally, and a heavy 
sea running, she was obliged to run ashore on Point Hicacos, 
where her commander and 24 men were drowned in attempt- 
ing to rieach the land. The vessel thus destroyed was the 
Rosamond, of 8 heavy guns and 105 men : when fallen in 
with by the Fawn she had on board 100,000 dollar* in specie, 
besides much raluable merchandize, the plunder of varidus 
English and Spanish vessels. Captain Fellowes shortly a& 
terwards received a letter from the Captain-General <rf the 
Catticcas, of which the following is a translf^ion :— 

•* Dear Sir,— Mr. Sitfron Cock has informed me of ycwtf aithra! at La 
Qftiara, at whiclr I am extremely pleased, and oi^ly sorry at not kAvib^ 
the pleastrre of seeing you here, widch I have so much desired. 

" This g^ernment is penetrated with the liveliest sense of gratitude for 
the zeal and ability which you have manifested in driving the enemies of 
peace and commerce from these coasts, and securing them from their 
prejudicial depredations. 

•* Confident of your seM for the general eawae, I <ale Ac llhcrty of rfei 
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questing you, if possible, to extend your cruise to the east coast of tU€ 
province of Cumana, where the insurgents have landed at a place called 
Guiaia> paralyzing commerce, and obstructing the general supplies of 
provisions sent to the island of H. B. M. and seriously affecting the inter- 
ests of his afflicted ally, the Spanish nation. 

'' Should you have it in your power to visit the capital, I shall be e^ 
tremely happy. 1 am, with sentiments of the highest consideration, &c. 

(Signed) " Domingo Monteverde.'* 

Captain Fellowes likewise received the thanks of Major- 
General Hodgson^ Governor of Cura9oa, for his "zealous and 
active exertions ;'' and the merchants of that island presented 
him with a piece of plate^ as an acknowledgment of the ser- 
vices he had rendered them. 

The Fawn was paid off in Oct. 1813, on which occasion 
her crew addressed a letter to Captain Fellowes, worded as 
follows : — 

** Sir, — It is with the deepest regrette that we have this day learned that 
His Majesty's Ship under your Command is ordered to be pud off, as it 
deprives us of a Commander, we one, and all would wish to sail vdth. 
We beg leave. Sir ! to state that your great attention to our Comforts in 
our different stations has left a grateful impression on our minds, and in- 
duces us to take the Liberty of soliciting the favour of serving in any 
Ship to which you may be appointed, we hope. Sir! that you will be 
pleased to Excuse this freedom as it proceeds from uo other motive than 
our Gratitude to a Commander we so much Esteem and Respect. We 
have the honor to be (Sir) Your Very humble Servants, 
" The Ship's Company in Geniral." 

Here follow 43 signatures. 

From this period. Captain Fellowes remained unemployed 
till Feb. 21, 1827, when he was appointed to the Dartmouth 
frigate, of 42 guns. In that ship he proceeded to the Mediter- 
ranean station, just after the conclusion of the treaty entered 
into between his Majesty and the Courts of the Tuilleries and 
of St. Petersburgh, with a view to eflfect a reconciliation be- 
tween the Ottoman Porte and the inhabitants of the Greek 
provinces and islands, where a contest had been carried on 
for several years, — marked on each side by excesses revolt- 
ing to humanity. In the course of the measures adopted to 
effect the object of that treaty, a collision, wholly unexpect- 
ed by his Majesty, took place between the squadrons of the 
contractbg Powers and the Turco-Egyptian fleet. The 
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part borne by Captain Fellowes on that occasion, and the 
result of the conflict, will be seen by the following copy of 
the British Admiral's ofl&cial letter, &c. &c, : — 

His Majesty's ship Jsia, in the Port ofNavarin *, Oct, 21, 1827. 
I have the honor to^inform his Royal Highness the Lord High Admi- 
ral, that DQy colleagues. Count Heiden and the Chevalier de lUgny, having 
agreed with me that we should come into this port, in order to induce 
Ibrahim Pacha to discontinue the brutal war of extermination, which he 
has been carrying on since his return here from his fcdlure in the gulf of 
Patras, the combined squadrons passed the batteries, in order to take up 
their anchorage, at about two o'clock yesterday afternoon. 

'' The Turkish ships were moored in the form of a crescent, with springs 
on their cables, the larger ones presenting thejr broadsides towards the 
centre, the smaller ones, in succession within them, filling up the in- 
tervals. 

" The combined fleet was formed in the order of sailing in two columns, 
the British and French forming the weather or starboard line, and the Rus- 
sian the lee line. 

** The Asia led in, followed by the Genoa and Albion, and anchored 
close alongside a ship of the line, bearing the flag of the Capitan Bey, ano^ 
ther ship of the line, and a large double-banked frigate, each thus having 
their opponent in the front line of the Turkish fleet. The four ships to 
windward, part of the Egyptian squadron, were allotted to the squadron 
of Rear-Admiral de Rigny; and those to leeward in the bight of the 
crescent, were to mark the stations of the whole Russian squadron ; the 
ships of their line closing those of the English line, and being followed up 
by their own frigates. The French finlgate Armide, was directed to place 
herself alongside the outermost frigate, on the left hand entering the har- 
bour ; and the Cambrian, Glasgow, and Talbot next to her, and abreast 
of the Asia, Genoa, and Albion ; the Dartmouth and the Musquito, the 
Rose, the Brisk, and the Philomel, were to look after six fire-vessels, «t 
the entrance of the harbour. I gave orders that no gun should be fired, 
unless guns were first fired by the Turks ; and those orders were strictly 
observed. The three English ships were accordingly permitted to pass 
the batteries and to moor, which they did with great rapidity, without any 
act of open hostility, although there was evident preparation for it in all 
the Turkish ships ; but upon the Dartmouth sending a boat to one of the 
fire-vessels. Lieut. G. W. H. Fitzroy f, and several of her crew, were 



* Navarin, the Pylos of the ancients, and the supposed birth-place of 
the venerable Nestor, is situated about 10 miles from Modon; and, con- 
sequently, near the most S. W. point of the Morea* 

t Second sou of General the Hon. William Fitzroy, of Kempston Lodge, 
Norfolk. ' 
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shot with musketry. Thi^ prodoced s defenfi? e iirtt ef mnskfitry from tlie 
Dartmouth aod la Syrene, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral De lUgiiy ; 
that was succeeded by a cannon-shot at the Rear* Admiral from one of the 
Epfyptian ships, which, of course, brought on a return, and thus, very shortly 
afterwards, the battle became general. — ^The Asia, although placed along- 
side the ship of the Capitan Bey, was even nearer to that of Moharem 
Bey, the commander of the Egyptian ships ; and since his ship did not fire 
at the Asia, although the action was begun to windward, neither did the 
Asia fire at her. The latter, indeed, sent a message, " that he would not 
fire at all," and, therefore, no hostility took place betwixt our ships for 
some time after the Asia had returned the fire of the Capitan Bey. 

'^ In the mean time, however, our excellent pilot, Mr. Peter Mitchell, 
who went to interpret to Moharem my desire to avoid bloodshed, was 
killed by his people in our boat' alongside, — whether with or without lua 
orders, I know not; but his ship soon afterwards fired Into the Asia, and 
was, consequently, efiectually destroyed by the Asia's fire, sharing the 
same fate as his brother admiral, on the starboard side, and falling te lee- 
ward a mere wreck. These ships being out of the way, the Asia became 
exposed to a raking fire from vessels in the second and third line, which 
carried away her mizen-mast by the board, disabled some of her guns, and 
killed and wounded several of her crew. This narration of the proceed- 
ings of the Asia would probably be equallyr applicable to most of the 
other ships of the fleet. The manner in whicb the Genoa and Albion 
took their stations was beautiful ; and the conduct of my brother admi- 
rals. Count Heiden and the Chevalier De Rigny, throughout, was admira- 
ble and highly exemplary. 

^* Captsun FeQowes executed the part allotted to him perfectly ; and 
with the able assistance of his little but brave detachment, saved the Sy- 
rene from being burnt by the fire vessels. And the Cambrian, Glasgow, 
and Talbot, following the fine example of Capitaine Hugon, of the Armide, 
who was opposed to the leading frigate of that line> efiectually destroyed 
tlieir opponents, and also silenced the batteries. This bloody and de- 
structive battle was contmued with unabated fury for foiu: hours, and the 
fcene of wreck and devastatfon which presented itself at its^ termination, 
was such as has been seldom before witnessed. As each ship of our op- 
ponents became effectually disabled, such of her crew as could escape 
from her endeavoured to set her on fire ; and it is wonderful how we 
avoided the effects of their successive and awful explosions. 

" It is impossible for me to say too much for the able and zealous 
assistance which I derived from Captsdn Curzon, throughout this long 
and arduous contest; nor can I say more than it deserves for the conduct 
of Commander Bajrnes and the officers and crew of the Asia, for the 
perfection with which t&e fire of their guns was durected ; each vessel in 
turn, to whieh hef bfosfdside was presented, became a complete wreck. 
His Royal Highness will be aware that so complete a victory by a few. 
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bowevcr perfect^ agtinsl an exeesshre tmrnbor, faowever indrvkliially iii- 
fierior, cannot be aequired but at a considerabie sacrifice of life ; accord- 
iDgty, I have to lament the loss of Captain Bathurst^ of the Genoa, whose 
example on this occasion is well worthy of the imitation of his survivors* 
Captun Belly commanding the ro3ral marines of the Asia, an excellent 
officer, was killed early in the action, in the steady performance of hb 
duty ; and T have to momn the death of Mr. William Snntfa, the master, 
admired fbr the zeal and ability vdth which he executed bis duty, and be^ 
loved by all (&t his private qualitiea as a man« Mr. L. S. Dyer, my secret 
tary, havin|]^ received a severe contusion from a splinter, I am deprived 
temporarily of his valuable assistance in collecting and keeping up the 
general returns and communications of the squadron : I shall, therefore, 
retain in my office Mr. F. J. T. White, his first clerk, whom I have nomin- 
ated to succeed the purser of the Brisk. I feel much personal obligation 
to the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Craddoek, for his readiness, during 
the heat oi the battle, in carrying my orders and messages to the difierent 
quarters, after my ddes-de-camp were disabled ; but I will beg permission 
to refer his Royal Highness for further particulars of this sort to the details 
of the killed and wounded, a subject which it is painful for me to dwell 
upon ; when I contemplate, as I do vrith extreme sorrow, the extent of 
•or loss, I console myself with the reflection, that the measure whicft 
produced the battle was abaolutely necessary for obtaining theUBsults eonv 
templated by the treaty, and that it was brought on eatirdy by our oppo.* 
nents. 

*' When I found that the boasted Ottoman word of honour was made a 
sacrifice to wanton savage devastation, and that a base advantage was taken 
of our reliance upon Ibrahhn^ good faith, I own I felt a desire to pumsE 
the offtndess. But it was ny doty to refndn, wid refrain I did ; and I can 
assure his Royal Highness that I would still have svoided ttns disastrous 
^xtremity,^ if other means had been open to me. The Asia, Geaoa^ and 
Albion, have each suffered so much, that it is my intention to send then 
to England as soon as they shall have received, at Malta, the necessary 
repairs for thdr voyage. The Talbot, bemg closely engaged ^th a double 
banked frigate, has also .sufllml considerably, as weH as others of thie 
smaller vessels ; but I hope their defects are not more than can be made 
good at Malta. The loss of men in the Turco-Egyptian ships must have 
been immense, as hi» Royal Hig^ess will see by tke accompanying list, 
obtained from the secretary of the Capitan Bey, which includes that of 
two out of the three ships to which iht EngilSslt diiasion was opposed. 
Captun Curzon baring preferred eontlauing to assist me in the Asia, I 
have ^ven the charge of my despatches to Commander Lord Viscount 
Ingestre, who, besides having, had a brSliant share uf the action, is well 
competent to give his Royal Highnesv t^e. Lond H^ Adttriral any fMher 
pardculan he mny require. 

(Signed) *' Edward Codrinoton, Vice-Admiral/' 
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According to the statement made by the Capitan Bey V 
secretary, the force opposed to the allies consisted of twa 
Turkish 84-gun ships^ one of which had no less than 660 
men slain ; one 76-gun ship^ whose killed amounted to 400; 
fifteen 48-gun frigates^ eighteen corvettes, and four brigs: — 
ioMt Egyptian doubled-banked frigates, of 64 guns each; 
ei^t corvettes, of from 18 to 24 guns each ; eight brigs, 
and five fire-vessels : — totaly sixty-five sail. Sir Edward 
Codrington, however, in a general order issued by him to 
the allied squadrons, four days after the battle, declares that 
the enemy had " eighty-one men-of-wary* of which number 
only one frigate and fifteen smaller vessels remained ^^ in a 
state ever to be again put to sea/' 

It appears, by a letter from Zante, dated Dec. I4th, 1827, 
that the harbour of Navarin was reconnoitred by the Pelican 
sloop on the 17th Nov., at which period there were twenty- 
nine men of war lying there, viz. '' one Turkish ship of the line, 
and four frigates, much damaged ; two frigates fit for service ; 
one of the Egyptian razees, in tolerable condition ; and five 
corvettes, eleven brigs, and five schooners, in good condi* 
lion.'' A letter from Alexandria, dated Dec. 29th, states, 
that on the 27th of that month, ^^ four frigates, eight brigs, 
and four cutters, with several transports,^' arrived there ; and 
that ^^ a ship of the line (meaning, we presume, the riiz^e) 
and two firigates had separated from them in a gale of wind :" 
there is no mention made by the Capitan Bey's secretary of 
any fore-and-aft rigged vessels. The following list will shew 
the strength of the combined squadrons, atnd the loss sus- 
tained by each ship and vessel composing them : 

British. kuied. wounded 

Asia 84 \ ^^-slnp> Captain Edward Curzon, • • ) 1 9 57 

' ^ Gommaiider Robert Lambert Baynes, 3 

Genoa 74 S Captain Walter Bathurst, > gg 33 

c Commander Richard Dickinson^ S 

Albion . . . .74, |^^P*«^ J«^ Acworth Ommanney, . . > j^ 5^ 

^Com. John Norman Campbell^ I 

Dartmouth 42, Captain Thomas Fellowes, C. B 6 8 

Cambrian ..48, Gawen WiUiam Hamilton, C. B... 1 1 
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killed, wounded 

Glasgow . . . .50^ Captain Hon. James Ashley Maude .... 2 

Talbot 28, Hon. Frederick Spencer 6 17 

Musquito 10, Comm. George Bohun Martin 2 4 

Rose 18, Lewis Davies 3 15 

Brisk 10, Hon. M^Uiam Anson 1 3 

Philomel ....10, Viscount Ingestre 1 7 

Total.... 75 197 



French. 

Syrene 60, Rear-Admiral H. De lUgny 21 42 

Scipion 74, Capitaine Milius 2 36 

Trident 74, Maurice 7 

Breslau 74, De La Bretonniere ....> 1 14 

Armide 44, Hugon 14 14 

Alcyone . . . sch., 1 9 

Dauphinoise , 1 8 

40 130 

Officers^ not included in the above number .... 3 3 



Total.... 43 133 



Russian. 

Azof 74, Rear- Admiral Count De Heiden . . 24 67. 

Gargoute 74, 14 37 

Ezekiel 74, 13 18 

Alexander Newsky 74, 5 7 

Constantine 50, 1 

Provemoy 48, 3 4 

Elena 48, 5 

Castor .48, 

Total.... 69 139 
Grand Totalr-lll killed, 469 wounded. 

' Copy of the General Order to which we alluded at p. 332. 

" H. M. S. Asia, in the Port ofNavarin, 24 Oct. 1827. 
** Before the united squadrons remove from the theatre on which they 
kave gained so complete a victory, the Vice-Admira], comroander-in-diief» 
k desirous of making known to the officers, seamen, and marines, ein* 
plpyed in them, the high sense urhich he has of thdr gallant and steady 
eonduot on the 20th instant.-^He is persuaded that there is uo instance of 
the fleet of any one country shewing more complete union of spirit and 
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action, than was exkibited by the squadrons of the three Allied Powert 
together, in this bloody and destructive battle. He attributes to the bright 
example set by his gallant colleagues, the Rear-Admirals, the able and 
cordial support which the ships of the several squadrons gave each other, 
during the heat and confusion of the battle. Such union of spirit and of 
purpose--6uch coolness and bravery under fire — and such consequent pre- 
cision in the use of their guns, ensured a victory over the well-prepared 
arrangements of greatly superior numbers : and the whole Turkish and 
Egyptian fleets- have paid the penalty of their treacherous breach of fiEutlu 
The boasted Ibrahim Pacha promised not to quit Navarin, or oppose the 
allied fleets ; and basely broke his word. The allied commanders pro- 
mised to destroy the Turkish and Egyptian fleets, if a single gun were fired 
at either of their flags ; and, with the assistance of the brave men whom 
they have had the satisfaction of commanding, they have performed thdr 
promise to the very letter. Out of a fleet composed of eighty-one men 
of war, there remain only one frigate and fifteen smaller vessels, in a state 
ever to be agun put to sea. Such a victory cannot be gained without a 
great sacrifice of fife ; and the commander-in-chief has to deplore the loss 
of many of the best and bravest men whom the fleet contained. The conso- 
lation is, that they died in the service of their country, and in the cause of 
sufifbring humanity. 

'* The commander-in-cluef returns his most cordial thanks to lus noble 
colleagues, the two Rear-Admirals, for the able manner in which they di- 
rected the movements of the squadron ; and to the Captains, Com- 
manders, Officers, Seamen, and Royal Marines, who so ^thfully obeyed 
their orders, and so bravely completed the destruction of their opponents. 

(Signed) " Edward Codbinoton." 

In a letter from Rear-Admiral De Rigny to Sir £dward 
Codrington, dated Oct. 23, 1827, we find the following pas- 
sage : 

** Allow me to take this opportunity of returning my thanks to Captain 
Fellowes for the assistance which the Syrene received from the boats of 
the Dartmouth, when, with much skill and bravery, they attacked and 
turned off the fire-ships ready to come down upon us." 

Lord iQgefitrej the bearer of Sir Edward Codrington'a des- 
patches, was conveyed to Ancona by the Dartmouth ; and 
Captain Fellowes subsequently returned home overland, tna 
Marseilles, in company witli Vice-Admiral Sir John Gore^ 
who, it is gemroUy understood, had been sent to Malta, to 
obtain further information for H. R. H. the Lord High Ad- 
miral, upon the drcumstances which led to the battle of 
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Nararin ; an event of so recent a date as to render any com^ 
ment, on our part, superfluous. 

On the 13th Feb. 1828, a few days after the meeting of 
Parliament, Captdn Fellowes was introduced to his Majesty, 
at Windsor, by the Lord High Admiral, and received the 
honor of knighthood for his gallant conduct at Navarin. He 
soon afterwards left London in order to resume the command 
of the Dartmouth, which frigate Is still employed on the 
Mediterranean station. 

The subject of this memoir was nominated a C. B. in June 
1815 : the Spanish Order of King Charles III. was conferred 
upon him April 26, 1821, as a reward for his gallant and 
zealous exertions at Cadiz, to which the safety of the inhabit- 
ants of that city was in a great measure owing : the insignias 
of the French and Russian Orders, mentioned at the com- 
mencement of this memoir, were sent to him after the battle 
of Navarin. 

Sir Thomas Fellowes married, 1st, in Nov. 1818, Kathe- 
rine Mary, eldest daughter of the late Sir William Abdy, 
Bart. Captain R. N. by which lady he had two sons and one 
daughter :— 2dly, Aug. 24, 1819, Mary Anne Catharine, only 
child of the late. Isaac Humpbrys, Esq. Colonel of the Bengal 
artillery, and Military Secretary to that Government, by 
whom he has issue two sons and three daughters. 



PITT BURNABY GREENE, Esq. 

Was made a lieutenant in Nov. 1790, and prompted tQ 
the rank of commander May 8, 1804, He commissioned the 
Foxhound, ^ new 18-gun brig, about May, 18Q7 ; ^^^ ^^^ 
attached to the fleet under Lord Gambier, in Ba8q^e Road^^ 
April, 1809.* His post commission bears date March 7i 
1811 ; at which period he commanded the Bonne Citoyenne 
corvette. In that ship h^ continued until Aug. 23, 1814. 

The fionne Citoyenne was principally employed on the 
SouUi Ameriean station ; and Captain Greene appears to hare 
carried on the duties as senior officer in the Rio de la Plata, 

« Sett Vol. I, Part I, p. d4. 
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from Dec« 1811 until superseded by Captain Peter Hey wood, 
about Sept* 1812*. He shortly afterwards sailed from Rio 
Janeiro for £ngland, with specie to the amount of half a 
million sterling onboard^ but was obliged to put into St. 
Salvador^ and heave his ship down^ in consequence of her 
having sustained great damage by running on shore between 
that poift and the Brazilian capital. 

Shortly after Captain Greene's arrival there, the United 
States' ships Constitution and Hornet likewise entered the 
harbour of St. Salvador; the former, commanded by Commo* 
dore Bainbridge, and the latter by Captain Lawrence, both 
of whom, and Mr. Hill, the American consul, laid their heads 
together, to contrive something that, without any personal 
risk to either, should contribute to the renown of their com- 
mon country : after various consultations, the following letter 
was written by Captain Lawrence and addressed to his 

consul : — 

" When I ' last snw you, I stated to you my wish to meet the Bonne 
Citoyenne, and authorised you to make my wishes known to Captaia 
Greene. I now request you to state to him, that I will meet him when- 
ever he may be pleased to come out, and pledge my honor that neither 
the Constitution, nor any other American vessel, shall interfere.*' 

To this challenge. Commodore Bainbridge added^ ^^ If 
Captain Greene wishes to try equal force, I pledge my honor 
to give him an opportunity, by being out of the way, or not 
interfering.'' 

Captain Greene's very proper reply to the challenge will 
be seen by the following copy of a letter from the British 
consul to Mr. Hill : — 

'' Fort de St. Pedro, Dec. 29, 1812. 

^^ Sir,--*! transmitted your letter to me of yesterday to 
Captain P. B. Greene, to whom the substance is directed; 
and, having received his reply, I herewith insert it verbatim. 
I am, &c. 

(Signed) ^^ Frederick Landeman.'' 

Enclosure. 
" I hasten to acknbwledi^ the favor of your communication^ made to 
inethiii morning from Mr. Hill, consul of the United States of Ameriei^ - 

• See Vol. n, Ptot II, p. 7»4. 
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t>tt the sabject of a challenge, stated to have been offered through Mr. 
HUl, by Gaptun Lawrence, of the U. S. sloop of war the He met, to 
myself, as commander of H. B. M. ship the Bonne Citoyenne, anchored 
in this port, pledging Ids honor, as well as that of Commodore Bunbridge, 
that no advantage shall be taken by the Constitution, or any other Ame- 
rican vessel whatever on the occasion. I am convinced. Sir, if such ren- 
contre were to take place, the result could not be long dubious, and would 
terminate favorably to the ship which I have the honor to command; but 
I am equally convinced that Commodore Bunbridge could not swerve so 
much from the paramount duty he owes to his country, as to become an 
inactive spectator, and see a ship belonging to the very squadron under 
his orders fall into the hands of an enemy : this reason operates powerfully 
on my mind for not exposing the Bonne Citoyenne to a risk upon terms so 
manifestly disadvantageous as those proposed by Commodore Bainbridge ; 
indeed, nothing could give me greater satisfaction than complying with 
the wishes of Captun Lawrence ; and I earnestly hope that chance will 
afford him an opportunity of meeting the Bonne Citoyenne under different 
circumstances, to enable him to distinguish himself in the manner he is 
now so desirous of doing. I further assure you, that my ship will, at all 
times, be prepared, wherever she may be, to , repel any attacks made 
against her, and I shall also act offensively wherever I judge it proper to 
do 80. I am. Sir, with great regard, &c. 

(Signed) " P. B. Grbbnb.'' 

^^ It would appear/* says Mr. James^ ^^ as if the Commo- 
dore had purposely inserted the words, ^ or not interfering/ 
lest Captain Greene, contrary to his expectation, should ac- 
cept the challenge ; for, had the two ships met by agreement^ 
the Constitution looked on without interfering, and the Bri- 
tish been the conqueror, the pledge of honour, on the part 
of both American commanders^ would have been fulfilled ; 
and can any one for a moment imagine, that Commodore 
Bainbridge would have seen the Bonne Citoyenne carry off a 
United States' ship of war, without attempting her rescue ? 
It was more than his head was worth. Where was the gua- 
rantee against recapture^ which always accompanies a serious 
proposal of this sort, when a stronger force, belonging to 
either party, is to preserve a temporary neutrality ?'** The 
Bonne Citoyenne and Hornet each mounted eighteen 32- 
pounder carronades; in addition to which the former had two 
long 9-pounders, and the latter two long twelves : the British 

• Nav. Hist. VI. 276. 
SUPPL. PART II. Z 
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sloop had, including 21 supernumeraries^ 150 officers^ meiiaiid 
boy^; the American 173: — could Captain Greene have ae- 
ce|>ted the challenge he received, we are convinced that Ae 
Tse^suU wot^Id not have been long dubious* The 3onne Ci- 
toirepne conjtinued at St. Salvador uptil Jan. 26, 1813, when 
fibe sailed from thence under the protection of the Montagu 
74 : she arrived at Portsmouth in the month of April fol- 
lowing. 

Captain Greene's son, an officer in the Hon. E. I. Com- 
|is^y's military service, died on his passage from Rangoon 
to Madras, Aug. 23, 1825, aged 26 years. 

.^len^^.*— Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son* 



JIq^. WILLIAM WALDEGRAVE. 

Fourth son of George, fourth Earl Waldegrave, by hie 
^rst cousin, Elizabeth Laura, eldest daughter of James the 
second Earl, and half sister to H. R. H. the present Duke of 

Glo«ice£iter. 

Tliis offiqer ot>taioed ^he rank of Lieutenant July 29, 1806, 
aiid icOiaiB#Q4<i^ ^ division of boats at the capture and de- 
iHtmctlail of a Frencti convoy, in the Bay of Rosas, Nov. 1, 
UXB*. On t^e ^h of the same month he arrived aJt jbbe 
AAmralty with iiesp^tches from Lord Collingwopd, aiid thnoe 
dagrs afterwards be appefurs to have hejen promoted. His 
post commiscfion bears ds^ Mar. 8, 1611. 

GaptaioL Waldegrave Wjariied, July 1812, Elizabeth, eldest 
idiMgliter lof Sapiiel WfaUbread, Eeiq. M. P. by whom be has 
seveml cbUdreii. 



THOMAS PUSKISSON, Esq. 

Pufffm^ter of the Navy. 
ttalf4)r»ttier of the Right Hon. William Huskisson, 1^ 
one of bis Majesty's Prindpal Secnetarles of Stote ; and of 
Majot-Gen^»l SaluMfil Huskisson. 

• See detain John Tailour. 



Post- CAPTAINS of 1811. 830 

This ofiScer was born at Oxley, ne^r Wolverbampton, co. 
Stafford, July 31, 1784. He entered the navy under the 
patronage of Admiral Mark Milbanke, as a midshipman on 
board the Beaver sloop of War, July 22, 1800 ; and served 
in that vessel, under the command of Captain €• B. Jones, 
on the Channel station, until Oct. 24, 1800, when we find 
him joining the Romney of 50 guns, Captam Sir Home Pop* 
ham ; with whom he proceeded to the Red Sea, where he ap* 
pears to have been employed with another midshipman, in a 
small hired brig, surveying the coast of Arabia from Mocha 
to within a few miles of Jeddah, the port of Mecca *• He 
afterwards visited various parts of India, and continued in 
the Romney till she was put out of commission, June 2, 
1803. From that period he served under Captain Georgd 
Hope, in the Defence 7^ na^ she was also paid off, in 
Dec. 1805. 

The Defience bore a very dbtlnguished part at the battle of 
Tra&lgar, on which occasion she sustained a loss of 7 men 
killed and 29 wounded : her first opponent was the Berwick^ 
French 74, and her next the San-Udefonso, a Spanish ship 
of similar force, which she compelled to surrender, and after- 
wards preserved from destruction, although totally dismasts 
ed ; — a practical proof of the benefit that might have been de* 
lived had the whole of the British fleet and prizes likewise 
anchored, agreeably to Nelson's dying injunctions. 

Mr. Huskisson next joined the Foudroyant 80, bearing 
the flag of Sir John B. Warren, in which ship he witnessed 
the capture of Rear-Admiral Linois, after a running fight 
with the London 98, and Amazon frigate. Mar. 13, 1806 f* 
On the 9th Aug. following, he was ordered to act as Lieute- 
nant of the Foudroyant ; an appointment which was con- 
firmed by the Admiralty, Nov. 16 in the same year. 

After leaving the Foudroyant, June 1807, Mr. Huskisson 
was appointed to the Prince of Wales 98, in which ship he 
performed the duty of Flag-Lieutenant to Admiral (now Lord) 
Gambler, during the operations against Copenhagen ; but un- 

• See Suppl. Part. I. p. 56. 
t See Vol. I, Part II, p. 435 et seq. 

z 2 
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fortunately the new regulations were at that time a bar to hi^ 
promotion, as he had not served a sufficient time to qualify 
him for the rank of Commander^ 

At the commencement of 1808, Lieutenant Huskisson re* 
ceived an appointment to the Hyperion frigate, then just 
commissioned ; and shortly afterwards he was ordered to re- 
pair on board the Melpomene 38, for a passage to Jamaica.^ 
with Vice-Admiral B. S. Rowley, who gave him the command 
of the Fleur-de-la-Mer schooner, and sent him to cruise on 
the coast of St. Domingo, where he rescued a gentleman 
belonging to the former island from the grasp of Christophe^ 
under whose displeasure he had fallen, and to which he would 
in all probability have been sacrificed ; as was another per« 
son, an American, under similar circumstances. lieutenant 
Huskisson subsequently visited Carthagena, on the Spanish 
Main, where, through his intercession, seven individuals were 
restored to liberty, who had accompanied General Miranda to 
that coast, and who had not seen day-light from the time 
they were made prisoners, shortly after his landing ^. 

In May, 1809, Lieutenant Huskisson heard of bis promo- 
tion, and appointment to the Pelorus, a fine 18-gun brig, sta- 
tioned at the Leeward Islands., His commission as a Com- 
mander bears date Jan. 18, 1809. 

In Oct. following Captain Huskisson assisted at the des- 
truction of a French schooner privateer, in the bight of Point- 
i-Petre, ^* under circumstances of considerable difficidty,*' 
and^ as Sir Alexander Cochrane acquaints the Admiralty, 
*' highly honorable to the parties employed.'^ The following is 
a copy of the official letter in which the performance of this 
service is detailed :— 






H. M, sloop Hazard, off St, MaryU, Guadaloupe, Oct, 17, >809. 
Sir, — Cruising ou my station blockading Point-it-Pecre, Pelorus in 
<M)mpany, at day*light this moming I observed a schooner, moored under 
the battery of St. Mary. I immediately determined on the capture or des- 
truction of her. Both sloops stood in sufficiently close to silence the bat- 
tery effectually, and cover our boats, which were despatched under the 
orders of Lieutenants Robertson and Flin, first of their respective sloops; 



* See Captain Donald Campbell. 
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sod I am happy to say they succeeded in boarding her; but as she was 
moored to the shore with a chain from the mast-head and each quarter> 
finding it impossible to bring her out, they shortly after blew her up. 

*' In justice to the officers and men emplo}'ed on this service, I cannot 
omit particularizing the very gallant manner in which they approached 
the schooner, under a very heavy fire of grape from the battery, until it 
was silenced by us, and of grape and musketry from the privateer till they 
were nearly alongside, when the enemy quitted her, and joined a long tine 
of musketry on the beach, and two field pieces, to the fire of which they 
were exposed during the whole time they were preparing to blow her up, 
at a distance of not more than ten yards. 

" The privateer had one long i8-pounder on a circular carriage, and two 
swivels ; about 100 tons, and appeared to have from 80 to 100 men ; she 
was coppered, appeared new, and left Point-2k-Petre yesterday on a cruise. 
Our joint loss has been 15 killed and wounded * ; that of the enemy must 
have been very considerable, as the shore was completely lined with mus- 
keteers, exposed to a heavy cannonade from both sloops, as well as from 
the small arms in the boats. 

" I should be very deficient in my duty was I not to mention the very 
gallant style in which Captain Huskisson of the Pelojus supported me, in 
totally destroying the enemy^s battery by a joint fire. 

" It is impossible for me to express my ideas of the very gallant man- 
ner in which Lieutenants Robertson and Flin conducted themselves on this 
occasion : they speak in the highest terms of Messrs. Brisbane and Hunter, 
midshipmen of this ship ; Mr. Ferguson, boatswain, and Mr. Scott, mate, 
of the Pelorus ; who, as well as every individual employed, were volunteers 
on the service. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " Hugh Cameron.'' 

** To Commodore Fahier 

The Pelorus formed part of the naval force under Sir Alex- 
ander Cochrane^ at the reduction of Guadaloupe, in 1810 ; 
after which conquest the subject of this memoir received an 
order from that officer to act as captam of the Blonde frigate, 
and directions to convoy home a valuable fleet of merchant- 
men. 

Captsdn Huskisson put the Blonde out of conmiission, at 
Woolwich, in July, 1810; and rejoined the Pelorus in Nov. 
following ; the Admiralty having refused to confirm his ap- 
pointment to the frigate, in consequence of the death vacancy 
which occasioned it having occurred on the Halifax station, 
and the right of appointing an officer to fill it being claimed 

* Pelorus'^2 killed, 1 mortally,-2 severely, and 3 sightly wounded. 
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by Sir John B. Warren, and admitted by their lordships, al- 
though the Captain who had died * was then proceeding to 
Barbadoes, for the purpose of placing himself under the 
orders of Sir Alexander Cochrane. 

Captain Huskisson's promotion to post rank took place 
Mar. 14, 1811 ; at which time the Pelorus was employed on 
the Jamaica station. From May 1 in the same year, until 
June 1812, he commanded the Garland frigate. At the 
latter period he was removed by Vice- Admiral Stirling to the 
Barbadoes of 28 guns, and ordered to accompany the Poly- 
phemus 64, with a fleet of merchantmen, to a certain latitude. 
Whilst thus employed he captured, after a seven hours' 
chase, the United States' revenue schooner James Madison, 
pierced for 14 guns, but with only 10 mounted, and a com- 
plement of 65 men. This fine fast-sailing vessel had been 
hovering about the outskirts of the convoy all the preceding 
day, and her commander was meditating an attack upon the 
rear of the fleet, with a view of burning as many vessels as 
he possibly could, in the course of the ensuing night. 

A few days afterwards, the Barbadoes was separated from 
the convoy in a violent hurricane, during the continuance of 
which she lost her topmasts and main-yard, and was other* 
wise much disabled. 

After refitting at Bermuda, Captain Huskisson took charge 
of three small vessels bound to Halifax, and was proceeding 
thither with 60,000 dollars on board for the dock-yard, when, 
in the night of Sept. 28, 1812, the Barbadoes and two of her 
consorts were unfortunately wrecked on the N. W. bar 
of Sable Island. There being a very heavy surf between 
them and the shore, the boats were all stove and unfit for 
service before half the frigate's crew were landed ; and at the 
end of 48 hours, there was nothing to be seen of her except 
mere fragments of wreck, with which the beach was strewed; 
happily, however, only one man perished on this disastrous 
occasion : the specie was saved by throwing it overboard, 
with a buoy attached to each of the cases. 

• Captain Qharles Woreley, of the Statira 38, whose demise took place 
at sea, Nov. 17, 18b9. 
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The vessel that escaped was ititimediaAely despatched to 

Halifax with intelligence of what had happened ; and act the 

end of 12 days Captain Huskisson and lri» cotnpaniona ttt 

misfortune were released from their tinpleasatvt situation by 

the ai^riral of the Shannon frigate^ and a schooner iS^t to 

their relief. The sentence of the courti^martial ttSterWMi^ 

held at Halifax^ to enquire into the etrcumstances atteodlng. 

the loss of the Barbadoes, was as follows t-^ 

'^ No blame is imputable t!o Captain Huskis^u, Hid offitcfrsy liad sliip^i^ 
company ; but the loss of the slup was ocoasioif^ bf the extraor^arf 
and uncertain set of the currents ; and it appears to the Court that ef epy 
exertion was used for the preservation of the stores and ppavisions^ but 
Che state of the weather precfuded every possibility of doing it : the Court 
dt>Ch therefore most fully acquit Captahi Ijfuskisson, his officetir^ antf slifp^^ 
aotOpuKf, and tkey are hersfcy mo0( Mly dcqfiiSHed acoordinjifly/' 

From Halifax, Captain Huskisson returned to England in 
the Africa' 64, a guest at Vice- Admiral Sawyer's table. His 
next appointment was, June f, 1815, to the Euryalus 42, in 
which frigate he proeeeded to cruise off Havre, where he re^ 
znained as senior officer of the squadrod eiarployisd ta wHtching 
that port and the mouth of the Seine, io prev^t the eseApef 
of Napoteon fiiiofiapdrte, until it was^ knot^ tlrnt iiitit per- 
sonage bad sufrendieted himself to the Bellerophon 74- 

On the 25th Jidy, I8I83 Captain Huskisson was again ap- 
pointed to the Euryalus^ then fitting at Chatham for the 
i^eewaid Isl&nds station^ Or die 18th Ndrv. 1819, h^ hoisfced 
a broad pendant a4 Batrbadoe^, the doittmiand of the i^widroi^ 
ih the Caribbean seas having' d^olv^d upon hixli ih con^-^ 
quence'of tlje death of tlear-Adnural Donald Campbell^ which 
had taken place at Tortola seven days before. 

On the 16th M ay^ 1820, Rear-Admiral Fabie arrived from 
Edg^and) trhea C&ptain Huskisson received cKfectic^ t9 pfo- 
eeed to iaitinea, utA pkice himself under the consmand of Ms 
fiiend ar Hotae Popham. On the With •^utie, o*ity right 
days after his arrival at Port Royal, he again boisted a brqacf 
pendant^ aja4 ^sumed the command of the sqiiadron on that 
statioQy the health of Sir Home being in so pceciuri^us a s^ate 
aft to obl^e hka to return to England, where be died on the 
1 1th Sept, following. It peAaps has nev^l' hktor^ h^alpp^*!* 
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to any officer of Captain Huskisson's standing in the semce, 
to have had a broad pendant on two stations^ on each of 
which he held. the command six months*. 

On the 23d Dec. 1820^ Captain Huskisson was relieved bf 
Sir Charles Rowley ; and as his health was then much im- 
pured he invalided^ and returned home in the Sandwich 
packet f. In Sept. 182 1, he obtained the command of the 
Semiramis 42, fitting for the flag of Lord Colville^ with whom 
he continued on the Irish station till Mar. 16^ 1822. His 
appointment to be Paymaster of the Navy took place in Mar. 
1827. 

The subject of this memoir married^ in 1813^ Miss E. 
Wedge^ the youngest daughter of an eminent agriculturist^ 
well known in the west of Staffordshire^ by whom he has 

* On being informed of the demise of Captain Arthur Stow, of the Ts- 
mar 26, whom he had recently ordered to Halifax, Commodore Huskisson 
appointed his first lieutenant, Mr. Charles Peake, to command the Bann 
sloop, vacant by the removal of Captun Wilson B. Bigland to the Tamar; 
but on the arrival of the latter ship at HalifiAx, Rear- Admiral Griffith 
thought proper to fill up the death vacancy also. Hearing this, the Commo- 
dore wrote to the Admiralty, requesting their Lordships not to suffer him 
to be deprived of the patronage which so justly belonged to him, the vacancy 
having occurred whilst the Tamar was still within the limits of his corn- 
mand. The Board did not think proper to grant his request, but super- 
4eded all the appointments that had taken place, and gave the command 
of the Tamar to an officer then in England ; at the same time paying off 
the sloop he commanded, in order to avoid promoting either of the lieu- 
tenants selected by the Commodore and Rear-Admiral. Mr. Peake sub- 
sequently commanded the Euryalus for a short period ; and on that ship 
being pud off, her crew presented him with a handsome silver vase and 
cover, and a sword and belt, as a testimony of their gratitude and esteem 
for his kindness, &c. &c. He is still a Lieutenant. 

f In 1819, a dreadful sickness prevuled on Inwrdthe Euryalus, to whkA 
many of her ship's company became vicdms in the short space of six 
weeks. She also lost a Lieutenant and 5 other very fine young men be- 
longing to the quarter-deck, one of whom was Mr. Joseph Thomas Mar- 
shal, brother to the author of this work. By the same packet that brought 
home an account of his death was received an unfinished letter from him^ 
wherein he spoke of his commander in such terms, as induced his afflicted 
relatives to return their most grateful thanks to Captain HnakissoD, for hb 
parental kindness to the lamented youth. 
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three sons and two daughters. His brother^ George Hnskis- 
son, Esq. is an officer in the royal marines^ and Collector of 
the Customs at the island of St. Vincent's. One of his sisters 
is married to the Rev. James Walhouse, uncle to Edward 
John Littleton^ Esq. M. P. for the county of Stafford. 
^gents.'^MesBrs. Cooke^ Halford^ and Son. 



EDWARD HENRY A'COURT, Esq. 

M. P,/or Heytesbury, fFiits, 

Tlie A'Court family, long settled at Rodden, a hamlet si- 
tuate in Frome hundred, co. Somerset, has recently been en- 
nobled by the elevation of this officer's brother to the peerage*. 

We first find the subject of this sketch serving as a mid- 
shipman on board the Blanche frigate, off St. Domingo^ in 
Nov. 1803 :— a gallant exploit which he performed at that 
period is thus described by Mr. James : 

'' Midshipman Edward Henry A'Gourt^ with a marine and seven sea- 
men, was despatched from the Blanche in the red cutter, to collect sand 
for the use pf the ship. Although it had been ordered that youngsters, 
sent upon services of this kind, lest their pugnacious spirit should lead 
them into danger, were not to be allowed arms, the men in the boat, before 
they pushed off from the frigate, contrived to smuggle five or six muskets 
through the ports. ' It so happened that^ in the dusk of the evening, tbt 
boat fell in with a schooner nearly becalmed. The midshipman and his 
little pa^ty of sanders unhesitatingly pulled towards her, and as she had the 
appearance of a privateer, and might open a cannonade upon them, Mr. 
A'Court judiciously kept in her wake. Just as the botft had approached 
the stem of the schooner, a fire of musketry from the latter mortally 
wounded one man, and badly wounded another, of the boat-party. Mr. A' 
Court, nevertheless, pulled straight up alongside, and, with the assistance 
of his five remaining hands, boarded and carried a French schooner, bound 
to Cape Francois, having among her passengers a detachment of between 
30 and 40 soldiers, commanded by a Colonel, who had fought, bled, and 
distingiushed himeslf, at the battle of Arcolef.^' 

Mr. A'Court was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, Feb. 

• Sir Wlliam A'Court. Bart., now Lord Heytesbury. 
t Nav. Hist. III., 296 et se^ 
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13^ 1804 ; and made a Commander June 10, 1808. His post 
ooimniatsion bears date Mar. 29, 1811. 
Agents. — Messrs. Maude. 



1 1 



THOMAS COE, Esq. 

Received his first commission in 1800 ; obtained the rank 
of Commander Jan. 12, 1805 ; and was made a Post-Captain 
Aprils, 1811. From this latter period he commanded the 
North Star of 20 gtms, until Nor. 1815. 

Captain Coe's next appointment was, July 29, 1821, to 
the Tees, 26 ; in which ship he sailed from Spithead for the 
East India station, Jan. 6, 1822. After the demise of Com« 
modore Charles Grant, he hoisted a broad pendant on board 
the Liffey frigate, and carried on the duties of senior officer 
there, until he was relieved by Sir James Brisbane ^. The 
Lifiey returned to Portsmouth, Jan. 21, 1826. 



SIR BENTINCK CAVENDISH DOYLE, Knt. 

Obtained the rank of Lieutenant Aug. 29, 1799 ; and was 
first of the St. Fiorenzo frigate at the capture of la Psych6, 
on the East India station, Feb. 14, 1805 ;~-4he following isf a 
copy of the official letter written by his Captain on that oc- 
S^^ion : — 

" St Ftarenzo, Kedgeree, Feb. 17, 1805. 

'* Sir,— I have the honor to inform you of my arrival tlus day off the 
Sand If eads, after having proceeded to the southward, in consequence of a 
letter received the 8tb instant from the chief secretary of govoument, At- 
quainting me of a suspicious vessel having i^peared off Vizagapatam, sup- 
posed to be the French national frigate Psyche, and requesting, in the 
name of his Ezcellencv the Governor-General ia Council, that I W0lild 
either proceed towards that place^ or otherwise, as I might consider most 
expedient to the advantage of the public service : 1 therefore thought tMttt 
I should not be exceeding the limits of yoiu* orders by pursuing sudi % 
course as I conceived most probable for intercepting the said vessel, should 
she be bound to the fiorthward and eastward. 



* See Captains Thomas Alexander, Henry Ducie (Jhads, Fredeiid^ 
Marryatt, &c. 
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" On the 13th, at 6 A. M., in lat. 19o 35' N., long. 86* 25' E., I htd 
the satisfaction to discover three sul at anchor under the land, who shortly 
after weighed and made sul to the southward. I plainly observed that 
one was a frigate, and the other two apparently merchant ships. I eon- 
tmued the chase until half-past 7 P. M. the following day, when coming 
up with the stenimost vessel, she proved lo be the Thetis oouBtry ship, 
prize to the French frigate Pysch^, of 36 guns and 340 men *» under the 
command of Captain Beigeret, then a-head at a short distance. Finding 
the enemy had abandoned the Thetis, I left a midshipmau in charge, and 
continued to pursue the frigate, which was making off under all sail. At 
10 minutes past 8, we eonmenced elose action, at the distance of abotit 
half a cable's length, and continued so until half-past 11, at which time, 
finding all our running rigging very much cut up, we hauled off to repair the 
same. At midnight, bore up to renew the conflict ; but, just as we were 
about to recommence our fire, an officer from the enemy came on board 
to inform me that Captain Bergeret, from humanity's sake foT the remtdn- 
ing survivors, had struck, though he might have borne the contest longer. 
During the action we were occasionally annoyed by the fire of I'Equivoqne 
privateer, of 10 guns and 40 men, commanded by a Lieutenant. She 
proved to be the late Figeon country ship, fitted out by Captain Bergeret 
as a privateer ; which vessel, from sailing very well, I am concerned to 
acquunt you, effected her escape in the course of the night. 

'' I beg leave to observe, from the able support which I received f?onl 
them during the action. Lieutenants Doyle, Dawson, Collier, and Davies, 
Mr. Filidlayson the master, and Lieutenant Ashmore of the marines, as 
well as the whole of the slup's company, who displayed the most gallant 
and spirited conduct on the occasion, merit my warmest encomiums, t 
also feel it a duty incumbent on me to recommend Mr. Doyle, my first 
lieutenant, to your attention, from his meritorious and exemplary beha^ 
viour throughout the contest. I am grieved to relate that Lieutenant 
Dawson was dangerously wounded in the breast with a pike, while in t&e 
act of boarding f. 

'' Inclosed I transmit a tist of the killed and wounded of H. M. ship 



* The St. Fiorenzo mounted 26 long 18-pounders, 2 long nines, and 14 
carronades, 32-pounders : she had on board 263 officers, men, and boys. 
La Psyche ihouhted 24 lobg French 12.pouaders, 2 sixes, and 10 carrOn- 
dttes, 18-pounders. 

t In the middle of the action, la Psyeh^ fell on board the St. Horeozd, 
when Lieutenant William Dawson instantly jumped on board the enemy^ 
but owing to the confusion of a night action, the ships separated again 
before a sufficient force could fotlow him. 
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under my command, also of the late French national fngate la Psyoh^. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) ^'^Henry Lambert/' 

*' To Fice- Admiral Rainier, Sfc. ^c, SfcJ* 

The loss of men on both sides in this action was very 
great, the St. Fiorenzo having 12 killed and 36 wounded ; 
la Psyche 57 slain and 70 wounded. It adds much to the 
honor and credit of Captain Lambert, his officers, and crew, 
that the character of Mons. Bergeret stood very high in the 
French navy, he being the same officer who commanded la 
Yirginie, when captured by Sir Edward Pellew in the Inde- 
fatigable* ; to which may be added the support given him by 
the armed ship, mentioned in the foregoing letter, AH the 
trading part of H. M, subjects throughout India rejoiced on 
the occasion of his capture, as being more apprehensive pf 
depredations on their property from his abilities and activity 
than from the whole remaining force of the French navy on 
that station. 

Captain Doyle^s commission as a commander bears date 
Sept. 18, 1805. We subsequently find him commanding the 
Lightning sloop of war, in which vessel he continued after 
his promotion to post rank, April 3, 1811. His last ap- 
pointment was. Mar. 21, 1821, to the Glasgow of 50 guns. 
In that ship he conveyed the remains of the late Queen firom 
Harwich to Cuxhaven ; Sir Edward Paget and family from 
Portsmouth to the East Indies ; and the Marquis of Hastings 
bofxi Calcutta to Gibraltar. 

The Glasgow was paid ofiF m 1824 ; and Captain Doyle 
received the honor of knighthood, April 20, 1825. 

Agents. — Messrs. Stilwell. 



JOHN PASCO, Esq. 

Obtained a lieutenant's commission in 1795 ; and was 
badly wounded when serving on board Nelson's flag-ship, at 
the ever memorable battle of Trafalgar. His promotion to 
the rank of commander took place Dec. 24, 1805. 

Towards the close of 1808^ Captain Pasco was appointed 

•See Vol. I. Part I. p. 217. 
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to the Hindostan 50^ armed enflHtej in which ship he sailed 
for New South Wales, about May, 1809. He subsequently 
commanded the Tartarus 20, and continued in her after his 
advancement to post rank, April 3, 1811. In 1815, he was 
successively appointed to the Rota 38, and Lee 20; the 
latter ship he paid off at Plymouth, in Sept. 1818. 

Caption Pasco enjoys a pension of 250/. per annum for his 
wounds. 

jtgent.-Svc Francis M. Ommanney. 



JOHN HOLLINWORTH, Esq. 

Son of M. HoUinworth, Esq. many years a clerk of the 
Admirsdty, and brother to Thomas HoUinworth, Esq. naval 
storekeeper at Devonport. 

This officer was made a lieutenant in 1802, and advanced 
to the rank of commander Jan. 22, 1806. On the 16th 
July, 1808, the Minstrel sloop, then under his command, 
captured the Italian schooner Ortenzia, pierced for 16 guns, 
but carrying only two long 24-pounders, six long nines, and 
two 3-pounder swivels. His post commission bears date 
Aprils, 1811. 

Captain HoUinworth married, in 1808, the daughter of 
John Jackson, Esq. Master Attendant at Portsmouth. 

Agents. — Messrs. StilweU. 



CLEMENT SNEYD, Esq. 

This officer served for many years in India. He was made 
a lieutenant in 17^3, and promoted to the rank of commander 
Sept. 25, 1806. In 1810, we find him commanding the 
Muros brig, on the Guernsey station, where he made several 
captures, but of inconsiderable value. His next appoint- 
ment was to the Myrtle, a ship-sloop, in which vessel he 
continued for some time after his advancement to post rank^ 
AprU3, 1811. 

Captain Sneyd matried, in. 1813, EUen, third daughter of 
Robert Swetenham, of Somerford Booths^ near Congleton, 
Cheshire, Esq. 
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RICHARD BUCK, Esq. 

Nepheiiv to Admiral Sir Richard Goodwin Keats, G. C. B. 
&c. .&c. 

We first find this officer, in Feb. 1806^ sending as a lieu- 
tenant on boar.d the CuUoden 74, bearing the flag of Sir £d^ 
ward Pellew, now Viscount Exmouth. His commission as 
a commander was confirmed by the Admiralty, Dec. 28, 
1807 ; previous to which he had been successively appointed 
to the command of the Rattlesnake and Samarang : in the 
latter sloop, formerly the Dutch corvette Scipio*, he assisted 
at the " entire destruction of the naval force of Holland,'' 
in the eastern hemisphere f. 

Sir Richard J. Strachan, in his despatches from the Scheldt, 
dated Aug. 13^ 1809, acquaints the Admiralty that Captain 
Buck had been employed with a light flotilla, in sounding 
and buoying the channels of that river, to enable the fleet to 
advance, for the purpose of putting into execution the ulte^ 
rior objects of the Walcheren expedition ; sjid that this ser- 
vice was executed, under the directions of Sir Home Pop- 
ham, with judgment and correctness. 

Cap<^ Buck's next appointment was, about Dec. 1809, 
to the Crocus brig ; in which vessel he continued until hi3 
promotion to post rank, April 3, 1811: he subsequently 
commanded the Termagant ship-sloop, and Franchise frigate, 
on the Mediterranean station. In Feb. 1812, he drove on 
shore and burnt, near Cagliari, TAventurier French privateer, 
pierced for 16 guns^ but only three mounted, with a comple- 
ment of 60 men ^ and on the 27th September following, 
he assisted at the capture of a few small vessels in Tarra- 
gona mole. A long official letter^ desmptive of this latter 
unimportant service, wa3 published in the London Gazette ; 
and a copy thereof wiU be found at p. 430, et seq. of Nov. 
Chron. vol, 98. 

Captain Buck married, previous to the peace, a daughter 

• Sec Supp. Part I. p. 403. 
t M. p. 406. 
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of Mr. Macdonald^ the British Consul at Algiers^ whose 
other daughter has since been united to the Danish coqsuI 
reaid^it at thjat regency. 



EDWAllD SCOBELL, Esq. 

Was bom in 1784 ; made a lieutenant in 1801 ; and ad- 
vanced to the rank of commander Sept. 29, 1808. He com- 
manded jthe Vimlera brig, and assisted at the capture of the 
islands of St. Martin's, St. Eustatius, and Saba, in Feb. 
1.810*. 

His post commission bears date April 3, 1811 ; at which 
period we find him in the Thais of 20 guns. 

Captain Scobell was subsequently sent to the African sta- 
tion, where he captured the American privateer brig Rambler, 
of 12 guns and 88 men. Mar. 31, 1813. The cause of his 
giving up the comn^and of the Thais, in Jan. 1814, is stated 
at p. 497f of vol. II. part I. 

In Aug. 1815, Captain Scobell was appointed to the Bann 
20, but he never went to sea in that vessel. He married 
April 19, 1816, Rebecca Anne, only child of Richard Col- 
lins, of Brockhurst Lodge, Hants, JSsq. ; and died at Poltair^ 
near Penzance, after repeated attacks of apoplexy, April 17^ 
1825. 



JOHN DUFF MARKLAND, Esq. 

^ Campamon of the Most Honorable MiUtary Order of the Bath ; ajtd 
Knight of the Imperial Auetrian Order i^LeopM. 

This officer is descended from a family of the same name, 
residing near Wigan, co. Lancashire, in the reign of Edward 
III. Has &ther, £dward Markland, Esq. married JEUizabeth 
Sophia, second daughter of Josiah Hardy, Esq. H. B. M. 
Consul at Cadiz, and formerly Governor of the Jerseys, in 
North America ; a son of the first Sir Charles Hardy, Knt. 
by the daughter apd heiress of Josiah Burchett, Esq. many 

* SecYol. LPartll.p. 717. 
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years Secretary of the Admiralty, and author of a naval his^ 
tory, published in 1720 ♦. 

By the maternal side, Mrs. Markland was grand-daughter 
to Sir Thomas D*Aeth, Bart, of Knowlton Court, in Kent ; 
and great-grand-daughter to Admiral Sir John Narbrough, 
whose widow married Sir Cloudedey Shovel, Rear- Admiral 
of Great Britain. 

Mr. John Duff" Markland w2a born at Leeds, in Yorkshire, 
Sept. 14, 1780; and he entered the navy May 27, 17^5, as a 
midshipman on board the Hebe frigate. Captain Paul Min- 
chin ; which ship he quitted in order to join la Tourterelle of 
30 guns, commanded by his uncle-in-law. Captain John 
Cooke, whose glorious death has been recorded at p. 968 et 
seq. of Vol. II. Part II. He subsequently served under Cap- 
tains John Peyton and Robert Dudley Oliver, in the Sea- 
horse 38. 

* It is not a little remarkable, that the above mentioned Sir Charles 
Hardy, his father. Sir Thomas Hardy, and one of his sons, the second Sir 
Charles Hardy, were all in the navy ; and that each of them had the honor 
of being knighted for his respective services. The knighthood of Sir Tho- 
mas was thus announced in the London Gazette : — 

•' St. James's, October 31, 1702. 

*' Her Majesty has been pleased to confer the honor of knighthood upon 
Thomas Hardy, Esq. Captsdn of her Majesty's ship Pembroke, in consi- 
deration of hb good service, in gaining and giving to Admiral Rooke the 
intelligence, which was the occasion of our great success at Vigo.'' 

Sir Thomas Hardy died a Vice-Admiral, in Aug. 1 732. His son attained 
the same rank in the service, and was one of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty at the time of his demise, which took place Nov. 27, 1744. 
The second Sir Charles Hardy died commander-in-chief of the Channel 
fleet. May, 1780. Of this latter respected officer, Chamock thus briefly 
sums up the character : — " Brave, prudent, gallant, and enterprising, with- 
out the smallest ostentatious display of his noble qualities— generous, mild, 
afiable and intelligent — ^his virtues commanded the most profound respect, 
enabling him to pass through days, when the rage and prejudice of party 
blazed with a fury nearly unquenchable, without exciting envy or dblike, 
without even furnishing to the most captious man of party the smallest 
ground of reprehension or complaint." One of his sons. Temple, was 
made a Post-Captain, Nov. 24, 1795 ; and died at Exeter, Mar. 29, 1814 :— 
another, named Charles, was killed in battle, when serving as a midship* 
man on board the Gerberu9 frigate, June 4, 1781. 
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From that ship^ Mr. Markland was removed td kl Nymphe 
frigate^ Captain Cooke, under whom he assisted at the cap- 
ture of la Resistance and la Constance, French ships of war, 
the former mounting 48 guns, with a complement of 346 
men 5 the latter carrying 24 guns and 189 men*. 

We next find Mr. Markland in the Royal George, a first 

rate, bearing the Hag of Lord Bridport, with whom he con* 

tinned until Captain Cooke was appointed to the Amethyst 

frigate, and ordered to convey H. R. H. the Duke of York to 

Holland : from that period he served under his uncle-in-law 

till June 1801. Amongst the prizes taken by the Amethyst, 

whilst commanded by Captain Cooke, were :— 

L'Aventure, French brig privateer^ of 14 gfoaa and' 75 inen» Dec. 29, 1799^. 

Le Vaillant, cutter 15 131 - - Feb. 16 1 igQ^ 

LeMars, ship 22 - - - - 180- * Mar.dl i 

On the 28th Jan. 1801, Mn Markland witnessed the clo- 
ture of la D^daigneuse frigate, of 36 guns and 300 men f. 
His promotion to the rank of Lieutenant took place June 8 
following, on which occasion he was appointed to the Malta 
80, Captain Albemarle Bertie X* 

Lieutenant Markland's next appointment was, in Dec. 
1802, to the Albion, a third rate. Captain John Ferrier, in 
which ship he was present at the capCtire of la Franchise 
French frigate, near Brest, May 28, 1803 ; and la Clarisse 
corvette in the bay of Bengal, Jan. 1804. From the latter 
period, he served as first Lieutenant of the Albion until Dee.' 
25, 1805 ; when he was obliged to invalid, and quit the JB||Bt 
Indies as a passenger in the Tremendous 7^^ Captain Jol 
Osborne. ' 

On his return home the subject of this memoir found him- 
self promoted to the rank of Commander, by commissiotl* 
dated Jan. 22, 1806; but he does not appear to have been 
agaui employed until April 12, 1808 ; when he was appointed 
to the Bustard brig, of 16 guns. 

On the 28th July, 1809, Captain Markland assisted at the 
capture of six heavy gun-boats belonging to the Italian ma-i 

• See Vol. n. Part II. p. 433 et seq^ 
t See id. p. 547. I See id. Pftrt 1. p. 197, 
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nne, an4 Un coasting traders, laden with brandy, fiour^ riee^ 
and wheat. 

. The Bustard^ at that period, formed part of the squadroo 
employed in the gulf of Venice, under the orders of Captain 
John West,, by whose activity the enemy's convoy was pre- 
vented from entering Trieste, and obliged to take shelter in 
Douin, a port 4 leagues farther to the N. W. defended by a 
strong castle. Conceiving it very practicable to capture or 
destroy them there, he detached the Acorn, sloop of war, 
and Bustard, with all the boats of his own ship, the Excellent 
74, to try the experiment : about midnight, covered by the 
fire of the two sloops, the boats pushed on shore, and, in about 
half an hour, they had complete possession of every vessel in 
the harbour, i^J^is enterprise," says Lord Collingwood, 
'^ was well devised and gaila/ntly executed" Captain West 
thus expresses himself on the occasion : 

*"Thc very masteiiy and complete manner In wliich this service haa 
been performed by (^plains Clephane and Markland, of H. M . sloops 
Ac6m and Bustard, and Lieutaiant John Harper, in command pf the boats 
of H. M« S. Excellent, excites my highest admiration ; every officer, sea- 
man, and marine, I am assured, individually distinguished himself." 

Captain Clephane, the senior commander, expressed his 
''high sense of the conduct of Captain Markland, botJi by 
bis leading into a place so little known, and by the well-di- 
rected fire kept up by him." The loss sustained by the 
British, in the performance of this gallant exploit, amounted 
tp 2 men killed, 1 .mortally, 1 (the master of the Bustard^ 
severely^ and 4 slightly, wounded* Each of the enemy's gun- 
boats had on board an officer and 20 men. 

At the commencement of July 1810, the Bustard captured 

and destroyed nine of the enemy's vessels, in a harbour on 

the east side of Calabria: the following is an extract of a 

letter wliich Captain Markland soon afterwards received from 

the flag officer under whose orders he was then serving ; 

**\ highly approve of your conduct, and of that of Lieutenant John 
Hilton, which I shall not fail to make known to the commander-in-chief. 
1 am very happy that only two of the crew of H. M. sloop under yoor 
command were wounded in the execution of this important service. 

(Signed) ** Gso. Martin, Rear-AdmiraL" 
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For three months from that period^ Captain Markland 
commanded the sloops of war stationed in the Faro of Mes- 
sina^ to protect Sicily from a threatened invasion by Joachim 
Marat^ whose army, consisting of nearly 40,000 men, was 
then encamped on the opposite shore, and who had collected 
more than 80 gun and mortar-boats, between Scylla and 
Reggio. On the 24th July^ the Bustard and Halcyon des- 
troyed two armed feluccas under Cape del Arme, where they 
were for a long time defended by their crews, some solcfiers, 
and the neighbouring peasantry. In the performance of this 
service. Lieutenant John Hilton, first of the former sloop, 
received four wounds. 

The master of the Bustard having been previously promo* 
ted into a 74, Captain Markland and his second Lieutenant, 
Robert Milbome Jackson, were now obliged to keep watch 
and watch, and they continued to do so until the breaking up 
of the enemy's camp. During that time the Bustard was re- 
peatedly in action with Murat's land batteries and flotilla; 
and Captain Markland often received the thanks of Rear-Ad- 
miral Martin : — the severity of the service in which the Bri- 
tish sloops were engaged will be readily conceived when we 
state that their hammocks were scarcely ever down at night ; 
yet, strange to say, the official letters respecting that cam- 
paign were, for some unaccountable reason, withheld from 
the public ; — we have tried, but in vain, to obtun copies of 
them ; and we must therefore content ourselves with stating 
that Captain Markland's gallantry and meritorious exertions 
on every occasion were represented in such high terms to 
Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, that that officer gave him the 
very first post vacancy, telling him he did so expressly for 
his services in the Faro : we must here remark, that Captain 
Markland was not on the Admiralty list for promotion ; he 
bad had no previous acquaintance with his new commander- 
in-chief, nor had he even the advantage of an introduction to 
him by any private fiiend. 

The total number of prizes taken by Captain Markland, in 
the Bustard, was 25 ; that of the vessels he destroyed amount- 
ed to 39. 

2a2 
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On the 3l8t Jan. 1811, this active officer was removed tp 
the Eclair of 18 guns ; and five days afterwards he received 
an order to act as captain of the Ville de Paris, a first rate^ 
bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Thomas Francis Freemantie^ 
whom he afterwards successively followed into the Rodney 
and Milford, third rates. His post commission bears date 
Aprill8, 1811. 

After obtaining the liberation of 400 Christian slaves at 
Tunis, and cruising for some time off '(oulon, Rear-Admirri 
Freemantle was ordered to assume the command of a squadrcm 
employed in the Adriatic, where we find Captain Markland 
bearing a distinguished part in many gallant and importaal 
services, some of the most considerable of which we shall now 
proceed to notice. 

Fiume, a town of Jstria, from its commercial importance^ 
soon attracted the attention of the British Rear- Admiral^ 
who attacked and captured it, July 3, 1813, On this occa- 
sion, after assisting in dlencing the batteries. Captain Mark* 
land proceeded at the head of the armed boats, and dislodged 
the enemy from their last strong hold. ^^ Nothing,'' says 
Rear- Admiral Freemantle, ^^ could exceed the spirit and good 
conduct of every captain, officer, seaman, and marine, in tibe 
squadron.'' The details of thisdervice are given at p« 673 
et seq. of Vol. I. Part Hi 

Aft:er despatching his prized to Lissa^ the Rear-Adoiu^ 
proceeded off Porta R^, where Captain Markland lan^ 
with Captain Hostey of the Bacchante firigate, and found tipfe 
forts abandoned by the enemy, who had spiked the guns^ 
and destroyed the ammunition. The boats of the squadron 
then went up to Bdcca R^, wherie thirteen sjul of vessels were 
discovered scuttled, only one of which could be brought 
away. The guns, 10 in number, were in the mean time reUr 
dered entirely useless, their carriages burnt, and all the wt>riui 
blown up. 

At daylight on the 5th Aug. 1813, the boats of the Mil- 
ford and Weazle, under the orders of Captain James 
Black, succeeded in surprising the garrison of Ragosniza^ to 
which place the enemy seem to have attached much impoii* 
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ance^ for the protection of their coasting convoys; Oh 
(his occasion^ a tower and an open battery were destroyed ; 
six long 24-pounder8^ two 7| inch mortars, some stores 
and ammunition brodght off, and 63 Frenchmen taken pri* 
soners. 

In the course of the same month, the Aastrians <enteied 
Fiume, and established a communication with the British 
squadron ; the boats of v^hich had been very actively em- 
ployedy under the orders of Captain Markland, in exciting a 
spirit of revolt against their oppressors, ttmong the inhabit-^ 
ants of the different islands at the head of tiie: Adriatic. By 
Rear-Admiral Freemantle's subsequent despatches it appeani 
that he had lefk Captain Markland, as senior ^officer, for a 
short time, off Fiume ;-rthe following are extrapts : — 

'* On tie 6th Sept. I arrived at Flume, m^fbuhdthe M(^i:f and WizaW 
(ffloop) at anchor off l^e town; and thehDperialfla{rffyinJt; the Whole 6f 
Itttria and Croatia (nearly) mp in ami a^i&ist the French,: and .driving 
th«im out in all direq(ion9«* Sagna ^dPqr^R^ are al«D under the Aufr* 
trian flag. General Nugent has. \m headrq^fers i^t Lippa^ about twe^^f 
two miles from Flume; his foreo consists of • 2000 Austrians, and some 
groats ; the French garrison of Pola, of 600 men, with al>out 1500 Croats^ 
were marching to relieve Flume ; but the Croats, on hearing that their 
^ousftrymen were in arms against the enemy, surromded, dl8arMe4> wid 
look the 600 Ftcnehmen prisenera §. •. ^ ^ • f . • '«. The Milford 
lying at Flume; gives General Nugent an additional force c^ lOOOmea, 
which l|e must hav0 left to gu^ it, and cramp his operations- very puck 
Ilier^ is not a single soldier there ; the town is entirely guarded by the 
Mitford's marines, who are there ; and it greatly increases the confidi^noe 
ef the mfaabitant9, having a safe retreat in case of a defeat. Almost th6 
fVhole of the i8land»are now clear of the fVench yoke^ frotii Lissa upwardft. 
Captain Gower (of the Elizabeth 74) landed at Fontane, and has planl^ 
the Imperial flfig all along that coast." 

' Captain Markland was also present at the captures of Ro^ 
vigno, Pkan, and Capo d'Istria ^ at which latter place Reii^ 
Admiral Fieemantle remained^ in constant correspondence with 
General Count Nugent^ who was harassipg the army of Eugene 
Beauhamois on his retreat^ until the morning of the 5tb Oct. 
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. . § Px)^ was taken possession of by the Wizard sloop^ part of the Miifard'9 
marines, and 50 Austrian soldiers. 



358 POST-CAPTAINS OF 1811. 

1813^ when he sailed for Trieste, to blockade that city. On 
the following day, Captains M arkland and Black volunteered 
their services to attack the dock-yard, which, although strong- 
ly fortified, and within point-blank shot of the citadel, they 
thought might be taken by surprise : their offer was accepted, 
and after dark they obtained complete possession of the arsenal 
and every person in it, the whole of whom, with a quantity of 
8tores> were brought off in triumph ; they also having first 
rendered all the guns unserviceable, and sawed the keel and 
stern-post of a large frigate into many pieces. This daring 
exploit was performed without the slightest loss, the surprise 
being so complete that fighting was unnecessary. 

About noon on the 10th Oct. the enemy endeavoured to 
retaliate by opening a masked battery upon the Milford, as 
she lay with her stern towards the shore ; but Captain Mark- 
land instantly got a spring upon his cable, hove his broadside 
round, and in a quarter of an hour demolished it. One shell 
exploded on the poop of the 7^9 hut did no damage. The 
Frenchmen had several killed and wounded. 

Inmiediately after this little affair, the marines of the squa- 
dron and two field-pieces were landed under the command of 
Ci^tun Markland, to assist at the siege of Trieste, which 
was commenced on the 11th, and terminated on the 29th of 
the same month. ^^ I have to thank him," says Rear-Admiral 
Freemantle, *^ for exerting himself in every way ; particular- 
ly in the arrangements of stores and provisions. We have 
at times had 1200 men on shore, at work and in the batteries; 
and the general good conduct of the oj£cers, seamen, and 
marines, with the harmony that has invariably subsisted be* 
tween the Austrian troops and our people, is quite gratifying 
to me. When we opened against the citadiel it contained 
800 Frenchmen, 45 large guns, 4 mortars, : and 4 howitzers. 
The consequences of the taking this place will be felt 
throughout the country.^' About 50 sail of vessels were taken 
in the port. 

During the operations against Trieste, the Milford had 3 
men killed and 10 wounded ; the total loss sustained by her 
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consorts^ tbie Elizabeth, Eagle, Tremendoaa, Weazle, and 
Wizard, amounted to 7 killed and 25 wounded. 

Captain Markland resigned the command of the Milford, 
Oct. 31, 1813; and returned home with despatches from 
Rear- Admiral Freemantlq, on the 11th Dec. following. He 
was nominated a C. B. in June 1815 ; and subsequently pre^ 
sented with the cross of the order of Leopold, " in testimony 
of his Imperial Majesty's approbation of the distinguished 
services rendered by him at th^ capture of Trieste, and the 
other operations in Italy, during the campaign of 1813.V 
Since his return home, be has had his left hand shattered by 
the bursting of a fowling piece. 

This officer married, Mar. 8, 1814, Helen Ellery, daughter 
of L. D. G. Tregonwell, of Cranborne Lodge, co. Dorset, 
Esq., by which lady he. has two sons and two daughters 
living. 

^^^^«.-— Messrs. Cooke, Halford^ and Sonu 



WILLIAM FISHER, Esq. 

CoMMANDSD the Comwallis frigate at the capture of the 

Isle of France.* His post connnission bears date April 18, 

1811. Since the peace he has commanded the Bann of 20 

guns, and Cherub 24; the latter employed on the African 

station. The following article appeared in the Hampshire 

Telegraph of Feb. 5, 1827 : 

" No [>art of our naval economy has been less attended to, and none 
needs so much attention, as tke neeessity that constantly exists in foreign, 
and even on home stations, of keeping up a supyXy oi fresh water for 
our men of war. The loss of lires in this arduous part of the service is 
immense, from fatigue, from accidents, from diseases incident to their long 
exposure to wet, and from the fadlities which it affords the seamen of 
straggling, and getting intoxicated. Capt. William Fisher, R. N. has suc- 
ceeded in inventing an apparatus for this purpose, which does not require 
that the water casks should be removed from out of the boats, but by 
means of which they may be filled at the rate of a ton of .water in four 
minutes. The apparatus consists, simply> of a forcing pumf) with a five- 
inch cylinder, which may be carried by two men, in a hand-barrow, to a 

• See Vol. I. Part II, p. 631, etseq. 
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well, river, pond, or any reservoir of fresh wii(0f>, aii4 the w^teris t)iea 
forced through some oew]y invented hoses to any distance* The ddnf 
merit of the plan ties in the hoses, which are manufactured under Capt. 
flshePs directions, and were the result of a long, expensive^ and fu^uovu 
application to the suhject. They are made of canvas, in fifty feet liengtiis, 
fastened to eadi other by brass^ nof zles, which are secured by a movhig 
-screw collar; therefore in screwing them together, this hoses need not 
be turned over. The hoses are aaade without eeamSi and are perfectly air 
and water Ught, capable even of holding gas and ardent sjurits ^ and beside 
being made of canvas, are thoroughly satuhited vnth a composition, of 
which catechu, or common Indian rubber, is the principal or sole ingre- 
dient. They are rolled to the size required over a cylinder, and by a pe« 
culiar press and slight heat, are rendered into a compact pKable tube> in« 
capable of injury, not liable to wear, proof against the effect p£ rot aHsing 
from damp, resisting the attacks of all vermin, and requiring no oil nor 
cleaning. An experiment of the usefulness of the invention was some 
time since tried iii London, and was then so far found to answer the pur- 
pose required, that the Admiralty directed the apparatus and a set of 
hoses to be supplied for the use of his majesty's ship Barham ; as that 
slup is now at Spithead^ the inventor sbHdted that an experiment should 
be tried here, which was done yesterday morning at the dock-yard, in the 
presence of Admirals Sir George Martin and Sir Thomas M. Hardy, all 
the captains in commission, and a number of other naval officers, of con- 
siderable experience in the service. A report of the usefulness of the 
machine has beeA sent to the Admiralty, drawn up by Sir Michael Sey- 
jnour, strongly recommendhig its general adoption. These hoses are 
"pfarticularlf usefbl b breweries and mines, and most particularly for fire 
engines. The invention is secured to Capt. Fisher by a patent." 

jigentSi'^MeBSTB. Maude & Co. 



ABEL FERRIS, Esq. 



Was made a lieutenant April 2/2, 1799 ; and advanced to 
the rank of commander Oct. 10^ 1807. On the 10th May^ 
1808^ being then in command of the Wizard^ a brig mounting 
fourteen 24-pounder carronades and two long sixes^ with a 
complement of 95 officers^ men^ and boys, on the Medi- 
terranean station, he fought a gallant^ though indecisive 
action^ with la Requin, a French brig similarly armed, but 
manned with 110 persons. The details of this affair will be 
foufid in James's Nav. Hist. VoL V. pp. 79-74. 
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Lord Collingwopd^ in order to evince bis opinion of the 
conduct of Captain Ferris, appointed him, at the earliest 
possible period, to the command of the Royal Sovereign, a first 
rate ; but his post commission vras not confirmed by the Ad- 
miralty untU April 18,. 181 L In Aug. 1808, Captain Ferria 
assisted at the captui<e of a French gun-vewsel and fonrteen 
coasting traders, between Leghorn and Genoa*. 

This officer obtained the out-pension of Greenwich Hos- 
pital, Dec. 10, 1825. 



EDWARD HARVEY, Esq. 

Third and youngest son of t}ie gallant Caption John Bar* 
vey, whose death, June 1, 1794, ha« been recorded at p«613, 
of Vol. I. Part n. 

This officer was bom in 1783, and he entered the navy 
in April, 1796, as a midshipman on board the Prince of 
Wales, a second rate, bearing the flag of his uncle, the late 
Sir Henry Harvey, K. B. and commanded by his brother. 
Captain (now Vice-Admiral) John Harvey* In that ship he 
was present at the capture qf Trinidad, and the destructiqii 
of a Spanish squadron in Shagaramus bay, Feb. 17S!7t* He 
returned home in the Zebra sloop of war, and joined the 
Beaulieu frigate time enough to witness the defeat of the 
Dutch fleet, near Camperdown, Oct. 11, I797t« 

In 1799, Mr. Harvey was ^pointed to act as lieutenant 
of the Southampton jfrigate, and in her he assistied »t the 
capture of the Danilsh and Swedish West India islands, Mac* 
1801 §• His first commission bears date July 2i, In the latter 
year ; at which period he was removed to the Amphitrite 28. 

In 1802, lieutenant Harvey was successively appointed to 
the Iris 32, and Apollo 36. The destruction of the last 
named ship, on the'cpast of Portugal, April 2, 1804^ is thus 

* See Nav, Chnm. v. 21, p. 74, et teq. 

t See Vol. I, Part I, note at p. 112. 

t See SuppL Part I, p. 252. 

$ See Vol I, Part II. note f at p. 798, et seq. 
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correctly descHbed by Mr. Evan Lewis^ a gentleman who 
then belonged to her : — 

" On the 26th March we sailed from the Cove of Cork, in company 
with H. M. ship Carysfort, and 69 sail of merchantmen under convoy for 
the West Indies. On the 27th we were out of sight of land, with a fair 
windy blowing a strong gale, and steering about W. S. W. On the 28th«- 
29th, and dOth» the weather and our course were nearly the same. On 
the 3 1st, the wind came more to the westward, but did not blow so hard. 
On the 1st April, at noon, we observed in lat. 40^51' N. long, per ao 
count, 12« 29' W. At 8 P. M. the wind shifted to the S. W. blowing 
fresh, course S. S. £. At 10, up maiu-ssdl and set the main-stay-sail. 
At 10-15, the latter split by the sheet giving way ; called all hands upon 
deck. At 10-30, strong breezes and squally: took in the fore-top-sail 
and set the fore-sdl. At 11-30 the main-top-sail split ; furled it and the 
main-suL The ship was now under her fore-«ail, and mun. and mizeo- 
storm-stay-sails ; the wind blowing hard with a heavy sea. 

** About 3-30 A. M. on the 2d April, the ship struck the ground, to the 
astonishment of every one on board, and by the above reckoning, we then 
conjectured, upon an unknown shoal. She continued striking the ground 
very heavy, by which her bottom was materially damaged, and making 
much water ; the chain-pumps were rigged with the utmost despatch, but* 
in about ten minutes, she beat and drove over the shoal. On endeavour- 
ing to steer her, we found the rudder carried away. She then got before^ 
the wind. The pumps were kept going ; but from the quantity of water 
she shipped, there was every probability of her soon foundering, as she 
was fillings and sinking very fast. 

'' After running about five minutes, the ship struck the ground again, 
with such tremendous shocks, that we were fearful she would instantly go 
to pieces, and kept striking and driving further on the sands, the sea 
jxakmg breaches completely over her. We cut away the laniards of the 
main and mizen rigging, and the masts fell with a tremendous crash over 
the larboard side : the fore-mast went immediately after. The ship then 
fell on her starboard side, with the gunwale under water. The violence 
with which she struck the ground, and the weight of the guns, these on 
the quartcT'^eck tearing away the bulwark, soon made the ship a perfect 
wreck abaft : only four or five guns could possibly be fired to alarm the 
convoy, and give notice of danger. On her striking the second time, most 
pitxfiil cries were heard every where between decks, many of the men 
l^vii^r themselves up to inevitable death. I was told that I might as well 
stay below, as there was an equal likelihood of perishing if I got upon 
deck. I was determined to go, but first attempted to enter my cabin, 
and was in danger of having my Iq^ broke by the chests floating about, 
as the bulk-heads were giving way : I therefore desisted, and endeavoured 
to get upon deck, which I effected, after being several times washed down 
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tbe hatchway by the immense volume of water incessantly pouring down* 
The ship still beating the ground -very heavy, made it necessary to cling 
fast to some part of the wreck, to prevent being washed by the surges, 
or hurled by the dreadful concussions overboard, the people holding fiirt 
by the larboard bulwark of the quarter-^eck, and in the main-channel> 
while our good Captain (John William Taylor Dixon) stood naked upon 
the cabin skylight-grating, holding fieist by the stump of the mizen-matt; 
and making use of every soothing expression which could have been sug- 
gested to encourage men in such a perilous situation. Most of the officers 
and men were entirely naked, not having had time to slip on even a pair 
of trowsers. Our horrible situation every moment became more dreadftily 
until day-light appearing^ about half-past 4 o'clock,' discovered to us the 
land, at two cables distance^ a long sandy beach, reachmg to cape Mon- 
dego, three leagues to the . southward of us. We afterwards perceived 
between 20 and.dO sail of the convoy ashore, both to the northward and 
southward, and several of them perfect wrecks. We were now certain of 
being .on the coast of Portugal, from seeing, the above cape» though; I 
am sorry to say, no person in the ship had the least idea of being so neac 
that, coast. It blowing hard, and a very great swell of the sea, or what h 
generally. termed waves running mountains high, there was little prospect 
of being saved. About 8 A. M.. there being every likelihood of the ship 
going to pieces, and the after part of her lying lowest, Captain Bixns 
ordered every person forward, which it was very difficult- to comply with,' 
from the motion of the main-mast working on the larboard gunwale, theie 
being no other way to remove -ourselves. Mr. Cook, theboatswun, bait 
his thigh broke in endeavouring to get a boat over the side. Of six ^^ 
boats not one was saved, they being all stove, and washed oVerboard wilt? 
the booms, &c. Sbcm after the people got forward the ship parted at the' 
gangways. The crew were now obliged to stow themselves in th^ -fore-' 
channels, and from thence to the bowsprit-end, to the number of 22d^ 
for out of 240 persons on board when the ship first. struck, I suppovtf 
20 to have previously perished between decks and otherwise.- Mr.' 
Lawton, the gunner, the first person who attempted to swim toAiore, ina 
drownetl : afterwards Lieutenant Wilson, Mr. Runde, surgeon, Mr.' 
M'Cabe, surgeon's-mate, Mr. Standley, master's-mate, and several men 
shared the same fate, though excellent swimmers. About thirty penoiMi 
had the good fortune to reach the shore, upon planks and spars, amoi^ 
whom were Lieutenant Harvey, and Mr. Callam, master's-mate. In thtf 
ensuing night our situation was truly horrid, the old men and boys dying- 
through hunger and &tigue— ulso Messrs. Proby and Hayes, midf^pmen; 
Captain Dixon remained all this night upon the bowsprit. 

" Tuesday morning, April 3, presented us no better prospect :of : being 
relieved from the jaws of deaths the. wind blomng stronger and the sea 
much more turbulent. About . noon, however, our drooping spirits were 
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lomewluit raited by seeing Lieutenant Hartey and Mr. Callam boUtiitg 
out a boat from one of the merchant tlups to dome to the assistanee of 
llieir distressed shipmates. They several times attempted to launch her 
tiirough the ihafi but bebg avery heavy boat, and the sea on the beadi 
ilcting^ so' peweifuliy against them/ they could nofc possibly effect iC, 
thpugh Assisted by nearly 100 of the merehaint tailors and Portugoeae 
peasants. Several men went upon rafts UuA day> made from pieces of 
the vrredk, but not one ^oul reached the shore ; the wind having shifted, 
said the current 'ifetting ou^ they vrere all driven to sea; among whom 
was our captain/ who, d)out 3 P. M. went on the jib-boom with three 
sMmcB:: anxbtts to save the reminder of the ship's coriipany, and too 
tstaginne of getting safe ashore, he ventured upon the spar, saying, as 
he jiCmped into the sea, 'My lads, Pli save you all.' In a few seconds 
heiost his bold of the jib-boom, which he could fiot regain: he drifted 
to sea, and perished. Such was also the fiite bf tiie three brave volunteers 
who'chose to follow Ids fortuiie. 

f'Thelossqf oarcaptain,^who, until now, had ammated the almost 
Ufeless^ crew, ui well at the nMe eaertiou of lAeutenaui Httrvey and 
Mr. Callam, to launch the' -boat, not succeeding, every gleam of hope 
Taoished, and we looked forward for certain death tiie ensuing night, not 
eoly from cold, hunger, and friSgue, butthe expectation of the remuning 
part of the wrick gofaig to pieces every moment. 'Had not the Apollo 
be^ a new and welUbi^t ihip, tiiat small piMon could nerer have n^ 
sisted the waves and stuck so well ti^dUier, particularly as ail the after 
fart frdm the cheis-triees was gone, the starboard bow under water, the 
foU^caMle decknearljr perpendicular, the weight of the guns hanging to 
IliO larboard bulwark oh the insMe, and the bower and spare andiors on 
theontside^ whidi it was not prud^ to cut away, as they afiorded resdng 
piloses to -a cbnndisrahle number of men, there bdng only the fore^hannel 
aid cftt-hesid whereit was possible to live, and about which were stowed 
upwards 6f iSO^rsons ; it being impracticable to continue any longer in 
tte. head^ or upon the bowsprit^ by reason of the tweakers washing oom- 
pleldy over them. The pigfat drawing on, the wind increasing, with fire* 
qUOit showers of nin, and the forecastle b&sxg every instant expected to 
giveway* when wo must have all perished together, afforded a spectacle 
truly dephirable> the bare recollection of which even now makes me 
shttdder^ The piercing cries of the people this dismal m'ght, whcaeiKr 
a^ea came OFcTthem^ which happened every two minutes, were pitifiil 
in this extreme; the water rumung down all over the body kept us conti- 
nually wet: the remaining strength of every one was exerted for his incfi- 
ridual safety. From the crowding so close together in so narrow a com« 
pass, and tiie want of somethmg to mmsten their mouths with, several 
poor wretdies were suffocated, which frequently reminded me of the 
Black Hole ; with this Only diffievence, that diese poor sufferers were con- 
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fined by strong walb^ we by water. The IcMt mofement* without dinging 
iast, would have launched lu into eternity. Some unfortunate wretjchef 
drank salt water ; several their own urine ; some chewed leather ; myself 
and many more chewed lead, from which we found considerable relief, by 
reason of its drawing the saliva, wliich we swallowed. In less than an 
hour afler the ship first struck the ground, all the provisions were under 
water, so that it wais impossible to procure any. After the most punfid 
night that it is posdble to conceive, on day-light appearing, we observed 
Lieutenant Harvey and Mr. Gallam again endeavouring to launch the boat. 
Several attempts were made without success, a number of men belonging 
to the merchant ships being much bruised and hurt in assisting ; alternate 
hopes and fears now pervaded our wretched minds; fifteen men got 
safe on shore this morning, on pieces of the wreck. About three in the 
afternoon of the 4th, we had the inexpressible hiq[»pine8s of seeing the 
boat launched through the surf, by the indefatigable exertion of the above 
officers, assisted by the masters of the merchant ships, with a number of 
Portuguese peasants, who were encouraged by IVfr. Whitney, the Britun 
consul from Figuiera. All the crew then remaining on the wreck were 
brought safe on shore, prusing God for their happy deliverance from a 
slupwreck which has never had its parallel. As soon as 1 stept out of the 
boat, I found several persons whose humanity prompted them to offer 
me sustenance, though improperly, in spirits, which I avoided as much as 
possible. Our weak state may be conceived, when it is considered that 
we recdved no nourishment from Sunday to Wednesday afternoon^ and 
were continually exposed to the fury of the elements ; the greater part of 
us were badly bruised and wounded. After eating and drinking a little, 
I found myself weaker than before, occasioned, I iq;>prehend, from having 
been so long without dther. Some men died soon after getting on shore, 
from imprudently drinking too large a quantity of spirits. About 40 sdl 
of merchant ships were wrecked at the same time on th{s dreadful beach | 
but as they drew a less draught of water than the frigate* they were ^i 
course driven much closer to the shore than her and although the number 
of persons that perished in them was very considerable,, not a soul re- 
mained on board either after the first morning. Thus was lost one of 
the finest frigates in the British navy, with 61 of her officers and crew.'' 

The Carysfort and about 30 sail of merchantmen escaped 
a similar fate by wearing, without orders from Captain Dixon; 
shortly after the wind had shifted^ in the evening of April Ist. 
The surviying officers and men of the Apollo had to nuirch to 
Figuiera, a distance of eighteen miles^ whence they were 
conveyed in a schooner to Lisbon, and there received on 
board the Orpheus frigate for a passage to Portsmouth. 

Lieutenant Harvey subsequently served in the Amethyst 
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36^ Captain John William Spranger ; Amaranthe sloop. Cap- 
tain Edward Pelham Brenton ; and Intrepid 64," Captain the 
Hon, Philip Wodehouse. His promotion to the rank of 
commander took place Jan, 8, 1808, on which occasion be 
was appointed to the.Cephalus, a fine 18-gun brig, on the 
Mediterranean station, where he captured four of the enemy's 
privateers and several merchant vessels* His post commis- 
sion bears date April 18, 1811, at which period he was acting 
as Captain of the Cumberland 74. He subsequently com- 
manded the Topaze 36, and was employed off Corfu till the 
mouth of Dec. following. That frigate being then in a very 
defective state, he returned to England with the homeward 
bound trade under his protection, and paid her off at Ports- 
mouth in Feb. 1812. 

Captain Harvey married Miss Cannon, of Sandwich. 

Agent. — Sir F. M. Ommanney. 



ROBERT MERRICK FOWLER, Esq.. 

This officer was made a Lieutenant early in 1800 ; and 
appointed first of the Investigator sloop, Captain Matthew 
Flinders, at the commencement of 1801 • 

The Investigator (formerly Xenophon) was a north-coun- 
try-built ship, of 334 tons ; and^ in form, she nearly resem- 
bled the description of vessel recommended by Captain Cook 
as best calculated for voyages of discovery. She had been 
N purchased some years before into his Majesty's service ; and 
having been newly coppered and repaired, was considered to 
be the best vessel which could, at the time of Mr. Fowler's 
appointment to her, be spared for the purpose of making a com- 
plete examination and survey of the coast of New Holland. 

In this sloop. Lieutenant Fowler accompanied Captain 
Flinders to Terra Australis, and continued until she was laid 
up at Port Jackson, when h^ was appointed to command the 
Porpoise colonial store-ship, formerly the Infanta Amelia 
Spanish packet *, and ordered to convey Captain Flinders 

♦ See Vol. II. Part I. p. 98. 
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back to Englandj in expectation of getting another ship to 
renew and complete his survey. The loss of the Porpoise 
is thus described by the latter officer : 

" In the beginning of Aug. (1803)^ the Porpoise was nearly ready to sail ; 
and two ships then lying in Sydney Cove, bound to Batavia, desired leave 
to accompany us through Torres' Strait. These were the Hon. £. I. Com- 
pany's extra-ship Bridgewater, commanded by Edwin H. Palmer, Esq. and 
the ship Cato of London, commanded by Mr. John Park. The company 
of these ships gave me pleasure; for if we should be able to make a safe 
and expeditious passage through the strait with them, of which I had but 
little doubt, it would be a manifest proof of the advantage of the route 
discovered in the Investigator, and tend to bring it into general use. On 
the 10th, I took leave of my respected friend the Governor of New South 
Wales, and received his despatches for England ; and Lieutenant Fowler 
having given a small code of signals to the Bridgwater and Cato, we sailed 
out of Port Jackson together, at 1 1 A. M., and steered north-eastward for 
Torres' Strait. • • • • On the 1 7th at noon, we were in lat. 23© 22', 
long. 155^ 34', and had the wind at S. E. by S. Soon after two o'clock, 
the Cato being some distance on our larboard quarter, made the signal for 
seeing land. This proved to be a dry sand bank, which bore S. S. W. about 
3 leagues ; and the Porpoise sailing faster than the other ships, they were 
directed to keep on their course whilst we hauled up to take a nearer view 
of the bank. At 3 o'clock, when it bore S. by E. 5 or 6 miles, we hove to 
and sounded, but had no bottom at 80 fathoms. The Ca/o'« Bank^ for so 
it was named, is small, and seemed to be destitute of vegetation ; there 
was an innumerable quantity of birds hovering about, and it was surround- 
ed with breakers ; but their extent seemed very little to exceed that of the 
bank, nor could any other reef near it be discovered. The situation was 
ascertained to be nearly 23^ 6^ S., and 155^ 23^ E.; and we then made 
sail after the Bridgewater and Cato, to. take our station a-head of them as 
before. 

" Some apprehensions were excited for the following night by meeting 
with this bank ; but as it was more than two degrees to the eastward of the 
great Barrier Reefs, we thought it unconnected with any other, like the 
two discovered by Captain Ball and Mr. Bampton, further towards the north 
end of New Caledonia. I had, besides, steered for Torres' Strut in the 
Investigator, from reefs several degrees to the westward, without meeting 
with any other danger than what lay near the Barrier, or belonged to the 
Strait ; and by the time we had rejoined the ships in'the evening, the dis- 
tance run from the bank was 35 miles, and no other danger had been des- 
cried. It did not therefore seem necessary to lose a good night's run by 
heaving to ; and I agreed with Lieutenant Fowler, that it would be sufficient 
to make the signal for the ships to run under easy working sul during the 
night, — to take our usual station a-head, — and to charge one of the loves- 
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t]|(Btor*« wMTMit officers widi the k>uk-oiit on the forcastle. These {meant* 
^oos Imog tekeoy and the top-sails doable reefed, oar course was pmsaed 
to the N. by W., with a A^h breeze and cloudy weather ; and at 8 o'dode 
the lead was cast, but no bottom found at 35 fathoms. The Bridgewater 
was then about half a mile on the starboard, and the Cato a mile on the 
larboard quarter ; and their distance seeming to increase at 9, when our 
rate of gomg was eight knots, the fore-sail was hauled up to keep them m 
sight : wind then at S. E. by E. 

" In half an hour, and almost at the same instant by the Investigator^ 
carpenter on the fore-castle, and the master who had charge of the watdi 
on the quarter-deck,— -breakers were seen a-head. The helm was imme- 
diately put down, with the intention of tacking from them ; but the Por- 
pobe having only her three top-suis set, double-reefed, scarcely came up 
to the wind. Lieutenant Fowler sprang upon deck, <m hearing the noise i 
but supposing it to be occasioned by carrying away the tiller-rope, a cir- 
cumstance which had often occurred in the Investigator, and having no 
orders to give, I remained some minutes longer, conversing with the gen« . 
tlemen in the gun-room. On going up, I found the sails shaking in the 
wind, and the ship in the act of paying off; at the same time there were 
very high breakers at not a quarter of a cable's length to leeward. In 
about a minute, the ship was carried amongst the breakers ; and strildng 
upon a coral reef she took a fearful heel over on her larboard beam-ends, 
her head being north-eastward. A gtm was attempted to be fired, to warn 
the other vessels of the danger ; but owing to the violent motion and the 
heavy surfs flying over, this could not be done immediately ; and before 
lights were brought up, the Bridgewater and Cato had hauled to the wind 
across each other. 

" Our fore-mast was carried away at the second or third shock ; and the 
bottom was presently reported to be stove in, and the hold full of water. 
When the surfs permitted us to look to windward, the Bridgewater and Cato 
were perceived at not more than a cable's length distance : and approadiing 
each other so closely, that their running aboard seemed to us inevitable* 
This was an awful moment ; the utmost silence prevailed ; and when the 
bows of the two ships went to meet, even respiration seemed to be sus- 
pended. The ships advanced, and we expected to hear the dreadful crash ; 
bat presently they opened off from each other, having passed side by side 
without touching ;• the Cato steering to the N. E., and the Bridgewater to 
the southward. Our own safety seemed to have no other dependence than 
upon the two ships, and the exultation we felt at sedng tlus most immi- 
nent dayi^r passed, was great, but of short duration ; the Cato struck 
upon the reef about two cables' length from the Porpoise : we saw her fidl 
over on her broadside, and the masts almost instantly disappeared ; but the 
darkness of the mght did not admit of distinguislung, at that distance, what 
further might have happened. 

" Taming our eyes towards the Bridgewater, a light was perceived at 
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h^t fnast'-heady by which we knew she had cleared the reef ^ and our first 
Bensatioos were^ that the commander would certunly tack« and send boats 
to our assistance ; but when a little reflection had enabled us to put our* 
seWes in his place, it became evident that he would not choose to come so 
near the reef in the nighty blowmg fresh as it did ; and still less to send 
his boats and people into the breakers, to their certain destruction. 

** The Porpoise had very fortunately heeled towards the reef; so that 
the surfs which struck ag^ainst her tumed-up side, flew over without wash- 
ing any thing off the decks ; and the smooth appearance of the water under 
the lee, afforded « prospect of being able to get the boats out on that side. 
The experiment was tried with a small four-oarod gig; and succeeded $ 
but a six-oared cutter was jerked against the sheet anchor by the violence 
of the shocks^ and being stove was filled with water. 

" It was by no means certain how long the slup, being slightly built and 
not in a sound state, might hold together; it was therefore deemed expe- 
dient to lighten her, that she might drive further up the coral bank, and 
lie more easily. On sounding, the depth was found to be 17 fathoms on 
the windward side, but no more than a few feet on the reef 5 and Mr. 
Fowler ordered the mun and micen-masts, and the starboard anchor tb be 
cut away $ but on my suggesting to him the possibility of driving over the 
reef, with the rise of the tide, and sinking in deep water as the Pandora 
had done *, the lightening of the ship was not prosecuted further. 

** Beyond the smooth water close under the lee, there was a line of break** 
ers, and farther on the sea appeared to be tranqiul ; it therefore seemed 
probable that boats might approach the ship on that side, and if this in* 
formation could be conveyed to Capttun Palmer of the Bridgewater, that 
something might be speedily done towards saving the crew ; and as it was 
likely that my influence with him might be greatest, and being a passen- 
ger in the Porpoise, no charge made my presence on board immediately 
necessary, I proposed to make the attempt in the gig, to which Mr. Fow- 
ler assented, llie boat being obliged to lie at a little distance from the 
ship, to prevent being stove, I jumped overboard and swam to her ; and 
we pushed through the breakers to the smooth water, receiving two or 
three surfs by the way, from which we hardly escaped sinking. On ex- 
amining into the condidon of the boat, I found nothing to bale out the 
water, and only two oars, which did not belong to it $ and instead of the 
proper crew of four men, there were only three $ but under the thwarts 
were stowed away three others, the armourer, a cook, and & marine, 
who did not know how to handle an oar. These last were set to baling 
with their hats and shoes, and we rowed towards the Bridgewater^s %ht, 
keeping under the lee of the breakers. That ship was standing from us, 
and I saw that any attempt to get nearer before she tacked wouki be 
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IhiltteM i -atMl tr&k aUtenvat^, It was much to be douhted wbether, with 
two a^«4cward oan and«ii overlMded boat^ we could make aay way against 
tbe sea on the Avindward side of the reef; I therefore determined to re- 
masniinderthe lee of the breakers until she should approach, and to lie 
iMar the Porptiise, that in case^ of heir flfmn^-to pieces before monung, we 
might save some of the people; In roiling back we met the cutter, which, 
the men in her having got the leak partiy stopped, bad pushed off without 
nn oflBcer, and were going they scarcely knew whither ; they furnished us 
with a third oar, and I desired them to keep close to the gig, near, the 
wrecks until miming. We found the bottom here to be coral rock, and 
the water so shallow that a mim might stand up in many places with«nt 
beii^ -over-head. 

'* I wished to have got on board the ship, to let them know of the boats 
'being safe, and what we had discovered of the reef; but the breakers be- 
tween us, and the daHkness of the night, cut -off alt hope of communication 
beforentbrntngi They bumeitl bl^ lig^ every half hour, as a guide to 
the Bi^gewatei*'; but>her Kght Was lost to «s in the boats at 11 o'clock, 
ieind after 2 in the morning it was no longed seen from tlie Porpoise, At 
'tha^ time it appeared' tobelow^watei*, an4>the ship lay so much more quiat 
than beffore, that the appr^hebsion of hel' goiiig to pieces before daylight 
liadinuch subsided t t&be prejMA^ however for tlie next flood, Mr. Fow- 
ler employed his people- during (fbe: night in<making a raft of the spare 
;topM6ilast8, yards*,' '&c. with short ro^s all round it, hy which the people 
niight'hdid on*; and a ca^ of Wiater, wtfh -a chest containing some provi- 
'siotiSi a sektant, and- the Ibtestigatoif^s 'lof( booksy were secured upon 
'tfai rdfti 

"Of ihr [lodrOato', we could 'neither;* see norihear any thing . It appeared 
'tha;t Captfldn Pkrk, when meeting the 'Bridgewater on opposxte tacks, stop- 
ped setting' his-main-^sail and bore' aWay to le€fwatd ; had he perseveiOdL 
both ships must *have come upoitf the reef tocher; but by his presence 
of niind'Ott tMs occasion, the BridgeWatdr w^lithered the 'breaker and es- 
caped the impending danger. Wheti the Cato struck the reef, it was u^om 
theiNno^Q/f a^ek, under this hd'boai'd chesstree; and she fell over to 
whidward, with her deek^ exposed't6 lll0'Wave8. In a short time the decka 
and h^lds were torn up» and^ every thhig washed away ; and the sole pkoe 
left,Where the uwfortunate people could 'hot^etaav^dtl^ fuvy of the aea« 
ma in the hnrbdard 'fore-<ihannelj Where they all crowded together, thp 
'greater part 'with no otlier covering than their -shirts. .Every time the- sea 
fliradc the Gato, U twisted her abouft upon the rock with auoh violentjevks* 
•thai they cfxpected the steni, which was down in the waiter, would part 
•every- moment. In this situation, some lashing themselves to the ' tinihan- 
heads, others- dinging to the cliain-plates and dead^yes, and to each otheiv 
Captain Park and his crew pas«ed the night; their hope being, that the 
forecastle of the ship might, hold upon the rock till morning, and that the 
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Brids^ewater would then send heir boats to save them. From the Porpobe 
they. entertained no hope; and nntil the signal lights were seen, tliey 
thought her gone to pieces. 

/' At the first dawning of day» I got on hoard the Porpoise by the help 
of the fallen masts. Erery body was' in good spirits at seeing the ship 
]iold together so well, and finding the boats safe; for tlie gig, with all in 
her, had been given up for iost, some one having thought he saw her sink 
in. the breakers. With the day-light appeared a dry sand' bank, hot' more 
than hailf amile distant, sufficiently large .to receive as all; widi what pro- 
visions might be got out of the ship.; and thesatisfacdonarisii^ from this 
discovery was increased by theBckigewater being perceived under sail, and 
though distant, that she was jatahdmg towards the reef^ On the other side, 
the appelirance of the poor Oato,- with the people \vaving to us- from the 
bowsprit and forecastle, the only parts above water, was truly distressing.- 

" The reef seemed to be a niiie in breadth, and it extended in an east 
and west direction, to a distance faieyond .y/heX could be distinguished from 
the Porpoises deck ; but tbere were in it several mde, and- apparently 
deep openings, by ydndk the Bi^ewater might run to leeward ; and there 
anchor or lie Jto, whilst sending her boats to oiir assistance. Havmg madid 
tbese remarifs^I left Mr« Fowler and his people getting dp water and pro- 
visions ; and went to the bank for.thie ](iurpo8e 'Of being ready to go off ii| 
thegig^ so soon a& that ship should be near enongh, and pdintipg outio 
Captain Palmer the. means by udfichhe might take' on board the tih) 'crews; 
and what else might .be saved; '.But he. went upon the othfei* tack soon after- 
ivard, and; no more was seen of i him daring the day. 

''A Dumber of sea-birds' eggi scattered over the bank, showed tliat it 
was above. high-water mark; and;!.* sent the gig back with this intelligence 
to Lieutenant Fowler. Seetng^thhtthe Bridgewaterdid notUpproach, he 
or4^red t^ bos^ tio.Ue opjMsiteio^ Uie (Jatp:; aodCaptain Park and his 
men» throwing themselve&ii^ tint water with: any pieeea of ^par or plank 
they could findv a^i^am to her t&rough. the breakienT j aM were then takev 
to the Porpoise, wliere they received food and* some dotfalng. Several 
were t^ruised tigAinat the coral rocks; and three young lads were drowned. - 

*' At lowr\nU;fir,iidiiQh. happened about two o'clook, the reef was dry 
very near to the Porpoise, andbbth officers and men were assiduously em^ 
ployed in getting upon it provisions and tbcfu? clothes ; they wert broaghir 
firom thence by the boats^ fiMr.tke depth was several feet at a distahce round 
the bank. Before dark^ fiire half' hogsheads of water, some flour, salt meat, 
rice, and spirits' were Jaoded, with such of the pigs and sheep as had es- 
caped drowning; andeve^y.man from both ships had got on shore. Some 
of the Cato's sailors appeared m officers' uniforms, given to them in the 
Porpoise; and I was' pleased to see that our situation was not thought so' 
bad by the people, as to hinder all pleasantry upon these promotions. 
Thosie who had saved great coats or blankets Mted with the less fortunate, 
and yve hud downito sleep 6b tht. sand m tolejrable tranquillity, being ftiu6k 

2b2 
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oppressed with fatigue ; and except from those of the Cato's men \9tt& 
had been bruised or cut by the rocks^ there was not a complaining voice 
heard on the bank. 

*' The Porpoise's two cutters and the gig were hauled up to high-water 
mark ; but the latter not having been well secured, and the night tider 
rising higher than was expected, it was carried away, to our great loss. 
In the morzung, we had the satisfaction to see the ship still entire, and 
thrown higher up the reef; the Gato had gone to pieces, and all that re- 
mained was one of the quarters, which had floated o?er the front ledge of 
the reef, and lodged near our bank. Of the Bridgewater nothing could be 
seen ; and many fears were entertuned for her safety. 

*' For the better preserration of discipline, and of that union between 
the crews of the Porpoise and Cato and passengers of the Investigator, so 
necessary in our circumstances, it was highly expedient that they should 
be put on the same footing, and united under one bead. The Porpoise was 
lost beyond a possibility of hope, and the situation of the commander and 
crew thereby rendered similar to that of their passengers; I therefore 
considered myself authorized and called upon, as the senior officer, to take 
the command of the whole ; and my intention being communicated to 
Lieutenant Fowler, he assented mthout hesitation to its expediency and 
propriety ; and I owe to Captain P^k a similar acknowledgment. * * * 

** A top-sail yard was set up and secured as a flag staff on the lugbest 
part of the bank, and a large blue ensign hobted to it mth the union down- 
ward, as a signal to the Bridgewater. We expected, if no accident had 
happened, that she would come to relieve us from our critical situation so 
soon as the wind should be perfectly moderate ; but I judged it most pru- 
dent to act as if we had no such resource, and this was justified by the 
event. Captain Palmer had even then abandoned us to our fete, and was, 
at the moment, steering away for Batavia, without having made any effort 
to give us assbtance. He saw the wrecks, as also the sand bank, on the 
morning after our disaster, and must have knovni that the reef was not all 
connected, since it b spoken of by him as lying in patches ; but he did not 
seek to ascertun whether any of the openings were passable for the Bridg- 
water, and might enable him to take those on board who had escaped 
drowning. He bore away round all ; and whilst the two hapless vessels 
were still visible from the masUhead, passed the leeward extremity of the 
reef, and hove to for the night. The apprehension of danger to himself 
must then buve ceased ; but he neither attempted to work up in the smooth 
water, nor sent any of his boats to see whether some unfortunate kdivi- 
duals were not clinging to the wrecks, whom he might snatch from the 
sharks, or save from a more lingering death : it was safer, in hb estimation, 
to continue on hb voyage and publbh that we were all lost, as he did not 
^ to do on his arrival in Indb. 

'* The wind blew fresh from the south-eastward on the 18th and 19th, 
but on the two following days it was moderate, with fine weather; we 
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WDilced hard on board the Porpoise, and by the 92d had got most of the 
water aod provisions secured in a lar^e tetit made with spars and sails ; 
each mess of officers and men had also their private tent ; and our manner 
of living and working had assumed the same regulanty as before the ship- 
wreck. ;<•> "»» r 

" Our prospects of receiving succour from the Bridgiewater having be- 
come very feeble, after two days of moderate weather had ehipsed, I called 
a council of all the officers, to deliberate upon the best means of relieving 
ourselves from the precarious situation in which our misfortune, and Gap- 
Cain Palmer's want of energy and humanity, had left us exposed ; and it 
was finally determined, that an oflker and crew, in the largest of the two 
six-oared cutters, should endeavour to get to Sandy Cape, 63 leagues dis- 
tant, and from thence along the coast to Port Jackson, and pray his Ex- 
cellency, the Governor, to send vessels to carry us either back to that port, 
or on towards England. But as the safe arrival of the cutter at that sea^ 
son of the year, when strong winds usually prevail from the southward, 
was a subject of much apprehension ; it was resolved that two decked 
boats, capable of transporting every person remaining on the bank, ex- 
cepting one officer and boat's crew, should be immediately laid down by 
the carpenters, to be built from what was already, and might be still fur- 
ther saved from the wreck ; and that, if the officer in the cutter did not 
return with assistance in two months, the boats should then, or as soon 
after as they could be ready to sul, proceed to Port Jackson. The first, 
and prindpal means, however, through which our deliverance was to be 
expected* being the safe arrival of the cutter, the choice of an officer to 
conduct her was next considered. Lieutenant Fowler proposed, and ift 
seemed to be the general wish, that I should undertake the execution of 
the task i and bdng satisfied that the preservation of order on the bank, 
«nd the saving of the stores would be left in good hands, the hope of being 
instrumental to the general safety induced me readily Co comply. * * , * 

*' On Aug. 26, the largest cutter being ready for her expedition, was 
launched, and named the Hope. The morning was fine, and wind light 
from the southward ; and notwithstanding its being Friday, which in the 
seaman's calendar is the most unfortunate of the whole week to commence 
a voyage, I embariced for Port Jackson, with the commander of the Cato. 
• •••••, Xhe reader has perhaps never gone 250 leagues at 

sea in an open boat, or along a strange coast inhabited by savages ; but 
if he recollect the 80 officers and men upon Wreck-Reef Bank, and how 
important was our arrival to their safety, and to the saving of the charts, 
journals, and papers of the Investigator's voyage, ht may have some idea 
of the pleasure we felt, but particularly myself, at entering our destmed 
port •." 



See FUndecs' Voyage to Terra Australis, IL 297— d2L 



374 POST-CAPTAINS OF 1811. • 

An officer who remained on the bank^ relating what occur« 
red there during the absence of Captain Flinders, says, 

'* A saw-pit WHS formed^ the forge set up, and every thing got in for- 
wardness for laying down a new boat. Our toils were for the present at 
an end, and we were a very comfortable community, lodged in huts made 
of sails, looking fonvard with patience to the arrival of a ship, and each 
amusing himself in the way best suited to bis inclination. An island, 
Bitttated about nine or ten miles £. by N. of us, attracted our attention^ 
and \i9a visited in the remaining boat, by Lieutenant Fowler, soon after 
the departure of Captain Flinders. It was much larger, and ihore perfect 
in its fbrmadon, than our own, being nearly a mile in circumference, 
abounding in Birds, with turtle occasionally visiting it ; and it moreover 
was covered pretty deeply with vcfgetable soil. The birds were chidly 
oceanic, and had resorted thither to hatch their yoUng, wliith afforded us 
an opportunity of procurhg eggs in plenty. The first visit to this spot 
iepaid us with a supply of all its delicacies, for the boat returned loaded ; 
one turtle was caught, and the cargo was completed with eggs and birds, 
•which was an incitement to future adventurers. About this time also, we 
had a heavy and productive fall of nun, which came down in such torrents 
one morning, that our tents were not proof agsunst its violence, and we 
were turned out of our beds ; but were amply repaid for the interruption 
of our repose by a fortnight's supply of excellent wholesome water. Tli^ 
was put to die general stock, and gave confirmation to our hopes of re- 
lease ; for we dreaded at first want of water, which^ under a hot sun, ii 
infinitely more distressing than scarcity of victuals. Bread was the duty 
perishable article in the ship, and it was, as you can easily suppoiie; 
iBpoiled by the salt water; but we had flour in abundance, which, when 
ibixed up with a little salt water and hog's-lard, and baked in the ashes, 
m^e a palatable substitute : of fresh Water, we had never less thaii half 
a gallon a day, so that our situation was neither irksome nor punfuL 
Half allovirance, or a gill of spirits, was daily served, over wMch we 
tdked in the evening ; (economy and care were only wanting, to mak^ 
the allowance adequate to our appetites*." 

Captain Flinders arrived at Port Jackson on the 8th Sept, 

1803 : the following is an extract of his official letter to 

Governor King^ announcing the fate of the Porpoise : 

'* I think it proper to notice to your Excellency, that the great exer- 
tions of Lieutenant Fowler, and his officers and ship's company, as well 
as the passengers belonging to the Investigator, in saving his Majesty^ 
stores, have been very praise-worthy ; and I judge, that the precautions 
that were taken will exonerate the commander of the Porpoise from th^ 



• Nmf. Chron, xvi, 227 et seq. 
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.blame that migbt' otherwise be mtefhed '0o Ihe ^0s oC hUlMi^ctfcjr's 
armed vessel*." 

Governor King lost no time in engi^ng the ship RoUa^ 
Mr. Robert Cntnming commander^ t^en tying in Sydney 
Cove, bound to China, to go to the rescue of the ofi&cers and 
men on Wreck-Keef Bank ; and as Captain Flinders agreed 
with faim, that the Cumberland colonial schoonei;, of 39 tons, 
was capf^le of performiiigithe voyage to England by way of 
Torres' Strait^ he , directed the .cqmmig&ary to make that 
vessel over tohim^.and to xon^plete her from the stores of 
the Investigator. Th^ Francis, another vessel of the same 
description, was likewise ordered to.accpn^pany.theRplla, 
for the purpose of receiving and hri|iging back those who 
.preferred returning to Port ^Jackson,, a^id as rpaany stores as 
she could carry. 

Every thing beiiq; prepared for bis departure. Captain 
Flinders.sailed out of the harbour, on the 21st Sept. at day- 
light, but did pot get sight of the epsign.upon ihe. top of the 
bank till the 7th of the .following month. 

*' It was six weeks oa thb day,'' says he, '* since I had quitted thjB 
reef in the boat, for the purpose of seeking the means to relieve my offi- 
cers and people. The bank was first seen from the RoUa's mast head, 
and sooa afterwards two boats were perceived under sul : advancing 
nearer, we saw one boat make for the Rolla, and the other returning to 
.the Jliadk. -The PprpQise had not . yet goi^e . to. pieces ; but was still . lying 
on her beam ends, high up on the reef, a-fraU, but impressive monument 
of our misfortune. In the afternoon I anchored under the lee of the 
bank, in 18 fathoms coral sand, and a salute of 11 guns from ft was 
immediately fired, the carronades of the Porpoise having been trans- 
ported from the wreck. ••• • 

''The two beats vra had seen were the Porpoise's remaining cutter, and 

» new boat construifted during my absence; it was just completed, and 

Lieuteiiant Fowler had this morning gone out to try its sailing agednst the 

•cutter. •// wai about the size of the Cumberland, had a deck, and was 

^aUed the Restmree. 

"On the 10th, three days aftei^onr arrival, the Rolla had received the 
people destined fdr her, with part of the pr6 visions and istores; and the 
Cumberland was ready to sul. • • • • 

** The officers' journals, which were to be sent to the admiralty at the 
conclusion of the voyage, had not been demanded at the time of our 



•t-*m 
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iMpwredc ; Lieutenant Fowler was therefore directed to take all that were 
saved belonginfir to the officers embarked with him in the Rolla ; and lest 
.any accident should happen to the Cumberland^ I committed to his charge 
a copy of four charts^ bdng all of the east and north coasts which ^uare 
had been time to get ready ; with these he took a short letter to the Se- 
cretary of the Admiralty, and one to the Victualluig Board, indodng 
such vouchers as had been saved from the wreck/* • • * • *' At nooo 
(Oct. 11) we parted company with three cheers, the Rolla steering nordi- 
eastward for China, whilst my course was directed for Torres' Strait *•*' 

At Canton^ Lieutenant Fowler embarked as a passenger on 
board the Hon. £. I. C. ship Earl Camden^ commanded by 
Captain Nathaniel Dance^ the senior officer of a most vala- 
able homeward bound China fleet, consisting of sixteen sail 
of what are commonly denominated '^ 1200-ton ships^'^ the 
registered tonnage of most of which exceeds 1900, and in 
some cases amounts to 1500 tons. 

On the 31st Jan. 1804, this fleet sailed from Canton, ac- 
companied by eleven country ships and two other merchant- 
men, which Captain Dance had been ordered by the Select 
Committee to convoy as bx as their courses lay in the same 
direction. The Ganges, a fast sailing armed-brig, in the 
Hon. Company's service, likewise sailed with him, to be em- 
ployed in any manner that might tend to the safety or con- 
venience of his charge. 

Captain Dance's celebrated rencontre with the French Rear- 
Admiral Idnois is described in an official letter from him to 
the Hon. Court of Directors^ of which the following are ex- 
tracts: — 

" On the 14th Feb., at day-break^ we saw Pulo Auro, W. S. W. and at 8 
A. M. the Royal George made the signal for seeing four strange sail in the 
S. W. I made the signal for the four ships named in the marginf to go 
down and examine them ; and lieutenant Fowler, R. N. late commander of 
the Porpoise, having handsomely ofiered to go in the Ganges and inspect 
them nearly, I afterwards sent her down likewise ; andfrom their algnab I 
percdved it was an enem3^s squadron, consisting of a line-of-battle slup, 
three frigates, and a brig. At 1 P. M., I recallei the look-out ships, and 
formed the line of battle in dose order. 

" As soon as the enemy couhi fetch our wake, they put about; we kepi 

• See Flinders' Voyage, v. 2, pp. 322—330. ' 
t Alfred, Royal Geoige, Bombay Castle, and Hope. 
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<m our coune under an eas/iNdl : at near sim-eet they were clote In o«r 
rear, and I was in momentary expectation of an attads there, and prepared 
to support it; but at the dose of the day we perceived them haul to wind- 
ward. I sent Lieutenant Fowler, in the Ganges brig; to station the country 
ships on our lee-bow, by which we were between them and the enemy ; and 
having so done, he returned with some volunteers from them. 

** We lay-to in line of battle all night, our men at their quarters : at day 
break on the 15th, we saw the enemy about 3 miles to windward, lyii^-to ; 
we hoisted our colours, ofiferii^ lum battle if he diose to come down. The 
enemy's four ships hoisted French colours, the line-of-battle-ship carrying 
a Rear-Admiral's flag ; the brig was under Batavian colours. 

*' At 9 A. M. finding they would not come down, we formed the order 
of sailing, and steered our course under an easy sail ; the enemy then filled, 
and stood towards us. 

''At 1 P. M. finding they proposed to attack and cut off our rear, 
I made the signal to tack and bear down on them, and engage in succea- 
sion, the Royal George bdng the leading ship, the Ganges next*, and then 
the Earl Camden. This manceuvre was correctly performed, and we stood to- 
wards him under a press of sail. The enemy then formed in a very close 
line, and opened their fire on the headmost ships, which was not returned 
by us till we approached nearer. The Royal George bore the brunt of the 
action, and got as near the enemy as they would permit her. The Ganges 
and Earl Camden opened their fire as soon as their guns couM have efiG»ct| 
but before any other ship could get into action, the enemy hauled thdr 
mnd, and stood away to the eastward, under all the sul they could set. 
At 2 P. M. I made the signal for a general chase, and we pursued them 
till 4 P. M. ; when fearing a longer pursuit would carry us too farfrom the 
mouth of the straits, and considering the immense property at stake, I 
made the signal to tack : at 8 P. M. we anchored in a situation to proceed 
for the entrance of the straits in the mondng. As long as we cduld dis- 
tinguish the enemy, we perceived them steering to the eastward under a 
press of sul. The Royal George had one man killed and another wounded, 
many shot in her hull, and more In her suls ; but few shot touched either 
the Camden or Ganges ••♦♦♦♦. 

*' I received great assistance from the advice and ewertions of lAeutenani 
Fotder, whose meritorious conduci in this instance, I hope the Hon, Court 
will communicate to the Lords of the Admiratty, 

** From Malacca, I despatched Lieutenant Fowler, in the Ganges brig, 
to Pulo Penang, with a packet frc^n the Sdect Committee to the captam of 
any of his Majesty's ships, solidting convoy to thb very valuable fleet. 
••••••. We arrived at St. Helena the 9th June, under convoy 

of H. M. ships Albion and Sceptre f." ♦•♦••••• 

The squadron under Mons. Linois counted of the Ma- 

* Another I20a-ton ship, 
t See Suppl. Put L p. 146. 



^r^P> 74> fioUe Poole and SemiUante, fvigatea^T Bufceau SKI- 
fgun-ooiVette, and Aventorier 16-gan brig ; tbe latter belong- 
ing to the colonial goTemment at Batavia^ from whence he 
had sdled purposely to intercept the China fleets the pro- 
perty on board of which it is said was of the value of more 
than 11,000,000;. sterling ! The East India Company most 
liberallyrewardedthe commanders, officers, and seamen of thib 
fleet, for their excellent conduct on the above occasion. To 
Lieutenant Fowler they presented 300 guineas for the purchase 
of a piece of plate. The Committee for managing the Pa- 
triotic Fund also came forward in a munificent mannec* 
From that Society he received a sword value 50 guineas, 
with « stiitdile iinsdription. Captain Dance was further re- 
weirded With the honor of kni^thood, and the most marked 
expressions of his late' Majesty's approbation *. 

The subject of this memoir arrived at the Admiralty, Aug. 
9, 1804 ; obtained the rank of Commander Feb. 4, 1806^ 
And wa» appointed to the Crocus brig about Aug. 1808* His 
post commission bears date April 20, 1811. He married, 
June 16, 1813, Caroline Matilda, eldest daughter of James 
Dashwood, of Harley Street, London, Esq. Mrs. Fowler 
died in 1816. 

^m^««-*Mes8irs. Cooke, Halford, and Son. 



WILLIAM FTTZWIIXIAM OWEN, Esq. 

C$9efmor^$k^I$kkd\>fFetnctni» Po; anda Member of the Astr&nek^u 

eaPSodetpf, 

Brother to Sir Edwajd W* C. R. Owen, K. C. B. M. P. 
&c &c. 

* • Sir Nathannjl Dance di^atEnfiefd, CO. Middlesex, in Mar. 1827, 
aged nearly 79 yean. 

't' We ctiinot but notice With extdtatidn the numl^er of naral officers 
iiHioare ttssoeiated in thetneritorions labour of tbat useful body the A»- 
tronomidil Society : by subjoining their names, a proof will be afibrded ihsix 
our service eombmes a prominent scientific rank with its zeal and courage: 

H. 11. H. the Lord High Admiral, Sir Edward W. €. R. Owen J ; Cap- 
MtM \iailiaBi' D»UitBti| Wittiam Henry Shirreff, f^neis faoaufort %, Wil- 
liam F. Owen, Basil Hall, John Ross, Armar Lowry Corry, William Ed« 

_ ■» -> • j i»..i». 

:% \Memher9^ike Cau^il. 
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■ THiar officer served as a midshipman' of the CdlWcfeh 7*, 
Captaui Isaac Schomberg^ on the glorious first of June^ 
1794 5 and was in the Ruby 64, Captain Edwin Henry Stan- 
hope, at the capture of a Dutch squadron, in Saldanha bay^s 
Cape of Good Hope^ Aug. 18, 1796*: he subsequently joined 
the London 96, bearing the flag of Vice- Admii^ John Colpoys, 
with whom he quitted her during the general mutiny at Spit- 
head, in May 1797* For his conduct on that trying occasion, 
he was soon afterwards presented with a commission. 

At the renewal of hostilities, in 1803, Lieutenant Owefi 
obtained the command of the Se^ Flower, a 14-guti brig, ih 
which vessel he captured le Charles, French national ketch, 
at the island of Rodriguez, Jt^ly 15, 1806. In Sept follo^nng, 
we find him exploring part of the Maldiva islands, and their 
separating channels, which had never been regularly invest!-' 
gated : the additional information thus procured respecting 
theih is duly acknowledged in An ap|>endix to ^^ Harsburgh*s 
Sailing Directiofis,'* On the 10th Nov. in the siime year, 
he discovered an excellent chatifiel, tiow bearing the name of 
his brig, situated b^ttitreen the islands df 'Se-Seertib aiid Se 
Pora, neat the Ivest doast of Sumatra. 

In our tiiemoit Of Viscount Exmouth, w^ have stated, thAt 
the Sea Flower conducted that officer's squadron througli a 
very intricate navigation into Batavia rotidd, Ndv. 27, 1806 : 
his gallant dondiiet, ftt the destriiction of the Btitch shipping 
lying tiiere, is tbii6 tulkhbtrledged in the bffickl letter an- 
ndtmcing that 'event r^ 

'^ The boats df the sqtfidroti a^seiiibled alon^ide' the' Terpsichore,, 
wfaicbx With the Sir Francis Drak^i tifcut b«en jllaoed to nearas pOBsibfe to 
CO? er them, and were led ia tx) deslroy tiie'enfeBiy^'^hips by Captain Fleet- 
wood Pellew^ uuder a hea?y fire frfntho'ships and batteries. • • • • • . 

''The gallaat conduct of Captain Fleetwood Pellew, Lieutenant W.. 
Fitzwilliam Owen, and Lieutenant T. Groube,. first of the Culloden, the 
offioenr, teamen,' ajnd dariiies employed undei^ their command, in this ini« 

\vard Parry, John Franklin, William Henry Smyth %, John George Graham,. 
Frederick William' Beechey; Commanders John Molesworth, Pringle 
Stokes, Henry Foster, Hon. John 'Frederick F. De Roos, James Clark 
Ross; Lieutenants George 'Young, WilUao^ Samuel Stratford {, George 
Beaufoy, Charles Ramsay Drinkwater, Thomas Graves, and -— • Kendall. 

. • SeeVohL'PartXp^Sl. 
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poitant duty, is deserving of every praise. The service was directed with 
great coolness and judgment, and executed in tlie most steady, asealoos, 
and active manner. ♦ • • • • 

'' Tlie necessary destruction of the William corvette * has deprived me 
of an opportunity of rewarding the services of Lieutenant Owen on this 
occasion ; I therefore beg leave to recommend him and Lieutenant Groube, 
who were appointed to lead divisions on tlus service, to their lordslups* 
protection/' 

(Signed) " Edw. Pbllew." 

On the 11th Dec. 1807^ Lieutenant Owen assisted at the 
total annihilation of the Dutch naval force in the Eastern 
Seas t : his commission as a Commander bears date May 20, 
1808. Some time afterwards^ he had the misfortune to be 
taken prisoner^ and carried to the Isle of France ; from whence 
he jwas allowed to depart in a cartel, just before the conquest 
of that valuable colony in 1810. 

Captain Owen's next appointment was to the Barracouta 
of 18 guns, on the East India station ; and he joined that 
vessel time enough to assist at the blockade of Batavia, pre- 
paratory to the invasion of Java. Whilst thus employed, one 
of his boats^ with 8 men» under the command of acting lieu* 
tenant George Tyrrell, was attacked by a piratical proa, hav- 
ing on board about 50 Malays, every one of whom was either 
killed or driven into the sea ; Mr. Tyrrell then secured the 
vessel and carried her off to the Leda frigate, which had hove 
in sight just at the close of the desperate conflict %• 

On the arrival of the expedition under Lieutenant*General 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty and Commodore Broughton, the sub- 
ject of this sketch was ordered to assist Captain Sayer, of the 
Leda, in directing the debarkation of the troops, at Chilling- 
ching I and he continued attached to the army until after the 
surrender of Batavia, Aug. 8^ 181 1 §• His promotion to post 
rank took place on the 2d May^ in the same year. 

We next find Captain Owen commanding the Cornelia, a 
32-gun frigate. On the 20th Nov. 1811, when escorting 
some transports from Batavia towards Bombay, he accidentally 

♦ See Vol I, Part I, p. 223. 

t See Suppl. Rut I, p. 404 ei seq. 

X Nov. Chron. v. 27, p- 1^. 

S Sie Vol. IL Fart h p. d55. 
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saw the bottom^ and carried soundings of 19 and 20 fathoms 
over a bank now bearing his name^ but the extent of which 
he could not stop to ascertain : at the time of his discovering 
it, he made the latitude 6® 46' 30* S. and the longitude by 
chronometer was 70° 12' £. The ships in company with him 
had no soundings. The Cornelia returned home with a con* 
voy from China^ and was paid off, in 1813. 

Since 1815, Captain Owen has surveyed the Lakes in Ca- 
nada ; and the coasts of Asia and Africa, from Cape Comorin^ 
along the coasts of Malabar and Surat, the whole extent of 
the sea-side of Persia and Arabia, the east side of Africa (in- 
cluding Madagascar, the Seychelles, and other islands), and 
the Atlantic shores of that continent, to the river Gambia. 
He is at present employed in forming a new settlement at Fer- 
nando Po, an island in the Bight of Benin ; it being supposed 
that it will prove not only a more healthy situation than 
Sierra Leone, but that it will also affor4 greater facilities for 
the prevention of the slave-trade. 

We very much regret, that it is not at present in our power 
to give a more perfect sketch of the services of this gallant^ 
enterprising, and scientific officer. At a future period we may 
be enabled to do so. 

^gents.'^Messn. Maude and Co. 



MANLEY HALL DIXON, Esq. 

Eldest surviving child of Admiral Sir Manley Dixon, K.C.B. 
by Miss Christiana Hall, of Jamaica. 

This officer was bom in the parish of Stoke Damarell, co. 
Devon, June 8, 1786; and he entered the navy in June^ 
1794, under the immediate protection of his father, with 
whom he served as midshipman, master^s mate, and acting 
Lieutenant, in the Porcupine of 24 guns, TEspion 40, the Lion 
64, and le Gfen^reux 74 ; on the Channel, North Sea, Irish^ 
and Mediterranean stations, until Captain Dixon's removal to 
the Alexander 74, about June 1801. 

In I'Espion, Mr. Dixon witnessed the capture of le Buo- 
naparte French privateer, of 17 guns and 110 men, Feb. 14, 
1797 : the important sendees performed by the Lion have 
been fully described at pp. 375—378 of Vol. I. P^rt h Le 
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(CL^mur^ wbUe employed in the blAc;ka4e oi Malt^i, asiUtisJ 
at:ti^ <^apture of la Dinne Freoich frigate.^ mauntiog 42 gun«t 
but with only 114 men on boards the remainder having be§ii 
landed at la Valette, toassiat at the defence of that garrison *; 

hi Aug. 1801^ Mr. Dixon was appointed^ acting Lieuteotant 
of the Alexander^ in which ship he continued^ undei: th^ com? 
maud of his father, until she was paid offi at Pi(?i!t9nfiQW^y in 
A^gi IW^' HU first commissbn heartii dfUte April i8> Ji8()2. 

Lieutenant DiKon's next s^{K>intment was, Oct. 1803, W 
beitbirjiiof ithe.Ter^^ble 74, Captain Lord Henry Paulcstj then 
ewplpyed in the. blockade: of the enemy's, ports, bul. subMir 
quently forming part of the squadron under Sir R. J. Strachap# 
deepirfiched to St; Aejena; in. qu^tiof an equal number of 
Fcey^h Iiae'*of-baUte*ship9.» one of Avhicb was commanded hy 
Jerome, brother ta N^f^eon JB.uonaparte. 

On the 19th May^ 180^ Sir Richaid J. Strachan again sailed 
^m Plymouth in. pursuit. of the same Fi!ench squadron.; and 
on this occasion he was likewise accompanied by the Tort 
ribte' Altar cruieoog fop some time pff. Madeira and the.Ca- 
^iWl^ idandfl, he {proceeded to Barbadoes^ wher^eM received 
fSit gpod inforpiatiofi, that the night of A^g. 18th felL upon 
both squadrons nearly in the same latitude, and within a»dff!- 
gree of the same longitude ; the British experiencing a. tre- 
mendous hurricane in lat. 21*»25' N^long. 62** W. the enemy, 
in lat. 22** N. long. 68? W. The a^cidef&tal circumstance of 
a day's earlier departure firoia.Caidisle bay, mi^bt have ena- 
bled Sir Richard to have crossed the pal^h, of the French. Ad- 
miral, Mon8« Villauii^z, as^ the latter was returning to his 
cruising ground firom tibe eastward,, Aftfi|p.upsuccessfully se^^ 
iijg for Jeromes Buonaparte, wbo.l^ji^.unqej^emoniou^y qui|^t^ 
his protection^ eighteen: d?iys befpi*^ 

In th^ aboye hurricane^, wbieh qpntinu^d witljk imabated vio<- 
lence for 36 hours, the Terrible was totally disi^^asted, anf| 
had all her boats eitheir blown ot washed away ; her tiller 
broke, and the spare one wa^ scarcely shipped before it did 
the sanie : — ^In this alarming situation, and left to the fury of 

** La Diane etruek to ^le squadron under Oaptain George Martk>, afiter 
ai(te8«)o£.soaie.lioars».aid oxoapiag'fight.vritktlie SoeceBs ^gate»\GB|kf 
1^ Sh»^l|fH|[i feiffd.; 
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tbe Btorm^ withoat a vessel of any description, ia aight^ one of 
her lower-deck guns nearly got adrift, but, providentially^ 
through the active exertions of her officers and dicew^ the im- 
minent danger that at this instant seemed to threaten eveiy 
one on board was speedily averted. In 48 hours after^ tiife 
hurricane subsided, the Terrible was completely jury«>riggfid^ 
and ready to set sl)udding sails if wanted i ! . ' 

Lieutenant Dixon quitted the Terrible, at Plymouth, in 
Nov. 1806 ; and xemain^ed upoii half p.^. till June 4, 1807> 
when he was appointed second of the Hojratio frigate. Captain 
George Scott; • 

In Sept. foUowing, the Horatip sailed from Port^oiouth for 
Quebec, with Sir James Craig, the newly-appouited Gover* 
nor-General of Canada. She wa& subsiequently employed, on 
the North American and West India stations. 

In 1808^ Lieuteuiant DiKon became first of the Horatio; 
and on the 10th Feb. 1809, he was badly wounded by ja mus? 
ket-ball (which^ eaitered his left groin and passed through 
the lhigh)> wlule engaging la Junon Fi:e]pLch frigate, — the 
capture of which shiip has been described at p. 147 et seq. of 
Vol. II. Part I. For hi^ gallant conduct on this occasbn, he 
was promoted to the rtrnkof CommaiMler, and his commissioi^ 
as such dated bi^k to the day of the action. He returned, to 
Engtaiu), .a^>a3)as3enger pn bo^rd the Hussar frigate, in the 
month pf Ji^ne following. 

In the summer pf 18lOy,7¥e find Captaia Dixqn .i^erving aa 
a volunteer under bis fcttjp^ry pn the Baltic 8mtion>. Towurds 
the latter end of the saine yeai?^ he obtain^^t^e^ppm^w^^n^' pf 
the Fly brig, in which ve^ he continued; until }m a;dyance« 
ment to post rank, June 28, 18U» From ^hs^t fieric^d \^ 
served as flag-captain to Reair Admiral X>ixp|i, ^ tib^ Vigo 
and Montague, 74's, on the Baltic and South American ^sta* 
tions, until July 1813, wheifi he exphaoged wiiftCa{i^n. Pe- 
ter Heywood into the Nereus 42. 

After accompanyii^ the homeward bound trade to the 
northward as feir as the equator. Captain Dixon returned, to 
Rio de Janeiro, from w:hehce he ^as sent to. assume the 
command of a small squadron stationed in the Rip de la 
Plata, where he continued until .I'eUevted ^y Captain Sir Ed- 
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ward Tucker^ in Aug. 1814. The NereuB wad paid dff id 
Jan. 1815. 

Captain Dixon enjoys a pension of 250/. per annum for die 
wound he received Feb. 10, 1809. He married, April 18, 
1815, Harriet, second daughter of William Foot, of Devon- 
port, Esq. His only surviving brother, Mathew Chailes 
Dixon, Esq. is a captain in the royal en^neers. 



WILLIAM BROOKING DOLLING, Esq. 

Nephew to Superannuated Rear-Admiral Samuel Brooking. 

This officer was made a Lieutenant in Aug. lyO/y and he 
received the Turkish gold medal for his services during the 
Egyptian campaign : his promotion to the rank of CSomman-* 
der took place, Aug. 6, 1805. We subsequently find him in 
the Trompeuse corvette, on the Downs station. 

On the 15th May, 1809, being then in company with the 
Badger brig. Captain Dolling discovered eleven French armed 
schuyts, standing to the eastward from Boulogne ; and on his 
approach, they endeavoured to put into Ambleteuse ; but 
three of them having overshot that harbour, were obliged 
to go round Cape Grisnez, where they were attacked in the 
ensuing night by the boats of the British vessels, under the 
direction of Lieutenant Strong, of the Trompeuse : two of 
them, mounting 2 long 6-pounder8 and 2 howitzers, with 13 
men each, were boarded and brought out under a heavy fire 
from the enemy's batteries and musketry on the beach ; and 
the third was driven amongst the rocks, where she appeared 
to be rendered useless. One person belonging to the Trom- 
peuse was slightly wounded ; the enemy had two men wound- 
ed, and six threw themselves injbo the sea. 

Captain Dolling's post commission bears date, Aug. 1, 
1811. 

jtgenti.^^MessTB. Atkins & Son. 



JOHN RICHARDS LAPENOTIERE, Esq. 

This officer's great-grandfather, Frederick De La Penotiere, 
was the son of a French nobleman ; but he held the rank of 
Colonel in the English army, and married Bridget, daughter 
of the Hon. John Fielding, D. D. fifth and youngest sou of 
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William, third Earl of Denbigh, and chaplain to King Wil- 
liam III. 

Mr. John Richards Lapenotiere was bom at Dfracombe, co. 
Devon, in 1770 ; and he first went to sea in the Three Sisters, 
hired arme4 ship, under the protection of his fE^ther, Lieuten- 
ant Frederick Lapenotiere, in 1780 *. His first professional 
patron was Rear- Admiral the Hon. John Leveson Gower, a 
Lord Commissioner of the Admiralty. 

In May, 1785, Mr. Richard Cadman Etches and other tra- 
ders entered into a commercial partnership, under the title of 
the King George's Sound Company ^ for carrjdng on a fur trade 
firom the western coast of America, to China ; and in order 
to execute this design, they purchased a ship of 320 tons, 
and a snow of 200 tons ; the command of the former, and of 
the intended expedition, was giVen to Mr. Nathamel Port- 
lock, a gentleman who had accompanied Captain Cook in his 
last voyage into the Pacific Ocean, and who was therefore 
considered a proper person to conduct an adventure which 
required no common knowledge and experience. The novelty 
of this enterprise attracted the notice of several eminent per- 
sons, who promoted it by their approbation and countenance* 
Several young gentlemen, who had evinced an inclination to 
engage in a seafaring life, were put under Mr. Portlock's 
care, for the purpose of being initiated in the knowledge of 
a profession which requires length of experience, rather than 
supereminence of genius. Amongst these youngsters was 
Mr. John R. Lapenotiere, whose great-uncle, Samuel Salt, of 
the Middle Temple, Esq. M. P. was at that time Deputy-Go- 
vernor of the South Sea Company, and a warm patron of the 
new undertaking. 

Mr. Porilock sailed from Gravesend, Aug. 30, 1785 ; and 
anchored in Margate roads, on his return home, Aug. 24, 

* Lieatenant Frederick Lapenotiere entered the navy under the patron- 
age of Daniel, seYenth Earl of Winchelsea, then First Lord of the Admiralty, 
but who unfortunately died before his proteg4 had been long at sea. Lieu- 
tenant Lapenotiere was dbtantly related to the Countess of ^^nchelsea. 

SUPPL. PART II. 2 C 
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1788. The result of the voyage will be seen by the following 
extract of his narrative^ published in 1789: — 

" That the King George's Sound Company have not accumulated im- 
mense fortunes may perhaps be true ; but it is no less certain that they 
are gainers to the amount of some thousands of pounds ; and that the voy- 
age did not answer the utmost extent of their wishes, undoubtedly was 
owing to their own inexperience ; for when the King George and Queen 
Charlotte arrived at Canton^ and even a month after that period^ prime 
sea-otter skins sold for from 80 to 90 dollars each. Of this quality, these 
ships had at least 2000 on board, besides a large quantity of furs of infe- 
rior value : but though we could have sold our cargo with ease, we were 
not at liberty to dispose of one single article ; the sole management of it 
being vested in the hands of the East India Company's supercargoes ; and at 
length the skins just mentioned were sold for less than 20 dollars each*/' 

Some time after Mr. Lapenotiere's return to England^ in 
the King George, the late commander of H. M. armed ship 
Bounty also returned from the South Pacific, with an ac- 
count of his having been turned out of her, and obliged to 
cross a sea of more than 1200 leagues in an open and deeply 
loaded boat : — all the circumstances attending that transac- 
tion have been truly stated at p. 747 ^^ seq, of Vol. II. Part 11. 

Although the mutiny to which we allude had entirely frus- 
trated the designs of the British government in sending out 
the Bounty, yet it did not lessen their zeal for benefiting the 
West India islands ; accordingly, as soon as circumstances 
permitted, a new bread-fruit expedition was set on foot under 
the same commander, but who, on this occasion, was pro- 
vided with a tender to succour him in case of a similar mis- 
hap» In this tender (the Assistance of 110 tons, with a com- 
plement of 27 men) Mr. Lapenotiere again left Engltod, under 
the command of Lieutenant Portlock, Aug. 2, 1791 5 and re- 
turned home with that ofl&cer, at the commencement of Aug. 
179St- During these two interesting voyages to and from 
the South Seas, Mr. Lapenotiere successively visited Guern- 
sey, Madeira, St. J ago, Falklands and the Sandwich islands. 
Cook's river, Prince William's Sound, Macao, and St. Helena; 
Teneriflfe, the Cape of Good Hope, Van Dieman's Land, Ota- 

• Portlock' g f^ot/age round the World , p. 382. 
t See Vol. 11. Part H. note » at p. 630. 
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heite, Coupang (Timor), the island of St, Vincent, Jamaica, 
and the Grand Cayman *. 

In Mar. 1/94, Mr. Lapenotiere joined the flag-ship of Sir 
John Jervis, under whom he served at the reduction of the 
French West India islands, after which conquests he was pro- 
moted by that officer to the rank of Lieutenant, and appointed 
to command the Berbice schooner. He returned home as 
first of the Resource frigate, Captain Frederick Watkins f- 

In 1800, Lieutenant Lapenotiere obtained the command of 
the Joseph hired cutter, in which vessel he was several times 
engaged with the enemy, near Brest, and when employed 
in affording protection to the Mediterranean trade. On each 
of these occasions, his gallant conduct obtained him the high 
approbation of his commander-in-chief. Earl St. Vincent and 
Sir James Saumarez : that of the Admiralty was also con- 
veyed to him, in a flattering letter from the former officer. 

The Joseph was paid off in the spring of 1802 ; and Lieu- 
tenant Lapenotiere soon afterwards obtained the command of 
another small vessel, — ^the Rclde schooner, mounting 10 guns, 
with a complement of 35 men. His exertions in saving the 
crew of the Magnificent 74, when that ship was wrecked near 
Brest, Mar. 25, 1804, obtained him very great credit. 

The Pickle was attached to Lord Nelson's fleet at the hnt* 
tie of Trafalgar ; a few days previous to which great and glo* 
rious event, she rendered an essential service, by capturing 
a Portuguese settee with a cargo of bullocks fix>m Tangier, 
that was endeavouring with a fresh breeze at east to work 
into Cadiz, where such a supply was much wanted, both by 
the French and Spaniards. 

On the ever memorable 21st Oct. 1805, observing TAchille, 
a French 74, in flames, lieutenant Lapenotiere hastened to 
the relief of her crew, and succeeded in picking up 2 women 
and about 100 men who had thrown themselves into the 
sea. This was a dangerous service, on account of her gims 

* Lieutenant Portlock was made a Commander in 17^3, and promoted 
to post rank Sept. 28, 1799 : he died at the Royal Hospital^ Greenwich^ 
after a short but severe illness, Sept. 12, 1817* 

t See Vol. II, Part I, p. 1 1 et seq, 

2 c 2 
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going oflf as they became heated, in consequence of which 2 
or 3 British sailors lost their lives, but fortunately none of the 
Pickle's little crew sustained any injury. One of the women 
thus saved was floating on an oar, and perfectly naked ; a 
seaman immediately pulled off his trowsers and gave them to 
her : when she got on board the schooner, she immediately 
began to relate with much seeming pleasure, the number of 
men she had sent to the bottom, for endeavouring to take 
the oar from her ; and she appeared as happy and contented 
as if nothing had happened, although her husband had fallen 
in the battle* 

In return for the humanity of their conquerors, the pri- 
soners, one night, were heard conversing about the practica- 
bility of taking the Pickle into Cadiz, they being nearly 
treble in number to her crew. It is scarcely necessary to add 
that no opportunity was afforded them of making the experi- 
ment, all hands being constantly kept guarding them until 
they were removed from her. 

Lieutenant Lapenotiere had the honor of bringing home 
Vice-Admiral CoUingwood's despatches, announcing that 
most glorious victory ; and he was promoted to the rank of 
Commander immediately on his arrival, Nov. 6, 1805. The 
Committee of the Patriotic Fund subsequently presented him 
with a sword value 100 guineas. 

In 1806, Captain Lapenotiere was appointed to the Orestes 
brig, mounting 16 guns, with a complement of 95 officers, 
men, and boys. In that vessel he was employed on the 
North Sea station until the summer of 1807, when we find 
him attached to the armament sent against Copenhagen, under 
Admiral Gambler. 

After the evacuation of Zealand, the Orestes formed part 

of the squadron left in that neighbourhood to protect the 

trade passing through the Sound. Whilst thus employed 

Captain Lapenotiere was most dreadfully burnt, and otherwise 

much injured by an accidental explosion, as will be seen by 

the following copy of his official letter to the senior officer 

then present : — 

"^iw. 17, 1807. 
** Sir, — During the time I have bee.^ statfoued in Elsineur roads, for 
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the protection of the British trade, and the blockade of that place, I have 
frequently been obliged to stand in so close with the enemy's batteries, for 
the purpose of ordering away the different vessels that liave anchored there 
during the night (not knowing of the war), as to be mucli exposed to their 
fire, and have been frequently obliged to return it. This happened again 
yesterday ; and in firing one of the after guns, by some unforeseen acci- 
dent, it communicated to a drawer, containing the powder-horns and a 
few cartridges, the explosion of which, I am sorry to say, has so far dis- 
abled me, as to prevent, I fear, my being able to perform my duty, for 
some time to come. The skin of my face, ears, and neck, is completely 
burnt off 5 and the greater part of the hair off my head, the skin of which 
I fear must follow. But what concerns me most, is, that I am in some 
danger of losing my right eye likewise. The whole of the right side of 
my head is much contused, by a piece of plank forced against it by the 
explosion. I am at this moment obliged to keep my bed. 1 have the 
honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " J. R. Lapisnotibrb." 

" To Captain Thomas Staines, H, M. S, Cyane." 

At the time when he met with this disaster^ Captain La- 

penotiere was endeavouring to cut off an English vessel which 

had been taken by the Danes. ^The following is a copy of 

the handsome letter he received in answer to the above : 

" Cyane, off Hdsinburgh, Nov. 18, 1807. 
** Dear Sir, — I was extremely concerned, by the receipt of your letter 
of yesterday's date, to hear of the unfortunate accident which took place 
on board the Orestes under your command, by the explosion of a small 
magazine abaft, while in the act of returning the fire from the batteries 
near Elsineur, in obedience to the orders which you had received from me, 
for the protection of the British commerce, &c. and indeed. Sir, I most 
sincerely lament that you are so great a sufferer on this melancholy occa- 
sioi^ but more particularly so, as I fear his Majesty will, at least for a 
considerable length of time, be deprived of the services of so meritorious 
and zealous an officer. 1 hope and trust, however, that the fears which 
you entertain of the loss of your right eye will soon be removed, and that 
your speedy recovery may enable you to continue those indefatigable exer- 
tions in the public service which I have, with admiration, had an opportu- 
nity of witnessing, since I have been favoured with your co-operation under 
my command. I shall take the earliest opportunity of communicating to 
Captain Fraser, under whose command I have the honor to be, the account 
of your unfortunate case ; and be assured, my dear Sir, I should feel the 
highest satisfaction in bemg able, by any means in my power, to alleviate 
the distressing pains which you must unavoidably suffer by an accident of 
so serious a description. I have the honor to be, with sincere condolence 
on your misfortune, &c. 

(Signed) ** Thomas Staines.'* 



I 
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After his recovery, Captain Lapenotiere was employed on 
the Plymouth station, where he captured la Concepcion letter 
of marque, mounting 12 guns ; and retook an American ship 
bound to Plymouth with timber. On the 9th May, 1 810, la 
Dorade French schooner privateer, of 10 guns and 43 men, 
was taken by the Orestes and Favorite, the latter a ship-sloop 
commanded by Captain Benjamin Clement. On the 27th 
Oct. in the same year, being then in lat. 48° 30^ N . long. 
8® 66' W. Captain Lapenotiere fell in with a brig, which, 
from her manoeuvres, he supposed to be a French cruiser : 
the Orestes immediately made sail in chase, and he had the 
satisfaction of bringing her to close action in less than an 
hour ; she kept up a smart fire for about thirty minutes, when 
she struck, and proved to be the Loup Garou French priva- 
teer, of 16 guns and 100 men ; a remarkable fine vessel, well 
found in every thing, and calculated to do much mischief to 
our trade. " This capture,'' says Admiral Sir Robert Calder, 
** does very great credit to the captain, officers, and men of 
the Orestes, from the prompt and neat manner in which it 
has been effected, without any loss to his Majesty's service ; 
and confirms the good opinion I have long since entertained 
of Captain Lapenotiere as an officer, whilst serving under my 
command at different times/' The enemy had four men 
wounded, two of them dangerously. 

Captain Lapenotiere obtained post rank Aug. I, 1811. He 
married in 1805, Mary Ann, daughter of the late Lieutenant 
John Graves, by whom he has had seven children. One of 
his sons is in the navy. 



Hon. ALEXANDER JONES. 

Ninth son of Charles, fourth Viscount Ranelagh (in the 
Irish Peerage). 

This officer was bom Mar. 9, 1778 ; and we first find him 
serving as a midshipman on board the Providence of 16 guns, 
commanded by the late Captain William R. Broughton, with 
whom he proceeded to Nootka Sound, &c. &c. 8ic. *• It will 

• See Vol. II. Part 11. pp. 865—868. 
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be Been by reference to the note at p. 222 of Suppl. Part I., 
that he was serving as a Lieutenant of the Sceptre 64, when 
that ship was driven on shore and totally wrecked in Table 
Bay, Nov. 5, 1799, His commission was confirmed about 
May, 1799. 

In 1804^ Lieutenant Jones, then second of the Naiad 
frigate, had a violent quarrel with Mr. Dean, senior Lieu- 
tenant of that ship, whom he struck on the quarter-deck* 
The parties were tried by a court-martial, at Plymouth, June 
15 5 when it being proved that Lieutenant Dean had behaved 
in an ungentlemanly manner to his messmate, he was dis- 
missed his Majesty's service; and Lieutenant Jones, for 
striking his superior oflBcer, was sentenced to be shot, but 
strongly recommended to mercy. His sovereign's free par- 
don was communicated to him on the tenth day after the 
trial ; and he was immediately restored to his former rank in 
the service. His promotion to the rank of Commander took 
place, Jan. 22, 1806. 

In June 1809, Captain Jones, then in the Talbot sloop ot 
war, captured the Lov^n, a small Danish privateer, oflf the 
Naze of Norway. He obtained post rank, Aug. 1, 1811; 
and subsequently commanded the Levant of 20 guns. 

Captsdn Jones married, in 1807, Miss Palmer, of Ports- 
mouth. 

jigenis.^^Mee&xs* Maude & Co. 



BENJAMIN CLEMENi; Esq. 

Son of the late Thomas Clement, Esq. a solicitor of consi- 
derable eminence, and extensive practice, at Alton, in Hamp- 
shire ; and descended from a family of great respectability^ 
Who possessed considerable landed property at Steep, near 
Petersfield, in the same county. 

This officer was boru at Alton ; and he entered the navy, 
in 1794, as a midshipman on board the Prince 98, CaptaiQ 
Charles Powell Hamilton, which ship formed part of Lord 
Bridport's fleet, off rOrient, June 23, 1796 *. 

* See Vol. I. Part I. p. 246. 
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The Prince being paid off in 1796, Mr. Clement then joined 
the Diana 38, and continued in that frigate, on the Irish 
station, tili July, 1797* He subsequently served under Cap- 
tain Edward O'Bryen, in the Nassau of 64 guns, and Mo- 
narch 74, the latter ship bearing the flag of Vice- Admiral 
Onslow, in the North Sea fleet. 

In Sept. 1797^ Mr. Clement was sent in the Monarch's 
jolly-boat to the Nassau, where his men got intoxicated, 
and thereby exposed, both him and themselves to the most 
imminent peril, the night closmg whUe he was vainly endea- 
▼ouring to regain his own ship, and the whole fleet being out 
of sight next morning. In this perilous situation, and without 
any thing to eat or drink, he remained upwards of 40 hours, 
but was at length picked up by the Astrssa frigate, in a 
dreadfully exhausted state, both from cold and hunger. 

We have already stated in our first volume (p. 151), that 
the ^orious battle of Camperdown was commenced by the 
Monarch ;-*-her loss on that occasion amounted to 36 slain 
and 100 wounded, one of whom was the subject of this me- 
moir, as will be seen by the following extract of a letter from 
his gallant captain to Mr. Clement, senior : 

'' My dear Sir^**^!!! justice to your son, Mr. Benjamin Clement^ I be^ 
leave to assure you that faie not only merits from me tfaie most ample testi- 
mony as to his general character, but deserves to be spoken of for his spi- 
rited behariour, and for his conduct when under my command on board 
the Monarchy on the 11th October, 1797. He was wounded early in the 
aetion» and was carried off the deck to be dressed, after wluch he returned 
to his duty and carried my orders to the different parts of the ship, very 
much to my satisfaction, until he received a second severe wound, wluch 
nearly proved fatal, and deprived me of his further services.*' 

The first wound mentioned by Captain O'Bryen was in 
ihe left thigh; the latter, in the head^ by a musket-^baU ; — 
in the intermediate time Mr. Clement was also slightly 
wounded in the left arm. 

On the Monarch's arrival in England, Mr. Clement re- 
turned to his paternal residence, where he continued until his 
health was re-established. TheVound in his thigh compel- 
led him to use crutches for more than four months, and that 
in his head continued open, with frequent exfoliations, nearly 
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ns long: he was of course under medical care the whole 
time^ and consequently at a heavy expence. The copimittee 
at Lloyd's presented him with 60/. in consideration of his 
sufferings ; but Captun O'Bryen advised him not to accept 
a smart-ticket^ as it might weaken his claim to promotion. 

Immediately after his recovery, Mr. Clement re-joined the 
Monarch, then commanded by Captain Archibald Colling- 
wood Dickson, with whom he afterwards removed to the 
Veteran 64, in which ship we find him at the capture of the 
Texel squadron, Aug. 30, 1799; and the passage of the 
Sound, by the armaments under Vice-Admiral Dickson and 
Sir Hyde Parker, m 1800 and 1801*. 

Previous to the battle off Copenhagen, April 2, in the latter 
year, Mr. Clement was sent in a flat-bottomed-boat to the 
division imder Lord Nelson, and he had the honor of being 
on board the Elephant in the latter part of that sanguinary 
combat. He afterwards assisted in removing the riotous 
crew of the Provesteen, a block-ship which had been boarded, 
under very peculiar circumstances, by Lieutenant, now Sir 
Nisbet J., Willpughbyt. 

Some time after this event, Mr. Clement's father was gra- 
tified with the receipt of Captain O'Bryen's letter, of which 
we have already given an extract : the following is a copy of 
the remainder of its contents : 

'* It is very pleasing to me to learn from Captain Dickson, that your 
son continues to do his duty in every particular to hb satisfaction. 

*' I am happy to say, that I feel very little the effects of the blow which 
obliged me to leave a set of very gallant fellows in the Monarch ; but I 
am advised by the faculty to keep quiet some time longer, to get perfectly 
sound, after which, should I enter on active service, it will give me plea- 
sure to take your ydung man again under my protection. I am, with 
much regard, yours, 

(Signed) " Edw. O'Brybn :." 

Mr. Clement continued in the Veteran tillJuly 1801, when 
he passed his examination for a lieutenant, and was imme- 
diately promoted to that rank, ^^ a>s a reward," said Earl St. 

• See Vol. I. Part II. p. 759. f See p. 117, et seq. 

X Captain OBryen obtained the rank of Rear-Admiral, Nov. 9, 1805 y 
and died at Fareham, Hants, Dec. 18, 1808. 
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Vincent, *^ due to his meritorious and gallant conduct. 
From this period, be served in the Zebra bomb, on the Bou- 
logne station, until the peace of Amiens. 

On the renewal of hostilities. Lieutenant Clement was ap- 
pointed to the Tonnant 80, then commanded by Sir Edward 
Pellew, biit subsequently by Captain (now Sir Charles) Tyler; 
in which ship he continued, off Ferrol, Carthagena, and Cadiz^ 
till the ^mmencement of 1806. 

The Tonnant's loss at the battle of Trafalgar amounted to 
76 killed and wounded. Towards the close of that ever me- 
morable conflict. Lieutenant Clement was sent in the jolly- 
boat, with two hands, to take possession of the San-Juan 
Nepomuceno, Spanish 74. The boat, being damaged, swamp- 
ed before she reached a quarter of the way, and soon after- 
wards a shot knocked off her quarter ; she then turned bottom 
upwards, and Lieutenant Clement was obliged to hold fast 
by the keel until one of his men, who could swim, brought 
him a rope by which he was hauled on board again in a very 
exhausted state, some time having elapsed in consequence 
of the ship being still engaged with the enemy. 

Lieutenant Clement's next appointment was to be first of 
la Constance 22, Captain Alexander S. Burrowes ; but he 
soon left that ship in order to join the Cerberus 32, Captain 
William Selby, then about to sail for the Jamaica station ; 
where he was employed in cutting niany vessels out of the 
enemy^s harbours, particularly about the Havannah. On one 
occasion he appears to have been placed in a most perilous 
situation, a gale of wind having blown the Cerberus off the 
land whilst he was in a Spanish vessel that had been wrecked 
on the Colorados, where he remained two nights and a day 
without any prospect of succour. 

On the 18th April, 1806, Lieutenant Clement was pro- 
moted to the command of the Goelan brig ; but, owing to his 
Admiralty commission having been accidentally detained at 
Barbadoes, he did not join that vessel till the 21st October 
following. Shortly after he had done so, it was found ne- 
cessary to heave her down, and while under repair she lost 
many men through sickness and desertion. In conseqaenee p 
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of this he was sent to the east end of Jamaica, with direc- 
tions to complete his complement by impressment. 

The execution of these orders gave great offence to the 
masters of merchant vessels at Port Morant, and they re- 
solved to insult Captfun Clement the first opportunity that 
offered : accordingly, on the Goelan's anchoring there a se- 
cond time, in order to complete her water, they took ad- 
vantage of his absence up the country to set a large New- 
foundland dog upon his gig's crew, consisting of four young 
lads, one of whom was bitten in a most deplorable manner. 
On returning to the boat, and learning what had occurred. 
Captain Clement remonstrated with the parties, who replied 
that they would serve him in the same manner, and followed 
up their threat by instantly collaring him, and some of his 
officers then on the spot. Having a horse- whip in his hand, 
and feelinjg it necessary to act in self-defence, he immediately 
began to exercise the same upon the ruffian who had assaulted 
him, and very properly gave him a sound trimming* As the 
case originated in impressment, however, their merchants 
made it a pretext for an action at law, and managed to have 
it tried during his absence at sea, so that not one of his own 
witnesses could be personally examined. A verdict of 500L 
damages was given against him, and the costs amounted to 
nearly 200/. more. The jury y it should he observed^ were also 
merchanlSy and equally as inimical to impressment as those 
who had promoted the prosecution for an assault. 

About this period, the Goelan's boats captured,^ after an 
arduous pursuit, the Spanish schooner Berrena, of 4 guns 
and 30 men, on the south side of Cuba. 

In the course of ISO/s Captain Clement experienced a 
dreadful hurricane off Porto Rico, and it was with great dif- 
ficulty that he got back to Port Royal, with the loss of all 
his guns. 

At Jamaica, Captain Clement exchanged into the Favorite, 
a ship-sloop, which vessel was principally employed in pro- 
tecting the trade from the depredations of the enemy's pri- 
vateers. Whilst employed on that service, the Favorite hap- 



996 POST-CAPTAINS OF 1811. 

pened to be at Falmouth^ on the north aide of the island, 
when a fire broke out which raged with great fury, and threat- 
ened destruction to all around. The moment Captain Cle- 
ment perceived the flames, he landed with his crew to give 
assistance, . and by uncommon exertions succeeded in saying 
property to a very large amount, as well as the hospital and 
a great number of houses. For this service he received the 
following vote of thanks of the justices and vestry of Fal- 
mouth, inclosed in a letter from James Stewart, Esq, the 
Custos of that parish : 

'* Jamaica — Trelaufney, In Festry, dOth May, 1808. 
*' Resolved, that the thanks of the justices and vestry be given to 
Captain Clement of H. M. S. Favorite, his officers, and ship's company, 
for their great exertions at the unfortunate fire on Tuesday night, the 24th 
instant, and that his honor the Custos be requested to commumcate the 
same in the most acceptable manner. 

(Signed) " James Blair, Clk. Vestry.'* 

On the above alarming occasion, whilst encouraging his 
crew in their endeavours to arrest the progress of the flames. 
Captain Clement fell through the burning roof of a house, 
and thereby suffered material injury. After the fire was sub- 
dued he had the mortification to see his men dying hourly of 
a fever, occasioned by their late fatigue ; and he at length 
buried the greater part of his crew, whilst he himself reco- 
vered from a severe attack, contrary to all expectation. Sub- 
sequent to this severe visitation, he took charge of 60 mer- 
chant vessels, and convoyed them in safety to the place of 
their destination. At this time the Favorite had only 45 per- 
sons on board capable of doing duty ; and five stout priva- 
teers were constantly hovering about the convoy. In this 
reduced state, he found it necessary to make use of an im- 
press warrant, for doing which two actions were brought 
against him; and although the instrument was regularly 
signed by the Governor and Council of Jamaica, and backed 
by a magistrate of Montego bay, in which district it was 
used, his prosecutors obtaining a verdict in their favor, he 
was compelled to pay damages and costs, amounting in the 
whole to 5352., for which heavy loss, incurred in the execu- 



P08T-CAPTA2NS OF 1811. 397 

tion of his positive diUy^ he has never received the lea&t- 
remuneration. 

The sickness still continuing on board his sloop^ Captain 
Clement was obliged to return to Port Royal^ where, on his 
anchoring, he could not muster hands enough to furl the 
sails. The Favorite was there re-manned by part of the 
crew of H. M. late ship Astrsea*, and in Jan. 1809 sent to 
the Cura9oa station, from whence Captain Clement went on 
a mission to the city of Caraccas. Returning from thence, 
he was ordered to take command of the naval department at 
Cura9oa where he continued until ordered to Port Royal, 
where he took charge of the trade bound to England. On 
the passage home, Aug. 27, 1809, he encountered another 
dreadful hurricane, during which several of the convoy 
foundered, and most of the others were dismasted* The Fa- 
vorite also lost her top-masts and sustsdned considerable in- 
jury. After the storm. Captain Clement had to perform the 
arduous task of erecting jury-masts in the disabled ships 
under his protection j with which, and part of four other con- 
voys met with at sea, he arrived in the Downs on the 18th 
September. 

During his continuance in the West Indies, Captain Cle- 
ment had three attacks of the yellow fever, and was once 
nearly drowned in consequence of his boat striking, after 
dark, on some sunken rocks near the island of Aruba, from 
which dangerous situation he was rescued by the crew of an 
American schooner, who heard the shouts of his people, and 
hastened to their assistance. 

Previous to his return home. Captain Clement captured the 
Esperance Spanish letter of marque, mounting 10 guns, with 
a complement of 40 men ; which vessel he burnt by orders 
of Captain Micaiah Malbon, commanding the Adamant 50, 
Peace having been established between Great Britain and 
Spain, though no official intelligence of such an event had 
reached Jamedca at this period, an action was afterwards en- 
tered against Captain Clement in the Vice-Admiralty Court 

♦ The Astrsea 32, Captain Edmand Heywood, was wrecked near Ane- 
gada, May24, 1S08. 
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of that island ; and notwithstanding a verdict was, on this 
occasion, given in his favor, his law expenses amounted to 
3002. 

Captain Clement was latterljr employed on the Plymouth 
station, where he captured, in company with the Orestes 
brig^ la Dorade French schooner privateer, of 10 guns and 
43 men. May 9, 1810. He also re-captured several British 
merchantmen, destroyed some of the enemy's coasting ves- 
sels, and on one occasion drove a convoy on shore in a bay 
near the Isle of Bas, under the fire of two batteries, and in 
the face of a national brig and schooner. As a reward for 
his active and unremitted services, he was advanced to post 
rank Aug. 1, 1811. 

Captain Clement married Oct. 5, 181 1, Ann Mary, youngest 
daughter of the late William Prowting, Esq. many years a 
magistrate and deputy-lieutenant for Hampshire, by whom 
he has two sons and one daughter. 

Agent, — ^John Chippendale, Esq. 



Hon. henry DAWSON. 

Second son of John, first Earl of Port- Arlington, by Ca- 
roline Stuart, fifth daughter of John, third Earl of Bute, K.G. 
and heir presumptive to his brother the present peer. 

Hiis o£Bcer was bom July 19, 1786; made a lieutenant 
Feb. 16, 1805 ; and promoted to the rank of commander 
Sept. 25, 1806. 

In 1808 Captain Dawson was appointed, by Sir Edward 
Pellew, * to act as governor of the naval hospital at Madras ; 
and we subsequently find him commanding the Parthian brig, 
on the North Sea station. He is handsomely spoken of in 
the public despatches announcing the evacuation of Walche- 
ren, in Dec. 1809, on which occasion, one division of the 
giin-boats ordered to cover the retreat of the rear-guard was 
entrusted to his charge by Commodore, now Sir Edward 
W. C. R. Owen. The Parthian was afterwards employed in 
blockading the German rivers. 

Captain Dawson's post commission bears date Aug. 1, 181 1. 
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He married May 20, 1813, Eliza Luttrell, daughter of Ed- 
mund Joshua Moriarty, Esq. by Lady Lucy, daughter of 
Simon, first Earl of Carhampton. His next brother, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel George Lionel Dawson, acted as Quarter- 
Master-General to the Duke of Wellington, and was wounded 
at the battle of Waterloo. 

Agents* — ^Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son. 

DONALD CAMPBELL, Esq. 

Eldest son of the late Colin Campbell, of Auchendoun, 
in Argyllshire, Esq. and cousin-german to the present Ge- 
neral Duncan Campbell, of Loch-Nell, hi Argyllshire. 

This oflScer was bom in 1778 ; and he first embarked, in 
1791, as a midshipman on board the Assistance 50, com- 
manded by the late Lord Cranstoun, under whom he served 
until the close of the Russian armament, when we find him 
joining the Otter brig, Captain James Hardy. 

At the commencement of the French revolutionary war, 
Mr. Campbell proceeded to the West Indies, in the Scorpion 
sloop. Captain Thomas Western. Between Aug, 2, 1794, 
and Aug. 7* 1/95, that vessel captured la Guillotine French 
privateer, of 10 guns ; la Victoire 18, and four others of in- 
ferior force. She was also very successful in recapturing 
British merchantmen* 

Early in 1796 Mr. Campbell was removed to the Swift- 
sure 74, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral William Parker, 
commander-in-chief at Jamaica, in which ship he was pre- 
sent at the unsuccessful attack upon Leogane, St. Domingo, 
March 22, 1796*. 

• A division of British and Colonial troops from the garrison at Port- 
au-Prince landed near Leogane on the 21st Mar., under the cover of se- 
veral frigates and sloops. During the greatest part of the 22d a very 
heavy fire was maintained from the two-deckers of the squadron ; but no 
impression whatever having been made by them, and the place appearing 
much stronger than it had been represented, the forces were judged in- 
adequate to the enterprise, and the troops, stores, guns, &c. were there- 
fore re-embarked. On this occasion the army lost a few men, and the 
squadron bad several killed and wounded. Shortly after this failure, Rear- 
Admiral Parker %va8 attacked vath the yellow fever, which obliged him 
immediately to sail for England. 
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In Jan. 1707^ Mr. Campbell again joined Captadn Hardy, 
then conunanding the Ranger sloop of war; from wliich vessel 
our young officer was soon afterwards removed into Admiral 
Duncan's flag-ship^ the Venerable J A. We next find him 
acting as lieutenant on board the Russell^ another third rate, 
commanded by Captain (now Sir Henry) Trollope, under 
whom he bore a part in the glorious battle off Camperdown, 
Oct. 11, 1797* The following anecdote of that distinguished 
veteran has been communicated to us since we published the 
memoir of his services : 

** The squadron of obserration sent by Admiral Doncan to watch the 
Tezely aiTiTed off that anchorage just as the enemy's fleet had put to sea. 
Haidng reconnoitred and made out their force, a cutter was despatched 
to Yarmouth roads with the information, and Captain Trollope imrne^ 
ately began his arduous task of keeping close company with the Dutdi* 
men, by placing, and ordering the Russell to be kept 2f miles on De 
Winter's weather-beam. In the evening of Oct. 9th, Captain Trdlope 
came on the quarter-deck, and asked the officer of the watch (Mr. Camp- 
bell) where the Dutch admiral was ? He answered, *' I saw his light a 
few minutes ago, but it is now too thick to see it.'' '* Wear ship. Sir !" 
was the instant reply. This order being immediately obeyed, and the 
manoeuvre frequently repeated, the van of the enemy was soon discovered 
on the Russell's weather-bow! Upon which. Captain Trollope having been 
very violent, Mr. Campbell sdd, '' 1 hope you now see that the ship was 
in her station. Sir?" He acknowledged that he did; and desired Mr. 
Campbell to make sail and get to windward agiun. That being accom- 
plished, all the lieutenants were summoned into the captain's cabin, and 
addressed by him as follows — '^ I can easily believe that you will some 
night call me out of my bed, by saying, we are in the middle of the 
Dutch fleet ; but the officer that loses sight of the enemy 1 will certainly 
bring to a court-martial." The following morning, at day-light, Mr. 
Campbell reported that the Adamant was so far to leeward, that if the 
enemy tacked, she must be cut off. Captain Trollope coolly answered, 
** prepare for action, I will go down to her assistance if they make such 
an attempt 1" 

On the return of the victorious fleet to port, Mr. Camp- 
bell passed his examination, and was immediately confirmed 
to the Russell, in which ship he served with the Channel fleet 
until his appointment to the Gralatea frigate, on the Irish 
station, in 1799. 

During the winter of 1800, Lieutenant CampbeU was par- 
ticularly recommended to the commander-in-chief by Captain 
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Byng, now Vi»€Ount Torrington, for his spirited exertions 

in taking possession of £1 Pensde^ Spanish letter of marque, 

the performance of which service is thus noticed by his 

lordship : 

** £1 Pens^e was taken possession of in a very dark and tempestuous 
night, the Galatea being then under a close-reefed main-top-sail, and 
Lieutenant Campbell, whom we hoisted out in a boat from off the booms, 
was upwards of an hour before he got alongside the Spaniard. No sooner 
had he reached the prize, than his boat was stove. The weather continued 
so bad that we had no communication \dth him for ten days, during 
which time he had only six men with him to navigate the ship, and to 
keep upwards of 20 prisoners in subjection. While between us and the 
prize, the boat was upwards of half an hour out of our sight, and had 
the enemy made sail I should have been much at a loss what to do, every 
one believing that the boat was swamped. It was certfunly the most 
anxious hour of my life.'' 

In another letter^ written on the same subject^ we find 
Lord Torrington expressing himself as follows : 

" I never had a better officer than Campbell — ^both as a junior^ and at 
my first lieutenant ; he was always active, and ever ready for service. 
He boarded the Spanish letter of marque when the weather was so bad 
that, however I might have benefited by her capture^ I do not think that 
I should have attempted to secure her that night if he had not volun- 
teered. To have kept sight of her, it would have been impossible." 

Mr. Campbell continued in the Galatea until the peace of 
Amiens* The following is a copy of a letter which was writ- 
ten in his favor to Earl St. Vincent, July 24, 1802 : 

" My Lord,— 'I was lately solicited by the friends of Lieutenant Donald 
Campbell, R. N. to apply to your Lordship in his behalf; but this I 
declined doing till some such certificate of his services as might be satis- 
factory to your Lordship and myself should be procived. 

'' I this morning received the certificate and letter which I now have the 
honor to enclose, and earnestly request your Lordship's good offices in the 
young man's favor. The chief object of his present application seems to 
be that of being appointed by your Lordship to the command of one of the^ 
Admiralty cutters, intended, as is generally reported, to be stationed along 
the coast of Scotland, for the suppression of smuggling. 

" He is a connection of my family, and^ as my every information leads 
me to believe, a very deserving officer. Should^your Lordship's other en- 
gagements interfere with the completion of his wishes, as to the particular 
object I have stated, it would be addmg another fiivor to those you have al- 
ready conferred on roe, if your Lcntiship would include Urn i|^ your list for 

SUPPL, PART 11. 2 D 
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employment or promotion, when an opportunity oifers. I have the honor 
to be, &c. 

(Srt[ned) •' Argyll V 

To this application the First Lord of the Admiralty replied^ 
that the documenta of lieutenant Campbell's services were 
very satisikctory ; that he was much inclined at all times to 
meet his Grace^s wishes^ and that as the door was then shut 
to promotion^ he would with pleasure appoint the young man 
senior Lieutenant of a frigate. Mr. Campbell was accord- 
ingly appointed first of the Carysfort 28, and he appears to 
have commanded the boats of that ship at the capture of a 
French letter of marque, mounting 6 guns, with a comple- 
ment of 20 men, on the Norwegian coast, in 1803. 

Towards the latter end of Mar. 1804, the Carysfort sailed 
from Cork, in company with H. M. S. Apollo and sixty-nine 
sail of merchantmen, bound to the West Indies. A narrative 
of the disasters which befel that convoy will be found in our 
memoir of Captain Edward Harvey f. 

On his arrival at Barbadoes, Lieutenant Campbell received 
a letter from the Admiralty, acquainting him that be was pro-^ 
niQted^ and appointed to a command in the Irish Sea Fencibl^ 
service. 

In consequence of this notification, he was supe^rsedcd ; but 
another letter shortly afterwards arrived from the late Vi^^ 
count Melvilde, directing the comxnander-iu-chief to put him 
into the first vacancy that should occur at the Leeward Is- 
lands. 

Lieutenant Campbell was subsequently honored with Ijbe 
approbation of Commodore Hood, for his gallant oopdnet 
when commanding the Tobago schooner, in a successful attlick 
made by that vessel and the Curieux sloop upon two mer- 
chantmen lying under the protection of the batteries at Bar<^ 
celonft, on the qoast of Caraccas, 

In July, 1805^ this zealous officer wa^ appointed to tine 
command of the Lily sloop, and about the same period we 
find him entrusted with the charge of a small armament sent 

• John 5tb Duke of Argyll, who died May 24, IdOa 

t Sm p. 962, 0t seq. 
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to assist the late General Miranda in his first endeavours to 
promote the independence of South America, which, after a ' 
sanguinary contest, has at length been crowned with appa- 
rently complete success *. 

Unfortunately for the subject of this memoir, his appoint- 
ment to the Lily was not known ia England until after the 
impeachment of Viscount Melville ; and Lord Barham's se- 
cretary having neglected to lay it before the latter nobleman 
for confirmation, another officer was inadvertently selected 
to fill the vacancy> as will be seen by the following extract 
of a letter from Sir Alexander Cochrane, K. B. to his lord- 
ship's successor, dated May 6, 1806 : 

*' I am dorry to find tha( an appointment has arrived for Lieutenant (now 
<]aptain) Sliirreff^ to supersede acting Captain Campbell, of the Lily. 
When I relieved Sir Samuel Hood, Lieutenant Campbell, then command- 



* So early as 1790, Mr Pitt had conceived the project of emancipating 
the colonies of South America, if the dispute with Spun, respecting 
Nootka Sound, should cause a war between that power and Great Britidn. 
The plan was submitted to General Miranda and some able Jesuit mission- 
aries, who, when expelled from those settlements, had taken refuge ia 
Italy ; and although suspended for a time it was not altogether abandoned. 
A similar scheme was imagined by Mr. Addington, in 1801, but the peace 
of Amiens once more prevented it from being put into execution. 

Participating in the general domestic gloom of 1804, and feeling the im« 
perative duty of taking a bold step to open other markets to our manufac- 
tures, Mr. Htt had again recourse to the same expedient. Miranda was 
called on, and a respectable naval force was destined to accompany him, 
under the command of Sir Hope Popham. Many thousand stand of arms 
were to have been embarked for the use of those who were expected to 
revolt, pilots were nominated, the rendezvous was to have been at the island 
of Trinidad, and the debarkation was to have been effected upon the banks 
of the Oronoco. Such was the outline of the plan meditated in Dec. 1804, 
when the Diadem, a 64-gun ship, was commissioned for Sir Home Popham ; 
but it was deranged by many disastrous military events in Europe, and 
the great anxiety of our cabinet to endeavour, by friendly negociation, to 
detach Spain from her connection with France, a power which, by the 
overwhelming progress of her arms Over the continent, held every state not 
yet conquered, in the same submission from their terror, as if Napoleon's 
legions had already entered their capitals. The armament subsequently sent 
from the Leeward Islands, under acting Captain Campbell, consisted of the 
Lily sloop, two gun-brigs, two smaller vessels, commanded by sub-Lieu- 
tenants, and Mu^nda's own ship, bearing the present Columbian colours. 

2d2 
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ing the Tobago schooner, stood first m the Admiralty list to be made tr 
commander : I therefore appointed him to the Lily, upon the removal 
of Captain Morrison to the Northumberland. He has been nearly twelve 
months commanding on the Trinidad stadon, where he has been particu- 
larly active ; and as Captain Shirreff must have sailed in the convoy for Eng- 
land, not knowing of his being appointed to the Lily, the peculiar hard- 
ships of acting Chptain Campbell's case will I hope meet with due consi- 
deration.*' 

Ill answer to this remonstrance^ Viscount Howick express- 
ed his sorrow that such injustice had been done Mr. Camp- 
bell, and directed Sh Alexander Cochrane to give him the 
next admiralty vacancy, it not being in his lordship's' power 
to supersede Captain ShnrefTs appointment. The Lily's pro- 
ceedings in July and Aug, 1806, are thus described by her 
acting commander : 

" La mia de Coro hay {Spanish Main) Sth Aug* 1806. 

•* Sir, — I have the honor to inform you that the vessels, composing the 
expedition attached to General Miranda, you did me honor to place under 
my orders, sailed from Trinidad on the 24th July, having on board 220 
officers and men of General Miranda^^s corps, which witk 75 seamen and ma- 
rines of H. M. vessels at present under my command^ whom I ordered to 
be ready to land with him,, under the immediate directions of Lieutenant 
Beddingfelt, of this ship,, composed his whole force. 

'' We anchored at Coche on the 27th, where we found the minds of the 
inhabitants of that island so deeply impressed with the idea that GeneraT 
Miranda was to put to death, every man who did not or could not take up 
arms in his lavor, that they had with a few exceptions gone to Margarita r 
the greatest number of the few who remained joined him, whibh added nine 
to ouF number. 

*' General Miranda then, concefving his military force unequal to re- 
taining possession of Cumana or Barcelona, determined' to make his first 
debarkation in this bay, and to attack Coro. where we anchored at 9 in the 
night of tlie Ut Aug. *y but from its blowing a strong gale all the following 
day, and the pilots> from ignorance or intention,: having anchored the vessels 
on a lee-shore,, within a few cables' Tength of the breakers, 7 miles to lee- 
war J of the battery intended to be attacked', and there being a strong lee 
current, the whole of the 2d was occupied in pFacing the Express, Atten- 
tive, and Prevost, with the gun-boats, m a proper position to effect and 
cover the debarkation, which was accomplished at 5 o'clock in the morning 
of the 3d, when the first division, composed of about 60 men of the Trini^ 
dad volunteers, under the command of Count de Rouveray, Colonel Downie 
with about 60 men, and 30 seamen and marines from the Lily, under the 
command of Lieutenant Beddingfelt, most gallantly cleared the beach of 
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^he Spanish force whkh opposed them. They then stonped aod carried 
« sea-battery of 4 ^ns, 12 and 9-pound6rs ^ I have to regret that on -this 
occasion the seijeant and 2 privates of the lily's marines^ and one sea* 
tuan, were severely wounded. You may believe that^ from ifae ^me the 
"enemy had to assemble, their numbers were very great ; but I have not been 
«d)le to ascertain them. 

" With the assistance of tbe Bacchante's boats, slie arrivuig here, the 
second division, composed of the American volunteers under the command 
of Colonel Kirkland, and the reminder of the detachment of seamen and 
marmes to join Lieutenant Beddmgfelt, were landed 10 or 12 minutes after 
the first, when the enemy, great as their numbers were, retreated to the 
bush, and left in our possession, in two forts, 14 pieces of cannon^ 12 and 
9-pounders ; 7 guns dismounted, and a quantity of ammunition. 

*' It is not possible for me io mention in too high terms the 'brave and 
officer4tke conduct of Lieutenant Spearing, commanding ihe Express, 
whose very gallant behaviour I have before had an opportunity of men- 
tioning to you, when he commanded the Lily's boats as first lieutenant of 
this ship ; and I must beg leave to express in equal terms the gallant ex- 
ertions of Lieutenant Beddingfelt in storming the fort, and his officer- 
like conduct and active exertions throughout this fatiguing service, which 
General Miranda has had a better opportunity of observing, and ha^ 
made very honorable mention of*. 

*' The conduct and exertions of the whole of the officers and crews of 
the small -squadron you did me the honor to place under my command, on 
this occasion, convinced me that on any more serious service they AviU 
strenuously support their professional character. 

" General Miranda, with his whole force, marched to -Coro, and got 
quiet possession of that populous city. He has returned hither to give the 
inhabitants an opportunity of resuming their respective occupations, and 
to convince them that he is not actuated by the motives which the Spanish 
government has succeeded but too well in impressing upon the minds of 
the people. 

'* The three days that Captain Dacres lay here, ia the Bacchante, he gave 
me every assistance in his power. He is now cruisiiig off Porto Cabello, 
which affords us, while here, great protection. I have the honor to be, &o« 

(Signed) ** D. Campbell." 

'* Hon. Sir A. Cochrane, K. B, fyc. ^c, ^c." 

On the same day that the above letter was written^ the 
commandant of Coro appeared on the sand-hills near Puerto 

* Lieutenant George Augustus Spearing, eldest son of Lieutenant 
tieorge Spearing, of the Royal Hospital, Greenwich, was aftenvards killed, 
whilst nobly supporting the honor of the British flag, in a gallant attempt 
to carry three forts in the island of Martinique. See Nav* Cikron. vol. 2€t, 
p. 167. 
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della Coro^ and within 3 miles of General Miranda's quarters, 
with a force of hearly 2000 men^ including Indians, collected 
from all quarters ; took possession of the only watering place 
for the vessels under Captain Campbell's orders, and surprised 
the master of a transport and 14 seamen who landed in the 
night without liis knowledge. At day-break on the 9th, a 
party of 20 sailors landed from the Lily, under the command 
of her second Lieutenant (Barclay), to endeavour to rescue 
the prisoners ; but imfortunately only one man reaped benefit 
from their exertions : 10 or 12 of the enemy were, however, 
killed in the skirmish which took place. 

The firing of the combatants being observed by General 
Miranda, Colonel Downie was immediately sent with 50 men 
to attack the enemy, if he conceived it practicable to obtain 
any advantage ; but from their very superior force and favor- 
able position, he considered it prudent to retire. 

The Spanish commandant was soon afterwards joined by 
400 men from Maracaibo ; and a council of war being assem- 
bled by Miranda, it was unanimously agreed, that nothing 
further could be efiected with so small a force as that patriotic 
chief then had at his disposal. The motley little army was 
consequently re-embarked, and conducted by Ci^tain Camp* 
bell, in safety, to Aruba. 

We have been thus minute in our relation of the circum- 
stances attending General Miranda's expedition to Venezuela, 
in consequence of a very incorrect statement which appeared 
in the first number of the Naval and Military Magazine, the 
Annual Biography and Obituary for 1827, and various other 
periodicals, wherein the whole credit of the enterprise is givod 
to Captain Dacres and his second lieutenant ; whereas the 
Bacchante's officers and crew, although their zeal and bravery 
cannot be questioned, were certainly nothing more than se- 
condary actors on the occasion. A sense of duty induces us 
to add, that Miranda entertained much more sanguine ideas 
of success, than his slender force warranted him in doing ; and 
that nothing short of 1000 soldiers, inheriting the spirit of 
Britons, would have enabled him to obtain possession of Ca- 
raccas, a city where he possessed numerous friends, but trho 
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only wanted confidence in his strength to join him. In ord^ 
to convey an idea of his popularity at Goto, we shall further 
add, that he always walked aliout th^ dty uhattieuded ; liiat 
he frequently passed hours together in a room crowded with 
Spaniards of all descriptions ; and that the officer command- 
ing on the sand-hills had much trouble in preveatiAg many 
of the Indians from joiaing him. 

Previous to their departure fro^ the Mend of Antb«^ a 
letter was addressed to Captain Campbell by his mitital^ c^- 
league^ of which the following is a copy : 

*' Head Quarters, Aruha, 2Bth Sept 1806. 

'* My dear Sir,«-<I haT« to return you my best thanks for the sentiments 
conveyed to me in your note of the 22d instant. 

^ Permit k»e at the same time to express b^ gvatituAe for l^e atteMlta 
and kindness shewn to us oti board the LMy, 4mmg ^ke late expedition. I 
Jiave no doubt tiiat the suocess we did obtain on our landing at ia Villa de 
Coro^ was in a great ineasure owing to your wise directionc^ and to the 
•courage and intreipidity of the officers imd wen of the navy/ vfU^o accom- 
panied us in t)ie land (^orations. 

** I hope that» if <jrreat Britain continues her support to this extensive 
•enterprise, your name. Sir, will be added <if nay recommeadatiqa is attend- 
«d to) to these that will co-operate, under Uie auspices of JProvidence) to 
th^ execution ef so JJuimane and interestii^ an undertakmg, for the glory 
of Qreat Biitain<and Uie happiness of mankind. I have the honor Co he, 
^ith perfect esteem and high consideration, &c« 

(Signed) " Fran, de Miranda." 

The Mlowing is^ an extract of Sir Alexander Cochrane's 

letter to Captain Can^pbell^ acknowledging the receipt of his 

despatches from la Villa de Coro and Aruba : 

" I ampeifectly satisfied with your eonduet during the expeditioa; and, 
although it has failed, I have confidence of success whenever a sttffident 
force is employed. You had beifter eoaie i^^ here, to be in the way -for a 
^iedfalL" 

The high ^stilnation in which Captain Campbeirs general 
conduct was held by the governor, council, and merchMts 
of Trinidad, cannot be better described than in theit p^n 
terms: 

*' Governmeiu House, Trinidad, Jan. 21, 180^^ 

*^ Sir^*— It was with infinite coooern I iearnt that your appointoaeat to 
4he command of the Lily had not been confirmed at home ; w4iieh is only 
40 be attributed to your cliM»g m w active* zealous and laeiitoiiem officer 
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not hafiiig been brought timely forward before the JFIrst Lord of the Ad- 
miralty^ en the late change of admmistrationy but who I ha^e understood 
since expressed himself to that effect to Sir Alexander Cochrane, in a letter 
which his lordship addressed to the Hon. Rear-Admiral. 

*' I will not doubt, howe^er^ that the Justice which is due to you mXi, 
on the earliest occasion, be evinced by an order from home, to confirm 
you in the first vacancy which occurs-^in the mean time, I cannot deny 
myself the gratification of offering you my sincerest assurances of the very 
high opinion fdth which your zeal, attention, and exemj^ary conduct in- 
variably impressed me in your favour, since your first appointment to tbis 
station, until I had to regret the circumstance which was to deprive the 
colony under my government (for the present) of your further services. I 
have the honor to be, with great regard, &c. 

(Signed) " T. Hislop, Governor.** 

JBxtract of the Minutes of H. M. Council, held at the Go^ 

vemment House, Jan. 21^ 1807* 

** Trinidad.— His Excellency the Governor having laid before the Board 
a letter which he proposed transmitting to Captain Campbell, late com- 
mander of H. M. S. Lily, expressive of his opinion of the services of that 
officer, wluch, should it accord with that of the members of the Board, he 
would submit to them the propriety of passing such a resolution as they 
may think appropriate to the occasion. 

** It was then resolved that tins Board do most fully accord in the senti- 
ments expressed in his Excellency's letter addressed to that officer, and 
are desirous that this resolution be transmitted at the same time to Captain 
Campbell by the Secretary. 

(Signed) '* By command, John Gloster, 

Dep. Clk. Council.** 

From the Merchants to Captain Campbell. 

" Trinidad, 24th Jan. 1907. 

'^ Sir,— We learn frith regret that this island is for the present to be de- 
prived of your services. 

*' This station affords few opportunities of signalizing courage, or of 
guning pecuniary emolument, but calls for the exertion of vigilance, acli- 
rity, and judgment ; qualifications of prime utility to the service, and 
which, from every thing we have seen of your conduct, we conceive you 
eminently possess. 

'* When on a neighbouring station, you pud particular attention to the 
interests of this colony, and during the short time you remained on this, 
though called to other duties, we have seen enough to occasion our r^^t 
at bemg deprived of that zeal which you have always manifested for the 
mercantile interest. 

^* That promotion may soon be your reward, and that such promotion 
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may occasion your return amongst us, is the sincere wisb of. Sir, your most 
obedient liumble servants, &c. &c.'' 

(Signed by the principals ofA^ otmmercxal houses,) 

In Jan. J 807^ Captain Campbell was appointed to the Pert 
brig ; in which vessel he made many captures on the Tortola 
station. His commission as a commander bears date May 
4, 1807. 

On the 16th Oct. following^ the Pert was cau^t in a 
hurricane, whilst lying off the island of Margarita, in com- 
pany with a Spanish packet which she had just before cap- 
tured. Unfortunately the brig bad only two anchors and 
cables on board ; in consequence of which, she was driven 
ashore and totally wrecked. By this disaster, the master 
of the Pert and 12 men lost their lives ; the remainder of her 
officers and crew escaped with great difficulty. During the 
same tremendous storm, the Maria schooner. Lieutenant J. 
Henderson, then under Captain Campbell's orders, foundered, 
and every person on board of her perished. 

From Margarita, Captain Campbell proceeded in his prize 
schooner to Tortola, where he was tried by a court-martial, 
and most honourably acquitted. The loss of the Pert, how- 
ever, proved doubly mortifying to him, as he was thereby 
prevented from joining the Cygnet, a remarkably fine sloop, 
to which he had recently been appointed. 

Captain Campbell returned to England with the minutes of 
his court-martial made into a despatch, to be delivered in 
person at the Admiralty, and a letter of recommendation 
from Sir Alexander Cochrane to Lord Mulgrave, who thea 
presided at the Board ; but he did not succeed in obtaining 
any further employ untU his appointment to TEspiegle brig, 
in Sept. 1809. 

With the exception of his convoying two ships to the West 
Indies, and exchanging into the Port d'Espagne brig, we find 
no further mention of Captain Campbell until Sept. 1810, 
when he received a commission appointing him to the Rosa* 
mond sloop ; in which vessel he was again employed afford- 
ing protection to the trade of Trinidad, *^ the delicate state 
of matters, between the Spanish provinces on the Main and 
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the parent stated rendering it necessary that an officer pos- 
sessing temper and discretion should be sent to command 
upon that station *" 

Whikt thus employed, his attention having been called to 
a S]nsteni of smaggling carried on in the Galph of Paris, 
Captain Campbell detected two American schooners and a 
Trinidad sloop in the act of patting sugar on board an Amer- 
Ican brig at andior near the Spanish mahi : the whole of 
these vessels he seized, and carried back to the island for ad- 
judicatkNi; but tmderstanding that the Judge of the Viee- 
Admirahy Comt had declared to the Colonial Secretary, and 
iother persons, that he was determined to liberate them, Aey 
were Ugain got under weigh, conducted to Grenada, and there 
ccmdemned, both hulls and cargo : — ^this transacticm led to a 
great 4eal of legal £scussioo, whidi our limits will not allow 
ms to enter into. 

Captain Campbell obtained post rank Aug. 1, 1811 ; hot 
he continued in the Rosamond until May 90, 1814, duiing 
Which period he was successively employed conveying a mail 
mad some specie firom Jamaica to England, escorting vacions 
fleets f^meitftantmen, and protecting the fisheries on tlie coaat 
of Lateador and the north shoves of Newfeaodland. In 1813» 
ke captured lite Frienddiip, an American merchantman of nev 
400 tons, with a valuable cargo of naval stores, from Archangd 
bomd to Salem. This diip he chased for 14 hoars, duringthe 
Whole of which time he flattered lumsdf that he was in par- 
mat of an enemy's cruiser, as she was a r^ubr built corvette, 
)pierced for 20 gmis. 

WUkt in the commaiid of the Rosamond, Captain Camp- 

bdl received three commoidatory letters finom his supenor 

oflkers, of whidi the following are copies : — 

« itiyW IPilfiM, ^pidUmd, Dec 31, 1812. 
" Sir,— GqHwi Brisbsoe Imii^ Rpoitei to ae the cffectaal 
he received from the ezcitioas of yourself ^ officers, and akip'k 
psay andnr your commaDd, when the Pembroke was oo shore imder Doa- 
ao8^ I haTe to express mj satisfiictioa at die promptitude with ^MA you 



* The «boTe is aa extnct of a letter from Sir Firands Lafbrcy, 

h 
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proceeded ou tliifl service, as well as your condact in the execotioii 
thereof. I am. Sir, &c. 

(Signed) *' R. Bickerton.'' 

'* R^mmond, St. John's, 1th Oct. 1813. 
** Sir, — I have recelFcd « copy of your log, your report and obflervations 
on the fisheri^ on the Labrador coast, and in the straights of Bellefsle, and 
also a sketch of the bay of I'Ance a Loup, by Mr. Taylor, master of the 
Rosamond, together with a description of such rocks on the coast of New* 
ifoondland, not laid down in the Admiralty charts, as you or he could dis- 
cover, or gain intelligence of; and also a copy of the proceedings of the 
'Surrogate Court held by you; and I approve of your conduct in the services 
on which you have been employed during the summer. I am, &c. 

(Signed; " R. G. Keats.** 

" Prince, Spithead, Mar. 20, 1814. 
*' Sir,— Vice-Admiral Domett having represented to the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, that the Rosamond had not lost either a mtA 
or boy by desertion daring the period of two months that she had been fai 
dock, and under refit at Plymouth ; I have it in command from their 
Lordships, to signify to you that they have received with great satisfacdoa 
and approbation this testimony of the good state of discipline of the ship 
under your command. I am, &c. 

(Signed) «* R. Btckertoh.'* 

Whilst refitting at Plymouth, he also received the follow- 
ing firom his old commander-in-chief: 

** London, 2d Jan. 1814. 
*' Dear Camphdl> — ^I have just time to say, that I will try to get jrou 
on the North American station.— I hope they will send you out. 

(Signed) *'Albx. Cochrane." 

In May 1814, the declining health of his wife induced 
Captain Campbell to give up the command of the Rosamond ; 
btit after her demise^ he gladly accepted an offer made Ifiat 
by Sir Richard G, Keats^ who expressed a wish to have him 
again under his command, and spontaneously undertook to 
procure him a ship if he would consent to return to New- 
foundland. The late Sir George Hope was spoken to on this 
subject by Sir Richard^ but the appointment never took place. 
We have inserted the foregoing letters, and mentioned this 
circumstance, in order to shew that Captain Campbell was 
fortunate enough always to enjoy the good opinion of liis su- 
perior officers. 

In 1822, Captain Campbell was appoiated Inspeotiog 
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Commander of the Coast Guard at Stranraer, N. B. from 
whence he removed to the Aberdeen district in 1826. 

The subject of this memoir married, 1st, in 1808, Ann^ 
daughter of the late Rear- Admiral Sir Charles Douglas^ Bart.^ 
which lady died April 11^ 1815, leaving one son and two 
daughters : 2dly, Aug. 19^ 1819, Isabella, daughter of John 
Campbell, of Craignure, Argyllshire, Esq.^ by whom he has 
seven children. His eldest son, Colin^ is now serving as a 
midshipman on board the Ocean 74. 

One of Captain Campbell's brothers, the senior captain of 
the 59th regiment, died in consequence of wounds he re- 
ceived, when landing with the grenadiers of that corps^ at 
Java, in 1811. Another brother was severely wounded at the 
storming of St. Sebastian^ and appears to have been the only 
officer of the grenadier company, 2d battalion 59th regiment^ 
who survived that attack ; he afterwards suffered much from 
the Walcheren fever, which ultimately caused his death. The 
following are extracts of a letter from his commanding officer 
to the Colonel of the 59th^ written after the battles near 
Bayoune^ Dec. 9^ 10^ and 11^ 1813 :— 

** You will find some difficulty in giving credit to my assertion, that tfa^ 
59th regiment have outdone their former exploits of Vittoria and St. Se- 
bastian, yet nothing can be more true ; not merely in my opinion, but in 
that of Lord Wellington, as well as Sir John Hops, who were spectators 
of the. conduct of the brigade, during three days hard fighting. • « • 
• • •. You will see by the return herewith enclosed, how severe the 
loss of the 59th has been in officers ; I wish I could do justice to. their 
merits, but their praise is in better hands. Lord Wellington and Sir John 
Hope are lavish in encomiums upon their obstinate valor — it certainly never 
was surpassed. ••••••. Lieutenant Campbell, of the gre- 
nadiers, for whom I have long been most warmly interested, is also among 
the wounded, and but lately recovered from a wound he received on the 
breach of St. Sebastian's, where he remained, cheering on his men, until 
the town was feirly in our possession. He has acted as adjutant for some 
time, and has exhibited qualities, in that situation, equal to his spirit in the 
field, which is in the true style of a British grenadier. I think this young 
man so deserving of promotion, that I wish to exert all the interest I am 
master of, to that end. He has a strong desire to get into the 104th r^- 
ment, or the Glengarry Fencibles; and as he has a thorough knowledge of 
all the northern parts of America, he might be truly useful in that country 
juit now ; for to local information, he adds every military reqtlisite. Do 
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not therefore think me presuming too far, when I solicit your influence in 
his fa?or/' 

The excellent young officer, thus highly eulogised, died a 
subaltern! Captain Campbeirs youngest brother, Duncan, 
was made a Lieutenant July 10, 1828, and he at present com- 
mands the Monkey schooner^ on the West India station. 

Agent. — Sir F. M. Ommanney. 



HENRY HART, Esq. 

This officer is descended from Sir Harry Hart, \rho was a 
knight of the bath about 1650. That branch of the family 
to which he belongs formerly resided in Kent, but his father, 
the late Richard Hart, Esq. was settled at Uckfield, co. 
Sussex, and married Miss Blackman, whose sister, we be^ 
lieve, was the lady of the late Sir Thomas Miller, of Froyle, 
near Alton, in Hampshire, Bart. 

Mr. Henry Hart entered the navy in 1796, as a midship^ 
man on board the Indefatigable frigate, Captain Sir Edward 
Pellew, with whom he continued until the peace of Amiens*, 
when he joined the Foudroyant 80, bearing the flag of liord 
Keith, on the Mediterranean station. From that ship he was 
promoted into the Medusa frigate, June 1802. 

It is unnecessary, in this place, to recapitulate the services 
in which Mr. Hart participated, while serving under the com« 
mand of Sir Edward Pellew: the manner in which the Me- 
dusa was employed will be seen by reference to an enlarged 
memoir of Vice-Admiral Sir John Gore, at the end of Supp* 
Part II. 

On the arrival of the Medusa at Madras, lieutenant 
Hart met there the sincere and valuable friend under whose 
auspices he had first become a sailor, and who was then 
commander-in-chief on the East India station. By that 
officer he was immediately received on board the Culloden74^ 
as flag-lieutenant; and afterwards successively appointed 
acting-captain of the Duncan, Caroline, and Fox frigates^ 

* See Viscount Exroouth. 



414 POST-CAPTAINS OT ISllJ 

The Caroline formed part of the squadron nnder Sir Ed- 
ward Pellew, at the total extermination of the Dutch nayal 
force in India, Dec. 1 1, 1807*. The boats of the Fox captured 
and brought out from updcr the batteries at S^para,. la Car- 
ravanne, a French vessel mounting eight 4-pounders, from 
Batavia, bound to Sourabaya, Mar. 23, 1809. 

After serving nearly four years as an acting-captain, ill 
health obliged this officer to leave the East Indies, and on 
his return home he had the mortification to find that Lord 
Mulgrave had only confirmed him as a commander, by com- 
mission dated Oct. 12, 1807. That nobleman's successor, 
however (the Right Hon, Charles Yorke), received him in 
the most handsome manner ; immediately appointed him to 
the Thracian brig, of 18 guns ; and followed up his disinte. 
rested kindness, by advancing him to post rank, on the 1st 
Aug. 1811. 

Captain Hart's next appointment was, Dec. 10, 1813, to 
the Revenge 7^^ bearing the flag of bis friend Sir John Gore^ 
on the Mediterranean station. In Mar. 1818, the same offi- 
cer nominated him to be his flag->captain at Chatham^ but a 
recent regulation at the admiralty prevented this arrange* 
ment from being carried into effect. He subsequently com* 
manded the Sapphire 26, on the Jamaica station, from whence 
he teturned home invalided, as a passenger on board the 
Tartar j&rigate, Aug. 28, 1820. 

^^«n^«.— -Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son. 



CORBET JAMES D'AUVERGNE, Esq. 

Ranger of the Island of Jersey and its Dependencies, 

Son of the late Charles d'Auvergne, Esq. (a descendant 
of the celebrated Godfrey, first Duke of Bouillon^ in France) f 
by. his second wife Bandinel, daughter of the Seigneur de 
Melesches, the head of one of the most ancient families in 
Jersey. 

We first find this officer commanding the Aristocrat hired 

• Se« Suppl. Fart I, p. 404, et seq. f See p. 192. 
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armed brig, and capturing a French gun- vessel; off Cape 
Frehel, Feb* 19^ 1800, at which period he was employed 
undet the orders of his half-brother, Philip d'Auvergne, 
whom the relgoiing prince of Bouillon had some years before 
formally adopted a^ his son and successor, conformably to 
precedents established in that duchy so far back as the tim^ 
of the crusades. 

Lieutenant d'Auvergne's next appointment appears to have 
been to the Severn 44, bearing the broad pendant of the same 
officer on the Jersey station 3 and if we mistake not he wa« 
the senior officer on board that ship when she was drivea 
ashore and wrecked, in Grouville Bay, Dec. 21, 1804. He 
subsequently served as iirst-lieutenant of the Majestic 74^ 
flag- ship of Vice- Admiral Thomas MaCnamara Rjassell, who 
makes the following handsome mention of him in bis official 
letter reporting the capture of Heligoland> Sept. 5, 1 807 : — 

*' I have, appointed lieutenant d'Auvergne as acting goFemor until 
their lordships' pleasure is knowa ; and I b^ leave to add, that from \m 
perfect knowledge of both services^ his zeal and loyalty, and a high sencte 
of honor, I know no seaman more competent to the trust." 

The subject of this sketch was made a commander Oct. 
13, 1807) and continued at Heligoland for some time after 
his promotion. On leaving that island be received a very 
flattering address froni the magistrates, aldermen, and other 
principal inhabitants. He subsequently commanded the Aup 
tumn sloop of war. 

Captain d'Auvergne obtained post rank, Aug. 1, 1811; 
and died at Havre, Feb.. 8, 1625. A memoir of his brother's 
services will be found in the Nav. Chron. vol. 13, pp. 169-1 91j 
and vol. 36, p. 264. 



GEORGE HENDERSON, Esq. 

Son of John Henderson, Esq. many years secretary to Ad-f 
mital Lord Bridport. 

This officer entered the navy, about 1797| as a midshipman 
on board the tloyal George^j of 100 gune, bearing the flag of 
that highly distinguished veteran^ whose steady friendship he 
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ever after was honored with. From Nov. 1800, until the 
peace of Amiens, we find him serving in the Belleisle 74, com* 
manded, except for two short periods, by Captain William 
Domett *• He subsequently proceeded to the Leeward l8<- 
lands, as master's-mate, in the Ulysses 44, fitted for the broad 
pendant of Commodore Samuel Hood, in which ship he was 
present at the capture of Tobago, July 1, 1808 +• 

After that event Mr. Henderson returned home, for the pur- 
pose of passing his examination at the Navy Ofiice ; and he 
had no sooner done so, than he proceeded to rejoin Commo- 
dore Hood, by whom he was made Lieutenant into the Alli- 
gator 28, armed enflute^ by commission dated Jan. 28, 1804. 
In that ship, commanded by Captain Charles Richardson, he 
assisted at the reduction of Surinam, May 5, 1804 %. 

Lieutenant Henderson was next appointed to the Centaur 
74, bearing the broad pendant of Sir Samuel Hood, who had 
just before been created a K. B* for his numerous gallant 
and valuable services, but whose naval rank did not admit of 
his being much longer continued as commander-in-chief at 
the Leeward Islands. 

After Sir Samuel's departure for England, the Centaur 
accompanied Rear-Admiral Cochrane to Jamaica, in pursuit 
of the celebrated Rochefort squadron § ; a circumstance not 
noticed in our memoir of her captain, the present Sir Murray 
Maxwell. 

Early in 1806, Lieutenant Henderson had the happiness to 
find himself again under the command of Sir Samuel Hood, 
who was at that period appointed captain of the Centaur, 
then at Plymouth, and placed under the orders of Earl St. Vin- 
cent, who sent him with a squadron of seven sail of the line, 
and some small vessels, to watch the motions of the enemy 
at Rochefort. The capture of four heavy French frigates 
(full of troops, stores, arms, ammunition, and provisions) by 
the Centaur, Monarch, and Mars, Sept. 25, in the same year, 
have been described at p. 570 et seq. of Vol. I. Part 11. On 

• Sec Vol. I. p. 247, et $eq. f See Id. p. 481. 

J See Vol. II. Part II. pp. 797— 80L 

S SeeVol. I.p. 261. 
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that occasion, Sir Samuel Hood received a severe wound in 
his right arm, which was afterwards taken out of the socket 
by his able surgeon, Mr. Richard Daly, to whom he presented 
a valuable pocket chronometer as a token of the high sense 
he entertained of his very great skill and attention *• 

Sir Samuel Hood's despatches respecting this important 
capture were conveyed to the fleet oflF Brest by the subject of 
this memoir, who although only fifth Lieutenant of the Centaur, 
was shortly afterwards directed to perform the duty of first. 

In the early part of 1807, Sir Samuel Hood again com- 
manded a squadron employed in cruising between Madeira 
and the Canary islands. We next find his broad pendant 
flying in the armament sent against Copenhagen ; and on his 
return fi*om the Baltic, after the surrender of the Danish navy, 
and his promotion to a flag, he was sent to take possession of 
Madeira, in conjunction with Major-General (now Lord) Ber- 
esford, a measure rendered necessary in consequence of the 
occupation of Portugal by the French : — this latter service 
was performed, without opposition, Dec. 26, 1807. The fol- 
lowing is an extract of Sir Samuel's ojficial letter to the Ad- 
miralty, dated on the 29th of that month :— 

*' I have to express my entire satisfaction of the captains, officers, and 
men of his Majesty's ships on this service ; and I send my first Lientenant, 
George Henderson, with this despatch. He is a very excellent officer, and 
I must refer their Lordships to him for any further informadon ; I beg leave 
to recommend him to their Lordships' notice. '' 

Lieutenant Henderson arrived at the Admiralty Jan. 22, 
1806 ; on which day a commission was signed promoting him 
to the rank of Commander. 

From this period we lose sight of Captain Henderson till 
the summer of 1809, when he was placed under the orders of 
Captain Nicholas Tomlinson, who had been selected to com- 
mand the fire-vessels attached to the Walcheren expedition^ 
The wind-up of his services in the Scheldt is thus officially 
described by the late Vice-Admiral Otway : — 

^ Richard Daly, M. D. is now a practitioner in the Old Kent Road, and 
Ae author takes this opportunity of publicly acknowledginjir how much 
he likewise is indebted to his abilities and care, particulariy duringf a long 
and serious illness with which he was afflicted m the year 1826. 

SUPPL. PAET II. 2 B 
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" The transports necessary for the embarkatioa of the army having ar- 
rived the 25th Nov, on the following day the measures that I had pre- 
viously concerted with Lieutenant*Oeneral Don, for the destruction of the 
basin, arsenal, and sea defences of Fluslung,, agreeably to instructions from 
the Earl of Liverpool, dated the I3th, and received on the \7ih, were 
begun. 

^' On this service, 600 seamen and artificers from the fleet were employ- 
ed, under the orders of Captain Moore of H. M. S. Marlborough, assisted 
by Captains Tomlinson and Henderson, of the fire-ship service. The navy 
having completed the portion of work allotted to them, and Lieutenant* 
Colonel Pilkingtott, commanding the ro3ral engineers, having reported to 
Lieutenant-Xknttral Don, that his mines for the destruction of the gates 
and piers at the entrance of the bawn were ready, the whole of the army, 
with the exception of the rear-guards^ was embarked on the afternoon of 
the 9th instant. 

*^ The mines were exploded yesterday *, and appear to have fiiHy an- 
swered their object : the whole of the east side of the basin had been pie* 
▼iously completely destroyed ; but as the port of Flushing, west of the 
badin, lies considerably below the high wirter mark, any mattrial injury of 
the west bank would have caused the immediate inundation of the whole 
town ; therefore our work on that side has been confined to the demolition 
of the careening wharf and pits. 

** It was at first intended to defer the burning of the store-house and other 
buildings in the arsenal until our final departure ; but, from the probability 
that with a strong east wind the flames might commnmeate to the town, 
the whole was set fire to yesterdays and is totally destroyed. 
, ** Thus Flushing is rendered useless to the enemy as a naval anenal ; 
and the basin which atiforded a very secure retreat for several ships of the 
line during the winter, is for the present effectually destroyed, and can 
only be restored by great labour,, and at an immense expense. 

** 1 cannot conclude without expiessing my great obligsEtions to Cap- 
tain Moore, for the able assistance he has rendered me in the performance 
of a very complicated service ; and he speaks in terms highly satisfactory 
of the conduct of Captains Tomlinson and Henderson, and the other oflEI- 
cers who served under his orders on shore. 

(Signed)* " W. A. Otway f.** 

Captain Henderson's next appointment was^ in 1810^ to 
tile Eclipse brig^ of 18 guns. After assisting at the capture 
of the Isle of France, he returned home acting in theNeretde 

* Dec. 10, 1809. • • 

t Vice-Admiral William Albany Otway died at Ry.de> in the ftleof 
Wight, July 30, 1815. He hs4 suffered several attacks of the W«lehtn* 
fover since he returned from that expedition ; indeed it is believed by laf 
iiiends, that he never perfectly recovered from it 



i^o^H-tAvtAivs at 1811. 419 

frigate, formerly la Venus *, which dhi^ he ptrt out of cotii- 
mission in May, 1811. His promotion to pfdst-rank took place 
Aug. Ist foUowiDg. 

On the 23d June, ldl3> Captaifl H^derson was ap^iointed 
to^the Acorn of 20 guns ; ftom Wh&ch ship he removed, April 
20, 1814, to the Miiiden 74, bearing the flag of his raliiable 
friend Sir Samuel Hdod, then ebtno&^h^-iti-chief on the East 
India stationf. Shortly after the demise of that great office^ 
And most ex<;el)ent many be estchan'ged with Ccq^tsdn tlonald 
Hugh Madkay, into the MlAacca 42, wbidh fiig&te he* paid otf 
in June, 1815. 

Captain Hefttdei*^n Aiati^ed, Not. 25, 18I7> t**ranees, eldest 
daughter of Eciorand Waleoitt, of Wirikton, neai^ Cbristchnrch, 
Hants, Esq^ Shd sistet to Captain John Edward Walcott, R. N. 
by whom he has three sons and one daughter. One of his 
4M8ters is iiaEkrtied to Captiun WilHaini Henderson, BL N. 



THOMAS TUIJOR TtC&ER, E^. 

Third son of Henry Tucker, Esq. many years president 
of the council, treasurer, and secretary at the Bermudas, 
where he also held the reins of government at various pe- 
riods, by Frances, eldest daughter^ of his Excellency (xeorge 
Bruere, the governor of those islands. 

Mr. T. Tu^or Tucker was born at the official residence of 
bis maternal grandfather, but at what period it is not in our. 
power to state. He entered the navy towards the close of 
1703, previous to which he had made one voyage to China, 
and another to Bombay, as a midshipman in the service of 
the Hon. East India Company. Hie first king's ship in 
which he embarked was the Argo 44, Captain William Clarke, 
then about to sail from the Nore for the purpose of affording 
protection to the homeward-bound Baltic trade. He after* 

• See VoK I. Part II. p. 630. 
t Vice^dmiral Sir Samuel Hood died at MadraB, Dec. 24, 1814. I&' 
ym it may truly be said, that the British nation lost one of its most ex- 
perienced and gallant defenders, a long-triedf Mend and companion of the 
immoral Nelson. 

2 £2 
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wards successively joined the Jason frigate, Sampson 64, 
Victorious 74> and Monarch, of »milar force, the latter 
third rate bearing the flag of Sir George Keith Elphinstone, 
commander-in-chief at the Cape of Good Hope. During 
the operations which led to the capture of that colony, he 
served on shore with the seamen and marines landed to co- 
operate with the small military force under Major-Creneral 
Craig*. 

Early in 1796 Mr. Tucker passed his examination for a 
lieutenant ; Sir George K. Elphinstone having directed thai 
the time he had served in the Hon. Company's service should 
be admitted by the passing ciqptains. In addition to this 
extraordinary mark of &vor, he was immediately afterwards 
promoted into the Suffialk 74> flag-ship of Rear-Admiral 



Mr. Tucker *s next appointment was to the S«rUt sloops 
Caplun Thomas Hayward, and he appears to have quitted 
that vessel at Madras only a few days previous to her sailing 
from thence <m a cmise in the China seas, since whidi she 
has never beei heard of: the name of her unfortonaie cam- 
mander is frequently mentioned in our memoir of CafMbun 
Pelcr Heywood'f* 

Mr* 'l\Eid»r's removal from the Swift vras occaaoned by a 
cooapbdnt of the fiver, wluch induced Captain WilBam Qaike 
to request that he might be a{^inted to the Victorioos^ as 
she would be a more comfortable ship for him in sodi a ^k 
mate : this applicatioii was readily granted by Rear- Admiral 
Runier, and he acoordBi^T rejoined his first patron^ witik 
whom he continued to serve until a second afttai^ of dK 
Bvcr» in 1790^ l e uJ eied it advisaUe for Um to errhaiig^ inio 
the Sceptre 64, then mider orders for Kngfand, At thb pe- 
riod the commander4n<<hief was about to recrive Urn inio 
his ftxg^^shiqp on promotkiu 

On the 19lh Sept. I79Q, Mr. Tbcker commamdrJ thebo^br 
of the Sceptie at the cmptnre and destractioo of FEcbir^ 
French brig privateer, iwwntny 10 guns* wnb & 

• See V^ LFte I» 11^47— 0L 
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tnent of 83 men, moored close to the shore, within a reef of 
rocks, at the island of Rodriguez : the manner in which this 
service was executed will be seen by reference to p. 116, et 
seq. where we have also noticed the loss of the Sceptre in 
Table Bay, Cape of Good Hope, Nov. 5, 1799. 

On the day previous to that melancholy disaster, Mr, 
Tucker, then acting as second lieutenant, requested Captain 
£d wards to grant him permission to attend a ball that was 
to be given on shore, saying he would not leave the ship 
until the business of the day was finished, and promising to 
return on board at day-light the next morning, in order to 
attend to bis duty as the executive officer, the first lieutenant 
being at sick-quarters. Captaia Edwards told him in reply, 
that as the third and fifth lieutenants were also on shore, and 
his standing orders were, that the ship was never to be left 
without at lea^t two lieutenants and the master^ he did not 
like to deviate from them. Mr. Tucker had previously sent 
to the third lieutenant to come on board in the evening and 
relieve him, but, as a ball was pending, he had no expecta- 
tion that his request would be complied with : however, while 
the ship's company were at their supper, he was agreeably 
surprised to see his messmate come alongside, and he soon 
afterwards went on shore, leaving orders for a boat to be sent 
to bring him off at day*light. During the night it came on 
to blow very hard ; and next morning, on repairing to the 
place where he expected a boat would be, Mr. Tucker found 
such a sea running that it was utterly impossible for one to 
approach the shore, and he could perceive the people on 
board the Sceptre busily employed in striking lower-yards 
and top-masts : the wind continued to increase during the 
day, until it blew a hurricane, and the sea to roll in from the 
ocean, in almost resistless billows : before 8 P. M. the Sceptre 
and most of the vessels in the bay were ashore ; she soon 
went to pieces, and her captain, the third and fourth lieute* 
nants, the master, the captain's son and three other mid* 
shipmen, two warrant officers, and about 280 of her crew 
perished. A list of those who escaped this terrible catas- 
trophe will be found at p. 222 of Suppl. Part I. 



42S pptT-CAPTAivg or 181 1 < 

Mr. Tudcer returnecl home with despatches from l^r George 
Ypnge^ governor of the Cape, who entrnsted them to his 
charge in hopes that the expenses of his voyage would be 
paid by government ; an expectation that was not realized. 

On his arrival in London, May 1800, Mr. Tucker was ob^ 
liged to pass another examination at Somerset Place, the 
(lOrds of the Admiralty having refused to make any allow- 
fknce for the time he had served at sea previous to hit 
entering the navy. Having done so, he was immediately 
appointed a lieutenant of the Prince George 98, forming 
part of the Channel fleet, under the command of £arl St. 
Vincent. At the close of the French revcdutionary war we 
find him serving as fourth of the Prince, a very dull sailing 
ship of similar force, in which he received a rupture, through 
gr^at exertion and anxiety to keep her in her station. 

Lieutenant Tucker's next appointment was to the North* 
umberland 74, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral the Hon. 
Alexander Cochrane. In May, 1805, he assisted at the cap-* 
ture of a French privateer, near St. Domingo, by the boats 
of the Unicom frigate; th^ manner in which that service 
was performed will be seen by the following extract oC an 
official letter written by Captain Lucius Hardyman : 

** On the inorDing^ of Ihe 6th instaiit, a strange sful was seen on the 
larboard bow, dbtaot 7 or 8 milea ; having then Ught-wrs, inclinable to 
calm, and perceiving the stranger was using every effort with bis sweeps 
to escape, I directed Mr. Henry Smith Wilson, first lieutenant, as^ted by 
Messrs. James Tut and Henry Bourchier, second and third lieutenant^* 
and backed by the volunteer services of Lieutenant Thomas Tudor Tucker, 
a passenger belonging to H. M. S. Northumberland, Lieutenant Walter 
Powell, R. M. and Mr. Charles Rundle, purser of H. M. S. under my 
command, to proceed with four boats, and endeavour to come up with ths 
chase. The cool and determined manner in which this service was per- 
formed, after a pull of many hours, and the strong opposition they met 
with, induce me thus publicly to express my approbation of every offi- 
cer, seaman, and marine engaged in it ; and I am happy to add that no 
lives were lost upon the occasion." 

The privateer proved to be le Tape-&-bord, mounting four 
6-pounders, with a complement of 46 well-armed men. 
Lieutenant Tucker, who commanded one of the abqve bpats. 



was then pfroe€edillglrith^despatclle8 from his Admiral to Sir 
John Bw Warretu 

After the action off St. Domingo, Feb. 6^ 1806 *, the sub- 
ject of this memoir was appointed to ^e command of the 
Dolphin 44, anoed enJbUe, in which ship Rear- Admiral Coch- 
rane hoisted his fli^ while the Northumberland went to 
Antigua, for the purpose of repairing her damages. He was 
subsequently appointed in succession, by tiiat officer, to the 
Dart, Curieux, Epervier, and Cherub sloops of war ; but his 
commission as a Comma&der was not confirmed until Feb. 
15, 1808. 

Captain Tucker assisted at tlie capture of Martinique, in 
1809t, and was subsequently placed under the orders of Cap- 
tain Philip Beaver, senior officer of the squadron employed in 
the blockade of Basse Terre, Guadaloupe. 

The Cherub bad not been long with the above squadron 
before Captain l\icker, and Captain William Dowers, of the 
Julia brig, volunteered to go in with their vessels, and board 
and bring out two French frigates, then lying at Basse Terre 
under the protection of a very strong fort on the high land 
commanding that anchorage. Their spirited offer was readily 
accepted by Captain Beaver, who sent 60 of his own ship's 
company to the /ulia, and offered the Cherub as many as her 
commander wished; but none were accepted by him, as his 
officers and crew expressed a desire to have all the glory of 
the enterprise to themselves. After waiting many days for a 
favorable opportunity to make the attempt. Captain Tucker 
at length had the pleasure to observe that the wind bkw 
home into the roadstecid, and he immediately made the ap- 
pointed signal to his consort. Both sloops stood towards the 
frigates with as much wind, as enabled them to carry top- 
galiant-sails over single- reefed top-sails dose hauled, received 
the fire of two b)itteries in passing them, and was confidently 
expecting to be soon alongside the enemy, when their sails 
suddenly flapped to the masts, and they were left without so 

« See Vol. I. Part I. pp. 261—263 ; and Vol. n. Part I. note f st P* 280. 

t See Vol. I. Part I. p. 264. 
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much as a br^eath of wind. In this anlooked^br and mosi 
mortifying predicament. Captain Tucker, with great preseoce 
of mind, immediately ordered the helm to be put hard a-star- 
hoard, by which decisiire measure the vessels got out of gun- 
shot of a third heavy battery^ then just opening upon Uiem^ 
before they lost their way. Captain Beaver was an eye-wit- 
11^88 to the movements of the Cherub and Julia f and he 
afterwards told Captain Tucker that the promptitude with 
which he had extricated them from their perilous situation 
was deserving of the highest praise; that as much credit was 
due to him as if he had brought out the frigates, and that he 
would duly report his conduct. All who are acquainted with 
the anchorage at Basse Terre, must be aware of the difficulty 
of an enemy getting into that roadstead, as the high land 1 

commanding it occasions constant baffing winds and calms. ' 

Highly as Sir Alexander Cochrane admired Captain 
Tucker's heroic attempt, he gave strict orders that it should 
not be repeated. Captain Beaver, however, determined, if 
possible, to destroy the French frigates, and for that purpose 
he directed the Unique brig to be prepared as a fire-ves9el ; 
her unavoidable destruction, before she could reach the ene- 
my, has been related at p. 322. 

On the 14th June, 1809, the guard-boats of the blockading 
squadron gave notice that both the frigates were getting under 
weigh. As the night was extremely dark, and the enemy 
had the choice of several passages^ it was a matter of opinion 
with the different British captains which they would prefer. 
The Cherub immediately made all sail to the northward, and 
continued steering the same course until sun«set next day^ 
when her commander discovered the fugitives under St* Mar- 
tin's, with their heads to the southward. Considering this 
only a. feint to deceive him, he stood on, ran through the 
Sambrero passage, and at dawn of day, on the 16th, perceived 
them right a-head, but not a single British ship or vessel in 
sight. The enemy were now so near to the Cherub that 
Captain Tucker thought his crew would scarcely have time 
to breaklast ; but still he was determined that they should 
have their meal before they went into action, and he was 
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equally resolved to engage the enemy^ in hopes of crippling 
them so as to render their ultimate capture certain. Uhfor'» 
tunately, the mnd began to moderate, and as it slackened 
the frigates increased their distance : whenever it freshened 
again for a short time, the Cherub had evidently the advan-> 
tage of sailing. At 2 P. M., the Latona frigate was seen 
from the masthead, coming up on the lee-quarter. At sun- 
fifet, the enemy*8 manoeuvres led Captain Tucker to believe 
that they intended altering their course after dark ; and as 
he thought it probable that they would separate, he considered 
it most expedient to keep a little to windwaM. When dark 
enough not to be observed by the Frenchmen, he hauled up 
as close as he could without taking in his royal, top-gallant, 
and fore-top-mast*8tudding sails ; on the morning of the 17th, 
he had the mortification to find that they had both escaped 
him. It subsequently appeared that one of the frigates bore 
up after dark, and at midnight found herself alongside of the 
Latona, Captain Hugh Pigot, who very soon captured her : 
the other braced sharp up, and was intercepted by the Bonne 
Citoyenne sloop of war, between Bermuda and Halifax *. 

The subject of this memoir assisted at the reduction of 
Guadaloupe, in 1810 ; and remained on the Leeward Islands* 
station, under the orders of Sir Alexander Cochrane and his 
successor. Sir Francis Laforey, in consequence of whose re- 
port to the Admiralty, of the excellent state in which tiie 
Cherub was kept, and the discipline of her crew, their Lord- 
ships were pleased to direct that she should be rated as a* 
post-ship, and signed a commission promoting Captain Tucker 
to that rank, and continuing him in the same command, Aug. 
1, 1811. 

At the end of Sept. 1812, the Cherub returned toEnglandwith 
ninety-six sail of merchantmen under her protection. Captain 
Tucker was immediately ordered to refit her for foreign ser- 
vice ; and in a litde more than two months he sailed for the 
South American station. During the time that his ship wais in*^ 
dock, at Portsmouth, her crew were allowed a month's leave of 

* See Captain Wiluam Mounsay, C. B. 
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absence to see their friends ; and although they wereaware that 
ehe -was ogaui going abroad^ not a man was absent from his 
duty at the time of her departure. On his taking leave of Sir 
Richard Bickerton^ who Uien commanded at that port, Cap- 
tain Tucker mentioned this circumstance, and reminded him 
that although his people had so recently returned from the 
SVest Indies, where many of them had served at least seven 
years, in the Epervier and Cherub, he was about to quit 
£ngland without having asked for, or widied to obtain a 
single man from the flag-ship I The port-admiral replied 
that it was so rare an instance, he would make a point of re- 
porting it officially. We should here observe, that when 
Captain Tucker removed into the Cherub, about Dee. 1806, 
most of the E^kervier's officers and the whole of her crew vo- 
lunteered to follow him, notwithstanding that that brig was 
tbm under orders to return home, and his new sloop had but 
just arrived on the station ! 

We next find Captain Tucker employed in the Pacific 
Ocean. On his arrival at lima he was informed that salted 
provisions were not to be procured there, and he therefore 
determined to reserve^ all that remained on board lor the pas- 
Sage back round Cape Horn. He also attempted to add to 
that.stodk, which was only sufficient for six weeks' consump- 
tion at fall allowaace; but although various modes were 
teied, every attempt failed, owing to the excessive heat of the 
wieatber ; and he was consequently obliged to adopt the plan 
ot tb^ Spaniards, who supply their vessels with beef cut in 
:dieies, and dried in the sun until it becomes as hard as wood. 
Thiflf substitute for salt- meat is then packed in 'matting, but 
from its nature must not be stowed in the hold, or between 
40cka» 

Shortly after his departure from Valparaiso, and a few days 
before the last of the oxen taken on board there was slaught- 
ered, the rain which fell for many hours had such an effect np- 
on that contained in the mat packages, all of which were 
atowed on the main-deck, about the booms, &c. as to make 
it emit such a horrible smell, that many officers would doubt- 
less have ordered the whole to be thrown overboard : Captain 
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Tucker^ however, Ux>k advimtag^ (rf the first fine day to' ex- 
pose it to the sun, when it very soon lost the offensive smell, 
resumed its former soUdity^ and was again re-packed. Not- 
withstanding this, he was afraid that the ship's company 
might have a dislike to eat it, and he therefore directed all 
the officers to make a point of doing so ; his steward was 
likewise told to have nothing else cooked for the use of the 
cabin on the day when it was to be first made use of. When 
that time arrived, not a man appeared in the galley to claim 
the meat for his mess, nor was a single piece of it taken away 
even after it had been surveyed and reported '^ wholesome 
food, fit for men to eat/' The first Lieutenant was then de- 
sired by Captain Tucker to allow it to remain in the cook's 
charge until the usual hour for mustering at quarters, and then 
to throw whatever remained unclaimed overboard. On the 
2d, 3d, and 4th days, the meat was cooked as before, but still 
no demand was made for it by any of the messes, the ship's 
company preferring to dine on biscuit and grog alone. On 
each of those days the quantity cooked was again properly 
surveyed, and ordered to be disposed of as before. In the 
afternoon of the latter day, however, a marine said to one of 
his companions that he was very hungry, and as the Captain 
and officers eat the beef every day he would go and do the 
same ; his messmate replied, ** if you do, you vnll be severely 
punished by the ship's company 5" which threat he immecd- 
ately reported to the officer of the watch, who lost no time 
in making the circumstance known to Captain Tucker. The 
marines were instantaneously ordered to be got under arms, 
and preparation was made for punishment. On the offender 
being brought to the gangway. Captain Tucker told him 
that he was not going to flog him for declining to eat the 
meat, but for presuming to assume an authority which was 
alone vested in his captain j and which power, added he, ^ I 
will not resign to any one, as long as I have a head on my 
shoulders." He then ordered the boatswain of the Cherub to 
give the first doien lashes ; the boatswain's -mates followed in 
succestfon, and the prisoner received as severe a pumshment 
as be thought himself authoriased in infficting. Captain 
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Tucker next addressed himself to the ship's company in terms 

neariy as follow : 

*' My lads, — ^Voa have now been under my command between five and 
six years ; and during that time you must have observed that I have ever 
nade it a study, as it was my duty, always to get for you the best provi- 
sions that could possibly be procured ; I need not add, that it has always 
afforded me the most heartfelt satisfaction so to do, and to see you com- 
fortable and happy : the meat that you have refused to eat for the last four 
daySy and which your captain and officers have eaten, was the only substi- 
tute for salt provisions that could be obtained in the Pacific ; I believe that 
I have been brought up from my birth to eat as delicate food as any of 
you, yet I have made four dinners on that which you do not think good 
enough for you, and I most fervently pray to Go<l to grant that I may 
never fare worse than I have this day done on that very beef. It b £eu: 
from my mtentlon to compel you to eat it, if you prefer dining on biscuit 
8ntf grog ; but if you expect that I will allow the salt provisions now in 
(he hoM to be used until we arrive in those high latitudes where this 
beefcannot be preserved, you are very much mistaken : — ^return to your 
various duties.'' 

This firmness on the part of Captain Tucker was produc- 
tive of the desired effect: next day the beef was demanded 
by every mess, immediately after piping to dinner, and the 
men continued to eat it until their arrival at the' Sandwich 
Islands, where a stock of excellent pork was procured for ge- 
neral use* It must be allowed by all who have any know- 
ledge in these matters, that prompt, dc^termined, and decisive 
conduct is absolutely necessary in such cases ; but justice 
demands that we should not attribute the conduct of the 
Qherub's crew, on the above occasion, to a mutinous sphit, 
but merely to the disgust occasioned by the beef's intolerable 
smell when moistened by the rain. Their attachment to 
Captain Tucker may be fairly inferred from what we have 
stated in the first paragraph at p, 426. 

Captain Tucker was severely wounded in both legs at the 
commencement of the action with the United States' frigate 
Essex, off Valparaiso, Mar. 28, 1814, the official account of 
which will be found at p. 861 et seq. of Vol U. Part II. On 
that occasion he returned upon deck the moment his wounds 
were dressed, and continued there, '^ using every e^rtion 
against the baf9ing winds and occasional calms, to close near. 
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the enemy 9^* until he bad the satisfaction to see the American 
colours lowered. 

The Cherub returned home from Brazil in charge of a larg^ 
fleet of merchantmen, and Captain Tucker was afterwards 
successively appointed to the Andromeda and Comus, each 
rated at 22 guns. He has not been employed since the end 
of May, 1816. 

This oflBcer married, Jan. 23, 1811, Anne Byam, eldest 
daughter of the late D. Hill, Esq. a merchant and land pro- 
prietor in the island of Antigua, by whom he has issue two 
sons and three daughters. His eldest brother, Henry St, 
George Tucker, is a Director of the Hon. East India Com- 
pany ; his second brother, George, a Lieutenant-Colonel in 
the army, and Assistant-Adjutant-General to the forces under 
Sir Arthur Wellesley, perished in the Primrose sloop of war, 
when returning to the peninsula, after a short leave of ab- 
sence*. His next brother, Lieutenant-Colonel John G. P. 
Tucker, has served in India and at the Cape of Good Hope^ 
at Monte Video, in Canada, and in France ; the next. Captain 
Nathaniel B. Tucker, Brigade-Major to Sir M. Nightingale^ 
shared the melancholy fate of his brother George ; the next 
in point of age, a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Hon. E. I. C. 
service, and Deputy-Quarter-Master-General at the presiden- 
cy of Bombay, died at sea, wheti returning home on leave of 
absence, in 1826; the next. Captain Charlton B. Tucker, of 
the dragoons, served as aide-de-camp to Sir M. Nightingale 
when that officer was commander-in-chief of the army at 
Bombay ; and the youngest brother, Richard A. Tucker, is 
now Chief Justice at Newfoundland. 



JOH?^ BOWKER, Esq. 

This officer, the second son of the late Robert Bowker, 
Esq. of Queen's County, Ireland, was bom Dec. 1, 1770;. 
and he entered the naval service, in Aug. 1785, as a mid* 
shipman on board the Trusty of 50 guns, commanded by Cap- 
t^n William Wolseley, and then fitting for the broad pendant 

* The Primrose, of 18 guns. Captain James Mein, was wrecked on the 
Manacle rocks, near Falmouth, Jan. 22, 1809 .-^-all on board peru»bed. 
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of his mother'fi near relative, the late Admiral Phillipa Coskrjry 
who was at that time appointed commodore and commander^ 
in-chief on the Mediterranean station, and witibi whom Mr. 
Bowker continued until his return to England^ at the dose of 
1788*. 

From this period we find him serving in the Ferret sloop 
of war, successively commanded by the Hon. Robert StofM 
ford and Captain Davidge Gould ; Gibraltar 80, Captain (af- 
terwards Admiral) Goodatl ; and London 98, bearings the flag 
of the latter officer, until the Russian armamimt in 17^1, 
when he joined his above-mentioned relativd ia the Impteg^ 
nable of 90 gnnsf. 

Mr. Bowker was subsequentiy sent to the W^t Indies in 
the Proserpine frigate, under the command of Captain Jametf 
Alms; but on hearing of Rear- Admiral Coriby's appointment 
to the chief command at Plymouthy he obtained leaK^e to re*' 
turn home, and once more joined that distMgaisked oiBi^er^ 
^rboee flag was then flymg on board the St George 96^ but 
which was removed at the commencement of the French 
irevolntionary war into the Windsor Castle, a^ ihip of uln^ar 
torn. 

On the 15th April, 1793, Rear-AdmmJ Cosby sailed frofn 
Spitfaead, and proceeded to the Mediterranean^ where be 
acted as third in command, under Lord Hood, until aA^r the 
capture of Corsica, when he returned to England, witii his 
flag m the Aleide 74. 

* €aptam Bowker^s father and mother virere related before their roamage, 
aod both descended from a rery respectable Norman famify, several nuetii- 
bers of which distin^ished theooisefvetf av Warriors dorin^ l&e cmsadeif. 

Admiral Cosby came into possession of Stradbally Hall, Queen's County 
(the estate of his ancestors)^ on the demise of Lord Sydney, Baron Strad- 
bally (a title now extinct), formerly Alexander Sydhey Cosby, Esq. his 
Miyesty's representative at the court of Denmark ; and it is now in the 
possession of Captain Bowker's cousin, the only sunriving; son of his mo- 
ther's eldest brother. Admird Coshy's aervkes are recoidod itf thtt Nmvmi 
Ckrmmck, vol. 14, pp. 353^64. 

t Admiral Goodall died at Teignmouth, Devon, hi 1801 x-^-Ims remains, 
agreeably to Ids will,* were carried to the grave by six old seameo« accom- 
panied by^six yomig maids, to each of ivhom he had ordered one guinea to 
be given. Some SECoootit of his professional career frill be foond in tiie 
Nav,Chfon, v. 5, p. 369, e( se^. 
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Mr. Bowker^ wha had commanded a patty of seamen on 
»hore during the occupation of Toidon, was promoted into 
the St. Fiorenzo frigate, Captain Sir Cbarks Hamilton, Bart. 
Julj 10, 17^4; and paid off from her in the month of Nov. 
following. Ob the 8th Dec. in the same year, he received a 
commission appointing him to the Mars 74, Captain Sir 
Charles Cotton, Bart, to whose notice he had been recom-* 
mended hj Rear-Admiral Cosby, and under whomi he served 
as fonrth lieutenant dnriing the memorable retreat of Com- 
wallis, on which ocrasiom the Mars, it will be remembered^ 
bore the brunt of the enemy's attack, she being the stern- 
Hiost ship of tbc! British Kne*. 

On Sir Charles Cotton's advancement to the rank of Rear-' 
Admiral^ he was^ snperseded by Captain Alexander Hood^ 
tmder whose commimd the Mars pursued and engaged FHer-« 
eule, a new French 7^j which ship was ultimately subdae<) 
and taken possession of by the subject of this memoir^ theci 
second lieutenant^ who on boarding her after the republicatd 
crew. had cried fi»r quarter, was^ met in an hostile manner by 
the first asidi second French captains with about SOmen^ 
whoKi they had treacherously ralired around them. 

This latter ciarcumstance has never yet been noticed by 
any naval historian, nor was it even mentioned by the firsts 
lieutenant of tbe Mars, in his: official letter to Lord Bridport ; 
it therefore becomes our task to relate the feet as it oc-* 
carred. . 

Towards the dose of the battte Captain Hood received a' 
mortal wound, and- was consequently carried below. The* 
yards of the hostile ships had been for some time locked' 
together, and Lirutenant Bowker, who commanded on the" 
lower-deck was oWiged, at all ri«ks, to fire tbe gun« under* 
his supeiintcudence at nearly the whole length of their 
breecfaings^ as they could not be run out wtthout bringing' 
them in contact with tb^ose of THercule^ Fmding that the' 
enemy's fire had at length ceased, and imagining that she' 
had surrendered, he proceeded to the quarter-dleek for the 
purpose of receiving fiirther orders ; but seeing no officer 

• See Vok I, notfe f at p. 354. 
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there senior in rank to the acting-master, and the prize not 
yet taken possession of, he immediately jumped into her 
main-chains, followed by a party of boarders, and, although 
unexpectedly opposed, soon subdued the Frenchmen who 
had thus unwarrantably resumed their arms, driving the 
greater part of them into the main-chains of the Mars. In 
this hand-to-hand conflict he had the misfortune to miss his 
aim when making a thrust with his pike at the second cap- 
tain, and his foot slipping, he was precipitated from the 
quarter-deck down to the orlop, by which fall he lost three 
teeth and received a severe contusion in the right knee, but 
luckily he was not incapacitated from retaining the charge 
of I'Hercule*- 

After finally subduing the enemy's ship, and getting her 
clear of the Mars, Lieutenant Bowker and his followers, only 
one of whom was wounded, had to contend with an alarming^ 
fire in four different places ; and firom the great quantity of 
powder which they found, at day-light, had been spilled on 
various parts of THercule's decks, it may fidrly be inferred 
that she was only saved from being blown up by the bodies 
of the killed and dying Frenchmen lying so thick in all di^ 
rections as to prevent the formation of a continued train to 
the maga^ne. 

After conducting- THercule to Lord Bridport's fleet, the 
subject of this memoir returned to the Mars, and remained 
in her as first-lieutenant, until the spring of 1799. From 
that period till the peace of Amiens we find him serving in 
the Prince, and another second rate, both bearing the flag 
of his friend Sir Charles Cotton. On the renewal of hosti-> 
lities, in May 1803, the same amiable officer being appointed 
second in command of the Channel fleet, was pleased to se- 
lect Mr. Bowker to be his first lieutenant, in the San Josef 
of 120 guns ; and in the autumn of 1806 he gave him an 
order to act as commander of the Atalante brig, forming part 
of a squadron stationed off Rochefort, under the orders of 
Sir Samuel Hood. 

f Errata — ^VoL II. Part II. note f at p. 616 — after woundei, insert i^ 
dally reported ; and after second lieutenant, insert who had a fair ckUm to 
be included in the report. 
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Shortly after this appointment^ and during a dark nighty 
Captain Bowker fell in with a French coasting convoy, coa^ 
sisting of twelve sail, eight of which he had the good fortune 
to capture and destroy. 

In Feb. 1807, the blockading squadron, then under the 
command of Commodore Keats, being blown off the land^ 
and the Atalante being the first of the inshore division to 
regain her station. Captain Bowker observed two French 
ships under weigh in Basque roads, and all the other men of 
war at that anchorage with their top-sail^yards at the mast-* 
heads braced up ready for casting. Not one of his fellow- 
cruisers being then in sight, and fearing the enemy would 
effect their escape, if not intimidated from coming out, he 
instantly adopted the expedient of hoisting flags and firing 
guns, as if making signals, to the British squadron: this 
stratagem perfectly succeeded — ^the Frenchmen, already under 
sail, let go their anchors, and the whole were soon in the 
same order as though a start had never been contemplated. 

After the performance of this service. Captain fiowker 
proceeded to place his brig in a proper position for watching 
the enemy's motions during the night, but in doing so the 
Atalante unfortunately got aground, through the ignorance 
of the coasting pilots ; and at day-light next morning, the 
enemy, instead of sending boats to rescue her officers and 
crew firom their deplorable situation, inhumanly opened a 
heavy fire of great guns and musketry upon them, which 
was kept up till two British frigates arrived to their assist* 
ance, and succeeded in taking them from the wreck. 

On the 23d of the following month, the minutes of the 
court-martial, assembled to enquire into the circumstances 
attending the loss of the Atalante, being received at the Ad* 
miralty, and Sir Charles Cotton having interested himself in 
behalf of his cdd follower, their lordships were pleased to 
confirm Captain Bowker's commission as a commander, at 
the same time appointing him to the Epervier brig, then 
employed at the Leeward Islands, from whence he was ob- 
liged to return home, for the recovery of his health, in Fel), 
1808. ^ 

■i 

SUPPL. PART II. 2 P 
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Captain Bowker's next appointment was^ in Ai^. 1809^ to 
the ^tna bomb, forming part of the naval force in the Scheldt^ 
under the orders of Sir Richard J. Strachan, whose thanks 
he had the honor of receiving in public orders (conjointly 
with other officers serving under the immediate directions of 
Captain George Cockbum) for silencing the batteries of 
Doel, and covering the retreat of the advanced squadron of 
frigates. 

The iEtna was subsequently employed in the defence of 
Cadiz, on which ser\dce Captain Bowker remained till about 
Oct. 1810, when he was removed, by Sir Charles Cotton, 
into the Wizard, a 16 gun brig, on the Mediterranean sta- 
tion. In the spring of 1811, we find him acting as captain 
of the San Josef, once more bearing the flag of his staunch 
patron, with whom he soon afterwards returned to England, 
as a passenger in the same ship. His post commission bears 
dateAug. 16, 1811*. 

From this period Captain Bowker did not obtain another 
appointment till Feb. 12, 1817^ when he was nominated by 
Vice-Admiral Piokmore, governor and commander-in-chief at 
Newfoundland, to command his flag-ship, the Sir Francis 
Drake, of 46 guns. On the demise of that o£Bcer, Feb. 24, 
1818, he hoisted a broad pendant as commodore on that sta- 
tion ; and eaiiy in the following month he was, by virtue of 
tie king's letter-patent, sworn in as governor, pro iemporey 
of the colony, the duties of which high office he discharged 
with great credit until the arrival of Sir Charles Hamilton, 
Bart, at the latter end of July following. 
' Having then resigned his trust into the hands of Vice- Ad- 
miral Pickmore's successor, Captain Bowker resumed the 
command of the flag- ship, and continued at St. John's till 
'Nov. 1819, M^hen he embarked in the Egeria 24, for.a passage 
to England, the Admiralty having thought proper to reduce 
the Sir Francis Drake's establishment, and to place her under 
■the 'Command of a lieutenant. The other officers, and smv 
-plus part of the erew, returned home with their Captain, and 
were paid off at Portsmouth, Jan. 1, 1820. 

• Sec Vol. ft Part L note t at p. 447. 
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In 1825 Captain Bowker was appointed to command H.M. 
Ordinary at Plymouth, where he continued during the cus- 
tomary period of three years. He married, in 1801, Mary 
Beckford, eldest daughter of Thomas L. Yates, Esq, who was 
purser of the Mars when she captured THercule, and is now 
the senior officer of that rank in H. M. navy. Captain 
Bowker has one son and one daughter. 



HENRY BOURCHIER, Esq. 

Eldest son of Captain John Bourchier, who died Lieute- 
nant-Governor of the Royal Hospital at Greenwich, Dec. 30, 
1809*. 

Hiis officer was made a lieutenant May I, 1804: we first 
find him serving in the Unicorn firigate, and commanding one 
of her boats at the capture of le Tape-k-bord French priva- 
teer, of four 6-pounder8 and 46 well-armed men, after a long 
pursuit and an obstinate resistance^ off St. Domingo, May 6^ 
1805t. His promotion to the rank of commander took place 
April 20, 1808, on which occasion he was appointed to the 
Demerara sloop, employed at the Leeward Islands. 

From that vessel Captain Bourchier removed to the Hawke 
brig, of 16 guns, about Feb. 1809; and in the latter he cap- 
tured le Furet privateer, of 14 guns and 86 men, on the 
Channel station, Feb. 7^ 1811. He also witnessed the de- 
struction of a 40-gun frigate, near Cape Barfleur, March 25 
following:]:. The very gallant manner in which he obtained 
a post commission will be iseen by the following copy of an 
ofiScial letter addressed by him to Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, 
Aug. 19, in the same year : — 

'* Sir,— I beg leave to state to you, that, in obedience to your direc- 
tions, I proceeded, in H. M. brig under my command, to the eastward of 
St. Marcou, in order to intercept any of the enemy's trade bound to the 
westward ; at 2 P. M. St. Marcou bearing W. by N. six leagues, we- ob- 
served from the mast-head a convoy of French vessels steering for Bar- 
fleur; all sui was immediately made in chase, and, on our near approach, 

• See Nav^ Chron. vol. 21, p. 87. 
t See p. 422. 
X See Vol. I. Part H. p. 691. 
2f2 
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we perceived them to be protected by three-armed national brigs, and two 
large luggers, the former carrying from 12 to 16 guns each, the latter from 
8 to 10 each, apparently well-manned. Convinced, from their hauling out 
from their convoy in close order, it was their intention to attack us, 1 im- 
mediately hove-to to receive them, and at 3-30 P. M. Point Rercu bearing 
N. W. I W. 4 miles, the action commenced within- half-pistol-shot, and 
continued with great spirit on both sides, until we succeeded in driving on 
shore two of the brigs, and the two luggers, with fifteen sail of their con- 
voy; but, in the act of wearing, to prevent the third brig raking us, we 
unfortunately grounded, which enabled her and a few of the convoy to 
escape, although having previously struck to us. My whole attention at 
this time was to getting H. M. brig off, by lightening her of her booms, 
spars, anchors, and a few of her guns, &c. which was effected in an hour 
and a half, under incessant discharges of artillery and musketry, wluck 
completely lined the shore. I thought it then most prudent to anchor, in 
order to replace the running rigging ; during which time I despatched the 
boats, under the command of Lieutenant David Price, my second lieute* 
nant (my first being in a prize), to bring out or destroy as many of the 
enemy's vessels as practicable ; he succeeded in bringing out the Heron 
national brig, pierced for 16 guns, mounting only 10, and three large 
transports, laden with timber for ship-building; the rest were on their 
broadsides, and completely bilged, and he was only prevented from bump- 
ing them, by the strength of the iide being against him ; which service 
was conducted in a most masterly and gallant manner, under a galling 
fire of musketry from the beach, lined with troops. Lieutenant Price 
speaks in very high terms of the gallantry displayed by Mr. Smith, mas- 
ter, and Mr. Wheeler, gunner, who handsomely volunteered their services 
on the occasion. 

" The grateful task is now left to me. Sir, to express my aetfae of ad- 
miration of the very steady, uniform, brave, and determined conduct of 
the whole of my officers and ship's company, which will ever entitle them 
to my sincerest and warmest thanks ; and I feel I am only barely doing 
justice to the merits of Lieutenant Price*, in recommending him most 
strongly to their lordships' notice, for his spirited ciHiduct in the action, 
as also in the boats, and in short on all occasions ; he is a most deserving 
and meritorious young officer, to whom I feel myself much indebted : 
nor can I pass unnoticed the zeal and attention of Mr. Henry Campling^ 
purser, who volunteered to command the marines fnd small-arm men,, 
and to whose continued and well-conducted fire I attribute the loss of so 
few men, which has been trifling, when the superiority of force opposed 
to us is considered, being only one man killed and four wounded. 
" It is with much satisfaction I add, that H. M. brig has suffered m 

nothing but the running rigging and sails, except what damage she maj 

■ ■ II..1 II ,1 II 

• A. ?08t-Captain of 1815. 
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have received from grounding ; at present she makes nefirly two feet water 
an hour; and as the prizes are not in a condition to proceed by tbem- 
selves, I have judged it right to make the best of my way to Spithead 
Mrith them, which I trust will meet with your approbation. I have the 
honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " H. Bourchier." 

Captdn Bourchier was advanced to post rank on the very 
day that his letter reached the Admiralty, Aug. 22, 1811. 
His next appointment was to the San Josef, a first rate, fit« 
ting for the flag of Rear-Admird Foote, who was then pre- 
paring to assume a command on the Mediterranean station. 
The narrow escape of that noble ship from destruction, in 
Mar. 1813, is thus described by a gentleman then resident 
at Plymouth : — 

*' His Majesty's dock'^yard here has been agun placed in considerable 
hazard^ by a fire which broke out in the Captain 74» lately converted into 
a hulk, and moored off the jetty-head. When this alarming circumstance 
was first discovered, the San Josef lay alongside, for the purpose of re- 
moving her stores, in order to be docked, and in a few minutes she would 
probably have been involved in a similar calamity ; but every heart and 
every hand being on the alert, the lashings which fastened her to the hulk 
were cut, and she was fortunately separated : hawsers were got out, and 
she was speedily removed, with other ships of war, to a safe distance. By 
midnight, the conflagration, aided by the fanning of a light wind, had taken 
possession of most of the upper parts of the ship, and by 2 A. M. the 
internal parts were so completely ignited, that they presented the appear- 
ance of iron in a state of red heat, without losing their original shape and 
connesdon. At this period, the spectacle was one of the most magnifi- 
x^ent, but awful sights that can be conceived. The paly lustre of the 
moon contrasted itself at first with the fiery glare, but the latter soon 
assumed the predominance, and flung its influence over every object in the 
vicinity, imparting a singular hue to the countenances of the numerous 
spectators on shore, and of those on duty in the surrounding boats. Fear- 
ing the ship would drift when the fire came to the bitts that held the 
mooring-chun, the shipwrights of the dock-yard drove large clamps in the 
bow, and ring.bolts through the stern^ to which were attached chains^ 
and sundry boats to convey her to the western shore. All attempts to 
scuttle her by the common means being found impracticable from the 
intense heat, some carronades and field-pieces were conveyed as near as 
possible in dock-yard lighters, and they discharged at intervals more than 
200 shots, which penetrated between wind and water, but without effect ; 
for as the hulk became more buoyant by the operation of the flames, she 
( rose connderably, and the shot-holei appeared above water. This novel 
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species of bombardment was rendered peculiarly grand by the attendanC 
echoes, and continued until 4 A. M. when, being nearly consumed to the 
water^s edge, her bow gradually drooped, the water rushed in through her 
ports, and she majestically glided to the bottom, contending, as she went, 
with the waves, which were unable, for some time, to quench the mighty 
mass of fire, and glorious, like the hero who once commanded her, in 
her exit ♦ ! The fire was first discovered in the galley ; but how it ori- 
ginated cannot be ascertained. A part of the San Josef's stores, mth, 
Captain Bourchier's property, had been removed to the hulk; the re- 
minder of the stores, and the luggage of the officers and crew, were to 
have been transferred the following day." 

Shortly after this disastrous occurrence. Captain Bourchier 
was superseded, in consequence of Rear-Admiral Foote 
having accepted the appointment of second in command at 
Portsmouth, and the San Josef being ordered to prepare for 
the reception of Sir Richard King, who had selected another 
officer to serve as his flag-captain. We subsequently find 
him commanding the Medina of 20 guns, and Athol 28 : he 
was appointed superintendant of the quarantine establish- 
ment at Milford, in Jan. 1827- 

jdgent. — J. Copland, Esq. 



JOHN STRUTT PEYTON, Esq. 

Third son of the late William Peyton, Esq. many years in 
the Navy Office, Somerset Place, by Phillis, daughter of Ccqp- 
tain Lobb, who died in command of the Kingfisher sloop, on 
the American station, and sister to the late Commissioner 
William Granville Lobb. His paternal grandfather. Admiral 
Joseph Peyton (son of Commodore Edward Peyton) married 
a daughter of Commodore Strutt, and had issue four sons, 
viz. — William, abovementioned, whose eldest son perished 
in the York 64, of which ship he was the third Lieutenant ; 
Joseph, died a superannuated Rear-Admiral; John com- 
manded the Defence 74, at the battle of the Nile, and after- 
wards obtained a flag f ; and Thomas, died in command of 

• We scarcely need remind our readers that Nelson had his broad pen* 
dant flying in the Captain when he boarded and captured the San 

t See Vol. II. Part II. note f at p. 654. 
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the Monarch 74. His maternal grandmother was many years 
matron of the royal hospital at Greenwich *. 

The subject of this memoir was born at Kentish Town^ 
near London, Jan. 14, 1786; and he entered the navy, under 
the auspices of the illustrious Nelson, Oct. 4, 1797* T^^ ^^^^ 
ship in which he embarised waa the Hector 74, for a passage 
to join the Emerald frigate, Ciqptain Thomas Moutray Waller, 
under whom he served for a period of three years. We sub- 
sequently find him in the San Josef 120^ and St. George 96^ 
the latter bearing the flag of his noble patron in the expedi* 
tion sent to act against the Northern Confederacy. After 
his return from the Baltic he successively joined the Revoluri 
tionnaire, Phoebe^ and Endymion frigates. 

In 1804, Mr. Peyton was again received on board Nelson's 
flag- shiip, the Vietory of .100 guns, in which he served as mas* 
ter's-mate, till bis promodion to the rank of Lieutenant, about 
Sept. 1805. On that occasion, he was appointed to the 
Canopus 80 ; but his lordship very soon removed him to the 
Ambuscade frigate^ commanded by Captain WilHam D'Ur-* 
ban^ and most actively employed in checking the progress of 
the French arms on the shores of the Adriatic. 

In the course of that service Captain D'Urban fitted out a 
small vessel as a tender, armed her with the launch's carron* 
ade, and placed her under the command of Lieutenant Pey* 
ton, who soon captured several of the enemy's coasters. On 
one occasion, a French privateer of 6 long guns and 30 men, 
came out from Ancona, for the purpose of rescuing a prize he 
had just taken, but after an hour's manoeuvring, and firing 
on both sides^ she sheered off and returned into port, without 
having injured any of the tender's crew, then consisting of 
only 8 men. 

The Ambuscade subsequently co-operated with some Ca« 
labrese troops under the present Colonel Lord Greenock, ia 
an attempt to reduce the Tremiti islands, on the coast of 
Apulia ; but the force employed not being sufficient to accom* 

* Mrs. Lobb's eldest son unfortunately perished at sea. A sketch of 
the services of Admiral Joseph Peyton is given at p. 256 of Nov, Chron* 
vol. 12. He died at his seat, Wakehurst Park, Sussex, Sept. 22, 1804. 
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plish that object^ was obliged to retire. Previous io tkiA 
abandonment of the attempt^ however^ Lieutenant Peyton^ 
who commanded a party of sailors on shore, swam across 
from the spot where his battery stood, to the enemy's princi* 
pal position, and with a few men succeeded in bringing off a 
small vessel that had for some time been lying moored close 
under their batteries and guard-bouse : this spirited service 
was performed under a smart but harmless fire from the 
French night-guard, who were not many yards distant from 
the vessel when she was taken possession of. 

In July^ 1807> Lieutenant Peyton was wounded in the 
right arm by a musket-ball, whilst destroying an enemy's 
vessel which had run ashore near Ortona : being obliged to 
submit to amputation above the elbow, he shortly afterwards 
invalided and returned to England. His promotion to the 
rank of commander took place Dec. 1> 180/^ on which oc- 
casion he was appointed to the Ephira brig* 

In that vessel. Captain Peyton accompanied the expedition 
to Walcheren, and was subsequently employed in the river 
Elbe, at Lisbon, and at Cadiz, during the siege of Tlsle de 
Leon. His next appointment was, about Feb. 1811, to the 
Weazle of 18 guns, stationed in the Archipelago, where he 
captured the French privateer le Roi de Rome^ a fine vessel, 
only forty-five days oflf the stocks, mounting 10 guns, with a 
complement of 46 men, and commanded by a person styling 
himself a Chevalier de I'Ordre Royal des Deux Siciles. 

Previous to this capture, the Weazle had conveyed the 
Archduke Francis firom Smyrna to Sardinia. H. R. H. was 
much pleased with the voyage, and particularly with the atten- 
tions of Captain Peyton, to whom he presented a gold snuff- 
box, having his initials on it, set with brilliants, as a token 
of his esteem. On their arrival at Cagliari, Captain Peyton 
was invited to dine with the King and Queen of Sardinia ; 
and in return, he gave a ball on his own nionarch's birth-day 
to their majesties and the Austrian prince, on board the Wea- 
zle. The singularity of the place and scene delighted the 
royal personages : it was the first English man-of-war on 
board of which the Queen had ever been, and she was in high 
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lljpiritB on the occasion. Her majesty danced with Captain 
Peyton^ to whom^ and to his officers^ in return for this un- 
texpected entertainment^ ^ fite champetre was given, followed 
by a masked ball at the theatre ; while the crew of the Wea- 
zle were regaled with the best productions of the island in 
abundance. 

Captain Peyton was posted into the Minstrel of 20 guns, 
Sept. 26, 1811 ; from which period he appears to have been 
employed on the coasts of Valencia and Catalonia until nearly 
the end of the war. 

On the 10th Aug. 1812, Captain Peyton observed three 
French privateers lying under the protection of the strong 
fortress of Benidorme^ between Alicant and Cape St. Martin. 
Finding that their place of rendezvous was discovered, two of 
them hauled ashore, landed six of their guns^ and erected a 
battery on the beach, which was manned by their joint crews, 
amounting to 60 men, chiefly Genoese : under these circum- 
stances, he could do no more than prevent their escape. 

On the night of Aug. 12, a cutter was sent to row guard 
near the shore, under the command of Mr. Michael Dwyer, 
a gentleman who had been made a lieutenant nearly five 
months before, but was still ignorant of his promotion. This 
young officer considered, that if be could take the privateers* . 
battery, he might be able to capture and bring out the vessel, 
which still continued afloat. With this view he had ques- 
tioned some Spaniards who came from the town, and they 
all agreed in stating that the enemy had retreated^ leaving 
only 30 men in the battery and 20 in the castle. Greatly as 
the force in the battery, even according to this information, 
exceedied his own, he relied upon the courage and steadiness 
of his boat's-crew, only 7 in number, determined upon the 
attempt, and accordingly landed, at 9-30 P. M. about 3 miles 
to the westward of the town. 

The moment his gallant little band began to advance, they 
were challenged by a French sentinel : Mr. Dwyer answered 
in Spanish, that they were peasants, and they continued their 
march till they reached the battery, which was instantly at* 
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ticked^ and^ after a smart struggle^ carried, although the 
u^le of the privateers' men were there to defend it. 

A few minutes only elapsed before the British boat's erew 
found themselves surrounded by 200 French soldiers, against 
whom they defended themselves till one of the heroes was 
killed, another severely wounded, and Mr. Dwyer hiBOself 
shot through the shoulder : even then, how little intention 
they had of surrendering may be collected from the follomng 
anecdote : — " The man who had been wounded, who bad lost 
bis right eye, on recovering from his stupefaction, delibe- 
rately took a handkerchief from his neck, and binding it 
over the wound, said, ^ though I have lost one eye, I have 
still another lefty and nijight till I lose thoit too. I hope, 
Mr. Dwyer, you will never surrender.* ** But their ammu- 
nition was BOW exhausted, and the enemy, emboldened by 
the cessation of their fire, rushed down upon them with their 
baytmets. Mr. Dwyer was too weak, from the k>SB of blood, 
to sustain a fight hand-to-hand ; he and his men were borne 
down by such overwhelming numbers, and the enemy were 
socmitt imresisted possession of the battery. In this assault, 
Mr. Dwyer received no less than seventeen bayonet wounds, 
and all his men, except one, were likewise most severely 
wounded. The admirati(m of the enenav at their invincible 
courage was without measure ; the treatm^it they experi- 
enced from them was rather like that of grateful men to 
benefactors who have suffered for their sakes, than that of 
enemies to those who have fallen into their power : wb^oi 
Ihey were ccmveyed to the head-quarters of the French Gre- 
neral, Mons. Goudin, the same benevolence and solicitude, 
in acknowledgment of their bravery, were shewn to them by 
that officer and his suite. It was forgotten, in this instance, 
that men t^ken in war are prisoners : permission was given 
them to return to their ship, and the general sent an invita- 
tion to Captain Peyton to visit him on shore, that he might 
in person restore them, and ccnngratulate him on having such 
brave men under his command : the invitation was given 
with candour, and accepted with confidence : Captain Pejrton 
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dined with General Groudin^ and remained on shore several 
hours. 

A gallant service subsequently performed by the Minstrel's 
boats is thus described by Captain Peyton in an official letter 
to Sir Edward Pellew, dated Sept. 80, 1812 :— 

'' In obedience to your orders to cruise between Denia and Valencia, 
for the purpose of intercepting supplies going to the enemy, I beg leave 
to inform you, that on the evening of the 29th I received information of 
the enemy having laden six vessels with shells at Valencia for Peniscola ; 
the weather being favorable, I conceived it practicable to bring them out, 
or destroy them. 1 despatched the boats under the direction of lieutenant 
George Thomas, assisted by Messrs. Linns, Oliver, and Smith, midship- 
men, for that purpose, keeping the slup close in shore for their protection. 
They succeeded in bringing out four of them ; a fifth was in their pos- 
session, when unfortunately the wind shifted suddenly round to the S. £. 
in a heavy squall, when she grounded, and I am sorry to add, was retaken, 
ynth 3 of our men on board. The bravery evinced by the officers and 
men employed was very conspicuous. The vessels were moored head and 
stem to the shore, between two batteries of two 24-pounder8 and two 
mortars, with a strong garrison in the Grao*; their sails unbent and rud- 
ders unshipped. Our loss, with the exception of the prisoners, is only 
one man wounded, I hope not dangerously." 

We next find Captain Peyton commanding the Hames 
frigate^ and assisting at the reduction of Col de Balaguer, 
mention of which has been made at p.. 227, of Vol. !!• 
Part I. After the raising of the siege of Tarragona, he re- 
ceived a letter from Rear-Admiral Hallowell, of which the 
following is a copy : — 

'* H. M, S. Maita, offBahguer, 19M June, 1813. 

*^ Sir, — ^The order with which the captains, officers, and men of all de- 
scriptions, of the squadron under my command, engaged in these co- 
operations with the army upon the coast of Catalonia, and the indefatigi^ 
ble zeal and cheerfulness with which they performed the laborious duties 
Chat fell to their province, have been so conspicuous as to entitle them to 
the highest praise on my part. 

** That greater advantages to the public cause did not result is to be 
lamented, but ought not, and will not, I trust, discourage in the smallest 
degree future exertions. It b yet early in the campaign, and further 
operations are projected, wherdn the same unwearied perseverance, the 



* The strand or beach of Valencia, from which that city is distant f§ 
miles. 
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«ame alacrity, and cordial co-operation with the aimy, will have hi^j^ 
effects, I hope, and be crowned with complete success. 

" I therefore request you will express to the officers and ship's com- 
pany of H. M. ship under your command my grateful sense of their recent . 
Exertions, and my confidence in the continuation of them wherever the | 
opportunity shall be given. 

** Vice- Admu<al Sir £dward Peliew, Bart, the commander-in-cMef, having 
moreoTer consigned to me the pleasing task of communicating his public 
thanks for the promptness and fidelity with which my orders have been 
uniformly executed by all ranks in the squadron, I have great satisfactiim 
in signifying his sincere acknowledgments of the meritorious conduct of 
yourself, your oflicers, and ship's company, on this present service, of 
.which he has received abundant testimony, and I have to request that you 
will make this known to them accordingly. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) *' Ben. Hallowell." 

" To Captain Peyton, H. M, S. Thames:' 

Captain Peyton subsequently conveyed Lieutenant-General 
Sir John Murray to Alicant, and then proceeded with des- 
patches to England. The Thames was put out of commis- 
sion at Sheerness^ in Sept. 1813^ since which he has not been 
employed. He married, Oct. 1814^ the daughter of the late 
Lieutenant Woodyear^ R.N. of the island of St. Christopher's^ 
by whom he has two sons and three daughters. Mrs. Peyton's 
brother was killed when serving as brigade-major of the Royal 
Artillery, at the battle of Vittoria. 



GARDINER HENRY GUION, Esq. 

We first find this ofiBcer serving under Sir Joseph S. 
Yorke, as senior lieutenant of the Christian VII. and com- 
manding her boats at the capture and destruction of twelve 
French merchantmen, laden with wines, brandies, &c. near 
Rocbelle, in Jan. 1810. His spirited conduct in a subsequent 
affair with the enemy is thus officially described : — 

*'H. M, S. Christian FIL in Basque Roads, Feb, 13, 1810. 

** Three vessels, being part of a convoy of ten sail, laden with braady, 
&c. that sailed last night in thick blowing weather, wind W. S. W. from 
the Charente, bound to the northward, having got on the reef that pro- 
jects from the point of Chatelaillon, between Aix and Rocbelle, I directed 
the boats of this squadron to destroy them. This was forthwith attempted 
to be executed, when the enemy made a movement to prevent it. Onr 
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boats were eiglit in number, and the ^nemy'ii nine ; our'fl armed in the 
usual way, their's more formidable^ all of tbem beinj^ ^n-boats, each carry- 
ing a 12-pounder carronade and 6 swifels, and rowing from 20 to 30 oars. 
" Lieutenant Quion, who directed the operations, made a feint of re* 
treating, to decoy the enemy from their shore defences, when suddenly 
turning on them, they fled, llie barge of this ship, in whi/^h he was, being 
the fleetest boat, advanced most gallantly along the rear of the enemy's 
line to their third boat ; but finding from circumstances that the rear boat 
was the only one likely to be successfully attacked, he boarded and carried 
her sword in hand. Two others were closely pursued to the beach by 
Lieutenant Roberts, of the Armide, and must, from his steady fire within 
pistol-shot, have lost men. The gun-boat taken by Lieutenant Guion had 
2 kiUed and 3 wounded ; amopgst the latter was her commander, severely* 
The vessels alluded to above were then burnt. 

(Signed) " Joseph S. Yorke.'* 

Lieutenant Guion was made a commander, and appointed 
to the Philomel brig of 18 guns, on the Mediterranean station^ 
May 17, 1810. On the 31st Aug. following, that vessel was 
chased by a French squadron, off Toulon, and rescued in the 
most noble manner by the Repulse 74, Captain John Halli- 
day, now Rear-Admiral ToUemache. This affair not having 
been noticed as it deserved in our first volume, more from^ 
the modesty of that excellent officer than from any indiffer- 
ence on our part, we have much pleasure in now giving a 
full account of it. 

In the early part of August, three French store-ships, bound 
to Toulon, were chased into the anchorage of PorqueroUe, 
one of the Hieres islands, and were there watched by Cap- 
tain Guion. On the 26th, at day-light, they pushed out, 
and one of them succeeded in getting to Toulon, covered by 
a division of the French fleet from the outer road : the 
others, however, were obliged to put back to their former 
place of shelter. On the 30th, they removed to the entrance 
of the Little Pass, preparatory to a third attempt to reach 
their destined port. On the next morning, at day-light, the 
Toulon fleet was seen in motion ; and at 8-30 A. M. the two 
store-ships were again under weigh. At 9-30, the Philomel^ 
still at her post, tacked, the wind blowing a light breeze 
from the E. S. E., and at 10-30 she exchanged a few distant 
shot with them, as they were rounding Point Escampebarion. 
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In ten minutes afterwards^ Captain Halliday^ who was lying-* 
to on the larboard tack^ at some distance outside the brig, 
exchanged shot with the enemy'd advanced frigates : mean- 
\vhile the store-ships^ favored by the wind and protected by 
their friends^ got into Toulon. 

Having accomplished this object, the French squadron 
under Rear-Admiral fiaudin^ in the Majestueux of 120 guns^ 
continued working out^ in the hope, apparently, of capturing 
the Philomel, whose commander now made all possible sail 
to get clear of the enemy. At noon their two headmost fri- 
gates opened afire upon the brig, which she returned with her 
stern-chasers. About half an hour afterwards, the Repulse 
also commenced firing her stern guns ; but finding that the 
shot of the frigates were passing over the Philomel, Captain 
Hailiday instantly bore up to keep astern of her, and treated 
them with so heavy and well-directed a fire, tiiat^ in the 
course of a quarter of an hour, they wore, and joined the 
liz^-of -battle diips, several of which were also, by this time, 
far advanced in the chase. By 5 P. IVl. the whole of Moos. 
Baudin's division were again at anchor in the outer road. 
At the time this daring act was performed by Captain Haili- 
day, the British fleet was out of sight to leeward, except one 
74 and a frigate, both of which were about 9 miles distant in 
the same direction. In a spirit of honorable gratitude. Cap- 
tain Guion thus appropriately telegraphed the Repulse^ '^ You 
rymlsed the enemy, and nobly saved us ; grant me permis- 
sion to return thanks.^' 

Captain Guion was posted into Uie Rainbow of 26 guns, 
Sept. 26, 1811 ; and we sabseqaeutly find him actively em* 
ployed in co-operation with the patriots of datalooia. His 
last appointment was, Nov. 29, 1822, to the Tribune £rigate. 

Agents. — Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son. 



ROBERT WORGAN GEORGE FESTING, Esq. 

Son of Commander H. Festing, R. N. who died at Ando* 
ver, in 1807; and nephew to the late Vice-Admiral Sir 
Richard Grmdail, K. C. B. » 

* See note • at p. 198. 
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This officer was made a Lieutenant Aug. 14, 1806 ; and 
advanced to the rank of Commander in 1808. We subse- 
quently find him commanding the Dasher sloop, on the East 
India station, where he was appointed acting captain of the 
Illustrious 74, bearing the broad pendant of Commodore 
Broughton, previous to the sailing of the expedition against 
Java, in 1811 *. 

After the surrender of Batavia, Captain Festing, then serv- 
ing on shore with the army, was appointed to tiie Psyche 
frigate. His post commission bears date Oct. 9, 1811. 
Since the peace he has commanded the Falmouth of 20 guns. 

Agents. — Messrs. Stillwell. 



PETER JOHN DOUGLAS, Esq. 

Son of Admiral Billy Douglas, who died at Hambledon, 
CO. Hants, in 1817* 

This officer obtained the rank of Ji^ieutenant June 11, 
1804 ; and was presented with a sword by the Patriotic So- 
ciety at Lloyd's, for his gallant conduct when commanding a 
boat belonging to la Franchise at the capture of El Raposa 
Spanish brig of war, in the bay of Campeachy, Jan. 7* 1806 1« 
His promotion to the rank of Commander took place Feb. YJ, 
I8O7. We afterwards find him very actively and successfully 
employed in the Reindeer brig, on the Jamaica station ; from 
whence he brought home the Polyphemus 64, towards the 
close of 1812. His post commission bears date Nov. 26, 
1811. 



GAWEN WILLIAM HAMILTON, Esq. 

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath ; and 
Knight of the Imperial Russian Order of St, Anne. 

Eldest son of Archibald Hamilton Rowan^ of Killyleah Cas- 
tle^ county Down^ Ireland, Esq. 

• Sec Vol. 11. Part I. p..»65. 
t See Vol. II. Part I. p. 457. 
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This officer was born and educated in France. He appears 
to have held a command in the Donegal yeomanry, previous 
to his becoming a sailor. 

Mr. Hamilton entered the navy in 1801, and had the ad- 
vantage of serving the whole of his time as midshipman and 
lieutenant under that excellent officer Captain (now Sir Ben- 
jamin) Hallowell. He was consequently present at the cap-. 
ture of St. Lucia and Tobago, in 1803*^ 

During the operations in Egypt, after the surrender of 
Alexandriaf, Mr. Hamilton received a severe wound in the 
heel, which is still open, and likely to continue so during the 
remainder of his life. He was made a lieutenant in Nov. 
180/9 and promoted to the rank of commander early in 1810. 

Captain Hamilton's first appointment was to the Onyx 
brig, in which vessel we find him very actively employed, 
under the orders of Sir Richard G. Keats, during the siege 
of Cadiz, from whence he returned home with despatches at 
the commencement of 1811. He subsequently returned 
thither, and superintended the flotilla, of which mention has 
been made at p. 323, until his advancement to post rank, 
Dec. 4, 1811. From that period he commanded the Terma- 
gant of 20 guns, and Rainbow 26, on the Mediterranean 
station, until the conclusion of the European war, in 1814. 

The Termagant was first employed in opening a commu« 
nication with the patriots of Grenada : her proceedings are 
described in an official letter from Captain Thomas Ussher 
to Commodore Penrose, a copy of which will be found at 
pp. 348-350, of Suppl. Part I. Between July 22 and Aug, 
29, 1812, she captured three French privateers, and destroyed 
several batteries and martello towers on the coast of Valencia, 
The Rainbow drove an armed brigantine on shore under Cape 
Cavallo, in June, 1813; and her boats captured two vessels, 
one full of French pioneers, the other laden with wheat, in 
the Bay of Ajaccio, Sept. 11 following. 

On the 13th Dec. in the same year, Captain Hamilton vo- 
lunteered to land and co-operate with the Italian levy, under 

• See Vol. I. Part II. note at p. 481. 
t See id. p. 482. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Catanelli, in an attack upon Leghorn^ 
the unsuccessful result of which is noticed in our memoir of 
Sir Josias Rowley*. His gallant conduct on that occasion, 
and the activity and zeal displayed by him during the more 
fortunate operations against Genoa and its dependencies, are 
duly acknowledged in the official letters respecting those 
services, copies of which are given at pp. 424-430, of Vol. II. 
Parti. 

Captain Hamilton's next appointment was to the Havan- 
nah 42, in which frigate he proceeded from the Mediterranean 
to North America. After the failure of the Baltimore expe- 
dition, he was left in the Chesapeake, under the orders of 
Captain Robert Barrie, with whom he went up the Rappa- 
hannock, in Nov. 1814t. The Havannah formed part of 
Napoleon Buonaparte's escort to St. Helena, in 1815. 

On the 25th July, 1820, Captain Hamilton was appointed 
to the Cambrian 48, in which ship he conveyed Lord Strang- 
ford and his family to the capital of the Turkish empire. 

At the commencement of the revolution in Gteece, Cap- 
tain Hamilton was immediately selected by Vice-Admiral 
Sir Graham Moore to command the squadron which it was 
found necessary to station in the Archipelago, where, by his 
zealous interference and energetic measures, he rendered- un- 
speakable service to the cause of suffering humanity, and 
justly entitled himself to the respect and gratitude of both 
the contending parties. 

In Jan. 1824^ Captain Hamilton was sent to Tunis to de- 
mand the ratification of certain treaties essential to the honor 
and interests of Great Britain. This mission was conducted 
with his usual promptitude and judgment, and finally crowned 
with success. 

The Cambrian was subsequently ordered home, and put' 
out of commission. The vdkaner in which she was paid off 
reflects the highest credit on all belonging to her. Not a 
man left the ship till the payment was completed, when they 
mil started in a body, enthusiastically cheering the captain and 

* See Vol. I. Part II. p. 633. 
t See Vol. 11, Part II, p. 733. 
«UPPL. PART II. 2 O 
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t>fficer8, and receiving tlieir hearty cheers in return^ the band 
plajang ^^ Ood save the King, Rule Britannia^ and St. Pa- 
trick^s Daj^/' In the evening, the officers entertained Cap-^ 
tain and Mrs. HattiSton with a parting dinner at the George 
Hotel, Portsmouth. 

Owing to the able manner in which Captain Hamilton had 
aieqnitted himself during his late responsible and difficult 
command, he was again appointed to the Cambrian, July 9^ 
1824. The following is taken from the London Gazettes— 

*'lAdmiraUp Offlee^, ^4^721, 1825. 

*[ Vice-Admiral Sir Hairy Neale has transmitted to this office a letter 
from Captidii HamiltOD^ of the Cambriao^ statiag that two piratical ves- 
sels, carryinglone gun and abont thirty men each, were captured on Uie 3)st 
of January last, in the Channel of Negropont, by the boats of his tta- 
Jesty^s ships Cambrian and Seringapatam, under the orders of Lieutenant 
Marsham, first of the Cambrian. 

** When tbese pirates were first dttcovered, they were in diase of an 
Ionian vessel f and there being reason to suspect (as was afterwards lbun4 
to be the fact), that the^ had shortly before phmdered another vessel under 
the same flag. Captain Hamilton sent Lieutenant Marsham . in one of the 
Cambrian's boats, wiih a Greek interpreter, to desire that they would 
Come down to his Majesty's ships for examination; but the pirates hafing 
infused to comply wMi this desire. Lieutenant Marsham was joined by the 
other boats of the Cambrian, and by those of the Scringapatam, sent by 
Captain I&inikon's (urders to his support. 

" On the approach of the boats« the pirates commenced firing upon 
them Ifrora their guns, and with musketry, and persevered in so doing, 
notwithstanding the endeavour of Lieutenant Marsham to prevul upon 
them to desist ; who, after exhausting, even under their fire, every means 
of -persuasion, was obliged at last to attack them, and. the pirate vessels 
were then, in the most gallant manneiv boarded and carried, after a despe- 
rate resistance on the part of their crews, of whom few only could be 
taken prisoners, the greater number being killed or wounded. 

'* The, officers and men of his Majesty's ships, employed in the boats, 
acquitted themselves on this occasion with the utmost galhmtry, anA Ae 
whole of their conduct is noticed by Captain Hamilton in terms of high 
eommendation." 

The loss sustained by the British consisted of 6 killed and 
13 womided: among the Istter were Lieutenant William 
Worsfold and Mr. Horatio Nelson Atkinson^ mate of the 
Seringapatam. 

The Cambrian shortly afterwards struck upon a sunken 
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and unknown rock^ off the island of Skfutho^ carried away 
the greater part of her false keel, and the whole of the gripe 
and forefoot, in consequence of which accident she wus 
obliged to be hove down at Malta. 

On the 27th July, 1826, Captain Hamilton's boats, under 
the orders of Lieutenant Thomas Gregory, captured a pira- 
tical bombatd> and burnt a mistico, at the island of Tino, 
on which occasion five of the Greeks were killed and several 
wounded. In Sept, following, anollier vessel was destroyed 
and a bonibard taken, at the island of Aiidros, by a party of 
marines, under the command of Lieutenant Parker. Abdut 
the same period the Cambrian and Rose sloop captured two 
other pirate^ ; one laden with gunpowder, the other having 
on board 80^000 piastres, 30'bales of raw silk, 30 packages 
of saffron, a bftg of pearls, and various other valuable articleB 
of merchandize^ 

The Cambrian formed part of the squadron under Sir £d^ 
ward Oodrington at the battle of Navarin ; but in consequence 
of hejT having previously been detached, sh^ was prevented 
from taking any very great share in that extraordinary con- 
flict : her loss consisted of only one man killed and another 
wounded*. The Emperor of Russia has since conferred upon 
Captain Hamilton the order of St.< Arnie, of the second class^ 
with the medal set with diamonds ; he is also decorated with 
the* cross of the French Ordeir of St. Louis. 

On the 31st Jan, 182S, the Cambrian anchored within 
pistol-shot of the fort of Carabusa, in company with the 
Isis 50, bearing the broad pendant of Sir Thomas Staines^' 
K. C. B. thie Rattlesnake 28, Zebra 16, Cameleon 10, and 
two French corvettes. At this period there were 14 Greek 
vessels lying in that pprt^ also an Austrian ship, and an 
Ionian merchantman, both of which the pirates had carried 
there. No satisfactory answer having been received to the 
commodore's demand, that the marauding vessels and their 
crews should be given up to him, they were immediately fired 
upon and several of them totally destroyed, without the 
smallest opposition. When retiring from this scene of de- 

• Seep. 332. 
2 6 2 
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vastation, the Cambrian was struck on the quarter by the 
Isis, which threw her up in the wind, and caused her to pay 
dflf on the opposite tack to that on which it was necessary 
she should have done. This accident, in a narrow channel, 
proved fatal ; for, from having no way through the water, 
she could not again be tacked, and in a few minutes she fell 
broadside to on a reef of rocks, at a moment when a consi- 
derable swell was setting into the harbour. A court-martial 
held at Malta to enquire into the occasion of her loss, deter- 
mined that Captain Hamilton, his officers, and crew, were 
fully exonerated of all blame : in conveying the sentence of 
acquittal, the court expressed their commendation, in the 
highest terms, of the exertions and good conduct of 6very 
one on board at the time of the unfortunate accident, and 
the comtnander-in-chief subsequently assured the whole of the 
ship's company, that the recommendations he had sent home 
to the Lord High Admiral were such that the circumstance 
of their having been in the Cambrian^ would ever operate to 
their advantage. Captain Hamilton, on having his sword 
returned to him, was addressed by the president^ in the 
following terms : — 

'' Captain Hamilton^ it is with much and sincere pleasui^, that I have to 
retam you your sword^ one that has always been used with true credit, 
and to the good service of your country. I cannot at the same time re^ 
fnun from expressing to you the regret which this court experiences at 
the melancholy wind-up of your long and arduous exertions in the Archi- 
pelago^ performed so ably and with such advantage to the country ; aod 
I am sure that there is not an officer or man in the squadron who does 
not join in this feeling." 

After the court-martial Captain Hamilton was charged with 
despatches for the Lord High Admiral ; but his health not 
allowing him to travel with the requisite celerity, he sent them 
forward from Genoa, under the care of his first lieutenant. 
He is at present on half-pay. 

Captain Hamilton was nominated a C. B. June 4, 1 815. 
He married, in 1817, Katharine, daughter of Lieutenant* 
General Cockbum, of Shunagaugh, Ireland. His brother,* 
Mr. Frederick Hamilton Rowan, midshipman, R. N, waa 
killed at Palamos, in 18 JO* 
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EDWARD STOPFORD, Esq. 

Nephew of Admiral the Hon. Sir Robert Stopford, 
K. C. B. 

This oflBcer was made a Lieutenant May 1, 1804; and he 
had the misfortune to be captured by la Bellone, French fri- 
gate, when commanding the Victor sloop of war, on the 
East India station, Nov. 2, 1809. After his release from 
captivity he was appointed to the Otter. 

On the 16th Dec. 181 1, Captain Stopford arrived at the Ad- 
miralty with a despatch from his uncle, dated Aug. 28, of 
which the following are extracts : — 

*' I shall confiDe myself, ia this letter, to the relation of the circum- 
stances attending the naval co-operation with the army, in the attack upon 
the island of Java ; and I have to request you will acquaint my Lords 
Commissioners with the unconditional surrender of the capital city of Ba- 
tavia, on the 8th instant, and the destruction or capture of the greatest 
part of the enemy's European troops, by a successful assault made upon a 
strongly entrenched and fortified work, called Muster Comelis, on the 
morning of the 26th, by the troops under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Samuel Auchmuty, who had also with him the royal marines 
of the squadron. 

** Previous to this important and decisive advantage, the General had 
caused batteries to be erected, consisting of twenty 18-pounders, which 
were entirely manned by 500 seamen imder the direction of Captain 
Sayer, of H. M. S. Leda, assisted by Captains Festing, of the Illustrious ; 
Maunsell, of the Procris ; Reyi^olds, of the Hesper ; and Captain Stop- 
ford, who volunteered his services from the Scipion, where he was wut- 
ing for his ship, the Otter. 

** The enemy was enabled to bring thirty-four heavy guns, 18, 24, and 
32-pounders, to bear upon our batteries ; but from the superior and well- 
cQrected fire, kept up by the British seamen, the enemy's guns were occa- 
sionally silenced, and on the evening of the 25th completely so ; their 
front line-of-defence also appeared much disabled, and many of their guns 
were dismounted. So favorable an opportunity was, therefore, seized by 
the General, and the fortunate result of the assault, on the morning of the 
26th, followed, as before mentioned. 

" The fatigue of the seamen was great, and much increased by being 
exposed to the hot sun of this climate, for three successive days, during 
which time the fire was kept up with little interruption j but it was borne 
with their characteristic fortitude. Captain Sayer, and the oflicers above- 
mentlonedy setting them noble examples. 
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'* I herewith enclose a list of the killed and wounded ; and it is with 
much regret I add the name of Captain Stopford, who had his right arm 
carried oflf by a cannon-shot, whilst acti?ely employed in the batteries ; 
he is, however, doing well, and I hope soon to get him removed to a bet- 
ter climate." 

When Captain Stopford lost his arm, the seamen seeing him 
knocked backwards, and lying senseless, conjectured that he 
had been killed outright ; but as they were bearing him off 
the field, he recovered his senses, and feeling the hot beams 
of a vertical sun striking directly on his head, his hat having 
rolled off when he fell, he immediately exclaimed to one of 
bis men, ^^ J)amme, Sir ! fetch me my hat.'^ 

Captain Stopford was promoted to post rank on the second 
day after his arrival in London, from which period we lose 
sight of him until his appointment to the Rosamond 20, in 
the spring of 1814. 

That ship was then under orders to convoy three merchant- 
men to the coast of Labrador. On her arrival there. Captain 
Stopford's amputated arm arrested the attention of the Es- 
quimaux. They satisfied themselves, by feeling the stump, 
that the limb was actually deficient, and then appeared to 
wonder how it could have been lost : but when one of his offi- 
cers made signs to them that it had been severed with a sawj 
commiseratio];! was depicted in every countenance. 

The Rosamond returned to the Nore, Nov. 17, 1814; when 
"she was surveyed, and found to be totally unfit for sea, in 
consequence of the damage she had sustained amongst the 
ice of Hudson's Straits. She was accordingly put out of 
commission, and immediately advertised to be sold. 

Captain Stopford enjoys a penpion of dOOl. per anoAun for 
the loss of his arm. 

Agent. — Sir F. M. Ommanney. 



ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA- 

(Continued from Vol. I. Part U. p. 883.) 



SIR CHARLES VINICOMBE PENROSE, 

Vice Admiral of the White ; Knight Commander of the Most Honorable 

Military Order of the Bath ; Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distin" 

guished Ionian Order of St. Michael and Sit. George; and Knight 

Grand Cross of the Royal Neapolitan Order of St, Ferdinand and ff 
Merit. 

The family of Penrose is of great antiquity^ and has beeo 
long settled in Cornwall, where its branches are very nume«- 
Tous. In the 12th of Hen. IV.^ John Penrose was elected 
M. P. for Liskard ; and in the 18th Hen. VUI, Richard Pen- 
rose, of Penrose, served the office of Sheriff of the county. 
These circumstances are suf&cient to prove the antiquity and 
respectability of the family *• 

The subject of this memoir is the second son of the Rev. 
John Penrose, a most eloquent and truly Christian divine, 3B 
years vicar of St. Gluvias, co. Cornwall. 

Mr. Charles Vinicombe Penrose was born June 20, 1769 ; 
and being intended for the naval profession, he was placed^ 
in 177^^ at the Royal Academy, Portsmouth ; from whence 
he was discharged, early in 177^9 into the Levant frigate, 
Captain the Hon. George Murray, under whom he completed 
liifl time as a midshipman, 00 the Mediterranean, Channel, 
and North Sea stations ; where he assisted at the capture of 
several Ameriean and French privateers, together with many 
merchantmen. 

• Gilbert's History of Cornvirall contains many. pftrticulsM's of Sir Charles 
and his family. The principal note respecting himself is to be found under 
the head of JEthy, St, fTinnoe, near Lostwithiel. 
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In Aug. 1779) Mr. PenroBe was promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant ; and shortly afterwards appointed to the Cleo- 
patra 32, commanded by the same excellent officer ; in which 
frigate he witnessed the battle between Sir Hyde Parker and 
Admiral Zoutman, Aug. 6, 1781 *. 

About 1782, Lieutenant Penrose first saw the plan of nu- 
merary signals on board a Swedish frigate : these had been 
introduced by French officers into the Swedish marine, and 
he was much struck with their comprehensive simplicity. 
Being then senior Lieutenant of the Cleopatra, and Captain 
Murray having a small squadron under his orders, Mr. Pen- 
rose, with that officer's approbation, made out a code suffi- 
cient for its guidance, adopting the numerary system, in- 
stead of the tabular plan of superior and inferior flags, which 
was at that time in general use. Two officers then comniand- 
ing brigs, now old and distinguished admirals, were the first 
to whom Captain Murray and Mr. Penrose explained them, 
and both these commanders declared it as their opinion, that 
the difficulty of comprehending the numerary combina.tions 
was so great, that they did not think they could ever be 
brought into general use. Now, how many seamen, marines, 
and boys are masters of all our signal and telegraphic prac- 
tice ! 

During the Spanish armament. Lieutenant Penrose again 
served under Captain Murray, in the Defence 7^ ; and at the 
commencement of the French revolutionary war, he accom- 
panied him to the West Indies, in the Duke 98 $ which ship 
formed part of the squadron under Rear-Admkal Gardner, at 
the attack of Martinique, in June, 1793 f. After his return 
to England he successively followed his friend and patron 
into the Glory 98, and Resolution 74. 

On the 12th April, 1794, Captain Murray was advanced to 
the rank of Rear- Admiral ; and at the same time his pro^egj^ 
was promoted to the command of the Lynx, a new sloop, re- 
cently launched at Woolwich. Captain Penrose's post com- 

• Sec Vol. I. Part. I. note $ at p. 175 et $eq. 
t See Vol. I. Part. I. p. 40 *. 
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mission bears date Oct. 7, 17^*^ at which period he was 
appointed to the Cleopatra frigate. 

When ready for sea. Captain Penrose was sent to Bermuda, 
to examine the harbour and channel that had been discovered 
by lieutenant Thomas Hurd * ; and which is likely hereafter 
to become of great national importance. For his able report 
upon the nature of the anchorage, and the safety of the passage 
leading into it, Captain Penrose received the thanks of the 
Admiralty ; and we have reason to believe that the improve- 
ments since made there have been in complete accordance 
with the recommendations given in that report. The Cleo- 
patra being the first ship of war that had ever sailed through 
the channel, her captain named it after its discoverer ; while 
to the magnificent harbour he gave the name of Murray. 

Shortly after the performance of this scientific service, Cap- 
tain Penrose appears to have had a very narrow escape. 

The Cleopatra was crossing the Gulph Sbeam, under a 
reefed fore-sail and mizen-stay-sail, in a night rendered dark 
by a deep and jet black thunder cloud, which had totally ob- 
scured the moon. After very vivid lightning and a loud ex- 
plosion, the wind shifted in a heavy squall, so as to bring the 
ship up several points, with her head to a very high and 
much agitated sea ; giving her at the same time fresher way 
through the water. Her first plunge put the whole of the 
forecastle deep under, and the officer of the watch hardly ex- 
pected to see her rise again. Captain Penrose, who was in hii^ 
cot, got a severe blow by being dashed violently against the 
beams. The ship, however, rose, throwing a vast body of 
water aft, which burst open tihe cabin bulk-head, breaking 
loose every thing upon deck but the guns. In this send-aft, 
the ta£frail and after part of the quarter-deck were far under 
water. Luckily, only part of the after hatchway was opei|, 
and no great body of water went below. The fore-rsail was 
hauled up, and the damage found to be only the loss of the 
jib-boom, spritsail-yard, and bumpkins j the bowsprit and 

* The late Hydrographer to the Admiralty. See Vol. IL Part 11. 
p. 567. 
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fore-yard spmng; the spanker-boom brokie iii two ; and the 
small cutter carried away from the davits*. 

We next find Captain Penrose commanding Vioe-Admiral 
Murray's flag-ship, the Resolution, during the absence of 
Captain Francis Pender, then acting as commissioner at Ber^ 
muda. Towards the latter end of 1796 he i^in returned to 
the Cleopatra ; and had the melancholy satisfaction of eon- 
veying his much respected patron to England, that valuable 
officer having been seized with a paralytic affection, from 
which he never recovered t« 

On his passage home Captain Penrose captured riiiron^ 
delle French privateer, of 12 guns and 70 men ; many of 
whom were young persons of family and fortune, whose 
dreadrof being forced into the army, as conscripts, had in-p 
dnced them to hazard their safety on the ocean. 

The subject of this memoir is the author of a pamphlet, 
entitled " Observations on Corporal Ptmishment, Impress^ 
menty and other Matters relative to the present State of his 
Majesty* s Royal NavyX" In that small, but ably writtai 
book, he gives the following instances of the effect of well* 
timed indulgence to a ship's company, ^^ and seasonable ad- 

* Whm coii4)iliiig our first volume, we were led to believe that the I 

Cfeopatr^ w^ comwaud^fl ^y Cf^ptaiu Israel Pdlew at the time the aboFp 
occurrence took place. 

f yice-Admiral the Hon. George Murray, brother to John, tWrd Duke 
of Athd, died Dee. 28, 17%. Throughout lus ieng professioaal career 
lie •evinced a souad judgmemt, ao 1^lbeBdiI^ integrity, and a perBeFersnee 
In tke fiye^mi^n of Un 4^%j, tha( stamped km a truly valuable officer. 
ItBUiy be mentioned as an extraordinary^ if not an ui)para|leled» eircum- 
stance, that Mr* Penrose never jserved at sea under the. command of any 
other officer until he was himself made .a commander; that ke was posted 
by him, and diat he continued to serve -under his flag until the Vice-Ad- 
oifiral became incapable of further servioe. During the long period of 
£2 yean, not acio^le cinnimeCanfle ever oeoucred to is^efrnfi, leiiet far 
^ t^oy^nt^ the n^oi^t cordial ^esteem and friendship whicb: exi9tefi btstween 
Ahem: one commwded with kindness and judgni^nt ; \hfi other p|>eyed 
with attention and respect ; sentiments of the most sincere mutual regiard 
blendmg the difference of rank in friendly intercourse. 

I Published by Whitaker, London, July, 1624, at which' period Sir 
Charles Penrose had attained the rank of Vice-Admiral. 
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vice and explanation, where at the same time there is no re- 

laxation of discipline :**~^ 

" I have known an opinion entertained by some very respectable officers^ 
but which I have always deemed erroneous, that no reasoning communi- 
cations should ever be made to seamen. My practice as a captain was 
different. When coming into port^ under circumstances which would not 
admit of leave of absence, I always made it a rule to inform the slup's 
company, before anchoring, that such must unavoidably be the case, as 
the necessities of the service would not allow me to grant it On the con- 
trary, whenever I saw that leave could be granted (and 1 always granted 
it i£ possible), I never waited for that leave to be asked. I called the 
ship's company together, and told them I should direct the first lieutenant 
to give leave to a third or fourth watch, or a certain number at a dme, 
while they continued to merit the indulgence. 

" For instance^ I returned to England in the Cleopatra from the American 
station, with about three years' pay due. The day before the ship went 
from Spithead into the harbour, I informed the ship's company that the 
necessary repairs would keep us long in port, and that they would have 
leave to go on shore in divisions* as long as they continued to conduct 
themselves well, or till the ship came out of 'dock. We were thirteen 
weeks in harbour ; I had not one complaint : after about three weeks 
there was seldom a man ivished to go on shore. I left the port at last 
with only two men absent without leave ; and I should add, that during 
the time the ship was in dock many were employed in the disagreeable 
service of fitting out other ships. From a 74 and a frigate near me, under 
the same circumstances of long detention in harbour, no leave was grant- 
ed ; boats rowed guard every night to prevent desertion, and yet the loss 
by desertion was very great. 

'* More than -one circumstance occurred in a short time, to shew that 
my indulgence had not been thrown away. My ship was the first at Ports- 
mouth, and I believe any where, when the payment took place in the one 
and two pound bank-notes then first issued* and I learned that the greatest 
possible pains were taking, by some who sought political mischief, and 
others who sought emolument, to persuade the people that this paper- 
money was of little worth, and offered, by way of fovor, to give the men 
a low value for their notes. I explained the case* and directed that if 
any one offered or acc^ted less titan a full value, the offender should in- 
stantly be brought to me, that he might be treated as an enemy to Us 
king and country. The pay was cordiaUy received, which was at the mo- 
ment of no small consequence, as there were many then ready to follow 
any bad example that might be set. To afford my ship's company ano. 
ther opportunity of shewing good condudt, the payment was scarcely over* 
and the sUp was still crowded with women, children* and slopselter^ when 
a telegraphic signal aimounced an enemy's f^gate off Portland; a»d never 
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jvere sapemumeraiies more quickly disposed of» or a ship more qoS^y 
unmoored and onder sail. We were baulked of our expected prize, and 
returned to Spithead just* before the mutiny. Here, by a little good ma- 
nagement and minute attention, I kept my men from cheering with the 
others ; and although I had ddly commuoication in my barge with the 
Royal George, three days after the yard-ropes had been ree?ed, I punished 
two men, who had left their duty in the dock-3rard. When I received 
orders for sea, not a moment's lapse of good order occurred ; but having 
information that letters had been received, threatemng a visit from the 
delegates, and punishment if my people did not join in cheering, &c. I 
called the ship's company together, informed them that I was ordered to 
proceed to sea ; but that under the drcumstances I was aware of, I should 
not do so till the night tide, when I expected they would shew their sense 
of the confidence I had in their good conduct by weighing with the ut- 
most silence and despatch. The reply was by three hearty cheers (whJdi 
I would then have gladly (tispensed with) and careful obedience to my 
orders during the night ; and I have reason to believe, that the good con- 
duct of my ship's company aided the able management of* the com- 
mander of the part of the western squadron I imme<tiately joined, in the 
preservation of good order at that critical period. I had the honor of 
letters of approbation from the Admiralty, both on account of our long 
stay in harbour without desertion, and preventing my ship's company 
from taking part in the mutiny ; and after the ship's company had also 
received their lordships' thanks, they sent me a letter full of expressions 
of gratitude for my having, as they termed it, ' steered them clear of tiie 
troubles so many of their brethren had been involved in.' " 

Ci^tsdn Penrose's next appointment was, early in 1799^ 
to the Sans Pareil 80, then bearing the flag of Lord Hugh 
Seymour, but subsequently employed as a private ship under 
Rear-Admiral Pole, whom she joined off Rochefort the day 
previous to the bombardment of a Spanish squadron, in Aix 
road, of which mention has been made at p. 90, of Vol. I. 
Parti. 

After this affair Captain Penrose was ordered to escort a 
fleet of merchantmen to the West Indies, where the Sans 
Pareil again received the flag of Lord Hugh Seymour, which 
she continued to bear tiU the lamented demise of that noble- 
man, Sept. 11, 1801 f. 

* Sir Edward Pellew. 
t Lord Hugh Seymour went out in the Tamar frigate. A sketdi oC 
Ids lordilup's ser^ces will be found at pp. 157-159, of SoppL Ptet I. 
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RefBpecting corporal punishment and the crew of the Sans 
Pareil^ the subject of this memoir says : 

*' I hope and believe that it is in all respects true, that by Yigilant good 
management some captains have governed well, without the necessity of 
any corporal punishment : but it must be recollected, that they were, not 
without the power of inflicting such puuishmenf ; and if they had been 
divested of that power, they would not have bad well-regulated ships. I 
will here exemplify the benefit of this power by an instance of its use. 

'' I took the command of one of our largest ships, in good order and 
excellent effective discipline. The crew had been long together, and the 
only detraction from their general merit was, an inveterate habit of pro- 
fane oaths and the most offensive language. The flag of a beloved friend 
and most gallant officer was flying on board her ; but public service called 
him abroad, and the ship remained with my pendant only for upwards of 
six months. 

*' On the first occasion on which the whole crew were assembled before 
me, I spoke' strongly on the subject of the debasing language my ears 
were constantly disgusted by. I explained the possibility that the fre- 
quent mention of the most brutal crime might render that crime itself 
familiar to them, and that they might repeat the dreadful execrations 
against their comrades, till they really wished their fulfilment. I ended 
my lecture by an assurance, that although I would not threaten that I 
would inflict punishment for every oath or vile expression I might hear ; 
yet that whenever any man was brought before me for another fault, how- 
ever inclined I might be to pardon it, I most certdnly would not do so, 
if accompanied by the use of oaths or bad language, or if the culprit was 
notoriously addicted to such practice. When my worthy admiral rejoined 
me, after a few days, he gratified me much by saying, * How have you 
effected such a change of manners ? I had no fault to find with my fine 
fellows but their bad language ; and still I did not think it right to flog 
them for it.' 

*' I mentioned the mode I had adopted, and that the possession of the 
power had been alone productive of the effect, which was truly the case. 
My admiral assured me that he now walked the deck with tenfold satis- 
faction." 

• Among the armed vessels taken by Captain Penrose^ while 
commanding the Sans Pareil, was a valuable Spanish letter 
of marque, whose name is a little connected with the causes 
of the revolution in South America. She was called the 
Guachapin^ and her figure-head was a well-dressed lad^ hold- 
ing out in his right hand a letter, and in his left a large 
empty purse. Her commander told Captain Penrose, that 
the name and figure meant and represented a needy Spaniard 
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going out with a recommendation to a Viceroy, to put bim 
in a way of filling his purse with money. The Guachapin 
was afterwards a British sloop of war. 

Captain Penrose returned home in the Camatic 74, many 
of the crew of which ship ^^ had never set foot on land for 
6 or 7 years, except in the dock-yard at Jamaica." When 
paid off, at Plymouth, the ship's company, exclusive of com* 
missioned and warrant officers, received upwards of 22,000/. 
wages ; but we question whether they left that town with as 
many shillings in their possession, for, '* in a few hours some, 
and in a day or two many of these valuable men, were pen- 
nyless." 

At the renewal of hostilities, in 1803, Captain Penrose ac- 
cepted the command of the Padstow district of sea-fencibles ; 
the effects of a coup-de-soleil, which he received previous- to 
his departure firom the West Indies, rendering it necessary 
that he should continue for some time longer on shore. 

Intiie summer of 1810, an extensive flotilla establishment 
was ordered to be formed at Gibraltar, principally for the de- 
fence of Cadiz ; and Captain Penrose was {^pointed to the 
chief command, with the rank of Commodore. He accord* 
ingly repaired to the rock, and hoisted his broad pendant on 
board the San Juan sheer-hulk, lying in the New Mole. 

Finding himself short of hands to man the gun-boats, and 
understanding that there were many men in the regiments 
forming the garrison who would gladly volmiteer to serve 
afloat, the Commodore made an immediate application to 
Lieutenant-Governor Campbell for his permission to receive 
them, and had no sooner obtained it than nearly 300 prime 
seamen came forward, anxious once more to appear in ^' true 
blue.'' Commodore Penrose found that these men had le;^ 
the naval service ^^ principally on account of long confinemeat 
afloat } but that they had by no mesans acquired a taste for 
their present employ/' 

The Gibraltar flotilla proved of great utility, not only at 
the defence of Cadiz, but during the whole of the time that 
the French army under Marshal Soult continued in the south 
of %«yyBu Th^ ar duws nature of the services in which it wa# 
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employed will be seen by refereade to our memoirs of Cap- 
tains Sir Thomas Fellowes, Frederick Jennings Thomas^ Wilv* 
Henry Smyth^ &c. &c. 

Commodore Penrose obtained a colonelcy of royal marines^ 
Aug. 12, 1812 1 and on his return from Gibraltar, in 1813, he 
was appointed a joint commissioner with Rear- Admiral T* B« 
Martin and Captain John Wainwright, to make a revision of 
the establishments for the equipment of ships of war ; in 
which he continued to be emplojred till his advancement to 
the rank of Rear-Admiral^ Dec. 4, 1813. Previous to his 
quitting the rock, the British merchants there presented him 
with a handsome service of plate, as a testimony of their 
high respect, aiid as an ackowledgment of his constant at-* 
tention to their interests, while commanding on that station. 

In Jan. 1814, Rear-Admiral Penrose was selected to com- 
mand the naval force employed at the bottom of the bay oi 
Biscay, in co*operation with the allied armies under Welling* 
ton ; a proof of the high estimation in which' Ms abilities 
were then held. The exploits of his squadron^ ia the neigh- 
bourhoods of Bayonne and Bourdeaux, have been very folly 
detailed under the head of Captain John Coode, C. B. 

We have likewise stated at p. 293, that ReaiwAdmiral 
Penrose returned from Passages to Plymouth, in the Porcu- 
pine of 22 guns, and struck his flag Sept. 12, 1814. Before 
the conclusion, of that month, we find him appointed comr 
mander-in-chief on the Mediterranean station, to which h0 
immediately proceeded in the Queen 7-4* 

During the war with Murat, in 1815, the Sieiliaa navy w^s 
placed under the orders of Rear- Admiral Penrose^ who after- 
wards had the honor of conveying Ferdinand IV. from Paler -i- 
mo to Melazzo^ Messina, and Naples. On his anrival off the 
latter place, the King refused to go ashore in the royal barge^ 
saying he would rather be landed and reinstated by his friend^ 
the British admiral, upon whom he then conferred the Grand 
Cross of St. Ferdinand and of Meritj presenting him at the 
same time with an enamelled, snuff-box, having his Majesty^sr 
portrait, set in large diamonds, upon the lid. 

On the 3d Jan. 1816, Rear-A<}miral Penrose was nomi- 
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nated a K. C. B. ; and in Mar. foUowing, with his flag id the. 
Bombay 7^^ he accompanied Lord Exmouth from MiDorci^ 
upon an expedition to Tunis and Algiers, the object and re^ 
suit of which have been stated at p. 263 of Vol. II. Part I. 
Had it been found necessary to adopt hostile measures at th6. 
latter place, for which the squadron was fully prepared, the 
same honorable station was assigned to Sir Charles Penrose 
which Lord Exmouth took up, and so nobly maintained^ on 
the glorious 27th Aug. 1816. 

Sir Charles was at Malta when his lordship re-entered the 
Mediterranean, for the purpose of. chastising the barbarians 
should they refuse to make reparation for their renewed ag* 
gressions. Hearing of his lordship's arrival, and the object 
of the expedition, he immediately sailed from Valette in the 
Ister frigate. Captain Thomas Forrest; but ^^ arrived too 
late to take his share in the attack upon Algiers ;'' which Lord 
Exmouth particularly lamented, as '^ his services would have 
been desirable in every respect." 

Although Sir Charles Penrose had the mortification to find 
that the principal object of the expedition had been accom- 
plished without his participation, still his services, as Lord 
Exmouth's representative, during the last three days' nego- 
ciations with the Dey, were found particularly useful ; and 
^' the prudence, firmness, and ability with which he conducted 
himself'' on that delicate occasion were highly praised by 
his lordship *• 

In Sept. 1816, Sir Charles Penrose once more assumed the 
chief command on the Mediterranean station ; and shortly 
afterwards he was presented by Pope Pius VII. with two su- 
perb marble vases^ in consideration of the expeditious and 
humane manner in which the emancipated subjects of his 
Holiness were forwarded to the Roman States : an appro- 
priate despatch accompanied this present. 

Sir Charles Penrose afterwards accompanied his friend Sir 
Thomas Maitland, Lord High Commissioner of the Ionian 
islands^ to Prevesa^ in Albania^ where they were for several 

* London GazeUe. 
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^ayg entertained by the celebrated Ali Pacha, during which 
time business of much importance was transacted. In Aug. 
1817, being then off IjCghom, with his flag on board the Al- 
bion 74, Sir Charles was honored with a visit by a party of 
distinguished individuals, amongst whom were Leopoldina 
Carolina, the present Empress of Brazil, who had recently 
been married by proxy ; Maria Louisa, widow of Napoleon 
Buonaparte ; several others of the Austrian Arch-Duchesses ; 
Leopold IL Grand Duke of Tuscany ; Leopold Count of Sy- 
racuse ; Prince Mettemich, the great diplomatist ; General 
Count de Neipperg ; and the Portuguese Admiral Souza. 

On the 27th April, 1818, the Order of St. Michael and St. 
George was instituted for the Ionian Islands, smd for the an- 
cient sovereignty of Malta and its dependencies. By the 
rules of that Order, the naval commander-in-chief in the Me- 
diterranean is to be first and principal Knight Grand Cross 
thereof, but only for the time that he holds his professional 
appointment. Sir Charles Penrose, however^ is specially au- 
thorised to bear the title and wear the insignia for life, in con- 
sequence of his long services on that station, and his having 
been there at the institution of the Order. We believe that 
the late Lord Guildford and himself were the only persons to 
whom that privilege was allowed. 

The merchants at Malta subsequently presented Sir Charles 
Penrose with a service of plate, as a token of their respect 
and esteem : the captains and commanders under his orders 
likewise requested his acceptance of a splendid silver salver^ 
with a flattering inscription, expressive of their high respect 
for his public and private character. He returned home in 
the spring of 1819 ; and was advanced to the rank of Vice- 
Admh-al, July 19, 1821. 

Sir Charles V, Penrose married, in 1787^ Elizabeth, daughter 
of the Rev. J. Trevener, and by that lady he had three 
daughters, the eldest of whom married Captain John Coode> 
C. B. ; and the second. Captain William Mainwaring, of the 
10th regiment of foot, brother to Sir Henry M» Mwnwaring, 
Bart. 

SUPPL. PART II, 2*H 
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Residence — ^Ethy, St, Winnoe, near Lostmthiel^ Com- 
walL 

Errata.-^Voh I. Part II. p. 579, last line of the text, for three brigs, 

read one corvette, two brigs : id. ib, 
note at the bottom, for Capt^ D. 
O'Reilly, &c. read Suppl. Part 11. 
pp. 276—286 : and id. 
p. 725, note *, for p. 579 of this volume, 
&c. &c. read SuppL PW; II. pp* 287 
—293. 



SIR JOHN GORE. 



Fice-Admiral of the Blue, and Knight Commander of the Mo$t Honorable 

Military Order of the Bath. 

This officer is the second son of thelateColonelJohn Gore^ 
who served many years in the 33d regiment^ and retired from 
the command of that corps, in 1776, upon being appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Tower of London^ where he died 
in 17^9 leaving three sons and two daughters. His eldest 
son^ Ralph, was then a captain in the 33d, and his youngest, 
Arthur, a lieutenant in the 73d regiment : the latter gentle- 
man attained the rank of Major-General, and was slain on the 
walls of Bergen-op-Zoom, Mar. 9, 1814. The Gores are 
distantly related to the noble Irish family of Arran. 

The subject of this memoir entered the navy as a midship- 
man on board the Monarca of 70 guns. Captain John Gell ; 
but he first went to sea in the Canada 74, commanded by the 
Hon. William Comwallis, with whom he sailed for North 
America, in Aug. I78I. 

The Canada formed part of the fleet under Rear- Admiral 
Graves, when that officer proceeded from Sandy Hook to the 
Chesapeake, for the purpose of extricating JEarl Comwallis 
from his perilous situation at York Town *. She subse- 
quently accompanied Sir Samuel Hood to the West Indies^ 
and bore a very conspicuous share in his brilliant actions at 

• See Vol. 11. Part I. note • at p. 63. 
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St. Christopher's * ; as well as in the battles between Rodney 
and de Grassc, April 9 and 12, 1782; on which latter day 
she sustained a loss of 12 men killed and 23 wounded. 

As there are many officers still alive who were eye witnes- 
ses of that glorious combat, they will recollect, in the latter 
part of the day, when the smoke cleared up a little, and there 
was a short interval of repose, what was the appearance of 
the Canada ; — she had been almost entirely unrigged in the 
action, her fore and main top-sail-'ties were shot away, and the 
yards lying on the caps ; — with scarcely any canvas to set, but 
a fore- top- gallant-sail, sheeted home as well as the situation 
of the top-sail-yard would admit, she was going large ; and, 
as if impelled by the spirit of her commander, she kept way 
with the French ships, hanging on the quarter of la Ville de 
Paris until Count de Grasse was intercepted by the rear di- 
vision of the British fleet. Having then set as much sail as 
circumstances would permit, she went in pursuit of the fly* 
ing enemy, and was among the ships whose fire gilded the 
horizon after the close of that ever memorable day. 

On her arrival at Jamaica, the Canada was surveyed, and 
found to be in such a very rotten state, that Sir George B. 
Rodney determined upon sending her home in company with 
the prizes, and a large convoy under Rear-Admiral Graves. 
Previous to her departure from Port Royal, she was caulked 
between wind and water, and coppered higher up, to which 
Captain CornwaUis attributed her escape from the same me^ 
lancholy fate that befd the Centaur, VDle de Paris, &;c. &c.t 

The Canada was paid off soon after her return to England, 
on which occasion Mr. Gore foUowed his gallant captain into 
the Dragon 74. In Mar. 1783, he joined the Iphigenia fri- 
gate. Captain James CornwaUis, under whom he served in 
the West Indies till Oct 1786. 

His health being now much impaired by that climate, Mr. 
Gore was discharged into the Rojral Charlotte yacht, the com- 
mand of which vessel had been conferred upon the Hon. 
William CornwaUis, at the close of the American war. We 

♦ See Vol. IL Part f . note t at p. 63 et seq, 
t See Id. note f at p. 69. 

2 H 2 
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next find him in the Robust 74^ with the same officer, during 
the Dutch armament ; and subsequently in the Hebe frigate. 
Captain Edward Thombrough^ with whom he continued until 
Oct. 1788. 

At this latter period Mr. Gore rejoined his distinguished 
patron, who had hoisted a broad pendant in the Crown 64, 
and was then about to sail from England for the purpose of 
assuming the chief command on the East India station. Com- 
modore Comwallis there promoted his el^ve into the Perse- 
verance frigate, Nov. 29, 1789. 

From thence Lieutenant Gore returned home in the Crown 
(I79I) ; and his health having suffered extremely, he did not 
go afloat again till the commencement of the French revo- 
lutionary war, when he was appointed to the Lowestoffe 32, 
Captain William Wolseley, then fitting at Hymouth. In that 
frigate he accompanied the fleet under Lord Hood, to the 
Mediterranean, where he was removed to the Britannia, a 
first rate, bearing the flag of Vice- Admiral Hotham, previous 
to the occupation of Toulon. While belonging to that ship. 
Lieutenant Gore frequently landed with a deti^chment of sea- 
men under his command, and was often engaged with the ene- 
my, both on shore and when employed in flpdting batteries. 

After distinguishing himself by his gallantry on various 
occasions. Lieutenant Gore was removed to Lord Hood's 
flag- ship, the Victory of 100 guns, and ordered to land at 
the head of a body of sailors, selected to serve as artillery- 
men in fort Mulgrave, an important post, against which the 
enemy were then bringing forward heavy guns and mortars, 
their repeated attempts to take it by storm having proved 
unsuccessful. During the bombardment that ensued, he re- 
ceived a severe wound in the head, which obliged him to re- 
turn on board for surgical assistance. 

On the morning previous to the evacuation of Toulon^ 
Lieutenant Gore was ordered by Lord Hood to visit the arse* 
nal, and ascertain if any thing effective could be done by 
means of fire-vessels. In consequence of his report, he was 
directed to tow the Vulcan thither, to place her in a proper 
position, and then to put himself and his boats under the or- 
ders of Sir W. Sidney Smith, 
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After taking the Vulcan to her station^ and when in the act 
of receiving some combustible materials from her, for the pur- 
pose of setting fire to the French ships in the southern basin. 
Lieutenant Gore was blown out of his boat by a premature 
explosion, of which the following notice is taken in Sir W. 
Sidney Smith's official letter to Lord Hood, dated Dec. 18, 
1793 :— 

" I was sorry to find myself deprived of the further services of Captain 
Hare : he had performed that of placing his fire-ship to admiration, but 
was blown into the water, and much scorched, by the explosion of her 
priming, when in the act of putting the match to it. Lieutenant Gore 
was also much burnt, and I was consequently deprived of him also ; which 
I regretted the more, from the recollection of his bravery and activity in 
the warm service of Fort Mulgrave." 

We next find Lieutenant Gore commanding a detachment 
of seamen^ landed to co-operate with the small British army 
in Corsica, under Lieutenant-General David Dundas. The 
following are extracts of that officer's official despatches, de- 
tailing the operations against St. Fiorenzo :— 

*■ As the enemy, besides the town, possessed several heights and points, 
commanding the anchorage on the west side of the gulph, it was necessary 
to dislodge them before the squadron could anchor in security : these 
points in succession, on entering the gulph, were the tower of Mortella, 
the redoubt and batteries of the Convention, and the tower of Fomelli, 
with two considerable sea-batteries dependent upon it. 

" Expecting little opposition from Mortella tower, and trusting from 
intelligence that we could approach near enough to that of Fornelli to at- 
tack it with light artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel Moore was detached on the 
8th (Feb. 1794), with the royal and 51st regiments, a small howitzer, and 
a G-pounder, to effect this purpose ; but after a march of 7 or 8 miles, 
through a rocky, desert, and mountainous country, destitute of roads, and 
where the artillery was carried by a detachment of sailors, under Captain 
Cooke, he arrived on the heights immediately above Fomelli, and then 
found that the distance was too great to hope for any effect from his small 
guns. The same day we began from a commanding height, within 150 
yards, to batter the tower of Mortella ; but it was not till the 10th, after 
the attack made by the Fortitude and Juno *, and after establishing an 18- 
pounder, two 9.pounders, and a carronade against it, that we were enabled 
to reduce it, and take an officer and 34 men prisoners f. 



• See Vol. I. Part I, p. 250. 
f Se^ ink note t at id. 
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'' During this time, having been enabled to examine the mountains that 
skirted the v^estern part of the gulph, and which overlooked the eiieni3r'a 
posts, it appeared, that if heavy cannon could be established on points 
where the enemy had deemed it impossible to place them, their works 
might be ruined, and then attacked to advantage." 

This operation^ Captain Edward Cooke and Lieutenant 
Gore cheerfully undertook to perform j each having 300 sea- 
men under his command^ and all the aid that the squadron 
could afford. " By the most surprising exertions of science 
and labour^ from the 12th to the 16th^ they placed four 18- 
pounders, a large howitzer, and a 10-inch mortar in battery, 
on ground elevated at least 700 feet above the sea, and where 
every difficulty of ascent and surface had opposed the under- 
taking/' The first shot fired by the enemy at Lieutenant 
Gore's battery dismounted one of his guns ; but another was 
very soon mounted in its stead. 

*^ On the 16th," continues the Lieutenant-General, '' we opened fnth 
two batteries of three pieces of artillery each. One of these, at the dis- 
tance of 1000 yards, enfiladed the redoubt of the Convention ; and the 
other^ at the distance of 800 yards, took it in reverse. The redoubt itself 
was of a long narrow form, occupying the summit of a detached hdght, 
and about 250 feet above the sea. 

** Our fire was heavy and unremittii^ during the 16th and 17th; and, 
notwithstanding the gallantry of the enemy, both in serving their guns and 
in repairing their works, their fire wa» nearly overpowered. On the even- 
ing of the 17th, a fifth 18.pounder was brought up by the seamen, and a 
sixth was also placed on an advanced point near the shore, to prevent the 
two French frigates in the bay from placing themselves in a situation to 
enfilade our proposed attack. 

** On the 1 7th, measures having been concerted, the 2d battalion of the 
royals, 25th, 50th, and 51st regiments, imder the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Moore, were destined for the attempt, while the 11th, 30th» and 
69th remained in reserve. The troops marched in three columns, and 
having nearly equal distances to go over, moved at the same hour (8-30 
P. M.) hi order to arrive at the enemy's works a little after the rising of the 
moon. Lieutenant-Colonel Moore on the rights with the 2d battalion of 
the royals, commanded by Captain M'Kenzie, and the 51sl regiment* 
came down on the advanced point of the redoubt ; Lieutenant-Colonei 
Wauchope, with the 50th, advanced towards its centre; and Captain 
Stewart, with the 25th, keeping close to the sea-shore, was directed to 
enter on the left and most commanding part of the work. 

** Notwithstanding the whole of the ground over wluch the troops 
marched was rocky, rough, and covered with thick myrtle-bushes, they 



approached the redoubt without the enemy being certain of their progi^eM^ 
and, under a very heavy fire, they arrived nearly at the satne time at their 
points, rushed into their works, prevented more than two or three dis- 
charges of cannon being given, and with their bayonets drove the enemy 
down the steep hill which formed the rear of the work.* 

" The judicious fire kept up from our batteries till the very moment of 
the attack, facilitated much the approach of the troops; and a false attack 
made by the Corsicans on Lieutenant-Colonel Moore's right, served also to 
engage smd distract the attention of the enemy, who were not aware of the 
extent of their dangerf. The loss of the enemy, on the 16th and 17th^ 
amount to upwards of 100 men killed and wounded, and 10 officers, In#. 
eluding the commandant, and 60 men made prisoners, out of 550 that 
occupied the work J. 

" The enemy being now reduced to their last posts on the height of 
Fornelli, at about 400 yards distance, from* which we were separated by a 
deep ravine, and fearing that their retreat would be cut off, abandoned 
them about midnight, crossed over to St. Fiorenzo, hauled off their 
frigates, and left us zn possession of the tower and batteries of Fornelli, 
agsunst which we otherwise must have placed cannon, and, in a delay of 
two or three days, probably have lost a number of men." 

Fornelli was taken possession of by the detachment of 
seamen under Lieutenant Gore. 

'' On the 19th, after taking measures for the march of the troops to the 
other side of the town, in order to cut off the enemy's communication with 
Bastia, a summons was sent to St. Fiorenzo. In the afternoon, a negative 
answer was received; but, during the day, strong symptoms of a speedy 
evacuation were perceived." 

Lieutenant Gore had not been long in possession of For- 
nelli, when he discovered that the enemy were about to set 
their frigates on fire. He immediately sent off a report to 

* One hundred seamen, armed with pikes, and commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Gore, entered the enemy's works simultaneously with the royals, 
and at the head of the column of attack. 

f About 1200 Corsicans, under General Paoli, occupied advanced posts, 
and covered the flanks of the British forces, during the siege of St. Fio- 
renzo. 

X The Convention redoufet was originally an open battery, but by 
indefatigable labour, the enemy had converted it into a close work, mount- 
ing 6 twenty-four-pounders, 8 eighteens, 5 twelves, 1 brass nine, 2 sixes, 
11 small brass guns, 4 12-inch mortars, and 4 6-inch howitzers. Of these, 
7 guns, 10 gun-carriages, I howitzer and its carriage, and 2 mortai^\dth 
their beds, were rendered unserviceable by sjlot and shells frblh the 
British batteries. 
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Lord Hood, and sacceeded in drawing the spike of an 18- 
pounder, with which gun he played upon the nearest ship 
until she sunk : the other was observed in flames about 4 
P. M., when a boat went oflF to the squadron to announce 
that the enemy had fled from St. Fiorenzo : the seamen and 
marines were then ordered to embark. Their conduct on 
shore is thus noticed by Lieutenant-General Dundas : — 

** The perseverance, spirit, and (Gallantry, of the officers and men of 
every denomination, merit the highest praise. Unprovided, as we are, 
with many necessary articles of preparation, the service, at this season of 
the year, has been severe, but undergone ^th the greatest cheerfulness 
and good- will. • * • • Success has crowned the joint endeavours 
of the British arms. From the navy we have received the most effectual 
and essential assistance ; their exertions have been wonderful, and un- 
paralleled. Commodore Linzee afforded us every support *; and to the 
Captains Dickson, Young, Wolseley, Hood, Woodley, and Cooke, and to 
the ofScers and men who so zealously acted under their command, we feel 
every sense of their efficacious aid.*' 

In the town of St. Fiorenzo, there were found mounted 2 
long brass 32-pounders, 7 ii^on 24-pounders, 2 eighteens, 6 
twelves, 2 sixes, 3 brass 12-inch mortars, 2 field pieces, and 
7 other light guns. 

The capture of Bastia has been recorded at p. 251, of Vol. 
I. Part I. The following is an extract of the oflScial letter 
written by Lord Hood on that occasion : — 

" Capt^n Nelson, of H. M. S. Agamemnon, who had the command and 
direction of the seamen, in landing the guns, mortars, and stores ; and 
Captain Hunt, who commanded at the batteries, very ably assisted by 
Captains Buller and Serecold, and the Lieutenants Gore, Hotham, Stiles, 
Andrews, and Brisbane, have an equal claim to my gratitude, as the sea- 
men under their management worked the guns with great judgment and 
alacrity. Never was a higher spuit, or ^ater perseverance, exhibited; 
and I am happy to say, that no other contention was at any time known, 
than who should be roost forward and indefatigable for promoting his 
Majesty's service ,• for, although the difficulties they had to stn^gle with 
were many and various, the perfect harmony and good humour that uni- 
versally prevailed throughout the siege overcame them all." 



* Lord Hood was forced from the Gulph of St. Fiorenzo by a strong 
westerly gale, on the 11th Feb., and a calm prevented his return from 
under C^>e Corse until the 17th. 
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Daring that eiege^ the subject of this memohr received two 
severe contasions^ notwithstanding which he continued to 
command a party of seamen on shore until the surrender of 
fiastia, May 22^ 17^4^ when he was immediately promoted 
into la Fleche, a corvette found lying in the harbour. After 
fitting her out, he proceeded to Malta and negociated with 
Rhoan, the Grand Master, for a supply of seamen, stores, 
&c. His promotion to post<rank took place Nov. 12, 1794 ; 
on which occasion Lord Hood^s successor appointed him to 
command the Windsor Castle 98, bearing the flag of Rear- 
Admiral Robert Linzee. In her he assisted at the capture 
of two French line-of-battle ships, by the fleet under Vice- 
Admiral Hotham, Mar. 14, 1795*: the Windsor Castle's 
loss on that day amoanted to 6 killed and 31 wounded. 

Captain Gore's next appointment was to le Censeur 74, 
one of the above-mentioned prizes. The recapture of that 
ship by a French squadron under Rear- Admiral Richery, has 
been noticed at p. 610, of Vol. I. Part II., and is thus 
officially described in a letter from Captain Thomas Taylor, 
of H. M. S. Fortitude, to the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
dated Oct. 12, 1795 :— 

" Sir, — ^Be pleased to acquunt my Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty, that I left Gibraltar on the 24th Sept. taking the first spirt of an 
easterly winv« ^.ter my letter of the 2l8t, when the wind was westerly. 

*' In coming through the gut in the night, H. M. ships Argo and Juno, 
with some of the merchantmen, parted company, and, I conclude, by steer- 
ing more to the northward than myself with the other men-of-war and the 
body of the convoy, it being near dusk in the evenmg befort many of them 
got out of the bay, though the Fortitude was under weigh with the much 
greater part by 10 A. M. but, on the whole, their separation has turned out 
a most fortunate circumstance ; for, with great regret, I am to inform their 
lordships, that on the 7th instant. Cape St. Vincent, by account, bearing 
S. 83^ E. 48 leagues, the wmd N. by W. standing on the larboard tack, I 
discovered nine sail of the enemy's ships, six of the line, two of which I 
judged to be of 80 guns, and three large frigates, who directly gave chase 
to H. M. squadron under my command under a press of sail. I made 
every possible disposition for the better security of the convoy by divers 
signals, through which, had many of them been punctually obeyed, a much 
greater number would have escaped. I then formed the line, with the 

* See Vol. J. Part I. note at p. 340^ 
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Bedford, Censeur, and Fortitude, determined, if practicable, to gi? e them 
battle, and save as many of the convoy as I possibly could. 

'' Just as the ships under my command had formed, the Censeur rolled 
away her fore-top-mast ; by which, having only a frigate's main-mast, she 
was rendered useless. The van line-of- battle ship of the enemy being then 
but long gun-shot off, and the rest coming fast up, I judged it proper, witU 
the general opinion of ray officers, coinciding with that of Captain Montgo- 
mery of the Bedford, to bear up, keeping very near together for our mutual 
support, and cutting down every part of the stem for the chase-guns. I 
ordered the Lutine frigate directly to take the Censeur in tow; but, from 
the very heavy fire from the enemy's van ship, it could not be effected. 

*' Captain Gore, who commanded the Censeur, though his ship was in 
80 disabled a state, not half manned, and with but very little powder, made 
the most gallant defence ; but being at length overpowered, by two saH 
more of the enemy's line coming up, I had the mortification to see him 
strike his colours about half-past two o'clock." 

On his return home. Captain Gore was tried by a court- 
martial^ and most honourably acquittedy with a very flattering 
compliment from the president, Rear-Admiral Sir Roger 
Curtis. He was afterwards successively appointed to act as 
captain of the Robust 74, and Alcmene frigate. 

In Sept. 1796, Captain Gore obtained the command of the 
Triton 32 : and from that period we find him actively em- 
ployed on Channel service until the escape of the French fleet 
from Brest, April 25, 1799^ when he was despatched with the 
important inforuKitionr to Earl St. Vincent, commander-4n- 
chief on the Mediterranean station. 

After commumcating with Lord Keith, the second in eofti- 
mttnd. Captain Gore proceeded, with two frigates under his 
ordiers, to reconnoitre the coasts of France and Spain, from 
Toulon to Cadiz ; in which latter port he at length discov- 
ered the enemies' combined fleets, amounting to thiity- 
eight sail of the line, with, a suitabfe train of frigates, cor" 
vettes. Sec. 

This very formidable force sailed from Cadiz, July 21, 
1799, and Captain Gore closely watched them until they all 
bore up round Cape St. Vincent, and made sail to the north- 
ward : he then pushed past them for England^ and arrived at 
Plymouth, with the intelligence of their junction and move- 
ments, five days before they reached Brest. 
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Captain Gore was sabsequently sent^ wifh a squadron of 
frigates under his command^ to observe the enemies' move- 
ments; and while thus employed he deterred five Spanish 
line-of-battle ships and two frigates from entering the port 
of their ally through the Passage du Raz. The Triton after-* 
wards accompanied Sir John B. Warren in pursuit of this 
Spanish squadron^ the commander of which had very wisely 
returned to Ferrol, where his ships were lying dismantled 
when the British arrived in sight of them. 

After Sir John B. Warren's return to the Channel fleets 

Captain Gore continued cruising in the vicinity of Ferrol, 

where he had the good fortune to assist at the capture of the 

Santa Brigida, Spanish treasure ship^ an event thus described 

by the senior officer present on that occasion. 

" Naiad, off Cape rmisterre, Oct 19, 1799. 
" ]\Iy Lord, — I have great pleasure in being able to acquaint you, that 
the ships named in the margin, • which your lordship has done me the 
honour to put under my orders, captured yesterday morning the Spanish 
frigate Santa Brigida, of 36 guns, and having on board 300 men, com« 
manded by Don Antonio Pillou. This frigate, my Lord, in company with 
another called the Thetis, left Vera Cruz on the 21st August last, and I 
had the good fortune to fall in with them both, on the evening of the 16tk 
instant, in lat. 44o 1' N. long. 12<'35' W. the Naiad then a single ship, and 
to which I immediately gave chase. Before midnight, I discovered them ta 
be vessels belonging to the enemy, and was joined by the Ethalion ; whei» 
the day broke, I was also joined by the Alemene, and the Triton waai 
discovered far astern : still, owing to the superior sidling of the latter ship, 
after a chase which lasted 32 hours, I set myself down as indebted for a 
most valuable capture. The two frigates, at 7 A. M., perceiving them- 
selves not in a state to withstand our united force, took different routes^ 
upon which I made the Ethalion's signals to pass the stemmost ship of the 
enemy, as she at that time took the lead in point of sdling, and stand for 
a&d engage the headmost frigate ; wMch was obeyed with sueh alacrity by 
Captain Young, that I make no doubt but she has experienced a simiiaff 
fate to her companionf ; but as the Santa Brigida made a determinate pus!^ 
on the southern course, a separation of course took place. The latter 
frigate of the enemy having rounded Cape Flnisterre on the morning of 
the 18th, her commander shoved so very close to the rocks of Monte Lont, 
that the Triton, then first in pursuit. Captain Gore, being regardless of every* 



* Naiad 38, Triton 32, and Alemene 32. 
+ See Vol. L Fart IL p. 684. 
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thing bat closing with the enemy, struck upon them, going seven knots at 
the timft * I fear her damage is considerable. However, she was soon ofi 
again, and commenced an animated fire on the enemy, as did Captain 
Digby, with an officer-like presence of mind, keeping in that direction to 
cut off the entrance of Port de Vidre. At 8 A. M. our three fngates 
closed with the enemy amidst the rocks of Commarurto, at the entrance of 
Muros, when the Spanish colours were hauled down, and we found our- 
selves all in foul ground together. A fortunate breeze sprung up from the 
shore, and we were enabled to put the ships' heads to the sea, and had 
begun to shift prisoners, when an enemy's squadron, consisting of four 
large ships, one with a broad pendant, came out of Vigo, with an intention, 
I suppose, of rescuing the prize. This being the opinion of Captains Gore 
and Digby also, every exertion was made to secure the prisoners, and get 
the ships under my command ready to receive them ; but on their per- 
ceivmg my determination they bore up and ran into Vigo. Light and 
variable winds have kept me still in sight of the Spanish coast, which, to 
day, is one continued blaze« Aware of another squadron being in Corunna, 
I have thought it my duty to keep altogether for the protection of the 
prize, which is of immense value, having on board 1,400,000 dollars, 
independent of a cargo of equal estimation. My companions in chase. 
Captains Gore and Digby, make the most favourable report of the zeal 
and perseverance of their respective officers and crews; and in justice to 
the officers and slup's company I have the honor to command, I can only 
say* that their anxiety to get alongside the enemy's frigates, whilst alone, 
was equal to what it was afterwards, when my force became superior ; and 
on that, as on all former occasions, I profited by the able assistance of Mr. 
John Houltoun Marshall, my first lieutenant, to whom I have given charge 
of the prize. I enclose a list of killed and wounded on this occasion, either 
by shot or casualties. * I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " W. Pierrepoint." 

*' Right Hon. Lord Brldport, K. B, ^c. ^r. ^•(y." 

Captain Gore's share of prize-money for the cargoes of the 
Santa Brigida and her consort^ exclusive of their hulls, stores, 
&c. amounted to 40,730?. 1&. ! 

In Feb. 1801, a melancholy accident happened on board 
the Triton. She was firing at a French cutter which had been 
driven upon the Penmark rocks, when one of the main-deck 
guns burst, killed the second lieutenant and2 men, and wounded 
22 other persons, one of whom was Captain (jore^ who re-^ 
ceived a violent contusion in the back. 



* Triton, one man wounded ; Alcmene, one killed ; a petty officer and 
eight men woonded. The Santa Brigida had two slain and eight wounded. 



On het return to port, the Triton was taken into dock, and 
Captain Gore felt himself under the necessity of requesting^ 
leave of absence. This, the Admiralty would not grant ; but, 
upon his reporting himself ready for service again, he was 
immediately appointed to the Medusa, a 32-gun frigate, 
mounting 18-pounders on the main-deck, recently launched 
at Woolwich. Whilst in the Triton, he captured the following 
French armed vessels :— 



• La Jeune Emelie, brig 

• Le Recovery .... cutter 
La Difficile ship 

* La Furet schooner 

La Helene brig 

Name unknown . . . ship 

L' Arraigne schooner 

* La Ros^e brig 

L'Impromptu brig 

L'Aimable Victor . . brig 

Le St. Jacques, national lugger. 

La Videtta brig 
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Captain Gore likewise destroyed la Bayonaise, a ship of 20 guns and 
200 men, and le Petit Diable cutter of 12 guns and 60 men. He also 
chased a cutter privateer, of 16 guns, under the batteries at Guernsey, 
where she was brought-to and captured by the garrison of that island, 
Jan. 29, 1799. 

During the summer of 1801, governnient received intelli- 
gence that the invasion of Great Britain by France might be 
ceitainly expected. Every preparation was immediately 
made, with that energy and deliberate resolution which have 
always marked our national character ; and the general wish 
of the nation, that Lord Nelson should be the guardian of that 
part of its southern coast, where it was expected the enemy 
would make the attempt, was gratified by his lordship being 
appointed commander-in-chief of all the naval force employed 
on both shores, from Orfordness to Beachy Head, inclusive. 
Captain Gore had been previously ordered to assume the 
command of a light squadron employed in watching Boulogne, 
and the Medusa was now selected to bear the flag of Nelson, 



• Taken by the Triton, in company with other British cruisers. 
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On the 3d Aug. 1801^ Captain Gore was directed by our 
great hero to place three bomb-vessels in a situation to throw 
shells amongst the enemy's flotilla; and on the following 
day three or four large gun-vessels were destroyed. On the 
15th^ he was ordered to arrange an attack upon thirty-six 
sail lying in the mouth of the harbour. The result of this 
enterprise has been stated in the note f at p. 611 et seq. of 
Vol. I. Part II. 

We subsequently find the flag of Lord Nelson flying on 
board the Amazon frigate^ and Captain Gore commanding a 
squadron stationed under Dungeness, to protect that part of 
the coast^ and occasionally to menace Boulogne. From Oct. 
1801 until Feb. 12, 1802, the Medusa was employed in cruis- 
ing against the smugglers, between the Start and the Isle of 
Wight. At the latter period she was sent with despatches 
to the Mediterranean. 

On his arrival there. Captain Gore was ordered to visit all 
the French and Spanish ports within the limits of that sta- 
tion ; and he subsequently commanded a squadron sent to 
escort King Ferdinand IV. from Palermo to bis continental 
capital. Early in 1803, he conveyed H. M. ambassador, the 
Right Hon. William Drummond, from Naples to Constanti- 
nople. 

While lying at the entrance of the Black Sea, Captain 
Gore received intelligence that led him to believe it would 
not be long befoxe another war took place between Great 
Britain and France. Aware that his Admiral would, in such 
a case, require the services of the Medusa, he immediately 
resolved to overlook his instructions, and hasten to rejoin the 
flag of Sir Richard Bickerton, by whom his conduct on this 
occasion was very highly approved. 

Captain Gore was senior officer of the inshore squadron 
when Nelson arrived off Toulon, and assumed the chirf com- 
mand. From thence he was sent, with three frigates and 
four sloops under his orders, to cruise in the vicinity of 
Gibraltar, as his lordship's ^^ advanced guard off the Straits ;'^ 
and, whilst there, he had the happiness to obtun his immor- 
tal chieftain's most flattering approbation. 
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After cruising for three months outside of the Gut, Captain 
Gore returned to Gibraltar for the purpose of completing his 
stores, provisions, and water. Whilst thus employed, he ob- 
served a cutter coming from the westward, in action with 
two large French feluccas. Nearly the whole of his officers 
and men were then on shore, at the Dock-yard, Victualling 
Office, &c. He immediately recalled them, slipped his 
cable, and stretched across to Cabritta point unobserved by 
the enemy, who were about to board the cutter. On perceiv* 
ing the Medusa they both hauled off from their intended prey 
and stood away on different tacks i but Captain Gore soon ran 
along side one of them*, put his first lieutenant on board her, 
and continued in chase of the other. This latter vesself suc- 
ceeded in regaining the Spanish shore, but in so shattered a 
state, from the Medusa's shot, that she never again floated. 
The cutter thus rescued was the British Fair, charged with 
despatches of the utmost importance : 2 of her crew were 
killed, and 6 wounded* Each of the feluccas had 2 long 12-^ 
pounders, 2 sixes, and 70 meq. 

The capture and destruction of these, and three other 
French feluccas, by the Medus£(, brovight on Sir Thomas 
Trigge, Ldeutenant-Govemor of Gibraltar, a long correepond- 
ence with the Marquis Solano, Captain- General of Andalusia, 
and General Castanos, Governor of Algeziras, which being 
referred to Captain Gore, he replied as follows :-— 

" Sir, — ^I have the honor to acknowled^^e the receipt of your Excellency's 
letters and their enclosures from the high Spanish authorities, and in reply 
I have to request you will be pleased to inform those officers that so long 
as they countenance the French privateers lying in Tarifia and other ports^ 
and sallying from thence to seize upon the unprotected trade of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects, thereby transgressing the laws of neutrality, I shall be 
equally heedless of them; and after the instance they so strongly dwell 
upon, I shall feel it my duty to pursue the French privateers into Spanish 
ports, and destroy them when I can, and I shall instruct the captains of his 
Majesty's ships placed under my orders to do so likewise. I have the 
honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " John Gorb.** 

Shortly afterwards, the Medusa chased a French schooner 

• L' Esperance. + Le Sorcier. 
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privateer so close to Cadiz light-house that her shot teent intd 
the town. On the following morning, the Marquis Solano 
sent off his aide-de-camp to acknowledge the honor of the 
salute^ and to request that the next time Captain Gore gave 
him one he would not shot his guns. The Spanish oflScer 
also handed to him a note requesting his company at dinner^ 
and inviting the officers of the frigate to a bull fight in the 
evening : these invitations were accepted^ and the Medusa 
immediately entered the harbour, where she anchored not far 
from TAigle French 74, and two ship corvettes, which Cap- 
tain Gore had been for some time watching, in order to pre- 
vent them from pouncing upon a fleet of merchantmen then 
expected from England. We should here observe, that Cap- 
tain Gore had lived on terms of intimacy with the Marquis 
during his detention at Cadiz, after the capture of le Censeur. 

On the 5th Oct. 1804, the Medusa assisted at the capture 
of three Spanish frigates laden with valuable merchandize^ 
and having on board specie to a very large amount. During 
the action that took place on this occasion, a fourth frigate 
blew up, by which dreadful accident 240 persons perished *• 

On the 8th of the following month. Captain Gore returned 
to Portsmouth in company with the Matilda 36, which ship 
had been intercepted and detained by order of Sir Richard J. 
Strachan, when proceeding from Cadiz to Vera Cruz, with a 
cargo of quicksilver worth 200,000 pounds. 

The Medusa being in want of considerable repairs, Captain 
Gore now obtained leave of absence ; and whilst his frigate 
was in dock, the following correspondence took place between 
him and the first Marquis Cornwallis ; — ^his god-father, and 
steady friend through life : — 

*' York House, Bath, Dec. 16, 1804. 

'* My Lord, — I have just read in the Courier that you are to be appoint- 
ed Governor-General of India. I do not mean to intrude any question^ 
but if it is fact, and you think you can be more comfortable with me than 
a stranger, I can only state that my frigate. Medusa, is now undergoing a 
thorough repair at Portsmouth, and I am told will be out of dock in Fe- 
bruary. I shall be truly rejoiced to do every thing in my power to render 
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your voyage agreeable^ and only beg that^ instead of replying to this, your 
Lordship will signify your wishes to Lord Melville, upon whom, as well 
as your Lordship, I will wsdt the moment I return to London. I have the 
honor to be, &c. (Signed) " John Gore.' 

" London, Dec. 19, 1804. 

*' My dear Gore, — ^What you read in the Courier is perfectly true. I 
am told that I can be useful by going to India, and if I can render my coun- 
try any service it is a matter of indifference to me whether I die on the 
banks of the Thames or the Ganges. I therefore accept your offer with 
all the kindness it is made ; and have seen Lord Melville, who desves to 
see you so soon as you come to town, and will there make all the necessary 
arrangements. Believe me your attached friend, 

(Signed) ** Cornwallis." 

Captain Gore received the honor of knighthood, Feb. 21, 
1805 ; and sailed for Bengal, April 15 following. The Mar- 
quis Cornwallis died at Gazeepour, a village on the banks of 
the Ganges, about 600 miles above Calcutta, Oct. 5 in the 
same year. His lordship's remains were there interred by the 
present Sir George Abercrombie Robinson, Bart, and the 
other gentlemen who composed the suite of that great and 
lamented statesman. 

Sir John Gore continued at Calcutta, waiting for despatch- 
es, till Nov. 3, 1805, when he sailed for England with Messrs. 
Robinson, &c. and the treaty of peace that had been concluded - 
with the Mahratta chief Holkar. His voyage home was per- 
formed with astonishing celerity, the Medusa having run 
from the Ganges to the Lizard in 84 days, two of which were 
spent at anchor in St. Helena roads : — she was consequently 
but 82 days under sail, in which time she traversed the im- 
mense space of 13,831 miles. 

Soon after his arrival. Sir John Gore removed to the Re- 
venge 74, in which ship he was successively employed off 
Brest, rOrient, and Rochefort. On the 16th July, 1806, one 
of his lieutenants was killed in a boat attack, which will be 
fully detailed under the head of Captain Edward Reynolds 
Sibly. 

The Revenge formed part of the squadron under Commo- 
dore Sir Samuel Hood, when that officer lost his arm, in an 
action with some French frigates, from Rochefort bound to 
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the West Indies ; but being well to windward of her consorts 
atthetimethe enemy were first discovered^ she was too far astern 
of them during the pursuit to render any assistance. An ac« 
count of this affair is given at p. 570 et seq. of Vol. I. Part II. 
Early in 1907> Sir John Gore was sent to join Lord Col- 
lingwood, who gave him the command of the inshore 
squadron off Cadiz^ where he continued until June^ 1808, at 
which period the inhabitants of that city sent two officers 
on board the Revenge, with offers of amity, and to sc^cit 
assistance against the French. This being made known to 
the senior officer, Sir John Gore and Colonel Sir Greorge 
Smith were immediately ordered to land and negociate with 
the Spanish authorities ; after which his lordship directed Ad- 
^mind Apodaca, and the other commissioner appointed by the 
Supreme Council of Seville, to be conveyed to England in 
the Revenge, for the purpose of treating with the British 
cabinet on matters important to the interests of both nations. 
On her arrival at Portsmouth, the Revenge was taken into 
dock, and Sir John Gore's health being much impaired he 
solicited and obtained permission to retire for a tim^ from the 
fatigues of active service. He accordingly gav^ up the com- 
mand of that ship, Aug. 6, 1806. 

His next appointment was, Sept. 12, 181 0, to the Tonliant 
of 80 guns, in which ship we find him successively employed 
in conveying troops to Lisbon, cruising under the olrders of 
Sir Thomas Williams, superintending the blockade df !foest 
and rOrient, and serving with the squadron in Basque roads, 
where he was very severely hurt by a tackle from the main- 
top falling on his head, contusing it badly, and givinn^ a gene- 
ral shock to his whole frame. The Tonhant being in a defec- 
tive state was thereupon sent home, and put out of coiilmifision 
in Aug. 1812. 

On the 27th Nov. following, Sir John Gore was again ap- 
pointed to the Revenge, and ordered to the Mediterranean. 
During the whole summer of 1813, he commanded the in- 
shore squadron off Toulon; and towards the close of the 
same year he was sent to cruise off Cape St. Sebastian, with 
several line-of-battle ships under his orders. On the 8th Nov. 



ADDENDA^ &C. 483 

his boats cut a French felucca privateer out of PalamoB 
mole. 

Sir John Gore's promotion to the rank of Rear- Admiral 
took place Dec. 4, 1813 ; and on the 23d of the following 
month he received an order to hoist his flag in the Revenge. 
During the remainder of the war he commanded the squadron 
employed in the Adriatic. 

On the 22d Mar. 1814^ having arranged a co-operation 
with the Austrian Field Marshal Bellegarde, Sir John Gore 
commenced the close blockade of Venice by sea, anchoring 
his squadron off the town^ and stationing the boats of the 
different ships to watch the entrances of Chiozza and Malan- 
coca. A flotilla equipped by the squadron was at the same 
time ordered to co-operate with and sustain the Imperial 
troops on the Adige and Piave. 

In consequence of the successes of the allied armies in 
France, Eugene Beauharnois and Marshal Bellegarde en- 
tered into a negociation respecting the surrender and occu- 
pation of Italy. This having been done without Sir John 
Gore's knowledge, he remonstrated in the name of his sove- 
reign against such a partial measure, and the indignity offered 
to the British flag ; demanding that the ships, arsenal, timber, 
and naval stores of every description should be placed in his 
hands ; but without effect. Not having a sufficient force to sup- 
port his claim, he declined having any thing more to do with 
Venice, withdrew the whole of his squadron, &c. and submit- 
ted his correspondence to the decision of the British govern- 
ment. 

From Venice, Sir John Gore proceeded to Corfu, and in- 
formed the governor-general of the Ionian islands of the great 
events that had recently occurred on the continent ; but could 
not prevail upon him to evacuate them. He then went to 
Trieste, and there received instructions to attend Lieutenant- 
General Campbell, the commissioner appointed by govern- 
ment to receive possession of Corfu. On the 8th June, a 
French commissioner arrived to cede that island ; on the 
25th the British flag was hoisted in the citadel ; on the 26th 
a French squadron sailed from thence accompanied by the 
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late garrison, 10,000 strong, embarked in English transports ; 
and on the 28th Sir John Gore took his departure for Minor- 
ca^ from whence he returned to Spithead, on the 16th Aug. 
following. We are informed that an order was sent out for 
him to be left in command of the squadron, on the peace 
establishment, in the Mediterranean, but that he had sailed 
for England, in company with Lord Exmouth, before the ar- 
rival of the messenger to whom that despatch was entrusted. 

Sir John Gore was nominated a K. C. B. Jan. 2, 1815 ; and 
appointed commander-in-chief in the river Medway, at the 
buoy of the Nore, and from Dungeness to the river Tweed, 
Mar. 23, 1818. His flag continued flying on board the Bul- 
wark 7^9 till the end of June 1821. Since the battle of 
Navarin he has been to the Mediterranean on a mission from 
H. R. H. the Lord High Admiral. His conunissioa as a 
Vice- Admiral bears date May 27^ 1825. 

This officer married, Aug. 15, 1808, Georgiana, eldest 
daughter of Admiral Sir Geoi^e Montagu, G. C. B. by whom 
he has had one son and six daughters. 

Residence. — ^Datchett, near Windsor. 
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